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DEADLINE FOR FILM DIRT 









































Chicago, June 12, 

Fame of ‘Streets of Paris’ at the 
| | World's Fair seems firmly estab- 
\“# lished and business is leaps ahead 
“fof any other concession on the lot. 
fy Meanwhile the reform element is 
£ indignant in the public prints. 
4 . Mary Belle Spencer, a woman 
= wyer, emitted a bleat that the 
'Peoncession was indecent and de- 
¥ grading. This may have been legit, 
Ay ut the suspicion was widely held 
wethat it was a publicity stunt. Two 
‘Pacts, however, were noted on the 
‘Pevening the story broke in the 

dailies. First the concession was 
more crowded than ever, and sec- 
ond the nude model was wearing ad- 
hesive plaster for the first time. 

Smarties 

? Rowdy element has appeared 
4 among the patronage at ‘Streets of 
" @ Paris’ and may cause the manage- 
ment some difficulties. Bars which 
were running wide open have re- 
putedly been told to limit their 
sales to 3.2 brew. Meanwhile ‘Streets 
*fof Paris’ is jammed on nights when 
> {the rest of the Fair is half deserted. 
To outsiders it looks as though 
the ‘Paris’ concession with every- 
thing it holds will be to the local 
expo what ‘Little Egypt’ was to the 
893 World’s Fair. 


~ }7,900-SEAT BEER GARDEN 
} PLAYING FLOOR SHOWS 


* Cleveland, June 12, 
Geauga Park's 7,500-seat beer 
ie one believed to be the largest in 
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e country, will play elaborate floor 
‘shows, name bands and any head- 
line attractions it can obtain. It 
fepens June 17 with Guy Lombardo’s 
and as a starter and with a show 
Fof locally booked acts. 

4 The spot has a large and fully 
#quipped stage. All the seats are at 
ithe tables. 











* |} RETIRES THEATRE ORGAN 
ei uly’s Faithful Old Wheezer, First 
J Of All, at Mt. Resort 

Eph 9 

x Hollywood, June 12. 

. The first organ installed in an 
af 4 ...aerican theatre, at Tally’s Broad- 
- ‘way in 1912, is now at Glenn Ranch, 
’ mountain resort owned by T. L. 
ef’ @ Tally. It took 12 truckloads to trans- 
"G fj vort the pipes. 


Vet theatre operator will build a 
Special structure to house the mu- 
box. 


Newsman’s Hitler Drama 


‘Madman,’ a melodrama. with 
Adolph Hitler as the main charac- 


ts ter, is due to start rehearsals in 
‘ New York this week. Play is au- 

thored by Harry P. Keller, De- 
xi vit newspaperman, with two New 


x ork writers dolling up the script. 
} “Piece is described as anti-Hitler, 
‘Dut not inti-German 








]World Fair's Best Bet in Chicago 
Looks Like Rough ‘Streets of Paris 





A Winchell Fan 





A noted psychoanalyst re- 
cently died. Reaching the heav- 
enly gate, St. Peter greeted 
him with: 

‘Well, aren’t we glad you're 
here. We have a terrible 
worry.’ 

‘What's troubling you?’ 

And St. Peter answered: 

‘God thinks he’s Winchell.’ 


$2 2-YEAR CIDER 
HELPS FARMS 
GET BY 


Kalamazoo, Mich., June 12. 
With the general forgetfulness 
regarding prohibition enforcement 














now typical over the country, 
farmers have opened up their cellars 
and are peddling their private 


stocks of hard cider on the high- 
ways as a by-product of farming, 
for the past year America’s most 
unhappy industry. 

Apple jack 1s selling for an aver- 
age of $2 per gallon along the high- 
ways. Tourists and natives alike 
go for the rural brew. The farmers 
are making no bones about what 
they’re selling. Signs proclaim the 
cider as two years old and not boot- 
leg. One farmer advertises his jack 
as ‘uncut.’ 

A dime a glass is the general 
price for roadside sales. Urbanites, 
unfamiliar with the potency of hard 
cider, down several glasses in rapid 
succession to suddenly discover it 
has a greater kick than most boot- 
leg whiskey or gin. The lads have 
also found out that the after effects 
of a cider jag is lasting. 

Most of the farmers through this 
section have been putting up sev- 
eral barrels of cider yearly with the 
result that the brew is plentiful. 
One farmer has 50 30-gallon barrels 
stored in his barns, and during the 
past five weeks has sold 370 gallons 
in roadside sales. 





Aylesworth Promises 
Par Radio’s Air Hour 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Full half hour of the usual NBC- 
RKO ‘Hollywood On the Air’ pro- 
gram today (12) is to be turned 
over to Paramount for exploitation 
of ‘College Humor.’ 

It is in lime with M. H. Ayles- 
worth’s promise to any major com- 
pany that it can utilize the NBC 
country-wide feature for picture 
plugging. Principals of the cast 
on the program 
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NEW COMPLAINTS 
FOR WASHINGTON? 


Hays Group Believes Ex- 
treme Advantage Taken 
of Code Proven Very Un- 
healthy — Large Percent- 
age of This Season’s 
Pictures with Sex Taint— 
Matter of Discrimination 
for Dirt Producers 








THE EASIEST WAY 





Deadline for dirt may have ar- 
rived. Future complaints will be 
laid at Washington’s door under the 
Roosevelt regulatory platform. 

Even before then, three state cen- 
sor boards during the past week 
have delivered ultimatums effec- 
tive immediately. Official watchers 
of the industry, for the first time 
conceding that producers have re- 
duced the Hays production code to 
sieve-like proportions and are de- 
liberately out-smarting their own 
document, are weary of holding the 
bag. 

Tearing off the shield which has, 
during the past three years, largely 
minimized picture dirt until it 
reached what is described as its 


(Continued on page 36) 


FULL STRENGTH CANADA 
BEER BALLY FOR YANKS 


Burlington, Vt., June 12. 


Dance orchestras are profiting by 
the keen rivalry that exists this 
year between hotels and ballrooms 
on both sides of the Canadian bor- 
der. Dance spots in northern Ver- 
mont are devoting more money 
than they have in years to keep the 
money-spenders on this side of the 
International line. Places that in 
the past were satisfied to use local 
orchestras are now featuring name 
dance bands and advertising heav- 
ily. Practically cvery hotel and 
ballroom is seiling beer as a draw. 

Canadian spots are proving 
worthy opposition and are fighting 
hard to keep the U. S. trade they 
have enjoyed in other years. ‘Full 
strength” beer seems to be the key- 
note of the Canadian drive for 
patronage. The most popular Ca- 
nadian and American dance bands 
obtainable are being booked and 
the hotels are offering special 
week-end rates to Americans with 
a different name band on Satur- 
day and Sunday. Canadian places 
gain some advantage by Sunday 
hoofing, which is banned in Ver- 
mont, 

Canadian resorts are spending 
heavily for advertising in Vermont 
for 50 miles south of the border, 
using both newspapers and Obill- 
boards 
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Saddest Jump Known to Show Biz; 
N.Y.-New Orleans in Sleepless Bus 
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Poor Fish 





Hollywood, June 12. 

Fox attempt to show the 
love life of a clam in a short, 
‘Pirates of the Deep,’ has been 
adjudged indecent by the New 
York censors. 

They ordered the clam'’s ro- 
mantic features eliminated 
from the film. 


FORECAST BULL 
MARKET FOR 
ROADSHOWS 


A bull market roadshow season 
is prognosticated for next fall, The 
hinterland’s reaction to the several 
vaudshows which have gone out, 
plus every other indication, has evi- 
denced an acute interest in stage 
shows from the folks in the stix. 

Sundry plans are afoot to frame 
live entertainment for hinterland 
patronage, with especial eye to 
keeping away from the big towns. 
The small and moderate populations 
are a better market. Gene Austin 
and the Pearl-Whiteman shows are 
cited as examples through Austin 
having cleaned up all along, until 
daring a big stand like New Orleans. 
Whiteman-Pearl likewise fared but 
fairly in Chi at the Oriental after 
doing bullishly in the midwest. The 
Eddie Cantor vaudeshow itinerary 
is evidence of judicious routing to 
give the boys and girls in the back- 
woods a look-see at talent usually 
denied them. 


Too Many Adults at Kid 
Show—So Charge Them 


Chicago, June 12. 

‘Enchanted Island,’ at the World’s 
Fair, opened with a free gate for 
children, has now installed a turn- 
stile and is charging 10 cents for 
adults. Kids still get in free. 

Explanation is that adults were 
crowding the concession intended 
for children on the same principle 
that fathers get more fun out of 
toys than the kids themselves. 




















DIPLOMATIC COMPLAINTS 


Just like the German embassy 
enjoined George Jessel’s Hitler wit- 
ticisms during the comedian’'s 
engagement in Washington, D. C., 
recently, the Greek embassy has 
officially frowned on George Givot’'s 
billing as the Greek Ambassador of 
Good Will, 

Accordingly, Givot is now billed 
as the Creek Philosopher, commenc- 
ing with his B&K date at the Chi- 





The heart breaker of heart break- 
ers of all time in vaudeville is the 
jump from New York to New Or- 
leans, now taken by 10 acts every 
week to the Loew and RKO theatres 
there. Low budgets at both houses 
necessitates making the trip by bus 
for all but a few fortunate actors 
who can afford the train fare. 

Bus ride takes three days and 
three nights. Bus fare of $48 round 
trip per person is paid by the cir- 
cuits. If the actor wants to spend 
$48 more out of his own pocket he 
can go by rail. But few can afford 
that. Of all the acts to make the 
jump in the past few weeks, the 
only one going by train was Jay C. 
Flippen. . 

Going the hard way—by bus— 
calls for three straight sleepless 
nights, and ther the necessity of 
playing a week shows in N. O. 
without dogging it or showing ef- 
fects of the ride. The rest of the 
sad story is that New Orleans on 
both circuit books is a ‘New York 
salary’ date, or, in other words, a 
25% cut. 

Recently a 10-people girl act that 
does all its traveling by bus played 
Boston and Montreal for Loew, go- 
ing from New York to Boston, and 
from Boston to the Canadian date. 
While in Montreal the act was noti- 
fied the next date would be New 
Orleans. Having purchased round- 
trip tickets from Boston to Mon- 
treal, the 10 people had to return to 
Boston, then to New York, where, 
on the same day, they hopped an- 
other bus to New Orleans. They 
spent five straight days and nights 
on the busses making the Montreal 
to New Orleans hop. 


FREE FILMS GINGERING 
SMALL TOWN SAT. NITE 


Joice, Ia., June 12 
Business men are going after 
Saturday. night business in a big 
way with free films on that evening 
during the summer. Expected to 
draw many from the hinterlands 
for the trade area. 


FLASKS PASSING OUT 


Beer Weaning Away Booze Car- 
riers—No Urge for Hard Liquor 
Flask carrying is almost a thing 
of the past, at least around the 
better spots of New York. In a 
very few of the resorts that never 
sold illicit liquor but are now li- 
censed to sell beer, they say the 
flask carriers have been reduced to 
nearly nil. 

Former hip toters now come in 
the restaurants ordering bottles or 
a pitcher of beer and are geemingly 
well contented. It is net nearly as 























cago, June 16, 


profitable to the places as when 
they sold ginger ale or water and 
repeated often to the same party at 
from 50 to 75 per bottle Top 
for a pitcher of beer for the entire 
party is $1.50. 
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Markert’s Team Work for Girls 
Tells Secret of His Roxyettes 


—_—— 4 


‘Now, girls,” says Russell Mar- 
kert to his Roxyettes at the close 
of the last new show each Thurs- 
day night, ‘you were good little 
soldiers today, so I want you here 
bright and early tomorrow morning 
and we'll all go to work on next 
week’s show. Good night, and re- 
member you are Roxyettes. Oh, and 
girls! Mind your limbering and 
stretching! One of you—TI don’t 
have to mention any names, you 
know whom I mean— iid your 
siraight kick in the first number of 
the third show with your knee bent. 
That won't do, you know it won't 
do.’ 


They call him Hawk-Evye Mar- 
kert, and his soliloquy runs iike 
this: 


Lord, what can I have them do- 
ing next, I've had them on their 
ears and I’ve put. them on their 
rear ends. They’ve come down from 
the wings and up from the base- 
ment, they’ve been orchids and but- 
terflies, chrysanthemums and bees. 
They've been « gondola that breaks 
up into a masquerade and a caterpil- 
lar that hatches a slough of moths. 
They've shinnied up ropes and 
they’ve whizzed down brass pipes. 
What can I do with them. now? 

_., ‘Come on, Gene,’ he says to_ his 
assistant, Gene Snyder. The two of 
them retreat to his office, snatch 
match .ticks, pencils or. tooth picks, 
arrange them on the desk in geo- 
metrical formation, try switching 
them and swinging them, always 
bearing in mind that they must fin- 
ish in a straight line—and lo, a 
new Roxyette routine is born. 

Roxyettes 

The girls themselves are the least 

of Markert’s problems. It’s too hard 
to make the Roxyettes for a girl, 
onee in, to take the honor lightly, 
Hundreds are called but few are 
chosen. The winners are all defi- 
‘nitely the ‘Roxyette type.’ 
- Because Markert’s 40 nimble 
sylphs come out on the stage and 
dance as one, don’t think they don’t 
have their arguments backstage, he 
says. He wants them to argue back- 
stage; it keeps them on their toes, 
shows they're not wishy-washy, pre- 
serves their individuality. By all 
means their individualities must be 
maintained—everywhere but on the 
Stage. The Roxyettes is no place 
for specialty dancing; the troupe is 
.a@ specialty in itself. Thus the green- 
.eyed monster never gets a chance 
to break in to their esprit de corps, 
Markert realizes what havoc jea- 
lousy can wreak in a bunch of 40 
girls. Each week he rotates the 
girls down front. All Roxyettes are 
‘equal; it’s teamwork that’s put them 
where they are today. 

Each opening show is another 
Big Game to the Roxyettes. Eacn 
‘week they go in there to win for 
‘dear .old Music Hall, Each week 
they’re out for top applause. They 
-never compete. amongst themselves; 
.40 hearts and souls click as une +o 
goal the rest of the show. And when 
they’re good, they go home after the 
last show Thursday night, and 
when they’re bad, they stay for 
another rehearsal. 
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The Single Envelope 


Film economies have reached 
their bottom. Publicity depart- 
ments of the newsreels are 
sending out their continuity 
sheets in one envelope. It is 
estimated they chisel Uncle S. 
out of $160 weekly as the re- 
sult, 

Rumored around that if the 
reels get the idea over, regu- 
lar film depts. may try same 
thing and pool their own mime- 
ography into one great pack- 
age. 


Girl After Edington, 
Suing for $50,000 Cash 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Josephine. H. McLean, former 
vaude dance producer, has filed suit 
in Superior court against Harry E. 
Edington, ‘Hollywood film agent, 














asking for an accounting of $50,000 


she alleges she gave him to invest 
in 1926, when he became her busi- 
ness manager. 

Also seeks the return of $25,000 
she says is due her from Edington. } 





Geo. Hearst Remarrying : 


San Francisco, June 12. 
Reported that George Hearst, eld- 
est son of William Randolph, gill 
take the marriage vows for a second 
time, this weekend at San Simeon. 
Depends upon whether or not he 
secures his final decree by Saturday 
on the divorce proceedings brought 
against him a year ago by his first 
wife, Blanche Wilbur-Hearst, whom 
he married in 1923 after a romance 
on the University of California cam- 
pus. 
Hearst’s second bride will be Lor- 
na Velie, with whom he has been 
seen for the past year in this burg’s 
clubs and ‘theatres. She is a di- 
vorcee, not of society. 








WANDA HAWLEY DIVORCED 





$9,000-a-Year Husband Wanted Her 


To Give Up $50,000 Annual Salary 





Cincinnati, June 12. 

A divorce from Selma H, Wanda 
Hawley on the ground of wilful 
absence was granted Jay Stuart 
Wilkinson, 36, sales manager of a 
local. firm, Friday (9) in Damestic 
Relations Court. 

The couple united at Hollywood 
July 27, 1925, and separated three 
years later. At the time of their 
marriage, Wilkinson testified, he 
was making $9,000 a year as a tech- 
nical engineer in pictures and his 
wife was getting $50,000 annually 
for screen acting. He alleges that he 
wanted her to quit the profesh and 
make a home for him, but she re- 
fused, desiring that he become an 
actor. 

As Wanda Hawley the wife was 
divorced from Burton Hawley, her 
first husband, in 1921, he dying a 
week later. 

Wilkinson gave Wanda Hawley’s 
present address as 2003 Boyleston 
street, Seattle. 


Beaudine Off at Par 


Hollywood, June 12. 

William Beaudine, after two 
years at Paramount with his last 
film, ‘Her Bodyguard,’ is out. 

Same studio also dropped Mer- 
cedes DeAcosta, following her 
scripting of ‘Man Without a 
Private Life.’ 


SAILINGS 


July 14 (New York to London) 
Yates and Lawley (Manhattan). 

June 21 (New York to London), 
Mabelle Pearl (Manhattan). 

June 17 (New York to Paris) Ben 
Frank, Felix Ferry (lle de France) 

June 17 (New York to London), 
Laura La Plante (Europa). 





June 14 (London to New York) 
Lucky Boys (Olympic). 

June 11 (London to New York) 
Berinoff and Charlot (ile de 
France). 

June 10 (London to New York) 


Jed Harris (Minnetonka), 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Los Angeles Herald Express 


said:—“Will Mahoney, the show 
stopper, at Grauman’s Chinese, has 
an especially constructed xylophone 
to be played upon with feet! P 
some feat! (pardon the pun). What- 
ever you do, don’t miss Mahoney.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


MATE PEDDLES 
AIMEE AS 
STAR 


Hollywood, June 12. 

With an eager eye cast picture- 
wards, Aimee Semple MacPherson 
returns from a European trip next 
week, hopeful that her husband, 
Dave Hutton, has been successful in 
peddling a yarn of his own com- 
position along with his wife’s serv- 
ices to the film studios 

Several studios are reported to be 
interested in cashing-in on: the 
evangelist’s name, but the current 
unde..tanding is that the Bible- 
swinger will have nothing to do with 
production details cn the, picture. A 
previous venture, with Mrs, Mac- 
Pherson as star-producer-etc., ended 
with no film in the camera. 

Hutton’s story is titled ‘Down, to 
Earth,’ with the handle up for 
changing if the yarn is purchased 
since a Will Rogers pic for Fox 
used the title already. 

Proffered script is about a saw- 
dust Satan-slapper who books a 
date in a small spot simultaneously 
with a carny and goes in for med 
show methods to buck the opposish. 
Story is based on much of Mme. 
MacPherson’s early experiences. 














Forgot Bankruptcy 
Hollywood, June 12. 

Vivian and Rosetta Duncan, now 
believed in New York, failed to ap- 
pear today for hearing on their ap- 
peal for discharge from bankruptcy. 

U. 8. District Court postponed 
the hearing. 


All New Future for Miss Crossman 
In These Wonderful Pictures 





What a Break 


—_ 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Noble Johnson has deserted 
the screen to teach house 
manners and useful tricks to 
the prize dogs of film celebs. 
Purps currently being chap- 
eroned are those belonging to 
Richard Bennet, Gary Cooper, 
Richard Arlen, Max Factor, 
Mischa Auer and Victor Mc- 
Laglen. 


White Puts His Film 
For Radio at $300,000 


Hollywood, June 12. 

George White was here more than 
a week conferring with RKO Radio 
studio officials and-is now in New 
York to conclude a deal by which 
he will make a picture for that com- 
pany. He will appear in. it person- 
ally. 

While here he conferred with B. B. 
Kahane and M. C, Cooper, submit- 
ti.. a stcry idea and an approxi- 
mate cost figure. It is understood 
White figures he,can bring in his 
original film yarn, a semi-musical, 
for ander $300,000. White is to get 
a salary as producer, plus a slice of 











the net. The deal originated in New 
York, H. B. Franklin acting for 
Radio. 


White is to obtain the writers to 
adapt the story for screen purposes 
and a team of song writers. He 
told the studio that he has in mind 
Harry Richman, Bert Lahr and Wil- 
lie Howard, with the balance of the 
cast to come from the east. 

If papers aré signed White returns 
here in about two weeks to go into 
production July 1. ‘Scandals’ and 
White’s ‘name are ‘figured for ex- 
ploitation purposes. 





Earl Carroll’s Screen 
Yarn of ‘Vanities’ 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Earl Carroll, having a little time 
on. his hands, has written a mystery 
chiller .monickered ‘Murder in the 
Vanities’. He is trying to peddle it 
here 
Revue stager is holding the tale at 
upward of $30,000, it is understood. 





Burnstein’s Story 


Norman Burnstein not only got 
Culbertson’s approval of ‘The Paste- 
board Emperor,’ which RKO will 
make, but before the bridge author- 
ity left for Europe, he arranged with 
the writer to go to Hollywood with 
him when he makes the picture in 
the fall. 

Burnstein was'a writer at Para- 
mount for a time, doing the scripts 
of- Jannings’. ‘Sins of the Father’ 
and Louise Dresser’s ‘Caught.’ 








Over-Sexed Public Given Blame 


Mrs. Winters of Hays Office Slips Some 
Info to Home Towners 





Minneapolis, June 12. 
The ‘over-sexed’ picture is hate- 
ful in Hollywood and the fault lies 
largely with the public for accept- 


ing this type of offering, local news- 
papers were told by Mrs. Thomas 
G. Winters, former national presi- 
dent of the Federation of Women’s 
clubs and now associate director of 
public relations for the MPDA at 
Hollywood. 

Stopping here, her former home, 
en route east, Mrs. Winters declared 
to interviewers that the world is 
making very hard the fight for bet- 
ter picture which are on the way. 

‘We who are at the center watch 
certain great tendencies and we 
know that to be a fact,’ said Mrs. 
Winters. ‘There are more over- 
sexed pictures and more single ob- 
jectionable scenes in otherwise good 
pictures than the lovers of drama 
could wish, but the popular taste 


ijneeds a good deal of education to 


register its dislike. 
‘The great majority of the best 
selling books, on which pictures are 
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Dennis King (Europa). 


ibhased, are filled with vicious. sex, 





suggestions or with lowlessness. Al- 
most all of the plays on the New 
York stage are filled with dirt. 

‘Modern painting exults in green- 
ish nude bodies. Popular music em- 
phasizes loose moral emotion. Ob- 
noxious as are many of the scenes 
and themes in the pictures, in al- 
most every case they have to be 
cleaned up from their literary 
source because the many-millioned 
audience is, after all, largely decent 
—more decent than the so-called in- 
telligentsia.’ 

Mrs. Winters finds hope in the 
marked increase in the number of 
pictures dealing with real questions 
of the day, and a note of satisfac- 
tion is creeping in with a tendency 
toward the rise of good music in 
pictures, she said. 

Mrs. Winters urged local women 
to supply her with ‘plenty of am- 
munition with which to fight un- 
clean pictures’ and to ‘form councils 
to study in an unprejudiced broad 
way the pictures coming to their 
town.’ This would help to bring 
about a state of rightness quicker 
in the film world, she asserted. 
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‘'Tis better to be a moving picture 
actress than to.be the biggest thing 
on the stage,’ said Henrietta Cross- 
man. ‘More people know you—per~- 
haps,’ she added, twinkling, ‘because 
they don’t have to pay so much to 
see you. Of course, nothing me- 
chanical can take the place of the 
theatre in the hearts of the audience 
—or of the actors, for that matter. 
But they forget you in the theatre. 
Oh, yes they do.’ 

With ‘Pilgrimage’ (Fox) slated for 
road-showing, with—as a result of 
her performance in it—her option 
taken up for another two Fox pit- 
tures, Miss Crossman’s enthusiasm 
for pictures glows from a firm 
foundation. For years one of the 
first ladies of the American” stage— 
(she made her debut when 16). Miss 
Crossman retired from the theatre 
when she stopped playing young 
roles. She had always appeared in 
straight romantic leads. Believing 
she was unfitted for any other sort, 
Miss Crossman gave up her career 
upon reaching the age whcn she 
thought it good judgment to do so. 

But actresses are like war horses, 
she says. After so many active 
years they can’t be completely con- 
tent when not working, and besides, 
work alone can keep one young, can 
keep one healthy—for, working, 
there is not time to notice. Work, 
the work of acting, prevents age and 
sickness; you forget yourself in 
your part. 

An Adventure 

And now to Miss Crossman, who 
had resigned herself to retirement-—— 
there suddenly comes the picture, a 
rebirth. A wider public than ever 
possible in the theatre. More im- 
portance. A new field. A new tech- 
nique. A new world and right at 
the time when she thought her 
career was over. Truly, says Miss 
Crossman, pictures are a magonifi- 
cent adventure. i 

And so pleasant. Everyone is so 
kind, so patient. e 

‘Before you go out they tell you 
things to scare you to death. ‘Take 
care,’ some one told me, ‘that the 
camera .man doesn’t ruin you.’ 
‘Watch out,’ said another, ‘for the 
sound man!’ ‘Those directors,’ said 
a third, ‘they’re merciless.’ 

And I was already so worried, 
after reading ‘Pilgrimage. It’s. a 
character part, you know, and I'd 
never played a character part. I 
doubted if I had the weight for it, 
then I wondered would it be pos- 
sible for a middle-aged woman to 
carry a whole picture. But it all 
turned out very nicely. There were 
no retakes, which I understand is 
unusual. 

‘Mr. John Ford did not upset me. 
He was so sensitive, so patient the 
first few days until I caught on to 
the technique. The camera man and 
make-up man worked and worked 
until they found a make-up for me 
that would photograph suitably. The 
sound man was satisfied with my 
diction and enunciation, ‘Thank 
heavens,’ he said to me, ‘your ‘s’s’ 
aren’t sibilant!’ I can’t wait to go 
back.. I can’t wait to get back to 
work!’ 

Miss Crossman hopes she’ll be as 
fortunate with her next role as she’s 
been with ‘Pilgrimage.’ ‘Now there 
is a part that grows, that develops, 
that progresses. I can’t do a cut 
and dried role, I can't think a part 
in little pieces. It must be inspira- 
tional with me. I must get under 
the skin of a part and play it from 
that standpoint,’ said Miss‘ Cross- 
man, radiantly thinking of the glori- 
ous new future. 


Zasu Holds Team 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Zasu Pitts was placed under a 
termer at Universal insuring the 
continuance of the Pitts-Summer- 
ville team for another year. 
Next picture will be ‘Love, Honor 


and o’ Baby!’ and four more will 
follow for next season. 


Watts’ World Jaunt 


Moscow, May 28. 
Richard Watts, Jr., motion pic- 
ture editor of New York ‘Herald- 








Tribune,’ visited Moscow briefly, 
took in a batch of plays and 
parties, renewed friendships made 


in his previous Russian journey, 
and departed for parts south. 


He goes home by way of the 





i South Seas. 
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Chico Marx as a Bridge Player 


. 4 





Greatest in World, He Says—Writing Book 
About Himeelf 


Hollywood, June 9, 
. ‘When I get out my new book on 
bridge it will just sweep all of the 
others into the alley. I chased Cul- 
bertson out of here and I can’t see 
Simms at all, so you can tell what 
the new book will do to all of them.’ 

Chico Marx talking. He's one of 
the Marx brothers and the really 
only great bridge player in the 
world. Chico admits that and feels 
hurt if you don't go very strong 
for it. 

‘There's another fellow that rates 
with me or at least I play with 
him and he’s going to be in on 
the book, too. That’s Levy of 
San Francisco. You haven't heard 
of him? Well, you don’t know much 
anyway. 

It was casually remarked to 
Chico that a very common impres- 
sion was that his brother Zeppo 
is the card player of the family. 

‘Don't try to burn me up about 
Zeppo. He’s my brother and I 
don't want to say anything more 
about him than I would about 
Groucho, but I never let Zeppo play 
in the same game with me.’ 

It was mentioned to Chico that 
Zeppo had been reported as win- 
ning quite a lot of money from fel- 
lows on the coast who thought they 
could play bridge but Chico snorted 
‘fat that. 

Rothstein’s Confidence 

‘You're just trying to burn me up 
but I won’t burn. You know that 
even before contract came in Ar- 
nold Rothstein in New York would 


‘back me for bridge at any time for 


$10,000 a side. You don't know? 
That's funny. Everybody around 
New York knew how I stood as a 
bridge player in those days and I'm 
even better now. 

‘I've got a system that the kids 
can play. You don’t have to worry 
over the Culbertson or Simms way 
when you're playing the Marx sys- 
tem. I don’t know yet whether I'll 
have Levy’s name on the book or 
not. Don't think I will but I’m go- 
ing to have my picture on the front 
page so they will know which one 
of the Marx brothers is that really 
great bridge player they hear about 
but never see. 

Groucho for Coin 

‘I kept telling Groucho it was an 
error for us to go on the air be- 
cause no one could see us. I wanted 
him to wait for television but he’s 
got that dough hunch and he said 
let's fool ’em for a while where they 
can’t throw anything at us. But if 
we'd been in pictures everybody 
now would be saying: 

‘Look, see that piano player! 
That's Chico, the great bridge play- 
er,’ and of course I'd fix it so the 
advance publicity would admit I 
am. 

‘IT heard that Max Winslow said 
out here he would like to play 
bridge with me for a living. That’s 
funny because when I used to play 
for those $10,000 side bets in the 
Rothstein games in New York, all 
Winslow knew about cards was 
how to shoot craps.’ 

‘I. was thinking that maybe I 
should put the pictures of us Four 
Marx Bros. on the front page, all 
excepting Zeppo. But says I to hell 
with ’em, All I get is an even split 
of the money when we're working 
and why should I give them pub- 
licity for nothing. I suppose 
Groucho’s wife won’t speak to me 
for that and if she does I'll tell my 
wife not to speak to Groucho, I can 
take care of any angles that come 
up in the Marx Bros. affairs, all ex- 
cept Zeppo. 

‘Gee, I wish you'd tell me who 
told you Zeppo was a better bridge 
player than I am. What a rotten 
erack that was. I think I'll get 
Zeppo to take an ad and say tht I'm 
the best bridge player in the world 
and in that ad we’!l put Groucho’'s 
picture. 

‘So long, mugg. This stuff isnt 
for publication. If people don’t want 
to find out who I am don’t you tell 
‘em. And I’m going to tell you the 
title of my book, too, but hold it 
out. The ‘title is going to be ‘Upper 
or Lower Bridge.’’ 








Fuzzy’s Lift 





Hollywood, June 12. 
In ‘Her Bodyguard,’ B. P. 
Schulberg production for Par- 
amount, Fuzzy Knight, as a 
songwriter, steals Schubert's 
‘Serenade’ and fashions it into 
a ditty called ‘Where Have I 
Heard That Melody Before?’ 
Now they’s calling it Schul- 
berg’s ‘Serenade’, 


PHONEY L.A. MILK FUND 
WITH MAE WEST AS LURE 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Using the name of Mae West as 
one of the sponsors, an unidentified 
individual known only as Brooks, 


has been soliciting ticket sales by 
telephone for an alledged annual 
milk fund benefit, ostensibly to be 
staged at Shrine Auditorium. June 
21-22. Brooks, who alleged he was 
connected with the Metro studio, 
phones possible ‘come-ons,’ and ad- 
dresses the party called by their 
first name, evidently figuring this 
will pave the way for a quick sales 
talk, after which the tickets will be 
sent around by messenger on a 
Cc. O. D. basis. 

Better Business Bureau is investi- 
gating, and learns from Miss West 
that the use of her name is unau- 
thorized, while Metro execs dis- 
claim any knowledge of Brooks. 
Marion Davies has been sponsor- 
ing milk fund benefits in conjunc- 
tion with the Hearst newspapers 
here for several years, but so far 
this summer no announcement of 
such a benefit has been made. 

BBB has ascertained that a Viola 
Jennings has rented the Shrine 
Auditorium for an announced affair 
July 21, but no June dates have 
been booked, according to Audi- 
torium execs. 


Polly Moran Abroad 


Polly Moran will skortly comede 
in person in London, starting Aug. 
1 for two weeks at the Palladium. 

Before sailing Miss Moran will 
play some stage time around the 
east. She was on the Fleischmann 
NBC hour Thursday (8). 

Curtis & Allen set the foreign 
dates. 




















SPLIT AFTER 22 YRS. 


Dick Smith-Alice Howell 
Tire of Ties 





Finally 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Dick Smith and Alice Howell 
separted two weeks ago, and con- 
template seeking a divorce. 
Director and actress have 
married 22 years. 


been 





Marxs’ Stooge Returns 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Margaret Dumont starts her 
sixth season with the Marx Broth- 
ers when she arrives here shortly 
to play her customary stooge part 
in ‘Duck Soup,’ at Paramount. 

Actress was with the Marx en- 
tourge five seasons on the stage, 
and in the screen versions of ‘The 
Cocoanuts’ and ‘Animal Crackers.’ 





Cary Grant’s Op. 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Necessity of another operation 
has dropped Cary Grant from 
Paramount's ‘Big Executive,’ with 


no replacement yet made 

Because of the seriousness of the 
coming operation, Grant felt he 
could not physically go through the 





picture. 


WHEN CRITICS GO WRON 


G 








EF ENDED BY \Zanuck Copping Stories and Ideas _ 


FILM Wat MEN 


Opposed to Producers Going 
to Mat With Critics or 
Newspapers — Reviewers 
Can’t Mistake Own Blun- 
ders — Public Has Opin- 
ion of Judgment 








SOFTEST JOBS OF ALL 





Lay off the picture reviewers. 
They are easier on the screen than 
the legit boys are on the stage. 
Compared to sports writers they 
are press agents. The public soon 
forms its own opinion about news- 
paper theatre judgment. 


This is the commentary which 
sitters at filmdom’s table of wis- 
dom are delivering to the more ag- 
gressive major companies which 
would still devise a system where- 
by daily reviewers would adopt the 
mass viewpoint of ticket buyers. 

Coming to the defense of the 
critic, the sagacious ones are ask- 
ing industry representatives, them- 
selves, what they mean by masses. 
The record of the business shows 
that the industry never has been 
able to write a satisfactory defini- 
tion for the word in predicting the 
travels of a picture just going into 
release, or at the time when the 
critics are called in for their opin- 
ions. So, they. are privately asking 
those film execs who would prefer 
to regulate the reviewer—how is 
it possible, even if they and their 
papers were agreeable, to install 
the mass viewpoint in critics? 

So Why? 

Some of the execs are recording 
such rebounds as to compare the 
screen with the sports world; that 
both cater to the masses, so why 
can't the critic have the same 
broad slant as the sports writer? 

Film men with such ideas are 
cautioned not to express’ them. 
They are told that if they will at- 
tend a fight or a ball game or 
wrestling match and read all of the 
newspaper comment they will 
readily understand why filmdom 
can’t improve on the present re- 
viewing system. Most of all why 
it shouldn’t squawk unless it has 
some constructive suggestion which 
as yet hasn't been brought up at 
the industry’s table. 

The picture squawkers, that is 
the latest batch of them who be 
lieve they could bring pressure to 
bear if all told the same story to 
the newspaper business office, are 
blamed for critic build-ups. 

The analysists cite various gen 
eral instances. All producers ar¢ 
allke. They blow this or that critic 
up in type and even marquee. 
Nothing can be big enough in the 
nature of exploitation. 


Goes Sappy 

Now, say the analysists, if the 
critic should be wrong, he makes 
a sap of himself with his public 
and his friends and some of the 
other companies even start whis- 
pering about ‘that inside influence. 

So, they continue, a picture re- 
viewer isn’t long a reviewer before 
he finds this out; before, as well, 
he realizes that more often it is 
safer to pan than indulge those 
laudatious superlatives, at least 
without qualification. 

The average producer, even the 
industry lights make bold to dis- 
cern, is more inclined to be par- 
tial than the average reviewer. 
The industry's private record 
shows that time and again pro- 
ducers who burned over pannings 
admitted after the first six or eight 
weeks of the picture’s release that 
they were a little hasty on the 
critics. The wise men of the busi- 
ness, therefore, add the observa- 
tion that no more than a mother 
could be expected to accept ad- 
verse criticism of an offspring can 
& producer ever have the slant, at 





Inquisitive 





Hollywood, June 12. 

Fox sent out slips to all 
studio employees requesting 
home phone numbers and ad- 
dresses for its directory. A line 
was added which read: 

‘Do you contemplate any 
change in address in the near 
future?’ 

Below that, Herbert Mundin, 
whose option comes up in three 
weeks and who hasn't heard 
one way or the other yet, 
wrote: 

‘You're asking me?’ 


NEWS CAMERAMEN HAVE 
NO USE FOR HOLLYWOOD 


Reason why so few newsreelmen 


€. » get to Hollywood and why so, 
few coast camera lads ever do news 
is explained thusly by Dan Dogher- 
ty, veteran Fox-Hearst executive: 
‘The cameraman who goes in for 
newsreels is an adventurous type. 
He likes to keep on the go. Holly- 
wood doesn’t attract him. The Hol- 
lywood photographer is essentially 
soft. He likes having assistants 
around him. He couldn't qualify be- 
hind a news camera if he tried.’ 

















Mary Dorne Missing 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Search for Mary Kissel, known on 
the stage as Mary Dorne, and the 
wife of Eugene Walter, playwright, 
who disappeared mysteriously Sat- 
urday night (10), has been extend- 
ed throughout southern California. 

Although doctors believe she is 
suffering from amnesia, Walter 
holds to the belief his wife was kid- 
napped. 








Ted Healy’s Big Moment 


Hollywood, June 12, 
Ted Healy has been spotted in 
a feature at Metro. 
He'll play the assistant stage di- 
rector in ‘Dancing Lady.’ 





BAXTER FOR ‘AS HUSBANDS G0’ 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Warner Baxter is siated for the 
top male spot in ‘As Husbands Go’ 
at Fox. 
Rachel Crothers play will be pro- 
duced by Jesse L. Lasky, having 
been bought from Paramount. 





least initially, that his brain child 
is anything except a success. 
Concentrating upon the review- 
er, the picture trouble menders 
have through the years gathered 
plenty of data and refuse to be 
stampeded into any battle with the 
newspapers. The picture reviewer 
is pegged by them as having the 
softest job in the city; so soft, they 
say, that the very softness some- 
times becomes irksome and _ is 
manifest in ‘tired writing.’ 


100% Wrong 


Picture after picture is being 
cited by the surveyists as reason 
for no part of the industry to be 
concerned about revising the re- 
viewer's job. Not only in New 
York, but in other key cities, it has 
been proven frequently that pic- 


tures that have been meted out 
highest laurels have often gone 
deepest in the red, and the sams 


viceversaly is true. 

The wise men have come to the 
conclusion that that part of the 
reading public which reads picture 
reviews soon classifies the writer, 
while that part of the citizenry 
which doesn’t read the reviews just 
finds out for itself and recites its 
own review to its neighbors And 
only upon that lay and verbal com- 
ment, they hold, does the picture 
rise or fall 





From Warner Lot, Jack Warner Says 


> 


Hollywood, June 12, 

Warners has opened fire on Twene- 
tieth Century, the new Joseph M, 
Schenck-Darryl Zanuck producing 
organization, claiming that Zanuck 
has taken story ideas on which he 
worked at Warners and is utilizing 
them for his new company. 

Jack Warner has demanded 
Twentieth Century lay off making 
its proposed ‘The Bowery,’ with 
Wallace Beery and George Raft, 
claiming that it is the same story 
which Warners bought two weeks 
ago from Mike L. Simmons and B, 
R. Solomon under the title ‘Chuck 
Connors,’ through Leland Hayward, 
Zanuck bought his story from Trem 
Carr. 

Warner further claims that the 
story was in consideration at the 
WB plant for six months and that 
Zanuck sat in on conferences on the 
yarn before he left Burbank. Warner 
demands that Century withdraw its 
plans for the story or else face liti- 
gation in which Warners will seek 
an injunction, 

Claim Similarity 

Both stories are said to feature 
the Bowery in the good old days and 
both have Chuck Connors and Steve 
Brodie. Warner states his company 
intended to have Edward J. Robin- 
son play ‘Connors’ and James Cag- 
ney ‘Brodie.’ 

Although not threatening litiga- 
tion on other alleged stories, War- 
ner claims Zanuck copped the idea 
of putting George Arliss in ‘Roths- 
child,’ a plan that Warners had for 
the English actor, now with Twen- 
tieth Century. Company also charges 
Zanuck with stealing the title, 
‘Trouble Shooter,’ which carries the 
the same handle as a story written 
by William Rankin on the Warner 
lot during Zanuck's services” there, 

Jack Warner opened his guns on 
Twentieth Century following tele- 
graphic instructions from Harry 
Warner. According to Harry War- 
ner, Roy Mack, director, has already 
shot atmospheric scenes for their 
Bowery story in New York, 

Miss Bennett had signed an ek 
tension with Radio before going 
over to the 20th Century organiza~- 
tion, and immediately goes into her 
swan song for RKO in ‘Free Lady,’ 
in place of ‘Aggie Appleby,’ which 
she had refused to make, 

George Archinbaud will direct, 
with Jane Murfin having rushed the 
screen play preparation of the Cecil 
Strange story. 

Film must be in work before June 
15 in order to hold the star on that 
lot. 





Tallulah Again! 


Universal City, June 12, 
Negotiations are being conducted 
in New York by Universal for 
Tallulah Bankhead. 
They want her for ‘One Glamor- 
ous Night,’ despite the girl's previ- 
ous screen record. 


Winnie Lightner’s Musicals 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Winnie Lightner has been set at 
Metro for ‘Dancing Ladies.’ 
Same studio took options on her 
for further musicals. 














U Using Talmadge 


Universal City, June 12. 
Richard Talmadge is returning 
to the Universal fold. 
He is to make a stunt serial in 12 
chapters. 
Henry Henigson will supervise. 





New Yorker Engaged 
Hollywood, June 12, 
Colcord, New York stage 
has been engaged for the 
in Radio's ‘Little 


Mable 
actress, 
part of ‘Hannah’ 
Women.’ 

She will come west within the 





next two weeks, 
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Story Prices: Drop 


Down for Film, 


With Screen Starved for Material: 
$7,500 for Novels—Plays $10,000 


The story market is shot and may 
get worse. 

It’s in a bad way for the writers 
who would sell their wares for 
screening and for the film factories 
which are finding worthwhile ma- 
terial as scarce as $1,000,000 rental 
pictures. 

There isn’t very much story buy- 
ing and the decrease in the level of 
prices paid by producers is about 
25% as compared to last year, say 
the story editors. This makes the 
market for the pen-pushers, hoping 
for film rights buys, the poorest yet. 

The film-makers are in the same 
boat through the story field offer- 
ing little that’s worth bidding for. 
It’s not their fault, say they, that 
the writers, publishers and play pro- 
ducers aren’t getting from pictures 
what they formerly did. 

Anything that’s half-way decent 
most of the producers go for, some- 
times bidding more than they think 
they really ought to in order to land 
a buy. But little has been coming 
forward of late that’s even half- 
way decent, it’s added. 


From Hunger 


Market is glutted with bad stories 
and bad plays. Some of these are 
being bought here and there purely 
from hunger in the hope that the 
studio and their craftsmen can whip 
a lame duckling into a winner. 

The average price paid now for 
magazine stories and originals is 
$5,000. A lot are being bought for 
as low as $1,500 with no trouble 
getting takers at that figure for 
stories that reach mag publication 
or, as originals, have a good chance 
of making that grade. The sum of 
$7,500 at present is big for novels 
and $10,000 extraordinary. Before 
bad times came along and helped to 
ruin the story market itself, these 
figures were considered small. 

In the play field, little has turned 
up to excite during this season, now 
ending. Top money-grabber was 
‘Dinner at Eight’ which went for 
$110,000 to Joe Schenck who turned 
it over to Metro which oftens bids 
very high in order to get what it 
wants. Next best was ‘Design for 
Living,’ taken by Par at a reported 
$50,000. 

Other play buys were ‘Twentieth 
Century’ to Columbia for $25,000, a 
figure now calculated as high for 
Broadway productions, ‘Party’s Over’ 
to Col. for $17,500, ‘Three-Cornered 
Moon’ to Par for $15,000, and ‘Hang- 
man’s Whip’ to Par for $10,000. 

Vast majority of the bidding on 
plays has been under $10,000. 

High hopes are held out in east- 
ern editorial quarters that summer 
stock will turn up some worthwhile 
material. All majors expect to cover 
the major stocks looking for some- 
thing pictures can use. 


HAROLD LLOYD’S FIRST 
PRINT STORY FOR FILM 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Harold Lloyd has bought ‘Cat’s 
Paw,’ by Clarence Buddingtcn Kel- 
land, as his next picture. Story is 
yet unpublished but goes into ‘Sat- 
evepost’ this summer. 

This will be first time Lloyd has 
produced a published story. 











Radio Keeping ‘Sun’ 
After Others Nibble 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Radio is on a fence as to filming 
‘Sun Also Rises,’ the Ernest Hem- 
ingway novel, Recently Merian C. 
Cooper tried to sell the story to 
other companies. Getting nibbles, 
he decided it must be good and so 
withdrew the sale offer. 

Hays office previously advised 
Cooper the story was highly censor- 
able. Now the production head is 
asking this organization to lean 
backwards and let it pass muster. 
He is negotiating for E. H. Griffith 
to direct it, if the Hays office prom- 
ises to keep its hands off. 





Fox Buys Norris Yarn 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Fox has purchased the Kathleen 
Worris novel, ‘Walls of Gold.’ 
Intends to use it for Sally Eilers 
and Norman Foster. Starting late 
in August. 


. 





Branch Manager 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Fox Movietone lot has or- 
iginated a new profession. 
George Wittlinger is on the 
payroll as the ‘official studio 
tree mover.’ 


ACADEMY’S MEETING 
OVER CONTROL BILL 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Academy’s directorate will hold a 
special meeting Tuesday night (13) 
to discuss the effect of Roosevelt’s 
recovery bill will have on industry 
and what action will be necessary 
to conform to President’s plans for 
regulating all trade. 

So far no action taken by Hays 
office here, 


Load of Film Display 
Blows Out Expo Wires 























Chicago, June 12. 
The entire northerly island at the 
Exposition was without electricity 
from Friday to Monday, when 
opening night of the Hollywood 


studio exhibit overstrained the 
equipment and blew out the whole 
system. 


The Spoor Spectaculum and Hol- 
lywood, both dependent on elec- 
tricity, closed over Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Pabst Casino and other places 
used candles and oil lamps to avoid 
losing week-end business, 


K.C.B.’s Daughter’s Test 


Universal City, June 12. 


Betty Beaton, comedienne, and 
daughter of K. C. B. has made a 
test at Universal. 

Miss Beaton recently appeared in 
the amateur musijcal, ‘Low and Be- 
hold,’ at the Community Playhouse 
in Pasadena. It was an initial stage 
try with her own song material. 











STUCK IN THE MUD 


Tunesters Counter Tideland Suit— 
Ask for Refund 








Los Angeles, June 12. 

Charging that when the tide 
comes in their lot goes out of sight, 
Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed have filed an answer in L. 
A. Superior court to the suit of the 
Title Insurance and Trust Co. 
which is seeking to collect the 
$9,140 balance on a $12,000 sales 
contract. The songwriters have 
also filed a cross-examination to 
get back the $2,860 they have al- 
ready paid. 

The claim that the property is 
tidal land with rocks dangerous to 
swimmers and that in the winter 
there is no dry land at all; that the 
company made representations that 
Irving Thalberg and Hunt Strom- 
berg were purchasers of adjacent 
property, although the down pay- 
ments made by these two were re- 
turned to them. 

Land in question is at Las Tunas 
beach. 





Caldwell’s First 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Erskine Caldwell has been given 
a Metro term contract. First job 
will be to work on his own original, 
a story of the lumber industry. 
Harry Behn is sitting in with him 
on the adaptation. 
This is Caldwell’s 
contract. 


first picture 





Ruth Etting’s Shorts 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Ruth Etting will make four 
shorts for Radio at a_ reported 
salary of $3,500 per picture. 
One picture will be made 
monthly, with Alf Goulding direet- 


ing. Starts in two weeks. 





‘Baby Face’ Sapolioed 


Hollywood, June 12. 

‘Baby Face,’ the Barbara Stan- 
wyck picture which brought censure 
from Will Hays and led to Darry! 
Zanuck’s resignation from Warners, 
was partially remade and cleaned 
up under direction of Jack L. 
Warner. 

Hays office has now okayed the 
revised version, 


Fox Takes 2 Months 
To Arrange Stock 
For Bond Exchange 


As more time is required prepar- 
ing the company’s annual financial 
statement, the Fox stockholders’ 
meeting, set for June 20, has been 
postponed until Aug. 20, two months 
later. 

It looks likely that the extension 
date the reorganization of Fox's 
outstanding indebtedness will have 
taken place and that a plan agreed 
upon by Chase and its banker af- 
filiates tied up in the company’s 
outstanding bonds. This plan looks 
to be one in which the bondholders 
will agree to take stock for their 
holdings on the basis of 6 shares 
of stock for one bond, and the reg- 
ular company’s stockholders being 
reduced so proportionately to their 
present stock holdings. 

Most of Fox’s bond are held by 
Chase and some dozen or so banks 
and investment houses through the 
country. Minority interest (public 
holders) in the bond is stated to 
amount to not more than $1,500,000. 


‘SOVIET’ MAY GET INTO 
ACTION AT LAST AT MET 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Metro is going to have another 
try at ‘Soviet’ and Jules Furthman 
goes back on the job today. 

This is the dozenth time the pro- 
ject has gone back on the fire. Now 
it is reported to be so nearly ready 
the chief obstacle is finding a date 
when Wallace Beery and Clark 
Gable will be available together. 

At one time practically every stu- 
dio was flirting with the idea of 
making a modern Russian story. 
Some studios had several scripts in 
development. These projects faded 
as difficulties developed in handling 
the delicate points involved in a 
discussion of Sovietism. Even 
Metro has washed up several times, 
but it is still sticking to the idea, 
possibly because of the large sums 
already spent on the preparation. 
It is the only studio which still has 
hopes. 




















Jaydee Signing 





Hollywood, June 12. 

First production contract to which 
J. D. Williams is believed actually 
to have placed his signature was 
given Larry Ceballos for a series 
of 26 musical shorts, although the 
usual Williams’ secrecy shrouded 
the deal. 

Dance director is incorporating as 
Larry Ceballos Productions, with 
filming to start Aug. 1. 





The Mental Struggle 





A Rockefeller rep at Radio 
City thought he was doing 
pretty well in untangling the 
VarRigETY lingo. He had given 
himself a mark of 90 and ex- 
pected to reach a 100 on the 
next issue. 

In the next issue he ran 
across ‘Abba Dabba’ in a head- 
line. It set him back a mile. 











DESPITE HEAT LOOP 
DID BETTER WK.-END 


Chicago, June 12. 
Week end business in Loop the- 


atres showed some signs of beating 
Exposition jinx of past several 
weeks, 

Scorching heat Friday, Saturday 
and until late Sunday, when wind 
shift brought cool weather. 


RKO Wanted 357% Distrib. 
Split, So KBS Deal Off 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Deal for KBS to make one more 
picture for RKO release fell through 
today. RKO refused to alter its de- 
mand for 35% of the gross for dis- 
tribution cost. KBS had already 
made two for Radio on a 30% basis, 
which Sam _ Bischoff again de- 
manded. 

With deal off KBS will make pic- 
ture, ‘Special Investigator,’ with- 
out release. William Saal left 
New York Saturday (10) for here to 
try swinging a new release agree- 
ment, 


Buddy Rogers Free 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Fox failed to pick up its option 
on Buddy Rogers. It matured Sat- 
urday (10). 

Only picture in which the band- 
leader-actor appeared during his 
stay at Fox was ‘The Best of 
Enemies.’ 




















Fact Thriller 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Walter Wise is writing ‘Two Gun 
Auto Thief at Metro. Picture is 
one of the shorts series based on 
supposedly true incidents as re. 
corded in the Bureau of Investiga- 
tion files. 

Metro must submit all scripts to 
the bureau for okay before film- 
ing. 





Helen Mack as ‘Aggie’ 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Helen Mack, who scored a suc- 
cess in Radio’s ‘Melody Cruise,’ has 
been elevated to the spot that Con- 
nie Bennett rejected, the lead in 
‘Aggie Appleby.’ 
Pic set to start around June 22. 








Now Tacked On 


Accounting systems can’t change 
the b.o. take. This is currently be- 
coming apparent to RKO as the 
theatre end beginning May 26, for 
the first time in years, began to pay 
house rents in the summer, thus 
tipping the gross results under by 
maybe $140,000 weekly, so far as 
profit and loss goes. 

Placing of rents on the houses 
in the summer, when formerly they 
were off, is one of the economy 
angles which were instituted by 
Harold Franklin, after he came into 
RKO as the sovereign theatre oper- 
ating individual. His apparent aim 
was to cut the winter overhead 
which was accomplished by shifting 
the weekly rents over a 52-week 
basis instead of the hitherto 40- 





week-a-year system. 
By doing this, Franklin enabled 
the RKO theatre end which he heads 





$140,000 Wkly Overhead Rent for RKO 


as Payoff Arrives 


to write off something like $40,000 
weekly as an overhead saving during 
the winter and spring. Such a write- 
off, coming in the better b.o. period 
of the year, would thus also lift the 
profit side of the b.o. if and when 
occurring and otherwise cut down 
probable losses if and when in- 
curred. 


Pay Off Deferred 


Accountingly, something like $1,- 
600,000 or better on a 40-week com- 
putation basis, could be counted as 
saved. On the other hand it would 
add over $2,000,000 ren* overhead to 
be charged against the theatres in 
the summer time. Which makes it 
anybody’s guess as to who's the 
winner, the Franklin economy sys- 
tem or the accountants. 

The Loew houses still stick te 
that 40-week-a-year rental basis. 


Coast Agents to Be Controlled 
Whether or Not 


They Like It 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Although the leading agents are 
giving the cold shoulder to the 
Academy’s plans for an agents’ code 
of practice, it is apparent that the 
producer-employee organization is 
going to force such an instrument 
on the 10-percenters whether they 
like it or not. 

This was indicated at the second 
and last public hearing on the code 
held Thursday night (8). It had a 
sparse representation of top agents 
when it was implied that the Acad- 
emy would use a mailed fist in get+ 
ting the agents in line. It also came 
out at the meeting that the Acad- 
emy is in close touch with Equity 
in drawing up its provisions. Lester 
Cowan, executive secretary, ad- 
mitted as much on questions from 
the floor. 

Arbitrary stand was also indicated 
by Frank Capra, chairman of the 
Academy’s agent committee who, in 
answer to a question why the bigger 
agents were not in attendance, said, 
‘Don’t worry, we'll get them here.’ 

Legality Up 

Capra informed the gathering 
that from information he has re- 
ceived 75% of the now existing con- 
tracts between agents and clients 
would be declared illegal if analyzed. 
This was taken to mean that such 
contracts would not stand up on 
a ruling from the State Labor Com- 
mission. 

That the Academy is going to sub- 
mit such contracts to the state au- 
thorities has been hinted before and 
will likely be used as a later weapon 
by the Academy. 

Peculiar twist to the agent code 
thing is the seeming enthusiasm 
shown by certain agents, those cold 
shouldering the Academy, to work 
on a code with the Screen Writers’ 
Guild, which, under the surface, is 
combatting the Academy on writer 
issues. { 

It is understood that these artist 
representatives lined up with the 
scenarists as a reprisal move against 
the Academy for asserted dictatorial 
methods used by Cowan in earlier 
conferences with agents on that or- 
ganization’s proposed code. 

Peeve at Cowan 

Peeve here is said to be based 
on Cowan’s threat to the 10-per- 
centers that they will take the Acad- 
emy code or else. 

Writer-agents code is still in the 
formative stages and is being dis- 
cussed by committees representing 
both sides. Principal teeth in this 
tentative instrument is a _ clause 
whereby a client could break a con- 
tract with his agent if the latter had 
not produced work for the writer 
over a stated period. 


Twentieth Century Adds 
Scribes—Buys Four Yarns 











Hollywood. June 12. 

Twentieth Century has added four 
writers, bringing the total to 14 at 
work. Also purchased four stories, 
‘Unnamed Woman,’ by Willard 
Robertson; ‘Born to Be Bad,’ by 
Ralph Graves; ‘Miss Lonelyheart,’ 
by Nathaniel West, and ‘Blood 
Money,’ Roland Brown. 

New writers are Courtney Terrett, 
Ralph Graves, Laird Doyle and 
Harold Long. Latter, formerly sec- 
retary to Darryl] Zanuck, has been 
elevated to the scenario staff. 


Wieck in ‘Cradle’ 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Dorothea Wieck is set for ‘Cradle 
Song’ as her second Paramount 
picture. 

Gregorio Martinez Sierra is mak- 
ing the screen adaptation of his 
own play. Mare Connelly and 
Frank Partos are working with the 
Spanish dramatist on dialog and 
adaptation. 








BROOK FOR ‘FAMILY MAN’ 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Clive Brook on loan from Para- 
mount, gets the title spot in ‘Family 
Man.’ 
Myles Connolly will produce it for 
Radio late in the season. Story is 
by Salisbury Field. 


Dorothy Wilson has the femme 





lead. 



































Tuesday, June 13, 1933 








PICTURES 





VARIETY 5 








| ZANUCK’S RAI 





Marcus In As Partner for Salt Lake 
With Publix on 12 Local Theatres 


+ 


First major move of the Publix 
Enterprises’ trustee, Irving Trust 
Co., in averting liquidation through 
outright sales in satisfaction of 
claims is the partnership. deal 
worked out with Louis Marcus over 
the Publix-Salt Lake group of a 
dozen theatres. It places Marcus 
back in the saddle as a theatre op- 
erator and, approved by Referee 
Henry K. Davis and creditors of 
PE, knocks out any chance of Os- 
car S. Oldknow acquiring these 
houses. 

Oldknow made an offer to advance 
$50,000 against an option to buy the 
property, with trustees then want- 
ing to sell to the highest bidder. At 
that time Marcus bid $30,000. Fol- 





. . +. 
Hays Fixin’? 
Learning the current issue 
of the ‘New Yorker’ was to 


carry a ‘Profile’ of him, Will 
Hays made various efforts to 
soften it up before publication. 
These were not direct but 
through friends of Hays who 
got in touch -with the ‘New 
Yorker’ mag in the MPPDA 
chief's behalf. 

The intimate character sketch 
of Hays, under mag's ‘Profile’ 
feature, is stretched out over 
two issues. It was written by 
Alvin Johnson. 











lowing the disposition of major 
creditors to avert sale of this arm 
of the PE setup, arrangements were 
worked out with Marcus along part- 
nership lines, taking into account 
the personal claim of Marcus of 
$94,000 against PE. 

Under the agreement reached, 

Marcus agrees to take over a 50% 
stock interest in Publix-Salt Lake; 
he to satisfy all existing indebted- 
ness of P-SL as of May 31 up to and 
not exceeding $38,000. Additionally 
he will advance sums not exceeding 
$35,000 to meet any debts over the 
$38,000 figure up to Dec. 15, and to 
dismuss the suit against P-SL, PE 
and Par-Publix which still pends 
in Salt Lake. This was brought by 
Marcus last fall for back rent, etc. 
* Arrangement stipulates that a new 
lease will be drawn on the Capitol, 
Salt Lake City, in the name of PE 
at $25,000 annually instead of $30,- 
000 as now. 
' Entire deal with Marcus is con- 
ditioned upon the Publix-Salt Lake 
claim of $130,000 against PE, which 
Marcus agrees to release in lieu of 
$50,000, agreeing at the same time 
to give PE trustees an option to re- 
purchase 50% of the P-SL stock 
anytime within three years. Re- 
purchase price, under option, would 
be $50,000. 

Marcus becomes general manager 
of P-SL, in control of operation, 
through the transaction. In event 
of repurchase of the 50% stock by 
PE, he steps out. 

Formerly operating in Salt Lake, 
Marcus is now mayor of the city. 
On behalf of Paramount- Publix trus- 
tees and Publix Theatres Corp., 
lawyers urged acceptance of the 
Marcus offer in preference to that of 
Oldknow, pointing to local good will, 
etc. Creditors’ committee likewise 
urged this. Marcus has_ certain 
political influence through his Salt 
Lake mayorship. 

Ernest L. Wilkinson, representing 
Oldknow, asked if it were under- 
stood between Marcus and P-P or 
PE that the option of PE to repur- 
chase P-SL will not be exercised. 
Allen T. Klots, representing PE 
trustees, stated there is no such ar- 
rangement. 


RIFT WITH FOX-EDUCAT; 
NOT ENOUGH SALES 


Whether or not the distribution 
merger of Fox and Educational, un- 
der which Fox distributes product 
of the other company in this coun- 
try, is going to last becomes a ques- 
tion as a result of reports Educat 
isn't- so satisfied with the play its 
shorts are getting. 

Inner accounts are that Educa- 
tional feels Fox is not putting 
enough sales energy behind the dis- 
tribution of the shorts product. Re- 
sults so far, at least, are understood 
to be disappointing to Educational. 

While the Fox sales force is mer- 
chandising the Educational product, 
the latter company is represented in 
the field through six special repre- 
sentatives of its own, one for each 
of six distribution districts 


LaCava’s $40,000 Per 


Hollywood, June 12 
Gregory La Cava will be the high- 
est priced director on the 20th Cen- 
tury Productions’ staff 
Engaged last week for 
tures at $40,000 each 





two pic- 





STUDIOS PAY $1,470,000 
WKLY TO 30,000 PEOPLE 


Hollywood's weekly payroll is 
placed at $1,472,000 in unofficial 
Government figures released by the 
Department of Commerce. Annual 
payroll is put at $76,500,000. This 
figure covers approximately 30,000 
employes in production, as of June 
1, last. 

It is also indicated that film busi- 
ness, as of that date employed 
something like 290,000 people. But 
apparently not counting the extras 
in Hollywood. On the basis of 
classification, the theatre depart- 
ment of the industry employs 250,- 
000 help, or 25 times that of distrib- 
ution which 1s placed at 10,000. The 
theatres of the country employ 8.3 
times more help than is used in 
production, put at 30,000. 

The theatres also carry the biz- 
gest insurance overhead, paying 
something like $27,000,000 annually 
this way against only $3,000,000 by 
production and distribution. 


Bischoff Going Alone 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Sam Bischoff of KBS is angling 
for a new deal for himself. 

He is reported negotiating with 
Universal for probable associate 
producer berth. 








PENN. CENSORS ACTING U?' 


Force Two Quick Substitutions in 
Pittsburgh 








Pittsburgh, June 12. 

After a perod of comparative 
calm, Pennsylvania censors are act- 
ing up again. Last week they 
thumbed-down Par's ‘Story of Tem- 
ple Drake,’ forcing Stanley to sub- 
stitute ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ at 
the last minute. 

This week, with ‘Private Detec- 
tive 62’ set for Warner, censors 
kicked up another fuss, and house 
had to shove in ‘Diplomaniacs’ 24 
hours before the opening day. Seems 
Warners’ censor representative ob- 
jected to ‘Private Detective’ cuts 
and when censors remained ada- 
mant, film was yanked. 

‘Temple Drake’ hasn't yet passed. 





Shiller May Release 
Kennedy’s Fla. Mades 


Hollywood, June 12, 
Morris Shiller, president of Eagle 
Productions, and Aubrey Kennedy 
have been huddling in Florida on 
a producing and distributing deal. 
Shiller’s proposed exchange in New 
York would handle distribution of 
Kennedy's Florida-made ‘Chloe.’ 
Deal also calls for Eagle to pro- 
duce a couple of features at Ken- 
nedy City, the studio site near St. 
Petersburg promoted by Kennedy. 
Al Herman, who has been pro- 
ducing and directing for Eagle in 
Hollywood, has been asked to go to 
Florida Herman is waiting for 
more info on the financial arrange- 
ments 





MAJOR STUDIOS 
PLENTY PEEVED 


Coast Producers Insisting 
Schenck Control Range of 
Signing-Up Rampage by 
His Partner—Jack War- 
ner Calls Prods.’ Meeting 


ALL HIT 





Hollywood, June 12, 

Quite a number of the 
studios are burning at the tactics 
of the 20th Century organization in 
so-called indiscriminate raiding of 
other companies’ personnel. 

Several of the studio heads here 
will appeal to their New York of 
fices to have Will Hays step intc 
the matter and insist that Joseph 
M. Schenck, of the Producers’ As- 
sociation, induce Darryl Zanuck, 
of 20th Century, to desist from the 
open raiding tactics, or reprisal 
measures will be taken by these 
companies, with a threat they may 
withdraw from membership in 
Hays organization if this matter is 
not regulated. 

Last week a meeting was held 
at the Producers’ Association here 
upon the instigation of Jack War- 
ner to stop the raiding process by 
Zanuck, Schenck and Zanuck were 


(Continued on page 43) 


GOVT CODE IN 
FOUR DIVISIONS 


In the series of tentative discus- 
sions now being held throughout the 
industry in expectancy of the for- 
mulation of a government author- 
ized constitution of trade practices, 


the code for production is reported 
virtually set. 

Essentially, it will be composed of 
four parts: (a) Advertising code; 
(b) Labor agreement; (c) Produc- 


majot 








ion code; (d) Arbitration agree- 
nent, 

Working out of details will not be 
attempted until picture lawyers 


have had a chance to study defini- 
tions of the codist legislation. 


DING MESS 





+ 
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The picture business will be 
virtually probe-proof if it suc- 
ceeds in setting up its own 
code of practices, has same 
confirmed by the government, 


and upholds its own regula- 
tions. 
It was the understanding 


yesterday (Monday) of film of- 
ficials that if the industry fails 
to interpret its own formula, 
or to agree on such interpreta- 
tation, the government admin- 
istrative body, headed by Gen- 
eral H. Johnson, will take the 
place of the courts in arriving 
at a decision. ' 











KATZ SAYS THEATRES 
ONLY FOR HIM FIRST 


Sam Katz and his associates, 
Harry Katz, Milt Feld and Dave 
Chatkin, will enter the theatre op- 
erating field ahead of Katz trying 


his hand as an independent pro- 
ducer, according to present plans. 
Any deals that will be made for the- 
atres will be as of Aug. 1 or around 
that date, it is indicated. This is 
set, according to Katz. 

While Feld and Chatkin princi- 
pally have been working on theatre 
plans for Katz, not a single deal 
has been closed as yet. The Feld- 
Chatkin duo have made surveys of 
properties over the country and 
sounded out present control on deals. 

Katz does not expect to return to 
the Coast in the near future, he 
says, probably staying east until 
theatre matters are disposed of. 


COURT ALLOWS $66,250 
RENT CUT, FOX, WASH. 


Washington, June 12. 


Loew’s won a reduction on Fox 
theatre rental from $216,250 to 











$150,000 per year in District Su- 
preme Court last week. 
Loew's requested aé_ reduction 


through Lawrence B. Campbell, re- 


ceiver for the National Press 
Building in which the house is lo- 
cated. Campbell asked the court 


for instructions. 








Open Air ‘Drive-In Theatre for Cars 


Screen Above Terraces—Space for 400 
Autos at 25c Each Person and Car 


Philadelphia, June 12, 
The new ‘Drive-In’ Automobile 
theatre, located near the Central 
Airport in Camden, N. J., is going 
out strong for Philadelphia patron- 
age. An advertising campaign in 1o- 
cal papers and a special compli- 
mentary showing for the Philly re- 
viewers accompanied the opening 
of this novel playhouse—an open 
air amphitheatre so designed that 
400 cars can be parked in the area 
and their occupants can have an 
unobstructed vision of the screen. 
The grading of the lot provides 
for eight rows of automobiles, fifty 
feet apart. The new ‘high-fidelity’ 
scund system, used in the RKO Mu- 
sic Hall, directs the sound. 
Business was very good at the 
public opening last Tuesday, al- 
though during some of the swelting 
evenings later in the week, there 
was a marked drop in attendance. 
The box-office scale is 25c per car 


and 25c for each occupant. It ts 
planned to introduce hot and cold 
drink and lunch concessions in the 
driveway becausé the management 
is stressing the fact that each car 
is, in effect, a private box, whose 
occupants can talk, eat or smoke at 
pleasure. The area is so terracel 
that cars can drive in and out with- 
out interfering with the  secreea 
program. 

The theatre is a partnership ven- 
ture by R. M. Hollingshead, Jr., in- 
ventor of the terracing idea, and 
W. W. Smith of Camden. There are 
three showings nightly and a bi- 
weekly change of bill. After the 
opening, policy was changed from 
exclusive showirg of shorts to that 
of indie pictures. ‘Wife, Beware,’ 
was first with ‘The Racing Strain’ 
following. Open Sunday law in 
Camden figured as a big feature 
for this novel theatre which is only 
bout a 15-minute ride by 
entral Philly. 
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Expect Fireworks in Meetings 
On Code; Hays Plan Is 2-2-2+- 
Gen] Confab May Be Postponed 


This is National Code Week for 
pictures. Whatever is adopted is 
final and there can be no runout by 
various factions, as on other occa- 
sions in the past, without Federal 
penalties. Despite that few film 
groups share the same viewpoint, 
all enter the current week with dif- 
ferent plans. But he Hays organ- 
ization yesterday (Monday) was 
confident hat without governmental 
aid, supervision or _ intercession, 
filmdom will succeed in drafting a 
single working formula to cover the 
business and become effective Sept. 
1, 1933. 

Elsewhere in the industry this 
confidence is not reflected. Allied, 
after private sessions and a general 
meeting last Friday, during which 
it refused to approve a code steer- 
ing committee suggested by Hays, 
is described as maintaining an on- 
the-fence position but is reported 
leaning toward federal control. The 
Abe Myers’ outfit, almost from its 
inception, has favored government 
supervision. 

T. O. C. C. May Balk 

The Theatre Owners Chamber of 
Commerce, single city exhib unit 
in the U. S. to gain major attention 
in these code conferences, also in- 
dicates intentions of splitting away 
from Haysian advisors’ unless 
house run lines are dissolved, or a 
radical modification of the present 
block booking system is conceded. 
If it cannot insert its own plank or 
achieve the concession, the TOCC 
made it known over the week-end 
that it will part with Hays and 
seek Federal intervention. 

The Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America is closely al- 
ligned with Hays. In fact there is 
every reason to believe that this 
national ~xhibitor group will sup- 
port the Hays platform to the point 
where Washington may be con- 
vinced Allied and the others are 
an insurgent minority which Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, at the outset of this 
formula legislation, declared he ex- 
pected to find in all industries. 

A Double 2-2-2 

The Hays Organization hopes to 
set up the code machinery in the 
form of an augmented 2-2-2 com- 
mittee. Instead of the three repre- 
sentative pairs, however, there will 
be six pairs. These men will then 
sit for all phases and departments 
of the industry. 

The fact that they were the only 
group not to be invited to the open- 
ing session on the subject last Fri- 
day riled indie producers to the 
point where they made direct in- 
quiry of the Hays Office over the 
weekend. Answer was that the 
small producers will be heard at the 
proper time; that they will be in- 
cluded in the production phase of 
the coae, which is scheduled to get 
under way on the Coast this week. 

All sides anticipate fireworks. 
They are now supposed to be pre- 
paring their proposals with con- 
stituents so as to be in a declara- 

(Continued on page 43) 
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Radio Contracting 
On Percent-Salary 
For Harding-Dix 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Indications are strong that Rich- 
ard Dix and Ann Harding will re- 
new this week at Radio, on studio's 














aulo | 


plan of salary and percentage in 
future for all name people. 

This’ is first evidence’ that 
tadio’s royalty basis is actually 
operating. 

Dix spotted today in ‘Escape to 
Paradise,’ which is last under pres- 
ent contract. Story is by Wells 
Root. 

Previously Miss Harding hag 
been paid by Radio $92,000 a pic- 
ture; Dix has been gettins about 
$40,000. 
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Faked Animal Film ‘Nice Deception, 
Says ‘Tribune—Leave Them Alone’ 


——— 4 


Minneapolis, June 12. 
‘Tribune’ has protested editorially 
against the Federal Trade Commis- 
wion’s stand aimed at counterfeit 
jungle films. Taking up the cud- 
gels in behalf of the synthetic pro- 


duct, ‘Tribune’ declares that the 
Commission strikes at one of the 
pleasantest of deceptions when it 
prohibits the showing of ‘authen- 
tic’ jungle pictures made in Holly- 
wood. ‘Of all the artistic lies 
which have been hatched in South- 
ern California,’ it said, ‘surely those 
of the jungle fakirs are the whit- 
est.’ 

“We have never been able to see 
that it makes the slightest differ- 
ence whether a cobra fights it out 
with a mongoose in Borneo, in 
Afghanistan or square in the center 
of Hollywood boulevard,’ ‘Tribune’ 
centinued. ‘Whether a bull ele- 
phant charges out of a Burma 
thicket, or rushes the cameraman 
before a backdrop on stage No. 3 at 
Universal City does not seem to us 
particularly important so long as 
the audience squeals with genuine 
terror and delight.... 

‘The point is that Hollywood 
could almost always be depended 
on to stage a good animal show, 
and that the greater the fraud, as 
a general rule, the better the pub- 
lic liked it. If the scenes were 
fakea, the resultant thrills were 
not, and so far as we know the 
thrills were what the picture audi- 
ence paid their hard-earned cash to 
get and not a little dreary authen- 
ticity. 

‘If the trade commission is go- 
ing: to insist on the bona fide ar- 
ticle from Hollywood in every in- 
stance, that citadel of spoof and 
make-believe might as well fold up 
immediately. There will be no 
more wars waged on the outskirts 
of Long Beach, no more Sahara 
sheik treading across Death Valley, 
and no more ships sunk, in minia- 
ture, in the studio bathtubs. 

‘Hollywood, in short, will become 
fearfully literal, authentic and ac- 
curate and by the same token it 
will become, when it gives its audi- 
ences genuine, blown-in-the-bottle, 
eommission-proof entertainment, a 
very dreadful bore.’ 





if and When 


The cease and desist order of the 
Federal Trade Commission on an 
animal picture, so aptly referred to 
and’ neatly digested by the Min- 
neapolis ‘Tribune’ editorial, related 
to ‘Africa Speaks,’ distributed by 
Columbia. The commission ruled 
the film contained misrepresenta- 
tion and otherwise giving an opin- 
ion along lines as disputed by the 
*Tribune.’ 

Like other trade matters of un- 
fair competition taken up by the 
Commission the decision on ‘Africa 
Speaks’ was long delayed. When 
handed down some weeks ago the 
picture had already run its full 
course. Costing less than $50,000 
to make or assemble, it was one of 
the best money films at the box- 
office ever released by Columbia. 

Another jungle picture of two or 
three years ago or longer and called 
‘Ingagi,’ also an African faked an- 
imal film, but released through an 
independent distributor not affili- 
ated with the Hays office, received a 
tough runaround from Hays. Regu- 
Jar release channels received a sug- 
gestion not to play that picture. 
It was also a strong drawing card. 


In faking ‘Ingagi’ had done no 
more than ‘Africa Speaks,’ or the 
Metro animal picture, ‘Trader 
Horn,’ with most of the latter's 


African scenes made around Holly- 
wood or just below the Mexican 
border. Neither Hays nor the Com- 
mission protested against the Metro 
misrepresentation. 

On the stage or screen it’s mostly 
make believe. Lionel Barrymore's 
impersonation of Rasputin could be 
termed a misrepresentation or the 
tricks of the ‘Western’ or action 
poe.. 5 and so forth. 


Re-Shooting ‘Paddy’ Early 


Hollywood, June 12. 

“Paddy, the Next Best Thing,’ in 
Production one week at Fox, is al- 
ready one week behind schedule | 
with studio remaking al] scenes so 
far shot. 

Walter Walker is replacing 
Reginald Mason in cast 





“WONDERBAR’ AND JOLSON 


Finally Lands With WB—Talked 
Over With Others 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Failure of a deal to materalize 
with Metro, Al Jolson signed a con- 
tract to return to Warners and will 
be starred in ‘Wonderbar’ as his 
first picture. 
Agreement was being negotiated 
for Jolson at Metro by Ralph Far- 
num for the same picture on a per- 
centage basis. A similar deal had 
also been discussed with Universal 
and Columbia. 
Warners bought the rights to 
‘Wonderbar’ from Joseph M. 
Schenck who purchased them last 
fal! from the Shuberts. 
Picture will be made along the 
same lines as the European pro- 
duction of ‘Wonderbar.’ Al Jolson 
and his wife, Ruby Keeler, were 
due here from New York early this 
week, 


FOX-WC TRUSTEE EAST 
FOR CONFAB WITH KENT 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Charles Irwin, Jr., one of three 
trustees in bankruptcy of Fox-West 
Coast, left for New York June 10 
to discuss financial matters with 
S. R. Kent and others. 

Fred L. Metzler, treasurer, and 
Charles A. Buckley, attorney, who 
were to accompany Irwin, waited 
for the arrival tonight of Spyros 
Skouras and will depart later this 
week, 


Doc Lee Exploiting 
Special for Rialto, N.Y. 


‘Dr.’ Joe Lee, exploitation expert 
and former RKO division ranager, 
has closed a deal with Arthur 
Mayer by which he’}]l exploit and 
handle the latter’s Rialto theatre 
in Times Square on a percentage 
basis. Lee’s contract with Mayer 
permits him to continue with spe- 
cial outside exploitation assign- 
ments, 

Mayer operates the Rialto for 
Paramount-Publix. He has been 
running it successfully as a straight 
picture grind. Biggest gross was 
recorded with ‘Forgotten Men,’ 
indie war film exploited by Doc 
Lee. 

Lee’s entrance into the Rialto 
operation won’t alter the rest of 
the house setup. Eddie Lenihan 
remains as manager. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Don Barclay. 

Herman J. Mankewicz. 
Ed Perkins. 

Mary Pickford. 

Jake Wilk. 

Jimmy Durante. 

Jack Harvey. 
William Saal. 

Hal Horne. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles Irwin, Jr. 
Fred L. Metzler. 
Charles A. Buckley. 




















Letters of Scarlet 





Los Angeles, June 12. 

Prize exploitation are those 
banners on Main street read- 
ing ‘Welcome, Seventh Com- 
mandment.’ 

Resident of the district say 
this isn’t fair to the family 
honor in that section. 

— From Varigery’s Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


Lots of Litigation 
In Sight Over Par's 
Loans from 12 Bks. 


While expectation is that the 
creditor preference under the $13,- 
000,000 loan to Par by a group of 12 
banks will be set aside, either 
through suit filed against those 


banks by the trustees of Par or 
through compromise resulting from 
suit. If unsuccessful the probable 
result will be a contest over the 
claim itself. 

It has been indicated from inside 
sources that if the bank preference 
is not surrendered, the claim may 
be placed in jeopardy and fought by 
the trustees when it comes to ap- 
prove or disprove all creditor claims. 

Suit of the Par trustees was filed 
Thursday (8) in the U. S. District 
Court. It calls for an answer by 
June 28 from the 12 New York, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles and Philadelphia 
banks. The Film Production Corp, 
subsidiary set up in P-P as owner 
of negatives and rental therefrom, 
are made co-defendants in the suit, 
which asks that assets transferred 
to it and on which the $13,000,000 
loan is secured, be set aside. 

Action would make the 13 banks 
creditors of Par-Publix instead of 
Film Productions Corp. 


Amounts Held by Banks 


Of the $13,368,932 floated through 
the hocking of film negs, equal 
amounts of $1,443,244 were sub- 
scribed to by Bankers’ Trust Co., 
Central Hoover Trust, Chemical 
Bank & Trust, Commercial National 
Bank & Trust, Manufacturers’ Trust 
and National City, all of New York, 
and the Continental Illinois Bank & 
Trust and First National Bank, Chi- 
cago. 

Remaining four banks subscribing 
and amounts were County Trust Co., 
New York, $360,811; Empire Trust, 
New York, $481,081; Bank of Amer- 
ica, Los Angeles, $481,081, and 
Tradesmen’s National Bank, Phila- 
delphia, $500,000. 

Numerous suits of bondholders of 
Par were brought during the past 
six months attempting to set aside 
the bank deal, with plaintiffs alleg- 
ing in their actions that the trans- 
action violated the indenture of 
bonds. 

















Barham with WB 


Tracy Barham, for many years 
a film buying executive for Publix, 
joined WB Thursday (8) in charge 
of booking for the upstate division 
out of Albany. 

He succeeds Wilber Grant, who 
transfers to Philadelphia for 





waivers. 





Summer Overheads at Radio City 





$64,000 Wkly. Set for Music Hall—$15,000 
for RKO Roxy 





New summer operating budgets 
for the Radio City theatres have 
been set at under $64,000 for the 
Music Hall and under $15,000 for the 
RKO Roxy. Inclusive of all items. 

The figures are markedly reduced 
from the weekly overhead the spots 
opened with in Dec. 1932. The Music 
Hall has known as high an operat- 
ing costs as $190,000 or almost, the 
second week of its running. It’s first 
week was around $145,000. This was 





before the combination film and} 
pao policy was instituted. Since} 
then, the house’s high in operating 


lduring the #ho wing of 
lweek of April That 
| hy ise reached an all-time 
$115,000 gross 


‘Cavalcade, 
weer, 
high 
jaround includ: 


o ts 
ny tax 





cost has been around $45,000, tacked | aro und, the 
"lone of those 
the is 


of | gross 


The RKO Roxy operating nut has 
fluctuated from around $80,000 on 
opening to under $50,000. Once, even 
reaching as low as $40,000 on its 
combo film and stage show policy. 
It was cut to under $10,000 on the 
split-week straight film policy, now 
in its third week. 

New Low 
all-time low of the 


The Music 


Hall was reached last week, with 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col), which went 
under a $52,000 gross, including tax. 
Small for the Music Hall, but 
compared with Broadway grosses 
figure ranges top. Just 


upside down things of 
biz where it’s not what the 
gKrosses, sO to speak, but what 
ine wrose Coste that counts, 


how 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 


each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly 


Variety.’ 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 

‘Blonde Poison’ will be Constance 
Bennett’s next at Radio. An orig., 
by Donald Henderson Clarke. 





Jacob Conn, former exhib who 
turned producer, has completed his 
first pic, ‘Crawling Death,’ and is 
on his way to New York with a 
print, to seek a release. 





Metro has given a three months’ 
writing contract to Philip Barber, 
former director of the Group Thea- 
tre in N. Y. and assistant to Prof. 
Baker of Yale. 


‘Bombshell’ for Harlow 
Jean Harlow goes into Metro’s 
‘Bombshell’ upon her return from 
the east in two weeks, and follows 
this with ‘Red-Headed Woman in 
Paris.’ 





Davies, Dressler Co-Starred 
Marion Davies’ next at Metro will 
be ‘Paid to Laugh,’ studio having 
temporarily shelved the contem- 
plated casting office story. Marie 
Dressler will be co-starred with 
Miss Davies in ‘Laugh.’ 





Lee Tracy starts (14) in Metro’s 
‘Turn Back the Clock.’ Colleen 
Moore will play a part in the pic. 
Tracy has been vacationing in 
N.. Zs 





Rogers Stays at Par Lot 
Charles R. Rogers sticks on the 
Par lot for his new season’s film 
output for Par. Concessions made 
by Emanuel Cohen in the matter of 
‘exorbitant charges’ claimed by 
Rogers, hold the producer there. 





Par renews option on Norman 


McLeod for another year. 





Fanehon Royer moves into the 
Hollywood studio on Glendale blvd., 
which she has renamed after her- 
self. 





Radio gives Chick Chandler a 
termer on strength of his work in 
‘Melody Cruise.’ 

Charles R. Rogers is. bringing 
Jack Haley to the coast under per- 
sonal contract and will spot him 
with Jack Oakie for a co-starring 
part in ‘We're Sitting Pretty.’ 





Sidney Rauh engaged to help 
Stan Laurel write the next two 
Laurel-Hardy comedies for Roach. 
Other additions to the Roach 
writing staff include Royal King 
Cole and Frank Terry. 





Hays Summering 
Will Hays, with Mrs. Hays and 
his son, Will Hays, Jr., expected 
here July 1 to spend the summer at 
one of the beaches. 





Paramount is retaking scenes of 
‘Gambling Ship’ to strengthen the 
romantic footage between Cary 
Grant and Benita Hume, 





Sonny’ Brooks, band leader, 
changed his name to Sherwood 
Beasley before going into the Club 
Ballyhoo. 





Gene Forde and Je~se Lasky, Jr., 
are in New Mexico looking for loca- 
tions for the Fox picture, ‘Smoky.’ 





Pierpont Morgan’s preferred list 
will be satirized in a Radio two- 
reeler, ‘Preferred List,’ in which 
Chic Chandler and Dorothy Lee will 
have top spots. 





Milton Gropper leaves Paramount 
for Metro’s writing staff when the 
latter buys his Par contract, having 
four weeks yet to run. 





Young Pan Reporting 
Lloyd Pantages has turned news- 
paperman. He will write a daily 
column from Hollywood for the 
Boston ‘Record,’ Hearst tabloid. 





Work Installing Vaude 
Cliff Work here from San Fran- 
cisco to install the new vaude policy 
going into the Hillstreet, June 16. 
Five acts will be used, with Horace 
Heidt’s band on the stage augment- 
ed with tunesters from the pit. 





Nan Cochrane, formerly on Para- 
mount’s editorial board, is at War- 
ners as assistant to Walter Mc- 
Ewen, story head. 

Laura La Plante sails June 17 on 
the ‘Europa’ for Europe for a vaca- 
tion and a hope to connect with pic- 
ture work in England. Mrs. Max 
Steiner with her. 


‘Beautiful,’ story by Humphrey 
Pearson and Myles Connolly, may 
replace ‘Ann Vickers’ as Ann Hard- 
ing’s next at Radio. 





has Constance 
tose’ 


Radio Bennett's 
‘Bed of back for retakes. 
Worthington Miner is directing the 
new scenes written by Jane Murfin. 


Birinski-Goldwyn Settle 
withdrawn his 


Leo Birinski -has 





coInplaint against Sam 


Goldwyn 


from the Academy, following an 
‘out-of-court’ settlement of the 
writer’s complaint that Goldwyn had 
made an unauthorized 50-percent 
wage slash during the March emer- 
gency period. 

Paul Scholfield and Marguerite 
Roberts scripting ‘Jimmy and Sally’ 
for James Dunn and Sally Bilers at 
Fox. 

Milton Kibbee, brother of Guy 
Kibbee, is in Columbia's ‘Lady for 
a Day.’ 








‘Green- 
It’s 


Paramount has bought * 
loaning,’ novel by A. J. Cronin, 
a Scotch farm story. 





Sarah Y. Mason and Victor Heer- 
man are writing a new treatment 
for Radio’s ‘Little Women,’ the two 
others having hit the wastebasket. 

Evelyn Venable will join Para- 
mount under contract when she 
completes her tour with Walter 
Hampden’s Shakespearean reper- 
tory company around July 1. 

Paul Martin’s 
picture will be 
which he will direct for Fox. 
Wurtzel will produce it. 








initial American 
‘Oriental Express,’ 
Sol 





direct the next 
‘Daring 


Alan James will 
Ken Maynard western, 
Danger,’ at Universal. 





Frank Strayer is directing ‘After 
Office Hours’ for Invincible with 
Lew Cody, Aileen Pringle and Sally 
O’Neil in the cast. 





University of Southern California 
will give night courses in motion- 
picture production, starting June 19. 





Delete Coward’s Dialog 
Not a line of Noel Coward’s dia- 
log is left in the version of ‘Design 
for Living,’ which Ernst Lubitsch 
brought back with him from New 
York, where he had worked on the 
script with Ben Hecht. 





Paramount has sold ‘As Husbands 
Go,’ play by Rachel Carruthers, to 
Jesse Lasky. Par has owned it sev- 
eral years, but shelved it after fail- 
ing to get a satisfactory script. 





In the Money 
Warners have given three months’ 
contract to 100 chorus girls appear- 
ing in ‘Footlight Parade. Salary is 
$66.67 per week. 





‘Test Pilot’ has been postponed 
until fall by Metro, and Thompson 
Burtis, on the script, is now off the 
payroll. William A. Drake’s writ- 
ing contract at Fox is up and he 
has left the studio. 





Jack Pearl picture, untitled, will 
be directed for Metro by Russell 
Mack. Donald Ogden Stewart is 
preparing the story. 


Into Karloff’s Shoes 
Claude Rains goes into ‘Invisible 
Man’ at Universal in the part first 
set for Boris Karloff. 





Metro Wants Walsh 

Metro is trying to get Raoul 
Walsh to direct ‘Paid to Laugh,’ in 
which Marion Davies will be co- 
starred with Marie Dressler. Walsh 
is now set to do ‘The Bowery’ for 
Twentieth Century, to tar Wallace 
Beery and George Raft. 





KBS deal to produce an addi- 
tional 12 pictures for Radio release 
fell through. Dicker is now on for 
the company to make one, ‘Special 
Investigator,’ a title owned by 
Radio. 





Bidding is going on between 
Radio and Metro for the services of 
Ernest B. Shoedsack, who is now 
directing at the former studio. 
Metro wants him for ‘Malibu,’ an 
animal story, and ‘Amazon Basin,’ 
to be made in South America. 





Hurrying MacDonald 

Metro is trying to get Jeanette 
MacDonald back from Europe by 
July instead of August in order to 
start earlier on ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ in 
which she will be co-starred with 
Ramon Novarro. She is also under 
a Metro contract to do ‘I Married 
an Angel.’ 





Marion Gering, Paramount di- 
rector, has an offer to direct a pic- 
ture in England, starring Lily 
Damita, for Vandor- Nelson. 





BE. Mason Hopper will direct ‘One 
Year Later’ for Allied. It’s an or- 
iginal by F. Hugh Herbert and Paul 
Perez. 








Newest night spot is the ‘Club 
Ebony’ (colored), at Central avenue 
‘and 4ist street. Fourteen dancers 
and a floor show. 

For the sake of art Miriam Jor- 
dan changed her name to ‘Mimi’ 
and had her hair bobbed to fit the 
new monicker in order to go inte 

(Continueu on page 32) 
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Dep't Commerce Figures on Drops in 
Business—1933 Is 50% Under 1928? 


+ 


Figures revealed by the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, as of June 
1, show that, while the film industry 
increased its investment through 
the addition of sound by 9% or 
$200,000,000, the average weekly at- 
tendance in film theatres has been 
steadily declining until today it is 
56% under the peak year of sound, 
1928. 

The total U. S. film investment, 
currently, is placed at $2,000,000,000, 
or 80% of the world’s total of $2,- 
500,0°0,000. The average daily at- 
tendance is stated to be 5% of this 
country’s total population, 6,400,000 
or around 44,800,000 weekly. 

In 1928, the average weekly at- 
tendance was estimated at 100,000,- 
000. (In the trade at 80 millions 
that year). Last year, 1932, it was 
estimated at from 55,000,000 to 70,- 
000,000. That would hand the 1933 
average weekly figure of 44,800,000 
at anywhere from 21 to 31% under 
1932; about 31% under 1931 and 
around 50% under 1930. 

The figures are apparently based 
on an estimate of 13,247 theatres, 
stated to be actually in operation, 
out of a total of 19,311 houses in the 
U. S., which would mean that with 
the huge decline in attendance, 
something like 6,064 theatres or 
nearly one-third of the total houses 
in the country were dark at the 
end of 1932. (Likewise an over-es- 
timation above trade figures’ of 
numbers of open theatres). 

Annual theatre income, on these 
figures is put at $1,100,000,000, ap- 
parently, although the amount of 
decline isn’t given. Estimated aver- 
age weekly film b.o. income, there- 
fore, could be placed at around 
$21,153,000. 


BANKRUPTCY AS AID 
TO REORGANIZATION 


The route through bankruptcy as 
@ means of reorganization will be 
encouraged, it is believed, by the 
new McKeon bill lessening the 
power of minority creditors. The 
McKeon measure, through the 
House last week, would make it 
possible to attempt reorganization 
of any bankrupt on approval of the 
court and by agreement of two- 
thirds of the creditors and a ma- 
jority of the stockholders. 

In effect, it would make the way 
clearer than now for reorganization 
plans despite opposition of smaller 
creditors. In view of the bank- 
ruptcy amendments in favor of rail- 
roads, it is believed the McKeon bill 
will become law. Present bank- 
ruptcy regulations are admitted to 
be considerably cumbersome, with 
the smallest of creditors in a posi- 








tion to be annoying if not dan- 
gerous. 
This has been demonstrated in 


part by the litigation arising out 
of Paramount's equity receivership 
and bankruptcy. Small bondholders 
mostly have _ retarded progress 
through sundry suits in the Federal 
and State courts. 

While minority creditors have the 
right to oppose any moves under 
receivership or bankruptcy not re- 
garded as in their best interests, 
under the McKeon modifications 
more than a one-third representa- 
tion by creditors would be essential 
in demanding liquidation. 

What would make the ride through 
bankruptcy of possible appeal under 
eased bankruptcy laws for corpo- 
rations in distress is the license un- 
der bankruptcy to trustees in dis- 
affirmation of leases, contracts, etc., 
compromise of claims, etc. 





U Takes Aldine 


Philadelphia, June 12, 
Aldine, dark, will re-light June 
23. Universal has rented the 


house from Stanley-Warner for ‘Be 
Mine To-Night.’ 

Policy will probably be grind, al- 
though house used to be known as 
Philly's 





best roadshow bet 





Admiral Franklin 





Harold Franklin’s got a 
boat. Had it a couple of 
weeks. Manned by a crew of 
five. Other weekend, the RKO 
theatre head got as far as Al- 
bany in the yawl. 

There, Franklin o0.0.’d one 
of the RKO houses and he re- 
turned the following Monday 
to aake his report. 

Somebody heard of it and 
now Franklin's an Admiral on 
the staff of Gov. Ruby Lafoon, 
of Kentucky, a state which 
hasn't even a canal boat. 

Official, only the rub comes 
that Franklin might have pre- 
ferred being a Commodore in 
a wet state. 


20th's Dickering 
With La Bennett 
Gums Up Radio 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Constance Bennett is set with 
Twentieth Century, the Schenck- 
Zanuck organization. Contract as 
drawn up for three pictures with 
options for more. 

Miss Bennett has been talking on 
two different propositions, one for 
a flat sum and the other for salary 
and percentage on profits. 

Switch to Twentieth Century was 
a surprise to Radio Pictures. Lat- 
ter’s execs claim they have a ver- 
bal agreement with Miss Bennett to 
extend her contract for one picture 
after today, when the present con- 
tract expires. 

Radio figured on Miss Bennett 
doing ‘Aggie Appleby,’ but the star 
is reported turning this down. Ra- 
dio is looking for another story and 
trying to get her to sign an exten- 
sion as well as listen to its propo- 
sition for another’ three-picture 
deal. Darryl Zanuck stated he would 
insist on Miss Bennett carrying out 
any agreement made with Radio 
before her proposed contract with 
his organization takes effect. 

Twentieth Century also con- 
tracted last week Loretta Young, 
recently with Warners, and Walter 
Lang, former Fox director. Com- 
pany is negotiating for Sidney Lan- 
field, now at Radio, to direct one, 
and for John Cromwell, also at that 
studio, for a minimum of three pic- 
tures. 














Salary Claims Hold Up 


C. C. Burr Discharge | 


Hollywood, June 12, 


Group of creditors, headed by 
Estelle Taylor, is opposing the dis- 
charge of C. C. Burr’s voluntary 
bankruptcy and had the Educa- 
tional producer in court again June 
8 for examination by Referee 
Rupert B. Turnbull. Miss Taylor, 
to whom Burr owes $850, Eddie 
Kane and Edmund Burns arg 
through their attorneys, Zagon and 
Aaron, fighting the discharge 
chiefly on the grounds that Burr 
failed to keep books on his finan- 
cial transactions. 

Accounts kept by Monogram on 
‘Western Limited’ and ‘Midnight 
Patrol,’ two features Burr made for 
Trem Carr, were also brought into 
court June 8 for going over when 
questioning of Burr revealed the 
returns on the picture were poor. 

Burr filed his voluntary bank- 
ruptcy petition Nov. 2. Miss Tay- 


lor, Kane and surns were paid 
only half their salaries on the two)} 
features and given notes for the 
remainder, Burr included the notes 
in his bankruptcy petition He | 
9wes Kane $350 and Burns $99. 
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TOUGHEST ANGLE 


Former Operators Return- 
ing to Former Houses 
Find Everything Same as 
Before Except Attend- 
ance—Chain Operation as 
Audience Killer 








CUT SEATS, NOT SCALE 





Chain and other theatres which 
may have been returned to their 
former  exhibitor-owner-operators, 
went back with one angle undeter- 
mined. That was the audience. 

The former operators upon secur- 
ing their former theatres once again 
found that they could operate the 
houses in about the same way they 
had done before letting them go to 
a chain or others, but they did not 
have the same audience. The prob- 
lem now is how to get that audience 
back. 

Plain facts seem to agree that 
chain operation drove the once pop- 
ulous audience so far away from 
the downtown theatre at least that 
no one is competent to say how or 
when the individual exhibitor can 
bring back his house to the point 
where it was in attendance when he 
left it. 

That this is the most important 
block at present confronting the 
indie house operator who is back 
in charge of his theatres is not dis- 
puted. To make it more serious 
this weaned away audience’ prop- 
osition is at hand whether the’ re- 
newed theatre management plays 
pictures only or a combination 
show. It also looks as though a 
special exploitation and publicity 
campaign will be called for in most 
of the former chain spots to at- 
tempt to drag that audience back. 

Some showmen will claim maybe 
that this is due to the downtown 
theatre situation entirely: that the 
driven away audience does not 
come back -because the neighbor- 
hood house, with its cheaper price 
and the parking situation, would 
have brought about the same down- 
town result with or without chain 
operation or the over-seatage. No 
one will contradict showmen who 
make this latter argument, but the 
impression of the exhibitors them- 
selves who are now trying to put 
over their former theatres is that 
the audience was driven away, and 
driven away by bad shows, whether 
all film or picture and “stage 
show. Bad shows and bad man- 
agement that cut everything but 
seats, cutting down the grosses 
faster than they cut the overhead. 
And some chain houseg in neigh- 
borhoods have felt it. 

That driven away audience is the 
unexpected headache of the exhibi- 
tor again running his own house. 
He can take care of everything but 
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NEW OWNERS F IN|) Tieups of Stars and Advertising 


For Money or Publicity Again 
Back—Producers on Yes End 





Fingers Crossed 





Glendale, June 12. 

First theatre manager to ex- 
tend felicitations to studio 
staffs that bring previews to 
his house is Floyd Menneilly of 
the Alexander here. 

Has a one-sheet card in the 
lobby wishing the cast, studio 
officials and publicity depart- 
ment good luck as they go in 
to learn the pic’s fate. 











Outside Product 
Mostly for RKO's 
Music Hall in R. C. 


Radio City Music Hall may have 
to dig hard for product this summer. 
It’s partly due to the failure of 
Radio Pictures, its own distributor 
associate, to deliver for the big the- 
atre. Since before Easter Radio has 
given the M. H. but one film pro- 
duction, ‘Silver Cord, week May 4. 

Last week (1-7) house went to 
Columbia for ‘Cocktail Hour’ and 
currently has another Columbia, 
‘Ann Carver's Profession.’ 

Fox leads in supply of first-run 
product to the big theatre over the 
10-week period. That distrib’s pic- 
tures were ‘Cavalcade’ (two weeks), 
‘Zoo in Budapest,’ ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band’ and ‘Adorable.’ Warner Bros. 
sold the giant operation ‘Working 
Man’ (April 21) and ‘Elmer the 
Great’ (May 25). 

The latest release of Radio, ‘Goldie 
Gets Along,’ was sold to the old 
Roxy for its New York first-run, 


Roadshowing ‘Pilgrimage’ 


Hopes of Fox is that ‘Pilgrimage’ 
will stand up for roadshowing. 

Gaiety, N. Y., starts the Fox pic- 
ture on a two-a-day $1.50 top run 
July 12. John Goring will be in 
charge and in other keys, if and 
when, 

















that, and that departed audience 
means a lot of extra work with 
many weekly losses meanwhile, 

In the future, perhaps, theatre 
managers in times of stress will 
say: cut seats, not scales, and learn 
that a good show on the stage or 
screen ig the only thing that will 
help the gross and stand-off the 
overhead. 








All Local Exhibs Must Agree Before 
Distribs Will Consider Trade Pleas 





Unless exhibitors can prove they 
are unanimously in agreement in 
any one territory, distributors will 
refuse to consider any pleas for re- 
zoning or change in relation with 
the box office. 

The significance of such a decision 
among the sellers is revealed to be 
far-reaching. On the matter of 
double feature policies, one of the 





during the past two years, all ex- 


| hibs in a bailiwick will have to 

| agree to single projection before the 

| distribs will lend an ear. 

| As long as there are owners in 
such a territory who want to play 
doubles, certain of the major dis- 

| trib heads, themselves, say they will 
sell them. Such an attitude is ad- 

| mitted ynly further involving the 





accredited headaches of the industry | 


| 
| 


lt 


; the zone 


twin show, a policy which the Hays 
office, as well as certain of the exhib 
organizations, have spent much time 
condemning. 

Distribs point to the Cleveland 
situation, holding it to be the only 
agreement of its kind and the only 
one which will hold water. During 
those conferences the status of each 
box office was studied and when 
a decision was reached between cir- 


cuits and .ndependents it was 
unanimously er.dorsed as not being 
injurious to any box office. 

On the matter of double policies 
listrib spokesmen now hold that 
many exhibs would probably be 
forced under if seliers were to abide 
»y the wishes of even a majority of | 
ther owners, better positioned, in 


Star tie-ups with national adver- 
tisements are due for a sizable come- 
back along entirely different lines. 


Publicity department heads of ma- 
jor companies, meeting with the 
approval of the official, industry, 
discussed ways and means to get 
the business as a whole more free 
publicity, the star and his company 
more space, and possibly persuading 
the national advertiser to pay the 
company for use of the star photo 
and name. 

This revenue angle for the pic- 
ture company is brand new as a 
general thing. At a p.a. session re- 
cently, it was brought out that sev- 
eral companies already are receiving 
money from the advertisers as well 
as free space. Warners was men- 
tioned as one of such companies at 
the meeting. 

The gathering was ostensibly 
called at the request of John C. 
Flinn, who also ‘invited’ the Hays 
office to be represented. Frank 


entered the debate, which is re- 
ported to have developed no opposi- 
tion, but simply a channel by which 
such tie-ups may be furthered with- 
out embarassment to company or 
the industry. 

Cautious = - 

In view the the fact that the 
National Better Business Bureau has 
incorporated in its standards certain 
advertising requirements, and an 
antipathy toward phoney copy and 
endorsements, and the industry, it- 
self has an advertising code, the 
boys agreed that they will have to 
move cautiously. 

The picture business went into 
the matter of tie-ups some time ago. 
Then the star endorsement of soap, 
etc., was not looked upon with great 
favor. At that time, it was the star, 
in most instances, who made what- 
ever money was to be made or 
who got whatever publicity was to 
be gotten through the tie-ups. 

Now the tie-up picture is differ- 
ent. Producers have the right to 
dictate the terms of new tie-ups 
and to keep for themselves what- 
ever money may come in. They 
are also in a position to demand a 
50-50 break in the ad. In other 
words no star ‘still’ shall be used 
without the current picture getting 
important mention and direct hook- 
up. 
It is understood also that no star 
will be allowed to say that such and 
such an ointment cleared her skin 
if she never had pimples. Whether 
the star will have to smoke the 
cigaret he endorses remains to be 
discovered. 


Books, Car, Duds in 
Weeks’ Bankruptcy 


Hollywood, June 12, 

Bankruptcy petition filed by H. 
Keith Weeks, night production su- 
perintendent at Fox, shows a total 
of $10,567 in liabilities against assets 
of $259. Latter consists of books 
and a car. 

Largest single debt is $2,325 in 
unpaid alimony due Ruth Day 
Weeks, 

Jack Clarence Strock, announcer 
at KFOX, Long Beach, listed bills 
of $640 and $10 worth of clothes as 
assets in his bankruptcy plea, 

Travis B, Hale, musician, also 
went into bankruptcy, with note of 
$1,076 as liabilities and $165 worth 
of personal effects as assets. 


A New Low 








ly 


Only $655 in debts prompted 
Richard J. Flynn of Forest Hills, 
N. Y., theatre manager, to take ths 
voluntary bankruptcy route. 

His assets exceed his liabilities 

| totaling $1,075, of which $1,000 is in 
life insurance 


Wilstach was one of the many who 


ae 


ooo SRR St er estar Aa 


oN Ta eae 
2 


* wey _. 


~es 


ee. 
eS NIRS 8 ae RT LT FE ROI ERR gE OS 


ne ae ee 


7 


x RRO RR  TRO Ry Eat he 


Smt Ae noe 
MPT mM reer 


en 


on eee 5 


Seeger 





8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, June 13, 1933 








a 
——— TT 














—_—_———— 


iggers $18,000 2d Wk. After 
$1,000 Ist Leads in L.A.; WB 


Pair with 





Los Angeles, June 12. 

‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ in second 
week at Chinese is the leader of the 
pack. Having hit $21,000 on the 
initial stanza, looks as though it 
will crop around the $18,000 figure. 
Paramount has rather weak drawing 
card in ‘I Love That Man,’ and will 
come home with around $12,000, 
which is considerable dropoff from 
trade it has done in past few weeks. 

Seems as though the title, ‘The 
Warrior’s Husband,’ is no box of- 
fice bait for the State and will 
hardly get much over the $9,000 
mark. Warner houses have William 
Powell in ‘Private Detective 62’ and 
will be Jucky to accumulate a take 
of $19,000 between them. 

‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ is none 
too hot for the RKO, so house will 
probably hold around its regular 
$3,800 average. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 50- 
$1.50) —Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and stage show (2d week). Second 
stanza, despite heat, clipped off ata 
good pace and should come home a 
couple of grand less than first. In- 
itial week take was an even $21,000, 
which is excellent. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Private Detective 62’ (WB) and 
vaudeville. Powell name not the 
magnet that others are here. Vaude 
bill will help considerable to around 
$9,000. Last week ‘Lily Turner’ 
(WB). Fairly good at $9,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
"Private Detective 62’ (WB) and 
vaudeville. Powell drag in town all 
out here, but not apparently heavy 
as take is geared for around $10,000. 
Last week ‘Lily Turner’ (WB). 
Somewhat of a Chatterton disap- 
pointment at around $9,000. 


Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘The Sphinx’ (Monogram) 
and ‘The Return of Casey Jones’ 
(Monogram). Little stage competi- 
tion in houses meeting scale here 
brings take to around $3,600. Last 
week ‘Forgotten’ (Chesterfield) and 
‘Night of Terror’ (Col), bit disap- 
pointing at $3,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—‘I Love That Man’ (Par) and 
stage show. Names of Nancy Car- 
roll and Edmund Lowe mean little 
here, so house will have to content 
itself with $14,000, which take was 
aided considerably by studio pre- 
views. Last week ‘Story of Temple 
Drake’ (Par). Big and healthy take 


%of $17,800, which is large profit all 


around. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘The Kiss 
Before the Mirror’ (U). Trade for 
this one not spirited at all. Best it 
can hit is $3,800. Last week ‘Silver 
Cord’ (Radio). They just would not 
go for this one at all, as $3,826 
shows. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
"The Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). 
Title is no help to this Lasky opus. 
Picture liked by critics but locals 
are shying, so $9,000, poor, is all 
that can be looked for. Last week 
"Today We Live’ (Metro). Sloughed 
off on finishing days and wound up 
with few smackers over $13,000. 


ST. L. MUNY OPERA NO 
HELP, BUT PIX NOT BAD 


St. Louis, June 12. 

Municipal opera in full swing is 
mowing great holes in film house 
grosses. Only in cases where they 
put up a good program and a stiff 
fight are the pictures able to make 
any showing at all. Still, it’s not as 
bad as everybody expected or as at 
the same time the last year or two. 
Which may or may not indicate 
that things are improving locally 
for the cinema. 

Unusual aggressiveness on the 
part of a new management at the 
Ambassador has kept that house’s 
head above water tne last week or 
two. Aside from arranging as good 
a program as_ possible, they've 
adopted the policy of telling the 
folks around town about it by divers 
means. The results are showing at 
the box offices. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
$5-55)—‘Little Giant’ (FN) and 
stage show. Going nicely for $16,- 
00%. Last week ‘International 
House’ (Par), $15,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)—‘It’s 
Great to Be Alive’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Not more than $9,000, poor. 
Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) 
$10,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,600; 25- 
35-955)— Devils Brother’ (MG). 
Laurel and Hardy’s following 
around here only so-so; $8,000, poor. 
Last week ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) $9,600. 
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Detective $19,000 


Circus Competish Adds 
To N.H.’s B.O. Troubles 


New Haven, June 12. 


Ringling-B. & B. circus will cut 
into film grosses this week. Para- 
mount will remain open for sum- 
mer and not darken for the warm 
spell. 

Shore spots beginning to dent pic- 

ture takes. Summer part time policy 
has hit several nabes. 
‘Gold Diggers’ holding over for 
second week. Last week everything 
in town lined up to kill this film. 
Palace brought in big-time double 
bill; Bijou offered ‘White Sister’ at 
15-25c, and another subsequent 
runner resurrected ‘42nd St.’ as 
competish. Despite all this, ‘Dig- 
gers’ came through with a beautiful 
take. 





Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50), ‘International House’ (Par) and 
‘Reform Girl’ (Col). .Not so hot at 
$5,700. Last week ‘I Love That 
Man’ (Par) and ‘Mysterious Rider’ 
$3,900, poor. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50), 
‘Peg O’ My Heart’ (MG) and ‘Hold 
Me Tight’ (Fox). Headed for a sat- 
isfying $5,500. Last week ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ (MG) and ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
(RKO), at $6,000, were okay in face 
of heavy opposition. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50), ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). On sec- 
ond week, is set for a fair $5,000 
after milking the draw pretty dry 
on a knockout first week at $15,000. 


Diggers,’ 156, Looks 
Niftiest in Cincinnati; 
‘Out All Night’ 536 


Cincinnati, June 12. 


‘Gold Diggers,’ the current box 
office smash, with the take impor- 
tant enough to crow about even in 
regular season and good times, held 
‘em out steadily Saturday and 
Sunday after one o’clock. Baer- 
Schmeling scrap film shoved into 
the Albee Monday (12) and local 
interest should add a couple of 
grand to theatre’s receipts during 
balance of week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 25-50)—‘Out 
All Night’ (U). Pitts-Summerville 
combo only $6,500, not right. Last 
week ‘International House’ (Par) 
$8,700, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 25-50)— 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG). Revival 
of old legit clicker, plus Marion 
Davies, getting on:y $6,000, mild. 
Last week ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par), 
fluttered to $5,500, fair, after flying 
high on getaway. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 25-50)— 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). Scear- 
city of b. o. names reflected in $5,000 
take, not so hot. Last week ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) $5,500, pleasing. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Gild Diggers of 1933’ (WB). Biz 
for first two days nip and tuck with 
that for same time on ‘42d Street,’ 
which holds house record. Latter 
picture licked the bank holiday and 
this one looks big enough to wallop 
heat wave and call of the outdoors. 
Should do a full $15,000 and likely 
to remain for a third week. Front 
flash has more femme display than 
other used at this theatre and the 
center sign, ‘A hot show in a cool 
house,’ is another rarity for lobby 
advertising here. Last week ‘Little 
Giant’ (FN) $5,200, okay. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)—‘Ann 
Carver’s Profession’ (Col), and 
‘Supernatural’ (Par). Split week 
looks only $1,200, weak. Last week 
‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA), $1,- 
300, feeble and a local low on a 
Swanson flicker. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Rustler’s Round Up’ (U); and ‘No 
Living Witness’ (Fischer). Split 
week. Tom Mix a turnstile sweet- 
heart for the first half and boosting 
take to $1,600, fair. Last week 
‘Officer 13’ (Allied), and ‘Night of 
Terror’ (Col), $1,400, fair. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25)—‘Return’ of 
Casey Jones’ (Mono), and Francis 
Renault headlining stage. Biggest 
vaude name yet offered at this 
stand; looks average, $2,400. Last 
week ‘Study in Scarlet’ (WW), and 
Gray Family’ topping $2,600. 








fair at $5,000. Last week ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WB), $5,200. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000; 
25-35-55)—‘Supernatural’ (Par) and 
‘Daring Daughters.’ Medium draw, 
maybe only $2,600, fair. Last week 





Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-35- 
65)—‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). Only 


‘Girl Missing’ (WE) and ‘Face on 
the Rai Pavat: Bloar’ @1 eng 


Tacoma Lumber Limbers 
Uptown’s Pix Grosses 
Tacoma, June 12. 
Running along at easy pace are 
the lone two first run spots in this 
burg. Conservation civilian corps 
has camps within the Tacoma draw- 
ing territory, which helps biz un- 
dertone. There is also some im- 
provement in lumber and logging 
camps, which also helps. This is 
the lumber capital of the country. 
Cooler weather has tendency to 
keep folks off the highways and 
away from the resorts, which is also 
a favorable factor for the show- 
shops. But showmen are still kick- 
ing plenty about daylight saving, 
which means night loss. 
Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25), 
‘The Little Giant’ (FN) first half, 
proving Robinson has kick in this 
town; “The Keyhole’ (WB) with 
Kay Francis in the lights looks to 
reach around $3,300; last week ‘El- 
mer the Great’ (FN) and ‘Ex-Lady’ 
(WB), split, not bad at $2,800. 
Roxy (J-VonH) (1,300; 10-15), 
‘The Barbarian’ (MG) for four days? 
then ‘Men Must Fight’ (MG) three 
days, expected $3,800; last week 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col); ‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG), split, with latter held 
five days; stage show with ‘Mur- 
der,’ total for $5,100, great. Jensen- 
von Herberg bringing ‘Be Mine To- 
night’ to Roxy June 16, setting it 
in for eight days, after first pencil- 
ing of only four days, due to run 
in Seattle. 


‘Mine’ Ends Two 
Mos. Frisco Run 


With $4,800 Final 


San Francisco, June 12. 

More than 100,000 youngsters are 
out of schools on summer vacations, 
and upping the matinees in at- 
tendance, though not in money. 
Town hasn’t had any outstanding 
product in some weeks, most of it 
being about as indefinite as the 
weather—which one day is cold and 
threatening, the next bright and 
sunny. No real heat yet. 

United Artists finally turned loose 
of ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ which wound 
up a solid two months’ run with a 
house endurance record. Replacing 
it is an indie, ‘Big Drive,’ which 
bowed in Saturday (10) for an indef 
stay. 

“Warrior's Husband’ is getting the 
torrid advertising which usually 
characterizes the Fox Paramount’s 
celluloid menu. Since that policy 
has apparently been successful with 
preceding product it undoubtedly 
helps in putting ‘Warrior’ across to 
an okay week. 

Combo of March-Grant-Lombard- 
Oakie meaning something to the 
Warfield, which has ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ and stage show. Doing very 
well. 

The Laurel-Hardy picturization 
of the opera, ‘Fra Diavolo,’ couldn’t 
pass the booker’s eagle eye and 
with its title translated to ‘The 
Devil’s Brother’ is in at the St. 
Francis, double-billed with ‘Mind 
Reader,’ and doing okay. 

‘Silver Cord’ running to a neat 
take at the Golden Gate, though it’s 
above the average audience of that 
house. With any kind of a film 
break at all theatre’s vaude gen- 
erally pulls in a satisfactory sum 
week in and week out. 

Fox heavily plugging the oldie 
‘White Devil,’ splitting the program 
with ‘Manhattan Tower.’ 

Presentations start June 23 at the 
Fox El Capitan, with Eddie Peabody 
as m.c., and at Fox-Wilson, Fresno, 
this week, Jack Souders, m.c’ing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25) ‘White 
Devil’ (Principal) and ‘Manhattan 
Tower’ (Maj). Former getting the 
heavy billing from romantic ‘desert 
sands’ angle and doing all right at 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Shriek in the 
Night’ (Allied) and ‘Slightly Mar- 
ried’ (Chester) got around $7,800. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65) ‘Silver Cord’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Running poorly at $11,500, not 
much better than the $10,000 on 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col). last week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55) ‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). 
Plenty hot ads, but only $12,000, 
as compared to $15,500 on ‘Interna- 
tional House’ (Par) last week. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40) 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and ‘Mind 
Reader’ (WB). Laurel-Hardy get- 
ting the kids, and will hit good week 
of $7,000. Last week Joe Brown in 
‘Elmer the Great’ (WB) and ‘Hello 
Sister’ (Fox) drew big $8,000. - 

United Artists (1,400: 25-35-50) 
‘Big Drive’ (Maj). An indie that is 
expected to do fairly good $7,500 on 
its first week. Follows eight-wéek 
run of ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ which 








bowed out to the final tune of 
$4,800. 
Warfield (Fox) (2.700; 35-55-65) 


‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and stage 





show. Names in cast a help and 
gross very good, $18,000. Last 
week ‘Lilly Turner’ (WB). with 
Chetterton, cot <ame ficure. 





‘Gold Diggers, $17,000, Means Cinch 
Wk. in Phila.: ‘Whoopee Revival 146 





Coolest Spots in B’ham 
Now Are in the Theatres 


Birmingham, June 12. 

With hot weather here the the- 
atres are the coolest places in town. 
That makes a little difference at the 
box office. Grosses this week prob- 
ably called fair with ‘Adorable’ get- 
ting the biggest catch. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor al- 
ways certain for a moderate week 
but with her new b. f., Henry 
Garat, there is not going to be the 
pull of Charlie Farrell; $7,500. Last 
week ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col), and 
‘Working Man’ (WB) on split for 
$8,000. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25)—‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG). Novarro never meant 
much and a light second week for 
Ritz is in view, $1,200. Last week 
‘Our Betters’ (RKO), $1,500. 

Strand (Wilby* (800; 25)—‘Song 
of Eagle’ (Par), and ‘Phantom 
Broadcast’ (Mono). On split, $1,000. 
Last week ‘Men Must Fight’ (MG), 
and ‘Goldie Gets Along’ (RKO), 
about same, slow. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Mind Reader’ (FN), and ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox). Another house 
goes into split policy for the sum- 
mer months. Changes on Fridays 
and Sundays, $1,300, pretty fair. 


Galax (Wilby) (500; 15)—‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col). So-so $700. Last 
week ‘Lucky Devils’ (RKO) $900. 


Laurel-Hardy Pic 
Aided by Vode Tops 
Sweltering Prov. 


Providence, June 12. 

Another week-end of sweltering 
weather, and consequently things 
are bound to be off once again this 
stanza. Film fare is predominately 
comedy with plenty of drawing 
power, but lacking in quality. 

Cooling systems are on in full 
force. Spots equipped with any re- 
frigeration are taking it on the chin 
badly. 

Probably one of the most unusual 
features of the present film situ- 
ation here is the manner in which 
certain second run houses have 
started to pick up business since 
one of the major studios eliminated 
exclusive runs. A couple of months 
ago several second run spots seemed 
destined to fold with the hot 
weather setting in, and the over- 
amphasis being placed on live en- 
tertainment. 

Loew’s State is ahead this stanza 
with a fairly decent vaudeville and 
‘Devil's Brother’ on the screen. 
House has instituted amateur night 
for Mondays and novelty night for 
Thursdays. The stunt has tilted the 
receipts considerably. 

Paramount and Majestic are just 
about nip and tuck this week. 

‘International House’ and ‘Terror 
Aboard’ are the features at the 
Paramount. Gross will be some- 
where near $4,000. ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band’ and ‘Hold Me Tight’ at Ma- 
jestic, too, will be around $4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40), ‘De- 
vil’s Brother’ (MG) and vaudeville. 
Plenty of Laurel-Hardy fans here, 
but it’s a good thing there’s live en- 
tertainment to pep things up as the 
last feature length picture with the 
two comedians was a near flop. The 
fans that go for the comedians like 
them only in shorts, so this week’s 
fine showing will largely be through 
the added inducement of vaudeville. 
Will have no difficulty in reaching 
$10,000. Last week ‘Made on Broad- 
way’ (MG) was also in the money at 








$9,800, also because of the vaude. 
Majestic \Fay) (3,200; 15-40), 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) and 


‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). Surprise of 
this bill is that the fans seem to go 
more for the latter feature. Cricks 
gave ‘Warrior’ nice break, but they 
seem to be alone in their opinions. 
Gross not expected to take a tilt 
more than $4,500 at the best, off. 
Last week ‘Working Man’ (WB) and 
‘Lucky Dog’ (U), also off at $4,800. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40), ‘Inter- 
national House’ (Par) and ‘Terror 
Aboard’ (Par). Plenty of names to 
bring them in on this one, but un- 
less the house starts a build-up the 
gross can’t possibly touch over 
$4,500. Last week ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) 
and ‘Sunset Pass’ (Par) on the 
downward grade at $4,000, after two 
swell past weeks. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25), 
‘Golcie Gets Along’ (RKO) and ‘Be- 
low the Sea’ (Col). Latter feature 
second run and house has no sort 
of a ventilating system, which is 
just too bad with the weather the 
way it has been; will be lucky to 
come anywhere near $1,600; n.s.g. 


Last week ‘Tomorrow at Seven’ 





Philadelphia, June 12. 

Attention is almost entirely cen- 
tered this week on ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933’ at the Stanley. This one was 
given plenty of advance plugging, 
with the S-W people doing every- 
thing they could to sell it as a 
second ‘42d Street.’ 

Notices, however, all emphasized 
the fact that the new Warner musi- 
cal isn’t at all comparable to its 
predecessor and with the intense 
heat playing an important part, 
business, while good, won't hit 
close to the ‘42d Street’ figures. No 
question about its staying two 
weeks, but plenty of doubt as to 
whether it can stay longer than 
that. Not likely to hit over $17,000, 
which is something like nine grand 
less than ‘42d Street’s’ first week. 

Fox is trying the revival experi- 
ment, the picture being Eddie Can- 
tor’s ‘Whoopee’ with the Mosconi 
Brothers, Roy Smeck, the Gaud- 
smiths and others on the stage bill. 
Slow start Friday indicated not 
more than $14,000 on the week. 

The Earle stage show features 
Mitchell and Durant and Neville 
Fleeson, with ‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ 
on the screen. Nothing flashy in- 
dicated, not more than $12,000 ex- 
pected. 

‘Below the Sea,’ at the Stanton, 
figures for an average $7,000; ‘Silk 
Express,’ first-run, will hardly bet- 
ter $3,200 at the Karlton. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ which did so 
nicely at the Boyd that it held for 
a second week, should flash a nice 
$10,000. 

The Aldine, dark since the fall, 
reopens on the 23d with ‘Be Mine 
Tonight.’ Universal has rented the 
house from the S-W people. Only 
short run expected on a grind pol- 
icy according to present plans. 

The Europa, little arty theatre on 
Market street, closed last week for 
the summer, following its competi- 
tor in this line, the Vogue, by a few 
days. a 

With these two and Keith’s, the 
Walnut and the Locust dark, sum- 
mer lay-out has been reached with 
possible exception of the Boyd, 
which generally closes during July 
and August. Nothing has been an- 
nounced concerning it yet. 

Last week’s trade, in general, was 
pretty bad, the intense heat being 
held_ strictly accountable. The 
Earle, with Rubinoff on the stage, 
fell $3,500 under expectations to get 
only $13,500 for seven days, while 
the Fox only pulled a mild $15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Terror 
Abroad’ (Par). First run, rare at 
this house; $2,600 likely. Last week 
‘Today We Live’ (MG). Only fair 
$2,400. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (MG). Held in for second 
week which concludes tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Ought to get $10,000 as 
against sound $14,000 in first week. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66)—‘Life of 
Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) and vaude. No 
big names and mediocre week in- 
dicated; lucky to beat $12,000. Last 
week ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) and 


‘vaude; fell well under expectations, 


based on Rubinoff as stage feature; 
only $13,500 in seven days. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75)—‘Whoopee’ 
(UA) and stage show. Revival not 
giving signs of being big success. 
Poor start and no more than $14,000 
indicated. Last week ‘Great to Be 
Alive’ (Fox) and stage show; just 
a mild $15,000. 

Karliton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Silk 
Express’ (WB). First run and noth- 
ing more than $3,200 seen. Last 
week ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ (U) 
poor $2,300 in five days for this 
second run. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ (WB). Being plugged plenty. 
Started well under ‘42d Street’ and 
not likely to stick more than two 
weeks, although first week’s figure 
should hit $17,000, excellent. ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) a dismal $10,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col). Average $7,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Little Giant’ 
(FN) held over, got moderate $3,- 
500, in four days. 





2 for Fox Convention 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Arch Reeve, Fox studio publicity 
head, and John Dillon, local Fox 
exchange manager, leave June 20 
for company’s Atlantic City con- 
vention. 

Only Fox people attending from 
here. 





(RKO) and ‘Treason’ (Col) also a 
headache at $1,900. 

RKO Albee (2,200; 15-40), ‘Pro- 
fessional Sweetheart’ (RKO) and 
vaude. House playing up the Dia- 
mond Boys plenty to effect strong 
stage opposish. Bill this week well 
balanced, but not very many takers. 
House will have a pick-up no doubt 
but at that anticipated gross of 
$5,400 will be not very much to brag 
about. Last week ‘Cocktail Hour’ 
(Col) only $4,100. 
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Ladies Meet $34,000, Chicago, Big 
‘Silver Cord, i 5,000, Palace, Fair 
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Chicago, June 12. 

Business is still far from heart- 
ening even at the Chicago, where 
‘International House’ (Par) last 
week and ‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) 
this week showed: signs of stimu- 
lating some public curiosity. World's 
Fair blues are still being sung. 
Some tourists started to trickle in 
over the week end, and that should 
be another factor to weigh and pon- 
der in a week or two. 

Majestic theatre has adopted a 
grind policy, dropping both its 
vaudfilm and musical tabloid plans. 
’There will be four third run films 
‘weekly at 15-25 cents. This places 
it in opposition with the Woods, 
‘Randolph, Clark, La Salle in the 


“Boop. House will no longer be tab- 
ulated in Varretry’s box office re- 
ports. °¥ 


Estimates for The Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘When Ladies Meet’ (MGM) and 

stage show. House picked up a bit 
on strength of screen product last 
-week and again this week. Terrific 
wheat, however, remains the un- 
‘known factor. Figure $34,000, big, 
just the same. Last week ‘Interna- 
tional House’ (Par) with the whole 
Paramount studio roster loaded on 
marquee took $27,600. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55)— 
*Hold Me ‘Tight’ (Fox). © James 
Dunn-Sally Eilers combo generally 
‘plays Palace. Around $4,500 prob- 
‘able. Last week ‘Lily Turner’ (FN) 
‘pot $6,200. 

.., Orchestra Hall (Jones) (1,600; 25- 
,40)—‘Forgotten Men’ (Cummings) 
,(2d week). Getting enough of the 
, floaters along Boul ,Mich to tally 
“$5,000 or better, and no complaints. 

Nearby World Playhouse with a 
,75-cent top and artistic environ- 
ment could not meet the overhead 
and now dark. Studebaker, how- 
ever, has a legit attraction, so 

boulevard has other signs of life. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-65) 
+ Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). Adults 
‘only'on this one. First week $10,- 
2900, following resumption of straight 
Ywictures week ago (3). Second week 
‘Should: do $8,000. 
aay Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83)— 
. Silvér Cord’ (Radio) and vaude. 
“Ftope to see $15,000, near which 
figure house can break. Last week 
the ledgers were spattered with 
blood at around $11,00¢C for ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ (Radio). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700)— 
*Water Front’ (UA) (2d week). 
Maybe $8,000 for holdover. | First 
week got $10,200. 


NEWARK NOT SO 


Just Full o’ Heat—Not a Decent 
Gross 











Newark, June 12. 

There is nothing here but heat. 
The temp Friday officially rang the 
bell for 100 degrees and no one had 
a decent opening. As the heat’s 
holding over there will be no 
grosses worth telling. 

‘Gold Diggers’ will debut at the 
Branford, Tuesday (13), with a 
Hollywood ‘premiere.’ 

The Jean Ange Players have re- 
lit the Lyceum, East Orange, with 
‘A Murder has Been Arranged.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966: 15-65) 
‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (FN) and 
*Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). In for one 
show less than seven days. Good 
double bill, with a weather break 
would have been nice, but won't go 
much over $6,000. Last week, ‘El- 
mer the Great’ (WB) on six days 
fair on $8,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
‘“Bed Time Story’ (Par) and ‘Picture 
‘Snatcher’ (FN). Great double bill 
for this house, wasted this week 

with something around $4,000. Last 
‘week, ‘Bondage’ (Fox) and ‘Song of 
‘the Eagle’ (Par) not so bad with 
$4,600. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Heart 
of Ireland’ (Moore) and stage show. 
Better than German films anyway, 
but may have to be satisfied this 
week with $900. Last week, ‘Kerry 
Minstrel,’ dropped on repeat week 
to $750. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75) ‘Nui- 
sance’ (MG) and vaude. Both bill 

‘cand pic okay, but will hardly top 
$7,500. Last week ‘Peg 0’ My Heart’ 
(MG) disappointed with $9,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
75) ‘International House’ (Par) and 
vaude. Would normally be near the 
top with radio names but this week 
will hardly break $6,500. Last week 
, Girl im 419’ (Par) weak with $5,400. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75) 
‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U) and vaude. 
Showing eight acts and will try it 
again next week. This week maybe 


$8,000. Last week ‘Silver Cord’ 
{RKO) nice at $10,000, 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900: 15- 
50) ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) and 
‘Black Beauty’ (First Div.). Will 
serape bottom with $2,500 Tast 
week, second of ‘Adorable’ (Fox), 
ish. with $2,700 








ws 


Cooling Plants Don’t 
Mean a Thine in Col. 


Columbus, June 12. 


Not much play anywhere this 
week, with heat the big factor in 
keeping the theatres at below nor- 
mal, Closing of university session 
(except special summer quarter) 
also hurt badly. Crowds going for 
swimming pools, lakes and beer 
gardens rather than the films. Ad- 
vertising of cooling plants but little 
help. 

Loew's Ohio has the call this 
week, with Tony Wons in person, 
along with a WCAH radio show on 
the stage, helping ‘Devil’s Brother’ 
to do its stuff. Palace’s ‘Interna- 
tional House’ questionable because 
of this opposition, with ‘Little Giant’ 
at Grand below normal because 
house not as cool as it might be. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘International House’ (Par). Got 
away light and heat too much; only 
$6,000. Last week ‘Out All Night’ 
(RKO) $4,700. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and all radio 
stage show starring Tony Wons. 
May see a fair $7,000. Feature of 
the performance is direction of or- 
chestra by Ward Farrar, publicity 
man for Loew. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) just skidded past the 
$4,000 mark. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-30) 
—‘Terror Abroad’ and ‘Phantom 
Broadcast’ (Mono). Double bill just 
fair at $3,000. Last week ‘Made on 
Broadway’ (MG) and ‘Reform Girl!’ 
(Tower) just hit $2,400. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
—‘Little Giant’ (WB). Looks like 
a bare $2,500. Last week ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (FN), $3,000. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-30)— 
‘From Hell to Heaven’ and ‘Officer 
13... Double billed, hardly set to 
beat $1,800. Last week’s double bill 
$1,790. 


HEAT CHASED THE BIG 
INDIANA TO SHUTTERS 


Indianapolis, June 12. 


Theatre managers are still stand- 
ing around on street corners down- 
town nightly crying on one an- 
other’s shoulders about the record- 
breaking heat wave which hasn’t 
let up since it started 10 days ago. 
Their ranks have been depleted, 
somewhat, however, with the clos- 
ing of the big Indiana last Thurs- 
day night and the closing of the 
little Ohio Saturday night. 

Indiana's closing is the first time 
that 3,300-seat deluxer has shut 
down since its opening five years 
ago. The hot weather helped to 
finish it off a week earlier than ex- 
pected, the unions having received 
notices only seven days in advance. 
A picture had already been set in 
for this week, but the house went 
dark at the end of the run of ‘Below 
the Sea’ when the books showed less 
than $3,000, which is brutal in that 
spot. 

Ohio finally gave up with ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ after a fortnight of 
desperate effort. Bill Depperman 
did everything in the book in the 
way of plugging, but was hampered 
too much by the junky policy of the 
house under various hands in re- 
cent months. ‘Be Mine’ didn’t gross 
more than $1,500 in its 14 days of 
trying. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). Perked 
up a little this week and should 
touch $3,200 in spite of heat. Last 
week ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) did only 
$2,800, although Ken Collins got 
extra newspaper breaks as result of 
Irene Dunne’s visit in town. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col). Still in the 
rut with a take of $2,500. Unions 
working under notice as house pre- 
pares to close unless improvement 
shown soon. Ace Berry moved in 
to take personal charge with the 
closing of his other house, the In- 
diana. Last week ‘International 
House’ (Par) did a shameful $2,700. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
30-40)—‘Cohens and Kellys in 
Trouble’ (U), and vaude revue. A 
good stage bill will help this one 
battle through to $6,500. Lester Huff 
moved in to organ this week, re- 
placing Ruth Noller. ‘Zoo in Buda- 
pest’ (Fox) and vaude revue last 
week slipped after good start to 
finish at $6,100. Same story of too 
much heat. 

Loew’s Palace 








(Loew's) (2,800; 
25-40) —“When Ladies Meet’ (MG). 
Looks very good for these times 
with a gross in sight of at least $5,- 
200. National assist ads and good 
campaign, together with some of the 
business formerly diverted to the 
Indiana, kept this one ahead of the 
weather man’s rapping. Last week 
with ‘Devil's Brother’ (MG) drew 





no more than an average $3,800, 





L’ville Ballying itself, 
Getting Okay Attention 


Louisville, June 12. 


Rialto trying best to attract at- 
tention to its vaude show by hav- 
ing Dault and LaMarr, equilibrists, 
balance on chair on three tables 
atop Kentucky hotel and theatre 
and by having variety giant ride 
about city in midget automobile. 
Funny thing about balancing act on 
theatre is that Loew’s provides 
shade for persons who watch act— 
since it is just across the street 
from the Rialto. Loew's megr., Mc- 
Dowell, has no kick coming, though, 
for he gets as many patrons out of 
the exhibit as the Rialto does. 

Rumor still afloat that Loew's go- 
ing to have stage shows shortly. 

National closed temporarily Mon- 
day as result of labor troubles. 

Hottest weather in years drove 
some persons who had to come 
downtown into refrigerated theatres 
for relief. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-40), ‘Devil's 
Brother’ (MG). Good going, $3,900. 
Last week ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) drew $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 25- 
30-40-60), ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) 
and vaudeville. Okay trade at 
$4,800. Last week ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
(Fox) and revue, $4,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40), ‘International House’ (Par). 
With good ad campaign and box- 
office names, fair at $3,300. Last 
week ‘Working Man’ (WB), $2,800, 


not so. 
Brown (1,500; 15-25-40), ‘Ann 
Carver’s Profession’ (Col). Fay 


Wray coming too frequently to draw 
heavy; off at $1,300 with fair re- 
views. Last week ‘Tomorrow at 
Seven’ (RKO) starved along on §$1,- 


600. 

Alamo (950; 15-20-25), ‘King of 
Jazz’ (U). Reissued edition clicked 
to $1,400. Last week ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col), fair, $1,100. 


HUB FAIRLY OK, 
GIANT $21,000 


Boston, June 12. 

Hub’s one and only arty spot 
steals the week’s show in the biz 
kleigs. From ever-seater, Fine Arts 
suddenly leaps into never-seater 
class with a German repeat film. 
After breaking house records first 
week, ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ is held 
over, and it had a winter run of 
two weeks in downtown Majestic, 
at that. On hottest afternoon of 
year it turned ’em away, ditto that 
evening. George Kraska can't ex- 
plain it. At $3,800 it has more 
gravy than any house in town has 
seen in moons. 

For rest, heat wave is still wal- 
loping away. Met has small chance 
for velvet; best negro show here- 
abouts since ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
did wonders, and on its heels house 
puts forth straight variety bill, de- 
parting from its routine of revues 
and such. 

Downtown came spurt of en- 
thusiasm in reopening of Tremont, 
plenty big ballyhoo for ‘Be Mine 
Tonight,’ which got a rave recep- 
tion and should build nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55) 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Good show but very 
slow to pull, which may be laid to 
succession of so-so movies; $8,000, 
mebbe, terribly off. Last week, 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (RKO) and vaude, 
tough at $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40- 
50) ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) and 
vaude. Looks as if house will take 
it on chin at $9,500. Last week, 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) and 
vaude, with some profit in $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) and one 
stage act, with Sunday vaude and 
band. Film satisfying, and may 
get $9,000, okay. Last week, ‘Devil's 
Brother’ (MG) and stage act, fair 
at $8,500. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65) 
‘Little Giant’ (FN) and stage show. 
Looks for only $11,000, away off. 
Last week, ‘International House’ 
(Par) and corking negro. show, 
latter doing the trick handsomely 
for build to $24,000, splendid. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55) ‘Lilly Turner’ (FN) and 8 acts 
vaude. Sliding along to $9,500, 
pretty good. Last week, ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ (Par) and vaude, nice $9,800. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and 
‘IT Love That Man’ (Par). Good 
show but $4,500 not so forte. Last 
week ‘Lilly Turner’ (FN) and ‘Trick 
for Trick’ (Fox), had much profit 
at $6,800. 

Tremont (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). Grind pol- 
icy, opening 10th, and finding favor, 
likely to build Exploitation, expert 
First week may bring $5,000, which 
will be okay. 

Fine Arts (600; 25-35-50) ‘Mae- 
ichen in Uniform’ (Krimsky- 
Cochran}. Sell out and hold over. 
First week, $3,800, thick cream and 
then some; expected to do as well 
current week, 











Bway Wilting Under the Heat; 


But 2 Sockaroos, ‘Gold Diggers 
May Hit $50,000; ‘Jennie 35G's 





Unseasonable heat is scorching 
the current crop of first run pic- 
tures. But two attractions, by vir- 
tue of their heavy draft, are with- 
standing the onslaught bravely. All 
others can't stand the gaff. 

Doubleton bucking the tough 
weather for good profit is ‘Gold- 
diggers of 1933’ at the Strand, and 
‘Jennie Gerhardt’ at the Paramount. 
From indications the first week of 
the new Warner musical will be be- 
tween $45,000 and $50,000, possibly 
beating initial week of ‘42d Street,’ 
$46,000. 

Had not the elements brought tor- 
rid temperature ‘Golddiggers’ would 
be doing better. Warners guessed 
a little wrong in that respect, open- 
ing picture Wednesday night (7) on 
the eve of the blister wave. Strand 
could have held ‘Little Giant’ an- 
other week on basis of $19,300 but 
wanted to get ‘Golddiggers’ going 
quickly. Instead of getting it in 
ahead of the hot weather, it walked 
right into the furnace. 

With $35,000 as a likelihood, the 
Par may hold over ‘Gerhardt,’ the 
Dreiser story, a second week. Al- 
though all houses felt weekend 
business slip away badly, in the 
first four days of ‘Gerhardt’ the Par 
got over $20,000. 

Cooling systems, of course, are 
attracting those who would go to 
theatres just to dry off, but what 
little icing plants are drawing is 
nothing compared to the numbers 
going other places to avoid wilting 
collars and moist brows. 

Over in Radio City the weather 
pains are also stabbing, with the 
Music Hall lucky to touch $42,000 
on ‘Ann Carver's Profession,’ a new 
low, and the RKO Roxy dipping to 
$11,000 or below on ‘Warrior's Hus- 
band.” 

The Laurel and Hardy comedy, 
‘Devil's Brother,’ is struggling along 
at the Capitol, where possibilities to 
get over $30,000 look dim. 

Two pictures which were being 
held over a second week, go out to- 
night in advance of a full 14 days. 
They are ‘Below the Sea,’ at the 
Rialto, lasting four days on hold- 
over and ‘Study in Scarlet,’ at May- 
fair, for five days. Take, respect- 
ively, is $4,000 and $4,900. With the 
heat being what it is, both the 
Rialto and Mayfair were perhaps 
smart in not wasting a new picture. 

‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ opened last 
night (Monday) on a preview at the 


Rialto. Walter KE:-ade brought 
‘Whoopee’ into the Mayfair last 
night (Monday) and has booked 


‘Silk Express’ from Warner Bros. 
to follow that. 

The Rivoli gets a new one to- 
morrow morning (Wednesday) in 
‘Lilv Turner,’ which will make three 
Warner ni-tures on Broadway con- 
currently at houses outside the 
Warner chain.’ Riv winds up its 
fourth week of ‘Waterfront’ at $10,- 
200, mild. 

At the old Roxy, where ‘Trick for 
Trick’ has its sign out, the week’s 
potentialities appear to be under 
$15,000. Picture could be doing 
worse, considering everything. 

Palace this week adds some draft 
through Baer-Schmeling fight pic- 
tures. House looks to do around 
$8,500, not so bad. The feature is 
‘Girl in 419,’ but the scrap film's 
drawing. 

Universal continues with ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ at the Criterion and on the 
third week receipts will be around 
$4,000. A distinct disadvantage here 
is that the Crit isn’t equipped with 
a cooling system. May try a fourth 
week, however, in view of low nut. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (5,400: 35-75-99-$1.65), 
‘Devil's Brother’ (MG) and stage 
show. Laurel-Hardy comedy has 
the odds against it, mostly through 
boiler-room ether, but may pick up 
to exceed $30,000, not so fancy. Last 
week ‘Hell Below’ (MG) found $43,- 
000 around. 

Criterion (875; 25-75), ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U) (3d week). Musical 
hangs on but hurt somewhat by the 
warm weather. Take for third week 
drops to around $4,000, but likely 
U will try a fourth. Second week 
was $4,200, pick-up over first. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65), ‘Study 
in Scarlet’ (KBS-Fox) (2d week). 
Went out last night (Monday) after 
five days at $4,900, to let in ‘Whoo- 
pee’ (UA), revival... First week of 
‘Scarlet’ was $8,400, okay. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), ‘Girl 
in 419° (Par), Baer-Schmeling fight 
pictures and vaude. Film account 
»f big fistic battle attracting better 
Oin here, $8,500. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) on second run got $6,700. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75), ‘Jen- 

nie Gerhardt’ (Par) and stage show. 


Aided by good reviews, this one’s 
getting a pretty good play and 
sugeht to kiss $35,000 to possibiy 
hold-over. Last week, six days of 
International House’ (Par) on hold- 


over, $22,400, medium 
Radio City Music Hail 


(5,945; 35- 


55-75), ‘Ann Carver's Profession’ 
(Col) and stage show. Looks to be 
headed for a new low of around 
$42,000, after setting an all-time 
depth of $52,000 previous week on 


‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col). 
Rialto (2,000; 35-50-65), ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col) (2d week). On four 


days holdover, $4,000 and out last 
night, ‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) 
coming in. First week for ‘Sea’ was 
okay, $10,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), . ‘I 
Cover Waterfront’ (UA) (4th week). 
Has held up pretty well, but like 
others, hurt during the past week; 
at $10,200 final week ending tonight 
(Tuesday) not so bad, however. 
Third week's intake $14,600, okay. 
‘Lily Tuner’ (WB) opens tomorrow 
a.m. (Wednesday). 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55), “Trick for 
Trick’ (Fox) and stage show. Gdes 
under the break figure this week' to 
below $15,000. Last week ‘Goldie 
Gets Along’ (RKO) disappointed to 
the extent of $16,500. : 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 35-55-75), 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). Second 
run will carry smaller R.C. house 
to a new low of $11,000 or under. 
Last week gross fell back to $14,000 
on ‘Bedtime Story’ (Par), four days, 
and ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col), three. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ (WB). New musi- 
cal making a gallant showing in 
view of heat and ought to range 
between. $45,000 and $50,000 opén- 
ing week. Last week, second , of 
‘Little Giant,’ $19,300, good. 

State (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Working 
Man’ (WB) and vaude. Arliss pic- 
ture should put house in the $12,000 


class, maybe a little under. Pre- 
vious incumbent, ‘White Sister’ 
(MG) same. 





‘SCANDALS’ TAB IN DET. 
UPS ‘BONDAGE,’ $15,000 


Detroit, June 12. 

The George White ‘Scandals,’ 
playing at the Fox this week, show 
that even the heat can’t hurt some- 
thing the public wants. At 55c top 
it’s getting more money than the 
entire two weeks the same show 
got at the State last year at $1.50 
and with Vallee, Bolger, Marshall 
in addition to the Howards and 
Eleanor Powell, Picture is ‘Bond- 
age,’ so stage attraction can be 
given full credit for all the busi- 
ness. 

Other houses in town all diving 
with tle heat. The only business is 
those that want to get cool, and 
they won’t come downtown for that, 
All houses lucky to get what they 
are. The Michigan is away off with 
‘Devil's Brother’ and ‘I Love That 
Man,’ The Fisher is likewise doing 
nothing with “The Nuisance.’ The 
Downtown with Henry Santry and 
band with ‘World Gone Mad’ is just 
going along, which makes the 
‘Scandals’ date mean much more. 
The Downtown stuck Santry in for 
a one-week date and reverts back 
to straight picture policy after the 
current week, 

Both the State with ‘International 
House’ and the United Artists with 
‘I Cover the Waterfront’ are milking 
by the holdover. Both pictures 
rated o1..y one week on the biz they 
did. But they will probably do as 
much as anything during the cur- 
rent heat. 

Last week ‘Waterfront’ and ‘In- 
ternational’ got a little dough, but 
not enough to warrant the holdover. 
The Michigan with ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ was mild at $9,900 with 
March attracting what did came/'in 
The Fox with a low nut fared well 
with a gross of $8,000. The Fisher 
with ‘Lilly Turner’ was mild and off 
at $4,100. The Downtown died with 
‘I Stole This Woman,’ $1,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-P) (4,045: 15-25-35- 
40-55), ‘Devil's Brother’ (MG) and 
‘I Love That Man’ (Par). Dips to 
$7,000, bad. Last week ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ (Par) mild at $9,900. 

Fox (Inde) (5,045; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘Bondags’ (Fox) and ‘Scandals’ 
on stage. Terrifically big biz con- 
sidering the heat, etc.; a cinch $15,-~ 
000. Last week ‘Warrior's Husband’ 
(Fox) and stage show, about $9,000 

United Artists (P-P) (2,018: 15- 
25-35-40-55), ‘Waterfront’ (UA). 
Falls down seriously to $3,300. Last 
week same picture fair $7,100 

Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 15-25- 
35-40), ‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) and 


Henry Santrey on stage. Only $3,- 
800, weak, in sight Last week ‘T 
Stole That Woman ‘Col) brutal 
$1,500 

State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘International House’ (Par). On 
holdover $3,200, mild Last week 
same picture got $5,700 

Fisher (P-P) (2,765; 15-25-35=40), 
The Nuisance’ (WB) Looks like 
$4,800, disappointing Last week 





Ially Turner’ (FN) mild $4,100, 
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3 Mls Stage Shows Expected to 


Minneapolis, June 12. 


With no less than three Loop 
houses boasting live talent, stage 
policy has its biggest inning locally 
m many a moon and grosses, while 
still somewhat anemic, probably 
will attain more imposing propor- 
tions than have been their wont 
recently. Extremely hot weather 
undoubtedly is one of the factors 
making for abnormally low takings. 


RKO Orpheum has the Marcus 
Show: the State, Thurston, the 
Magician, and Johnny Green and 


the Malerich-Madesen orchestra, 
and the Lyceum, Leu Breese and 
his 24 musicians and Gertrude Lutzi 
and Stewart Johnson, singers. Pres- 
ent indications are that they'll fin- 
ish the seven days’ box-office race 
in just about that order. In ‘The 
Eagle and the Hawk’ the State has 
the strongest screen assistance for 
iis stage show. Between them the 
Orpheum and State should garner 
close to $22,000. Under normal con- 
ditions they’d probably get around 
$30,000. Both houses had Saturday 
openings again, instead of the cus- 
tomary Friday, and both got off to 
good starts. 

Using a split week arrangement, 
the Orpheum is pulling something 
new for itself. The Marcus Show 
is offering a different bill for each 
half of the week and the picture 
for the first ‘hree days is ‘Below 
the Sea’ and for the latter four, 
‘Parole’ Girl.’ Incidentally, this 
Marcus Show was exploited and ad- 
vertised in sensational fashion. 

Starting its ninth consecutive 
week, ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ at the tiny 
World theatre, continues as the sea- 
son’s marvel attraction. Ads em- 
phasize that it’s in its ‘third month’ 
and no end of the engagement is 
yet in sight. Despite torrid tem- 
peratures, this’ British picture 
should cop around $1,500 this week, 
which isn’t hard to take when the 
‘nut’ is down to $500 or less. 

Although it played the 1l5c. grind 
loop third and fourth run Pantages 
theatre for a single day a few 
months ago, ‘King of Jazz,’ the Paul 
Whiteman re-issue, is the Lyceum 
screen offering. Lou Breese’s or- 
chestra is the main attraction here, 
however. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Eagle 
and the Hawk’ (Par). Thurston 
and Johnny Green and the Maler- 
ich-Madesen orchestra. All-around 
strong show, with first-rate picture 
possessing some _ pulling power. 
Should hit $11,000. Pretty good, but 
far under what show deserves. Last 
week ‘Little Giant’ (FN), Joan 
Blondell in person and Johnny 
Green and orchestra, $9,200, pretty 
good, but considerably under expec- 
tations. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 35-50), 
‘Under the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Parole 
Girl (Col), split, and Marcus show 
on stage, presenting a different bill 
first and last half of week. Attrac- 
tion and special midnight show Sat- 
urday got plenty of free and valu- 
able advertising from ‘Buzz’ Bain- 
bridge, mayoralty candidate, who 
dared Mayor W. A. Anderson, his 
opponent, to halt it the same as 
was done to ‘Crazy Quilt.” Admis- 
sion boosted to 75c and all seats re- 
served for midnight show. Sizzling 
posters and newspaper ad copy, 
with inferences regarding undraped 
feminine forms and other naughti- 
ness, luring the paying customers. 
Around $12,000, good, indicated. 
Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) 
$2,200. Poor. 

Century (Publix) (1,600: 40), ‘Peg 
O’ My Heart’ (MG). Marion Davies 
no card here and antiquated story 
too tame for these tough days. Will 
be: lucky to top $2,500. Bad. Last 
week ‘Lilly Turney’ (FN), $2,300. 

Lyceum (Clifford) (2,500; 40), 
‘King of Jazz’ (U) and Lou Breese 
and 24-piece orchestra and Gertrude 
Lutzi and Stewart Johnson, singers. 
Paul Whiteman not even mentioned 
in newspaper or other ads or on 
canopy. Bing Crosby and others 
getting the billing. Picture played 
15c Pantages a couple of months 
ago in longer form. Orchestra the 
main draw here. Perhaps $3,000. 


Light. Last week ‘Study in Scar- 
let’ (WW), $2,400. Bad. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40), 


*Central Airport’ (FN). About $2,000 
indicated. Light. Last week ‘White 
Sister’ (MG), $2,200. Light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox). First-rate picture, 
but no cast names and title a detri- 
ment. Looks like around $2,000. 
Bad. Last week ‘Made on Broad- 
way’ (MG), $2,200. Light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35), ‘White 
Sister’ (MG), second loop run, and 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN), first run, split. 
Maybe $1,000. Light for uncooled 
house. Last week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox), 
third loop run and entire week, $1,- 


200. Bad. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Trick 
for Trick’ (Fox), first run; ‘King’s 
‘Vacation’ (WB), second run, and 


*Cabin in Cotton’ (FN), second run, 


split. About $600 indicated. Bad. 
Last week ‘42nd Street’ (WB), 
fourth loop run and entire week, 


$1,300. Good. 





‘LADIES’ BRISK $14,000; 
RUBINOFF BIG, BALTO 


Baltimore, June 12. 
Only two opportunities in town 
for standout business. First is a 
vaudfilm spot; the latter straight 
pictures. The first is the Hippo- 
drome with Rubinoff on the plat- 


form; the second is the Stanley 
with ‘When Ladies Meet’ on the 
screen. These are the two box- 


office giants of town, with the for- 
mer having the edge as far as re- 
ceipts are concerned. 

At the Hipp is ‘Professional 
Sweetheart,’ a world premiere, and 
unknown on its arrival, It's getting 
notices and talk on its satirical 
treatment of the goody-goody radio 
hour, but film isn’t in the money as 
far as the box office is concerned. 
Rubinoff started the house off to 
the best opening the Hipp has seen 
in six weeks, and is destined to de- 
liver the best gross since ‘King 
Kong’ roared through the register. 
No question he’s the biggest show 
thing in Baltimore this week from 
any and every angle. 

Loew’s hot for ‘When Ladies 
Méet’ at the Stanley, going over- 
board on its regular advertising 
budget to give this one extra space. 
Reviews are of rave type generally 
and house will take to itself all the 
class business of the town, even 
without the extra added attraction 
of the names of Ann Harding, Rob- 
ert Montgomery and Alice Brady, 
the latter having a considerable 
following here since her legit days. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
40-55-65), ‘Devil's Brother’ (MG) 
and vaude. Costume angle is hurt- 
ing this .Laurel and Hardy full- 
length and the trade here, led by 
the exhibitors, are beginning to 
think up gags, more or less serious, 
about Metro’s increasing tendency 
to go arty. No strength on the 
stage. Whole thing looks weakish 
and not likely to better $12,000, one 
of the poorer sessions. Last week 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) proved meat and 
drink for the ladies besides the 
added inducement of Dick Powell in 
person, all of which meant pleasant 
$15,200. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25 - 35 - 40 - 55 - 65), ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’ (RKO) and _  vaude. 


Dave Rubinoff in person on the 
stage and doing the business of the 
town from all angles. Heavy bill- 
ing as Eddie Cantor’s pal is clash- 
ing somewhat with the Cantor 
‘Whoopee’ revival at the Keith’s. 
Rubinoff doing the whole vaude 
show with his mob and saving the 
house the cost of pitmen. Rubin- 
off’s draw counting for smacking 


$16,000, the hottest boxoffice week 
since ‘Kong,’ which established 
marks in this theatre. Previous 


week fell away badly to finish softly 
at $10,200 for ‘Elmer the Great’ 
(WB) and Gene Dennis on the 
stage. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50), ‘Whoopee’ (UA). Cantor 
revival is getting business from all 
the radio fans, with Cantor ad- 
mittedly a bigger draw for the fire- 
side mob at present than he was 
during the first release of this pic- 
ture. House has patiently built up 
for the ether mob by presenting, 
week after week, shorts and fea- 
tures with radio names. In Cantor's 
all around draw ani the _ initial 
smacking success of the picture, the 
film is holding steadily to a nice 


$5,000. Last stanza was down badly 
to $3,200 for ‘I Love That Man’ 
(Par). 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 
50), ‘Great to Be Alive’ (Fox). 
Panned generally, in print and by 
tonsil, and going nowhere. No 
names on the title frame is hurting 
miserably, and the house is suffer- 
ing in consequence by not topping 
poor $2,500. And it was almost as 
bad last week for ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession’ (Col) which hit solemn 
$2,900. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65), ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
(MG). Picture smack of the week, 
and will bolster house exceptionally 
to $14,000, biggest in a long while. 
Theatre has returned somewhat to 
flesh by bringing buck the organ- 
ists. First in is Bob West, some- 
thing of a local fav among pipe- 
pounders. If a click, house will use 
a string of ‘em. Looks like happy 
days again for this house after hav- 
ing been a headache for months. 
Last week was a slide from good to 


worse for ‘International House’ 

(Par), which finished in a disap- 

pointment at the mild $11,100. 
Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,500; 25- 


35-40-50), ‘Supernatural’ (Par). One 
of the very infrequent first-runs 
for this upstairs theatre, house 
usually being assigned second runs 
of Century or Stanley pictures. But 
this one was a picture Loew's had 
to play and suffer. And it’s going 
to suffer plenty at the brutal $2,200 
for a hopeless picture about souls 
and doctors and supernatura) the- 





ory. 





‘Little Giant,’ $6,200, Alone 
Offsetting Buffalo’s Heat 


Buffalo, June 12. 


With weather hurting, business 
remains stagnant here, with excep- 
tion of Hipp, where ‘Little Giant’ is 
pulling for $6,200 on week. 

The Buff made some headway last 
week, but falls back currently to 
the $10,000 level. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55), 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) and 
stage show. Looks for only $10,000, 
poor. Last week ‘International 
House’ (Par) and stage show, did 
better, $12,800. 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-40), 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Missing’ (WB). Down farther than 
previous week; only $4,100 in line. 
Last week ‘Airmail’ (U) and ‘Hello 
Sister’ (Fox) $4,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25), ‘Little 
Giant’ (WB). Ed G. Robinson pull- 
ing fairly well, $6,200. Last week 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG) and ‘Ex 
Lady’ (WB) got $5,000, fair. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), 
‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) and ‘Blame 
the Woman’ (Prin). Should do a 
nice $6,500. Last week ‘Shall We 
Tell Our Children?’ (Col) and ‘Big 
Chance’ (Eagle), fair at $6,000. 


Denver's Record 


Heat; Drawless 
Product No Help 


Denver, June 12. 


With thermometer hitting 94 for 
the hottest weather of the year, 
grosses at first-runs and other 
houses as well took a nosedive. 
Houses also suffering from lack of 
pictures with drawing power. Den- 
ver bettering last week slightly but 
with aid of Beverly Hillbillies on 
State. Denver started better than 
in past several months, but hot 
weather crimped boxoffice. 

Practically every film in first run- 
ners disappointing and apparently 
only regulars paid the tariff. 

Orpheum is topping previous 
week, along with slight boost at 
Denham and Denver; others are 
down. Record crowds looked for 
next week at Denham with Fanchon 
& Marco ‘Desert Song’ on stage at 
40c top. Played Denver last year 
at 65c and packed ’em in doing close 
to $22,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO). Fair at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) a 
good $3,500 on a second week. The 
previous picture had its world pre- 
miere at both the Aladdin and Or- 
pheum and did standouts at both 
houses most every night. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25), 
‘Rome Express’ (U). A little up; 
$2,900. Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ 
(Col) finished with a fair $2,700. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘International House’ (Par) and 
Beverly Hillbillies in person. So-so, 
$6,000. Last week ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (MG) a poor $3,500. 

Orpheum (Orpheum) (2,600; 25- 
30-40), ‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox), 
and Fred Schmitt and orchestra. 
Better at $6,000. Last week ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) went floppo, turn- 
ing in only $3,750 for the week. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
40), ‘I Love That Man’ (Par). A 
little behind last week, about $2,100. 
Last week ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) only 
$2,300 for seven days. 











Robinson Colored Revue 
Wakes Up K.C. for $12,500 


Kansas City, June 12. 


With a promise from the weather 
man for cooler weather and with 
the city schools out for the summer 
the picture show managers are an- 
ticipating a little better trade this 
week. Mainstreet is depending for 
a number of extra thousands upon 
the Bill Robinson ‘Goin’ to Town’ 
stage show and as Bill has always 
been a big time favorite here a 
good week is assured. Manager 
Lawrence Lehman has arranged to 
accommodate the colored admirers 
of the dancing star with a special 
show Thursday evening, and the 
demand for tickets has been heavy. 

Laurel and Hardy’s “The Devil's 
Brother’ is the feature at Loew’s 
Midland but it is hard to estimate 
the result, although the Sunday 
opening was satisfactory. The New- 
man has ‘I Love That Man’ and the 
flaps are going for it strong. ‘It’s 
Great to Be Alive’ opened with a 
midnite preview performance at the 
Uptown and is set for the week. 
Opening was good. 

Newman purse at Riverside was 
won by Barbara O, and Gladys 
Green, secretary to George Baker, 
manager of the theatre, presented 
the winning owner with a large sil- 
ver cup. Last week business was 





badly off and the races, hot weather, 
amusement parks are blamed, Ther- 
mometer was around 100 every day 
and the mats were light in spite of 
the chilled thatres to give comfort 
from the blistering sun. 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20), ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB), first half; ‘King’s Vacation’ 
,CWB), second half. Probably 
around $1,800, fair. Last week ‘So 
This Is Africa’ (Col) and ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB), ditto. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,000; 25-35- 
50), ‘Below the Sea’ Col) and Bill 
Robinson’s ‘Goin’ to Town’ stage 
show. Opened strong and should hit 
$12,500. Last week ‘King of Jazz’ 
(U) and ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ 
(U) opened well but flattened out 
the latter part of the week for $6,- 
000, fair. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25), “The 
Devil's Brother’ (MG). The fans 
laugh and shout at the antics of 
Laurel and Hardy in their short 
comedies, and this one will prove 
whether they will entertain through 
a full length feature. Expected to 
draw near $10,000, fair. Last week 
‘Made on Broadway’ (MG) never 
had a chance. Newspaper critics 
gave it the works and devoted much 
of their reviews to the merits of a 
‘Silly Symphony,’ $7,100, poor. 

Newman (Par) (1,860; 25-40), ‘1 
Love That Man’ (Par). Friday 
opening not so hot but Saturday and 
Sunday looked better and the pic- 


ture will turn in around $7,000, 
good. Last week ‘International 
House’ (Par), $9,000. 


Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40), ‘It’s 
Great to Be Alive’ (Fox). Picture 
has been given nice publicity and 
predictions are for nice $4,000. Last 
week ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) $3,500. 


NO HEAT WORRIES IN 
N.W.: ‘ADORABLE’ $8,000 


Seattle, June 12. 

Daylight saving court decision 
due today (Monday) on sufficiency 
of 16,000 signatures petitioning ref- 
erendum, offers some hope for 
showmen, for if court says petition 
stands, city council may vote to go 
back to standard time, thus saving 
special election. At any rate, voters 
will express themselves at next reg- 
ular city election on this mooted 


question. 

‘Be Mine Tonight’ is being held 
for fourth week. Biz very steady, 
with third week trifle ahead of sec- 
ond, so Manager Houck thinks it 
may ‘run all summer.’ Patrons see 
this one, go away and boost, so the 
grind goes on. Four weeks is long- 
est run in this town for a de luxe 
theatre in a long while. 

Paramount likes singles better 
than doubles, but this house is still 
a question mark. Nut is cracked 
pretty low these days, with rental 
reported to be on percentage, so 
Evergreen is getting okay break. 

‘Adorable,’ with plenty of printers’ 
ink back of it, and plugging with 
exploitation and billing the past two 
weeks, started with a bang and is 
given great bally break at Fifth 
avenue. 

‘Working Man’ at Music Box 
proved great attraction for two 
weeks, but gave way to ‘Christopher 
Strong,’ with Katharine Hepburn 
getting tremendous billing. Also 
advance plugging heavy for ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933,’ next at this spot. 

Coliseum is the lone dual in town 
this week. ‘Looking Forward’ and 
‘Central Airport’ loo’: good, 

‘Sins of Love’ (Ind) with lecturer 
and mats for women only, nites for 
men only, went big past week at 
Winter Garden (John Danz) with 
admish 35c. straight. Friday night 
was also ladies’ night for ‘working 
girls and business women.’ House 
seats 1,000 and got around $4,900. 
Big. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor- 
Garat combo liked and $8,000 big. 
Last week, ‘Hell Below’ (MG), plenty 
of campaign helped reach very good 
$7,100. 

Roxy (Jensen-Von H) (2,300; 25- 








35) ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U); sur- 
prising, steady draw, so manage- 
ment holds fourth week, with ex- 


pected $5,800, big; last week, ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (U), steady draw third 
week went for okay takings of 
around $5,600. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40) ‘The Eagle and the Hawk’ 
(Par); holding nine days, to bring 
change date back to Thursday. 
Hope to get $4,500; last week ‘Lily 
Turner’ (Par) so-so ut $3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950;25-35) 
‘Christopher Strong’ (Radio) with 
Hepburn billed above pix title, an- 
ticipated $3,500, last week, ‘The 
Working Man’ (WB), second week, 
liked and good at $3,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35) ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB), with Bette 
Davis featured as her first starring 
pix, boxoffice expects good $3,500; 
last week, ‘Diplomaniacs’ (Radio) 
disappointed, failing to hold to early 
promise; around $3,000. 

Liberty (2,000; 10-25) ‘Soldiers of 
the Storm’ (Col), with oke.= shorts, 


‘DIGGERS’ 25¢’s 
ON BIG WASH. 
CAMPAIGN 





Washington, June 12. 

Best line-up of pictures town has 
seen in weeks and plenty of ex- 
ploitation are battling beautiful 
weather which is sending the cash 
customers outdoors. All in all, week 
should be above average. 

Earle is really money-maker with 
‘Gold Diggers.’ Town has been 
circused for three weeks with ads, 
24-sheet boards and leg art in store 
windows. Trend of exploit stuff is 
openly follow-up of ‘42d St.’ 

Pic opened with midnight preview 
Thursday (8), which did fair busi- 
ness, although night was pretty bad 
all over. Fitted into ballyhoo, and 
Friday opening was tremendous, 
House is playing six shows daily, 
with five on Sunday. Boys are 
hoping to beat record of ‘42 §St.,’ 
which was up around $27,000. If 
they do it'll be first time any local 
house has hit normal midseason 
figure since hot weather set in. 
Ought to get $25,000 anyway. 

Fox is up against it with ‘Gold 

Diggers’ at opposition vaude house, 
but ‘The Nuisance’ is getting the 
Lee Tracy fans, and a swell stage 
bill headed by Benny Rubin is 
building. Putting up game fight 
with almost as big spreads in the 
papers as Earle. Week should be 
o.k. 
Keith’s has Gene Dennis back for 
third week after interim while she 
played Baltimore. Pic is ‘Profes- 
sional Sweetheart.’ With Gene get- 
ting the femmes at the mats and 
Ginger Rogers enticing the pants at 
night, week should hold up to o.k. 
$6,000. Hardie Meakin’s stunt of 
taking Gene to White House recep- 
tion spread her in society columns 
and should net some new trade. 
The old bunch will be back, regard- 
less. 

Palace opened nicely with ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (Metro). Nice stuff in 
Hearst papers and natural pull of 
Harding and Montgomery here 
should drag house up after slipping 
last week on ‘International House’ 
(Par). Met will do better this week 
than any time in month with ‘I 
Cover the Water Front,’ but that is 
largely because it’s first real draw- 
er. Opposition too strong for any- 


thing big. 
Columbia is just about licked 
without cooling system. Trade 


which fiocks to any house to cool 
off can’t see sitting there, even if it 
is cheaper. 

Estimates for This Week 
Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and vaude. Town circused in open 
follow-up of ‘42d Street’ and hoping 
to equal record despite hot weather 
averages of past month. Beautiful 
$25,000 or bettér. Last week ‘Life 
of Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) up against 
opposition at Fox and first session 
of nice weather. Light with $13,000. 


Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘The Nuisance ’(MG) and 
vaude. Benny Rubin heading nice 


stage bill and backed up by Lee 
Tracey pic should get by o.k. de- 
spite ‘Gold Diggers’ at opposition 
vaude house. Probably o.k. $21,500. 


Last week ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) and ‘Whoopee’ did nice 
$19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60) — ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 


(RKO) and Gene Dennis in person. 
Miss Dennis returning for third 
week with White House stunt in 
meantime should get women again. 
If Ginger Rogers entices the men 
all week, house should net o.k. $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Cocktail Hour’ 
(Col.) was better than most recent~- 
ly at house and turned in fair $5,000. 
Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG). 


Harding and Montgomery coupled 
with Hearst build-up should see 
nice $12,000. Last week ‘Interna- 
tional House’ (Par) slipped when 
word of mouth got around that 
names were mostly only that. Pass- 


able with $9,000. 
Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 


70)—‘I Cover the Water Front’ 
(UA). Better than most at house 
recently, but tough opposition. 
Maybe satisfactory $5,000. Last 
week ‘Murders in the Zoo’ (Par) 
suffered from animal title. Light 


with €2,900. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25-35- 
40)—‘Sunset Pass.” House way off 
without cooling system. Weak $1,- 
800. Last week ‘Mind Reader’ (WB) 
fair $2,000. 





Devil Commands’ (Col): ‘McKenna 
of Mounted’ (Col), dual, nice $4,000. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 


25) ‘Fast Workers’ (MG); ‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox), dual, four 
days; then ‘Looking Forward’ 
(MG); ‘Central Airport’ (WB) four 


days, to take change date back to 
Wednesday, for first half $3,200; 
last week, ‘Gabriel Over White 
House’ (MG) and “Topaze’ (Radio), 








enroute to” $4,300; last week ‘As 


dual, great show and big week at 


$7,000. 
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Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Out of the Meragerie 

Fay Wray has become a lawyer 
fm ‘Ann Carver’s Profession,’ the 
greatest woman lawyer since 
Portia. Never-lost-a-case Ann Car- 
ver. That'll show them. Every- 
body who had ticketed her as just 
a screamer, just flighty bait for 
monsters—may now join the snap- 
judgmenters and feel thoroughly 


ashamed. 

Miss Wray's putting her belit 
tlers in their place is all the more 
triumphant because she’s not only 
a woman lawyer now, but a woman 
lawyer whose success rests square- 
ly on superior mentality. Althougl 
she remains just as attractive a 
figure as she used to be in the days 
when she was running away from 
animal nightmares, she wouldn't 
stoop to counting on her modish 
femme appeal in the courtroom. 
All those cases she wins, she win3 
because she’s so darned bright. If 
she happens to be someone wholly 
satisfactory to look at too, that’s 
the judge's good luck. It is really 
remarkable, what Miss Wray’s 
achieved in one single picture. A 
modernistic home that’s yet smart 
comfortable, and ‘lived-in,’ an of: 
fice that looks properly impressive 
and ‘worked-in’ too, and withal the 
ability to rip off high-sounding 
legal and financial phrases witt 
the air of positively knowing what 


she's talking about. Take that, 
scoffers. 
Claire Dodd, a _ torch singer. 


menaces Miss Wray’s marital hap- 
piness for a spell, but despite hes 
soft Deitrich make-up, the _ be- 
witching upward slant of her 
brows, her golden curls, her strik- 
ing night-club sheath dresses and 
her definite sex appeal—there’s 
really nothing that can endange! 
the new Miss Wray, now that she’s 
become an_ intellectual. Besides, 
Miss Dodd drinks, and it makes 
her a little woozy in her pursuit 
of other people’s husbands, where- 
as Miss Wray has taken to seeint 
things very clearly. 





Clothes Unmake the Woman 


When Thelma Todd put on her 
powdered wig for ‘The Devil's 
Brother,’ tied her hoop skirt frame 
about her heretofore unhampered 
waist and then cloaked her truly 
excellent figure, if not her bosom, 
in the modestly fulsome silk yard- 
age of the indeterminate period, the 
sheer weight of her combined gar- 
ments simply took all the fight out 
of her. Poor thing, she wasn’t used 
to such concealment, she’d never 
met the necessity for it, she’d always 
believed in frankness anyway, and 
suddenly there she was, going about 
just as if her admirable form were 
something to be ashamed of. It 
Was enough to make a girl lose her 
mind. The more power to Miss 
Todd that, in such a shattering 
plight, she managed to salvage at 
least a few fragments of her former 
lucid self and giggle only three 
quarters of her time before the 
camera. 

None of her admirers need feel 
alarmed that Miss Todd’s perma- 
nently affected. She'll be all right 
again, soon as she gets out of her 
present positively stifling environ- 
ment. It's being in hiding that 
makes her so tragically coy, that 
puts her up to such painful coquetry. 
She's a warm-blooded thing, Miss 
Todd, and too much clothing undoes 
her. She even loses her sense of 
humor, and when Miss Todd loses 
her sense of humor, something 
pretty cataclysmic’s going on. 





O. F. G. New Style 

Little would one think, to look at 
gentle Ruby Keeler of ‘Gold Diggers 
of 1933,’ that she is of the stuff of 
which revolutions are made. Such 
a sweet-faced little girl, surely 
she's not the kind to start trends, 
to set off nationwide reforms—and 
yet she has but to make another 
picture or two ere groups of flaps 
all over the country begin abandon- 
ing their saucy ways renouncing 
their heady back-talk, giving up 
their minds-of-their-own and 
throwing themselves whole heart- 
edly into the business of making 
themselves over into replicas of 
pretty, pliant and meek Miss Keeler, 

Editorials have been published, 
speeches made, nostalgic essays 


written anent the return of the Old 
Fashioned Cirl—all to no avail. The 
flaps went right on being independ- 
It remained for submissive 
Keeler, by 


ent. 


Miss her own shining 





example, to lead the O. F. G. back 
to glory. Miss Keeler’s success, 
when all about her had failed, 
nestles in the fact that she presents 
a new kind of O. F. G., an O. F. G. 
in modern dress, a maid as smart, 
as trim, as chic to look at as the 
Modern Girl, a maid who confines 
(Continued on page 38) 


NOVARRO, 10€; ‘MADE 
B’WAY,’ $9,500, MONT’L 


Montreal, June 12. 


With Loew's vaude house cut- 
ting its prices to 50c. from Satur- 
day (10) and Larry Bearg in New 
York fixing up a series of vaude 
acts to run through the summer, 
the only variety show permanently 
running in Canada is making a new 
bid for maintained grosses. Mat- 
inee houses have almost faded out 
during the hot spell with a hope 
that the fans will now be patroniz- 
ing the top price shows at reduced 
figures, 

Palace with best flickers in town 
has been holding top-notch position 
past week and may continue that 
way currently with ‘The Barbarian,’ 
for which a fair $10,000 is looked 
for. Capitol’s brace are ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ and ‘Sleepless Nights,’ which 
may better last week’s poor b. o. 
and reach around $9,000. Loew's 
with a dime reduction in top price 
but biggest seating in town has 
‘Made on Broadway’ and vaude; 
maybe $9,500. Princess is again all- 
British, ‘Love on Wheels’ and ‘Wed- 
ding Rehearsal,’ and gross isn’t 
likely to exceed $5,000. The two 
French film houses not likely to 
show much. 

His Majesty's goes back to French 
operetta which with subscription 
backing might gross $5,000. Nabes 
are feeling the heat and only about 
three of them making ends meet. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind.) (1,600; 25- 
$1.50). French operetta. Big sub- 
scription list guarantees against 
weather. Gross about $5,000. Last 
week stock company at 75c. played 
‘Luck O’Shea’ with Allen Doone, 


guest star, $2,500. 
(2,700; 60)—‘The 


Palace (FP) 
Barbarian’ (MG). Navarro should 
help, but $10,000 is the top and at 
that will lead the town. Last week 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) did nicely at $10,- 
500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Eagle 
and the Hawk’ (Par), and ‘Sleepless 
Nights’ (Empire). May collect $9,- 
000, dependent on breaking of heat 
wave, Last week ‘Sweepings’ 
(RKO), and ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) 
about $8,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and vaude. 
Montgomery-Lilers team and good 
vaude should do well but estimate 
is for $9,500 at best. Last week 
‘Fast Worker’ (MG) and vaude; 
weather beat this down to $9,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Love 
on Wheels’ and ‘Wedding Rehearsal.’ 
All-British not overly liable to 
gross more than $5,000. Last week 
‘Below the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Strictly 
Personal’ (Col) $5,500. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
50)—‘Le Picador’ (French). May 
gross $1,800. Last week ‘La Belle 
Mariniere’ French), $1,700. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25)—L’Homme a IHispano' 
(French) (3d week), $600. Last 
week, $700. 


Nothing Else Matters in 
Lincoln but ‘Diggers 


Lincoln, Neb., June 12. 

This is certainly a one picture 
town this week, The Stuart is 
putting in ‘Gold Diggers,’ and has 
the coolest house in town which is 
two incentives for the pic to click 
here. Ali of the other houses with 
the exception of the Rialto which 
has vaude haven't a thing to plug. 

The cheap hoke stock at the Lib- 
erty is currently farewelling, since 
last week’s three days with tem- 
perature around 107 socked the 
house in the red plenty. The Stuart 
and the State are the only two 
houses in town that have any sort 
of protection against the oven tem- 
peratures. 

The outstanding news along thea- 
tre row this week was the signing 
of leases on the Liberty and Or- 
pheum theatres by the Independent 
Theatres. This assigns four local 
houses to that concern and breaks 
the J. H. Cooper, LTC supremacy 
here for the first time in 10 years. 
Leases stipulated that at least one 
of the houses should have a vaude 
or flesh policy of some sort. It 
marks the first turn to pics for the 
Liberty since fhe house was built. 

College closed with the gradua- 
tion ceremonies last mid-week and 
sent about 7,000 of potential cus- 
tomers out of town. Summer school 











b 


doesn’t seem to be pulling very 
many to town to replace ’em. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial “(LTC) (650; 10-15-20) 





PORTLAND'S B.0. PACE 
IS GENERALLY PEPPY 


Portland, Ore., June 12, 

B.O. biz is picking up in most 
houses, which it should be with two 
largest spots in the burg dark, 
Paramount and Orpheum, Ham- 
rick’s Music Box is also dark. Un- 
derstandirg is that Pan deal for the 
Orpheum held up until capital is 
raised to take over Northwest 
houses, 


‘Adorable’ clicked at the Broad- 
way and looks good to hold. Second 
week starting rather quietly. 

‘Secrets’ did above average but 
failed to warrant holding at the 
Fox-United Artists. House followed 
this week with ‘I Cover the Water- 
front,’ well exploited, and going 
strong. 

‘42d St.’ is now in its eighth week 
at Hamrick’s Blue Mouse after five 
weeks at the Oriental, picture mak- 
ing longest run in the burg for 
years. 

Hamrick to take over the Rialto 
June 30, and already has exploita- 
tion campaign started on ‘Gold 
Diggers of '33,’ to open the house 
on that date. Picture lined up in 
advance for a big opening and 
promises run of several weeks. 

‘Strictly Personal’ flopped badly 
at the Liberty and pulled after five 
days. Liberty now has ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ doing much better. 

Yen for kid acts last week. Jack 
Biles had ‘Kiddie Star Revue’ at the 
Capitol three days. Oriental helped 
its b.o. considerably with Annabell 
Knowles Juvenile revue of 50 kids 
for three days. Both acts locally 
produced. The Knowles act espe- 
cially warranted the biz it got for 
talent and production. 

Ted Fiorito’s band did a fair biz, 
grinding four a day at the Rialto, 
with local dance hall getting the 
act as nightly feature after the last 
show. Currently the Rialto has CBS 
‘Blue Monday Jamboree,’ stage unit 
in for one week at 35c top, with 
‘When Strangers Marry,’ and looks 
just fair. Blue Monday _ radio 
troupe road-showed here at $1 top 
recently and failed to get much at- 
tention for single performance. 
Present booking looks in line for 
better results. 

Greyhound racing still stealing 
the edge on pop attention, with 
b.o.'s suffering. Plans for night 
horse racing also percolating, which 
will be another slap at the picture 
grosses. New and louder exploita- 
tion needed to offset this type of 
new competish. General biz in the 
burg coming back steadily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway ‘(Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40) ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Getting 
along in second week for about $3,- 
500, okay. First week did $6,200, 
okay for this house. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-40) ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ 
(UA). Well exploited and should 
answer for $3,500, fair. Last week 
‘Secrets’ (UA) disappointed, only 
$2,900. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
‘Rome Express’ (U). Getting atten- 
tion and looks in line for $4,000, 
good, and may hold. Last week 
‘Working Man’ (WB), second week 
did okay $3,900; first, big results 
with $6,200. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 15- 
25) ‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox). Looks 
like a better break for this house at 
possible $3,300. Last week ‘Strictly 
Personal’ (Par) flopped badly and 
pulled after five days, poor $1,800. 

Rialto (Heilig) (1,500; 25-35) 
‘When Strangers Marry’ (Col) and 
CBS stage unit ‘Blue Monday Jam- 
boree.’ Cetting fair attention and 
possibly good enough at $4,000 for 
seven days. Last week ‘Circus 
Queen Murder’ with Ted Fiorito's 
stage band, okay $3,800. 








‘Blondy Johnson’ (WB) and ‘Tomb- 
stone Canyon.’ Split, just fair dur- 
ing this heat wave $600. Last week 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
‘Treason’ (Col), split, went average 


$650. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
‘Sweepings’ (MC). Very light $1,- 
500. Last week ‘Little Giant’ (WB) 


peeweed in gross $1,400. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
‘Secret of Madame Blanche’ (MG). 
Will even off to a moderate $700. 
Last week ‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox) 
and ‘Song of the Eagle’ (Fox) was 
stronger last half for $650. 

Rialto (Monroe-Bard) (1,100; 10- 
15-25) ‘Vampire Bat’ (M) and stage 
presentation. Good outlook $1,650. 
Last week ‘Should Women Tell’ 
(M) and Bell’s Hawaiians on stage, 
good enough $1,600. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25) 
‘Night of Terror’ (Col). Makes too 
many horror shows in the same 
block, Possible slow $800. Last 
week ‘King of Jazz’ (U) playing 
fourth time died on the second day 
and was bolstered by ‘Terror Trail’ 
(U) for the rest of the week, slim 


$700. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- 
69) ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB). 
Helped by a midnite prevue Sun. 
should take all the town’s pic 
money, swell $4,200. Last week 
Hell Below’ (MG) held its own in 


this iced-air house, good $2,500. 


Leading Stocks Surge to New Highs 
On Falling Dollar's Inflation Tip; 
Amusements Quiet, About Unchanged 





Yesterday’s Prices 





Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
400 Col. Pict 18% 17% 18%+ % 
500 Cons. F. 4% 4% 4%+% 
400 Do pf.. 13 12% 12%— % 
3,000 East. K 85 81% 84%438 
2.800 Fe cccces 4% 3% 4+% 
3,600 Loew's 22% 21% 22 
1,800 Par cfs. 1% 1% 1% 
2,200 Pathe . 1% 1% 1%+ % 
400 DoA 4% 4% 4%-—% 
56.900 RCA .,.... 10% 10% 10% 
1,500 RKO ..... 5 4% 4% + % 
20 U. ist pf. 25 25 3 -—3 
22.100 W. B...-- 5% «5 5% 
BONDS 
$8,000 Gen. Thr.. 5% 5 5% — % 
2,000 Keith .... 45% 45% 45% + % 
5,000 Loew 80% 80% 80% + % 


10.000 Par-F-lL....15 14 14 —1 


18,000 Par-Pub .. 14% 14% 14% + % 
5,000 W. B..... 4 
CURB 
500 Gen. T. pf. % % % 
600 Technic .. 9% 9 9 
500Trans-L ... 3% 3% 3%+ % 











Ptshg. Giving Itself Up 
to the Themometer; 
‘Diggers’ Alone Oke 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

It's SRO for the heat wave, 
standing room outside. All June 
mercury records smashed around 
here over the week-end, and siz- 
zling temperatures sending the cus- 
tomers everywhere but into the the- 
atres. 

Only attraction that is successful- 
ly withstanding oppressive warmth 
is ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ at the 
Stanley, will likely lose a couple of 
grand because of weather, but at 
that it looks like a cinch for pretty 
close to $20,000. Musical billed like 
a circus around here, with gala 


Hollywood premiere Thursday night 
and all of the trimmings. Got off 
to a great start and should get by 
with plenty to spare. Shortage of 
product may lead Stanley to hold it 
over for a second week and if that 
takes place, it’ll be the first time 
in house's history that a film has 
stayed longer than the regular six 
days. 

That kind of money at the Stan- 
ley means a terrific drain on the 
other sites. Penn has ‘Devil's 
Brother,’ one of the poorest of the 
Laurel-Hardy series, and will have 
trouble, and plenty of it, cracking 
a miserable $5,500, while Fulton, 
with ‘Constant Woman,’ looks head- 
ed in the direction of a woe-begot- 
ten $2,100. Davis, with a weak 
combo in ‘Cocktail Hour’ and ‘Silk 
Express,’ shapes up like a weak 
$1,800, while Warner, with ‘Diplo- 
maniacs,’ will have to be satisfied 
with a terrible $2,9(0. 


It’s rock bottom all along the line, 
with the exception of the Stanley. 
Maybe cooling systems will bring 
‘em in when people get a little used 
to the heat. As it is, it’s so sudden 
that going to theatres is farthest 
from thoughts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40) 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and ‘Silk Ex- 
press’ (WB). Grade B combo and 
will be lucky to get even near the 
$2,000 mark. Last week, ‘Life of 
Jimmie Dolan’ (FN) and ‘Tommrow 
at Seven’ (RKO) not much better 
at $2,100. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40) ‘Constant Woman’ (Tif). 
This house feeling it worse than 
the rest because it isn’t equipped 
with a cooling plant. Has managed 
to struggle through summer in the 
past, and may do the same this 
season, although it’s going to a 
struggle, no less. Current attrac- 
tion, lacking any cast names, shapes 
up pretty depressingly for a likely 





$2,100. Last week, ‘Looking For- 
ward’ (MG) a surprise click at 
$4,700. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Devil's Brother’ (MG). Feature 
length Laurel-Hardy comedies have 
never done a thing around here in 
normal times. That leaves this one, 
the poorest of the lot, little chance 





| in a week like this. Maybe $5,500, 
| maybe not. Las week, ‘Interna- 
| tional House’ (Par) n.s.h. either at | 
' $7,000, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50) 
| ‘Gild Diggers of 1933’ (WB). This 
| is the one they've been waiting for, 
so heat won't make too much dif- 
ference, although it’s likely to mean 
a couple of grand under what it | 
might normally do. Picture billed 
like a circus and off to a great start, 
with great $20,000 in prospect. Last | 
week, ‘I Cover the Waterfront 
(UA) around $8,000 

Warner (WE) (2,900; 25-35-50) 





By AL GREASON 
Market tactics changed yesterday 
(Monday) as the pivotal shares 
came to the fore. Steel was pushed 
above 58, and Telephone was sent 
above 130, while secondary issues 
were left neglected. Volume passed 
5,000,000. Recently the practice has 
been to trot out various minor 
groups for demonstrations, while 
the blue chips were left in the back- 
ground. 

The change tended to give the 
movement an appearance of impor- 
tance, lacking in previous sessions 
when the active stocks were almost 
exclusively in the low-priced divi- 
sion. It stands to reason that a 
bullish flurry led by Steel and Tele- 
phone carries more conviction than 
recent sessions in which the leader- 
ship role was taken by Radio at 


10, and Commonwealth Southern 
around 4 or 6. 
Yesterday’s buytng of leading 


stocks appeared to be based on the 
further retreat of the dollar against 
foreign currencies, with sterling at 
one time commanding $4.20 to the 
pound, a new relation carrying with 
it all the old inference of prospects 
for American inflation and invoking 
all the old arguments for getting 
out of cash and into stocks and com- 
modities. Wheat was strong, scor- 
ing a new top of 82 cents for the 
distant option. 


Amusement shares took but small 
part in the day's happenings. Vol- 
ume was small in active shares like 
Loew's, with prices about unchanged. 
Fresh progress by Eastman Kodak 
to a new top around 85 for a net 
gain of 3 appeared to have small 
reference to the amusiments, since 
none of the group reflected buying. 
Columbia Pictures, as representative 
of the non-theatre amusements. 
made the best showing, continuing 
its outstanding performance of last 
week. Consolidated Film gave way 
a fraction. 


Film Stocks Mark Time 


In the absence of any news last 
week touching the amusement 
group individually, the active issues 
in that family made a good deal of 
flurry going nowhere in particular. 
At one time or another practically 
all the leading stocks touch a new 
high or repeated a former high on 
the current recovery, but Saturday’s 
(9) final prices showed no appre- 
ciable change from those of the 
week before. 


It has been a characteristic of the 
market for some weeks to exploit 
one or another group while the rest 
of the list turned quiet. Week be- 
fore last and early last week the 
film stocks came in for special at- 
tention. Sudden decline in action 
might mean that stocks had reached 
a level where there was a good deal 
of realizing or the various cliques 
felt that their favorites needed a 
‘rest’ at this stage of the advance. 
Probably there was something of 
both elements in the situation. 


Radio was an exception among 


the entertainment shares, turning 
over in enormous volume (week’s 
total was 700,000), with the 


price touching a new top at 10% 
and carrying most of the gains to 
the final going. There was some 
comment on the fact that this time 
was chosen for a demonstration, 
since Radio is entering upon the 
dullest two months of its year, a 
time when current business is at an 
ebb in broadcasting, but when pre- 
liminaries are under negotiation for 
the autumn. Nothing in the news 
about mergers of communication 
systems to affect Radio, except that 
the Government’s thumbs down on 
the Postal-Western Union consoli- 
dation, would be bullish for the air 
system, which would have been out 
in the cold if the two big wire or- 
(Continued on page 25) 





Schofield Assigned 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Paul Schofield goes to Fox to col- 





lab with Marguerite Roberts in 
scripting ‘Jimmy and Sally’ for 
James Dunn and Sally LEilers. 
Charlotte Miller, who had been on 
j the yarn, is oft. 
| 
| = _ 
‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). ,00ked in 
| at last minute when censors held 
up ‘Private Detective.’ Wheeler and 
Woolsey always have trouble lo- 
cally and not rore than $2.900 
| looked for f nth ‘ I st w eek, 
Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) about $3,200. 
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“Grand entertainment,” says Thunderous applause from all Celebs, society (on roller f 
N. Y. Daily News, awarding N. Y. critics—“‘ Defies descrip- skates) salute tremendous n 
4 STARS to “Gold Diggers”! tion” (Tel.)... “Smash” (Mirror) Strand premiere! I 
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| jamming the ropes at 9:30 Thunderous ballyhoo sends Cleveland Lake opening hits | 24 
| A. M., Philly matches ‘42nd Grauman’s Chinese to capa- ““42nd Street’’ record for fi a: 
| Street” figures. city at $1.50 top. 16% knockout. | 
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its § | 22% bigger take beats heat $1924 over “42nd Street’, “Gold Diggers” sweeps {7 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, June 9. 

A big show with a lot of variety 
names studding the program this 
week. But again it’s one of those 
endless chains that doesn’t jell, al- 
though the hot spell makes almost 
any refrigerated cinema a welcome 
interlude. Result is that this is a 


show that invites lolling back in- 
stead of makin’ ’em sit up and take 
notice. That’s not good theatre, 
especially for the flicker fans. Only 
kicker is the finaling Phil Spitalny 
1812,’ the majestic Tschaikowsky 
overture being well productioned 
with an augmented singing choir 
and some nice lighting effects. 

For the rest the components are 
highly satisfying if not cohesive. 
Probably the biggest disappointment 
is the cinematic stutterer, Rosco 
Ates, with his daughter, Dorothy, in 
a sort of comedy crossfire that bor- 
ders too often on the vulgar idea of 
quipping for film-fan appreciation. 
The most legit contribution is the 
girl’s concluding tap dance. For 
more tap entertainment there is Sid 
Gary, the vet Arnaut Bros. and the 
Spitalny orchestra with the Nestle 


‘€hocolateers, his commercial radio 


billing. 

Gary sings his pops well but a bit 
too often. Should curtail as he not 
only does a substantial straight pop 
recital but then adds a supplement- 
ary actlet with his radio impres- 
sions. It’s all serviceable and high- 


-ly palatable, but in view of the en- 


suing length of the stage proceed- 
ings it could be axed. The Arnauts’ 


.flirtation bird stuff still registers. 
.Spitalny’s 


Youmans _s pot - pourri 


opener is followed by the very 


_heated ‘Tiger Rag’ and then ‘1812,’ 


a variegated enough program. Band 
including 
two femme accordionists, backed up 
with two different vocal and terp 
gzroups, making for a good stage 


flash. 


The Notre Dame Gee Club of 31 
(with a leader it’s 32) probably 
doubled into the ‘1812’ presentation. 
In their own, their first stage ap- 


-pearance, they were a nice and brief 


interlude, with some football shots 


_ superimposed as a background in 


the course of the finale number. 
Bryant, Rains and Young are a nice 
terp threesome, but unsensational 
enough for a mammoth picture 
Girls appear to be sisters, 
although not so billed; man looks 
very nice in formal tails. 

The Chester Hale Girls (32) again 
distinguish themselves with their 
concerted numbers. They also fig- 


-ure in a Movietone shot of welcome 


to a enew Metro French importee, 
voted the most beauteous Gallic 
blonde. 

Wealth of stage fare is usually a 
tipoff on the flicker at this house, 
as generally at any of the deluxers. 


_Laurel and Hardy full-length com- 


edy feature, ‘The Devil’s Brother’ 
(M-G), sustains that sispicion. 
Abel. 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 9. 

Typical Fanchon & Marco stage 
show, routined along the customary 
lines, with the 16 line girls opening, 
closing and making one in-between 
appearance; all talent working in 
front of the band, with Rube Wolf 
either feeding or helping in the 


- hoke, 


Jimmy Savo runs away with the 
show, while Frank Melino and Co., 
two men and a femme, grab second 
honors. But it remains for a pair 
of colored boys to demonstrate what 
they might do if given a free rein. 
Seems this pair of urchins has been 
playing home-made musical instru- 
aments and chanting on street corn- 
ers and lately has been hanging 
around the Par stage door. Two 
are spotted and given a chance this 
week to show their worth, and if 
they weren’t curtailed there’s no 
telling just how tight they might 


tie up the proceedings. 


Holdover from last week is Art 
Jarrett, tenor soloist from the Co- 
coanut Grove, who shows a vast im- 
provement over his first week, both 
in the selection of numbers and in 
Savo 
elicks solidly with his pantomime 
and his entire routine, much the 
same as he has been doing in other 
spots around these parts, and all 
registered with the half a lower floor 
at today’s opening show. 

Thomas and Wright are the two 
colored juves, with one of the lads 
strumming a uke and the other cut- 
ting up with a home-made set of 
traps. Both have high pitched 
voices and the way they put their 
stuff across bespeaks a vaude fu- 
ture for them if they get the breaks. 

Melino and his two partners in- 
dulge in knockabout comedy, pratt 
falls and the usual run of hoke, but 
eoming on early they do not de- 
tract from Savo’s antics. 

Line girls do a pretty daisy num- 
ber for the opener, follow Art Jar- 
rett with a rocking chair tap rou- 
tine, and wind up the festivities 
with a drum and tam routine which 
tops the 48 min. show nicely. Only 
straight band number is a medley 
ef operatic airs, with Wolf getting 
everything out of the 20 men. 

On screen, ‘I Love That Man’ 
(Par), news, pictorial and.,‘Popeye’ 
cartoon Edwe. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, June 8. 


Figuring on ‘Jennie yerhardt’ 
(Par) to lam over and permit them 
to cut on the stage end, the Par peo- 
ple hovered to Fanchon & Marco for 
a feasible priced stage unit and re- 
ceived more than was expected. The 
show helps the film, supplying a 
comedy element and some action 
thrills needed to send the custom- 
ers home happy. 

Biggest item on the current bill, 
run off in vaude fashion, under the 
F. & M. staging, with the line of 
girls as auxiliary, are the 16 Gae 
Foster girls on roller skates, They 
do military swings and formation 
wheels, besides a toe tap on the 
rollers. Fast and okay when caught 
opening day. Practice on these 
routines should make that line a 
crack item for F. & M. anywhere. 

Should be played up here, but one 
of those unaccountable Par reasons, 
and instead the Columbia College 
Glee Club gets the exploitation 
splurge, which seems a mistake. 
After hearing the boys yodel, it’s to 
be questioned how much good they 
do the Par b.o. currently. Up at the 
Capitol the Notre Dame Glee Club 
is holding opposition. However, the 
Columbia boys and Par can have 
one wee bit of satisfaction out of 
this melee in that the Columbia 
boys being local, they sound like a 
better attraction than Notre Dame. 
Others on the show are Shaw and 
Lee, Four Trojans, Arrens and 
Broderick, Steve Evans and Dorothy 
Foster. 

Line opens with one of those pre- 
cision numbers which Markert made 
famous with his Roxyettes, and this 
tips for the Trojans, out in white 
sport sweaters and flannels to come 
acrobating over the chairs, of dif- 
ferent quantities, up to four. This 
fast quartet struts down to ‘one’ 
after the full stage opening for an 
exchange of tumbling tricks that 
takes very well. Over big when 
caught. But if what these boys do 
has a kick, that one-legged high- 
kick endurance turn of Dorothy Fos- 
ter, for five minutes, has the audi- 
ence on edge. This blonde girl just 
naturally holds attention with her 
trick, and she doesn’t need to do 
any more, 

Shaw and Lee are easy for laughs 
with their double talk and hand- 
twisting items, while Arrens and 
Broderick also have everything 
their own way, except where the 
girl, a natural goofy comic, makes a 
spitting motion down her bodice. 
That’s too crude for anybody on a 
stage. Outside of this item, the 
girl’s a knockout with her funny 
costume and burlesque opera voice. 
Columbia Glee Club does that 
usual college group picture for their 
opening numbers, when showing, 
and surprise the audience very 
much by returning later to sing 
from the pit in the finale. However, 
by this time the audience is watch- 
ing what’s going on the stage too 
intently to be distracted by any- 
thing in the pit. 

Steve Evans does impersonations 
of Will Rogers, El Brendel and 
others, including Lon Chaney. That 
Chaney item gets a hand, but ex- 
actly what it means Evans doesn't 
show. His takeoff of John D. Rocke- 
feller, Sr., is not at all becoming. 
Otherwise, Evans shows a pleasant 
enough aptitude for the stuff he 
specializes in. Uses only simple 
changes to shift characteristics on 
subjects he impersonates. Also does 
a good Joe E. Brown. 

Louis Katzman is conducting the 
pit band, and his overture is a med- 
ley of radio theme songs, with the 
principal entertainers or program 
name flashed on the curtain as the 
band plays the tune. Katzman has 
the band working smoothly and he 
rates the reception he is getting 
from Par audiences. Looks to stay 
indefinitely. 

Show is set down for 40 minutes 
without pit time counted, and screen 
side is 85, minus the 10 minutes al- 
lotted for the newsreel and trailers. 
That makes for quick turnover. 

Shan. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, June 8. 

A visit to the original Roxy after 
a lapse of some weeks reveals that 
the policy, adopted rather in des- 
peration and to meet a troublesome 
budget situation, is slowly evolving 
into a distinct type of entertain- 
ment. It isn’t exactly the type that 
was called ‘family vaudeville’ a dec- 
ade and a half ago, and it isn’t the 
more modern deluxe style, but 
something that partakes of both 
varieties, has some of the merits 
of both and a good many of their 
faults. 

On the modern size it manages 
to capitalize somehow the mag- 
nificence of the stage and theatre 
that make its surroundings. Twen- 
ty-four girls, a stage band of as 
many and a lot of the old Roxy 
storehouse scenery, give the pres- 


entation a touch of flash. With an 
eye to making the most of the 
Roxy’s tradition for class they 
usually manage to get in a pre- 
tentious musical name of some 
sort. There is Dave Schooler, now 


in his steenth week, to sell the bill 





in a vigorous style and give the 
proceedings something of dash and 
spirit. 

The rest is fill-in material, most 
lor it in the ‘family’ spirit. Even | 


Schooler has become imbued with 
the neighborhood atmosphere, car- 
rying his m.c. assignment with that 
familiar air that is characteristic 
of the homebody atmosphere. Much 
of the staging and arrangement 
makes a fair deluxe front. About 
as much is slipshod and mediocre, 
appropriate to the flat 35c scale, at 
which, by the way, the show with 
a first-run film is a bargain for 
those who get entertainment out of 
such a performance. 

Anyhow, the policy seems to have 
attracted a following. House was 
half filled even in the devastating 
heat of Friday evening. The easy- 
going familiarity of the stage pro- 
ceedings and its hoke fun is at- 
tractive. But the way they stretch 
out indifferent specialties and only 
moderately clever bits, wrecks 
showmanly speed. “ On this bill the 
high spots were a couple of neat 
line ensembles and the musical 
contribution of Harold Stern, radio 
band name, credit going also to the 
energetic way in which Schooler 
picked up the often lagging pace 
and whipped a scattered perform- 
ance along. 

Opening was Schooler coming up 
on the orchestra elevator for a ses- 
sion of comedy magic (feature is a 
mystery murder with a stage magic 
slant). Girls are on for singing cir- 
cle bit that is very bad vocally, but 
salvaged by novelty stuff with elec- 
tric flashlights and a finish in more 
burlesque magic by the ensemble. 
Long-skirted summer dresses on 
the girls not very striking. 

DeLong Sisters, trio of trim- 
looking girls who are the last word 
in gymnastic style, albeit they do 
nothing sensational. Effect is 
rather in the way they handle tum- 
bling and hand-to-hand balancing 
and the wholesome beauty of the 
energetic flaps. 

Two Daveys are man and woman, 
man doing juggling and carrying on 
a line of chatter for the exclusive 
benefit of the first dozen rows. Ar- 
chaic in technique, but they fitted 
in perfectly with the family atmos- 
phere and were liked by those who 
got the patter. Overboard on time 
and talk, however, for the rest. 

Zelda Santley, standard mimic, 
likewise long on time with half a 
dozen impersonations—Zasu Pitts» 
Helen Morgan, Jimmy Durante, etc., 
all leading up to a flashy produc- 
tion number as Mae West, with the 
girls in appropriate costume for a 
capital finish. Schooler with foil- 
ing contributed almost as much to 
the turn as Miss Santley, especially 
with a stab at a George Givot tra- 
vesty and first-rate fun. 

Into the Harold Stern contribu- 
tion, a trick arrangement of ‘Stormy 
Weather’ by the orchestra, Stern 
leading. A capital bit of trick 
music, that carried the all-too-fa- 
miliar theme through symphony, 
jazz, opera, German backyard band 
and other mutations. Bill Smith 
introduced for two numbers in his 
engaging baritone. 

King Bros. and Cully on for a 
bright, fast session of their familiar 
nut comedy, and the only turn on 
the card that worked fast and got 
away when they were through. 
They prospered accordingly. 

Girls are back in a cheap but 
effective getup of black velvet 
shorts set off by red and silver 
fringe from wrist to shoulder and 
falling to knee height for an en- 
durance tap routine, Schooler from 
off-stage urging them on through 
the p.a. system as though they were 
in a race. Made a spirited finish, 
leading up to all the specialty peo- 
ple gathering on the pit elevator 
for an exit via its descent. 

‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox) weak fea- 
ture. Attendance half a _ house, 
which was not so bad considering 
the heat. Rush. 


MUSIC HALL 


New York, June 8. 

There’s so much of everything, 
none of it especially good, that it 
all adds up to practically nothing 
this week. Along with the pon- 
derous, slow moving, elephantine 
stage show is a frail feature, ‘Ann 
Carver’s Profession’ (Col), a com- 
bination that offers little opposish 
for the heat. 

This week there is only the the- 
atre, and that just for those who 
haven't yet seen it. It’s still some- 
thing to see. Upon entrance, a first 
glance at the grand foyer strikes 
the uninitiated like Baer socked 
Schmeling, and then the audi- 
torium itself is a good enough fol- 
low-up punch. For the first-timers 
the double-barreled look should 
make ’em dizzy enough to roll over 
and play dead for whatever takes 
place on the stage and screen. The 
only trouble is that there are some 
people who have already seen the 
theatre and can be neither socked 
nor shocked with it again. They 
are likely to ask for some enter- 
tainment, but their request won't 
be answered this week. 

Between show shifts the Music 
Hall’s schedule includes an organ 
solo running at least five minutes, 
apparently to cover up the break. 
It was in Thursday night just ahead 
of the next-to-last evening per- 
formance, despite there was hardly 
any break at all. The organist 











played semi-classical music, re- 
gardless of the fact that the pit 
symphony orchestra heavy overture 
immediately follows. It’s a long 
wait until something bright hap- 





|| NEWSREELS | 





EMBASSY 


Editorial judgment is askew at 
the Embassy this week. Just seven 
days ago the Translux had Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s delivery to the An- 


napolis grads. Currently, the same 
details previously related by Uni- 
versal afford the lead clip in the 
house which has always assumed a 
patronizing attitude toward the other 
empcrium. Maybe newereel s2vuts 
slipped up in their usual reports or, 
possibly, it was just that the F-H 
editorial board felt once too often 
the pimple of supremacy. 

It may be noted that the Luxer, 
asa well, played follow-upper to the 
Embassy on several other clips, 
placed in positions of lesser impor- 
tance in its program. Par’s Sher- 
wood coverage was a week old, al- 
though it must have been cameraed 
at the same time as F-H, because 
the subjects were identical. And 
the Luxer followed the Emb by a 
week on Mattern’s take-off. It was 
also a full year behind the F-H 
house on the Nyack elephants, 
granting a more recent Par view 
because of at least one detail not 
included in the original Fox projec- 
tion, 

Emb made a featurette of the 
West Point grad exercises without 
once indicating that the diplomas 
were being passed out. Where the 
Luxer passed it up with a conven- 
tional of the boys on horseback, the 
F-H crew got a cameraman wedged 
in among the legs of the ranks. It 
also had a moving camera on the 
sidelines which kept a squad in full 
camera measurement for part of a 
league. That type of pam shot, in- 
cidentally, is new even up at the 
Point. 

Neither of the reels hooked up 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s western trip with 
the divorce action contemplated by 
her son. 

Both houses had the annual about 
dumping gangster guns into New 
York’s harbor, as well as the Eng- 
lish derby, another Cal. oil fire, and 
the Zep’s trip to Rome. 

Embassy was alone in its reitera- 
tion of the Goshen trotters, Colum- 
bia grads, the Pope, Italian and 


TRANSLUX 


The jobless may always find rea« 
son to take heart at a Luxer sitting. 


Pathe or Universal seldom overlook 
opportunities to propagandize news- 
paper reports that positions are 
nearing abundancy. In current jus- 
tice to Pathe it may be said that 
the reel is sufficiently energetic to 
have a blacksmith register the hope 
that horse-shoeing may eclipse tire 
replacements, and that a tailor here 
and there, as well as an occasional 
restauranteur, has developed a non- 
pessimistic slant. 

Universal had the only contribu- 
tion to the houses Saturday which 
covered the adjournment of the 
Geneva disarmament conference. 

Par seemed to be the only reel at 
the same time to be up on the Mor- 
gan testimony, recording a few com- 
ments of George Whitney. This reel 
also worked in an impressive clip 
of Gold Star mothers in France, 
And it, as well, sought out a rail- 
road president on the need of travel 
mergers. 

Pathe caught a semi-nude view of 
the new Gov.-General of the Phil- 
ippines in Honolulu, as well as some 
of Poultney Bigelow’s views about 
the former Kaiser. 

Rest of the program was made up 
of magazine, annuals and _ short 
subjects. Among the others were 
Ohio peonies, Pike’s Peak, para- 
chute jumpers, contortionistic wres- 
tling, Mexican artist, and California 
life preserver. Waly. 





English soldiery, Wales as a farmer, 
Coney Island, and Australian rodeo. 
While the Luxer a week ago had 
silent views of the Kansas convict 
kidnapped victims, F-H currently 
makes them talk. The girl who 
would rather have been shot than 
have swung over to the convict’s 
lap just registers copious laughs. 
Jesse Strauss, as France’s new 
U. S. ambassador, and Speaker 
Rainey also give personal opinions. 
German processions are among 
other Embassy clips, as well as a 
Carpet re-issue, ‘Silver Springs.’ 
Waly. 





pens at the Hall this week. A 
shorter organlog in a lighter vein 
would be a lot more appropriate 
and not half as boring. For the 
first couple of minutes it’s some- 
thing to hear how much racket that 
little tiny music box off to the left 
side can make in this huge thea- 
tre, and at the start with the notes 
sounding like they’re being piped 
up from under your seat, no matter 
which seat you’re in, it almost 
makes you jump. But if the idea 
is to scare the customers into a 
receptive move, the five minutes are 
too long for that purpose, too. 

Roxy is again repeating some of 
his old production numbers, al- 
though this week he doesn’t attempt 
to square it with a ‘Reminiscences’ 
label. The trick curtain in ‘Man- 
hattan Serenade’ is nothing new to 
the regulars and ‘Stepping’ by the 
Roxyettes is another rehash. ‘Voices 
of Spring’ is a dull vocal interlude 
by the singing chorus, with the 
prop Roxy moon in the background. 
The lack of lustre in these early 
developments throws the burden of 
carrying the show on ‘Fiesta Ital- 
ien,’ an extremely heavy produc- 
tion item, which closes the bill. 

In ‘Serenade’ the ballet corps is 
divided into two groups, one in 
white and the other in black, each 
with its own leader in Patricia 
Bowman and Von Grona. The stunt 
curtain, which changes from black 
to white in accordance with the 


dance action, wasn’t working in 
several spots when caught. It 
wasn’t working when last. used, 


either. A trick curtain that doesn’t 
work isn’t as good as a plain cur- 
tain that works. , 

Von Grona is a boy who dances 
like a girlk Miss Bowman did about 
all she could to uphold the num- 
ber’s terp merit, but her male cooch 
dancing foil made it a comedy. It’s 
Von’s second trip here. 

In ‘Fiesta Italien’ there’s a mas- 
sive setting, including a Venetian 
bridge and tower. Three or four 
stationary gondolas glide under the 
bridge and around the tower on a 
turntable, like prop gee-gees on a 
merry-go-round, and between the 
gondolas and the costumes and the 
100-odd people on the stage there’s 
plenty to look at if anyone has the 
time. Jan Peerce and Viola Philo 
do most of the solo singing, the 
latter in the arms of a loud cos- 
tumed soldier most of the time and 
looking rather large for a romance 
in Venice. 

The overture rather than being 
an orchestral number this week is 
more of a concert piano recital by 
Julia Glass, who, with her grand, 
has the huge rostrum to herself for 
about 10 solid minutes. The selec- 
tion is Liszt’s ‘Hungarian Fantasy,’ 
whose construction gave Miss Glass 
a slow and uninteresting start, but 
an excellent chance to finish in the 
money. She took full advantage 


and earned her pair of bends before 
Bige. 


the traveler. 


STATE, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 8. 

The State has started a season of 
stage entertainment in augmenta- 
tion of its screen fare. Current and 
initial offering at this ace Publix 
house typically embodies the ideas 
of John J. Friedl, division manager, 
anent the ideal bill for a de luxe 
presentation theatre. More of a pit 
show than anything else, it has a 
pit orchestra with a _ personality 
conductor and a singer in a brief 
but snappy musical program and a 
single ‘name’ act, Joan Blondel! in 
person, working in ‘one’ before a 
house drop on the stage. 

As far as Minneapolis is con- 
cerned, the policy always has been 
a success, and this instance should 
be no exception. It stimulates the 
box office and sends away the cus- 
tomers pleased. The flesh-and-blood 
portion of the program is light in 
quantity but heavy in respect to 
quality. It does not stretch out in 
tiresome fashion. It has dash and 
sparkle, and there’s a certain inti- 
mate touch about it that enhances 
its effectiveness. 

Johnny Green, newcomer here 
and a young and sufficiently dy- 
namic personality, is the guest con- 
ductor, wielding the baton for a 
first-rate local 14-piece orchestra, 
the Julie Madesen-Jack Malerick 
band, which comprises a number of 
former Minnesota theatre musicians 
and which has been playing a long 
engagenrfent at a Minneapolis hotel 
and some out-of-town Publix thea- 
tre dates. The pit platform has been 
raised for the orchestra, and the 
members, wearing natty white full- 
dress jackets and blue trousers, face 
the audience. 

Green wisely chose a group of 
pep hits for his debut. Madesen, 
who is a singer, introduces the con- 
ductor as a leading composer and 
concert pianist, and the latter steps 
down from the stage into the pit. 
A medley of his own compositions, 
including ‘I’m Yours,” “Out of No- 
where,’ ‘Living Nowhere’ and ‘Rain, 
Rain, Go Away’ is a flashy arrange- 
ment and gets the orchestra off to 
a fine start. Green does a bit of 
ivory tickling at a piano, which is 
lifted mechanically above the pit. 

Paramount news and a Mickey 
Mouse cartoon, ‘The Mail Pilot,’ 
precede Miss Blondell. Green works 
with the film star in a short act 
which seems to have been thrown 
together and which is pretty crude, 
but, nevertheless, apparently satis- 
fies the customers. On her part 
Miss Blondell talks a song about 
her screen ambitions, does a dance 
and engages in some repartee with 
Green. The gags and dialog leave 
plenty of room for improvement, 
but Miss Blondell is good to look 
at and charming, and that’s what 
seems to have counted in this case. 
Picture ‘Little Giant’ (FN) and well 
liked. Business good at matinee. 
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GOLDDIGGERS OF ’33 


(With Songs) 
Warner Bros. production and release. Di- 
rected by Mervyn LeRoy. Screen play, 
Erwin Gelsey and James Seymour; dialog, 
David Boehm and Ben Markson. Based on 
play of same name by Avery Hupw ood. 
Music and lyrics, Harry Warren and Al 
Dubin. Camera, Sol Polito; musical direc- 
tor, Leo F. Forbstein. Musical numbers 
staged by Busby Berkeley. At the Strand, 
N. Y¥., commencing June 7. Running time, 
94 mins. 


J. L@wrence....scseseeees Warren Williams 
Cased. ccccccccrtcccecessovocses Joan Blondel! 
Trixie. .cccccccccccvececess Aline MacMahon 
Polly..ccccccccosccecsesese -eee-Ruby Keeler 
Bre. ccccccccccecocccscceccceecs Dick Powell 
PeabodP ..ccccccccesscccsccveses Guy Kibbee 
BaTMOV cc cccccccoccccesccccoese Ned Sparks 

Bo cccccscccccvecesesccsecee Ginger Rogers 
Bin 0 n60 60690500 s000 208 Clarence Nordstrom 
Dance Director....++++es++++ Robert Agnew 
WAGE. ccc ccrcccccccesecses Tammany Young 
Messenger Boy.......-...Sterling Holloway 
COMERAM. 2 00 cc cccecces Ferdinand Gottschalk 

Another b.o. winner in the re- 


newed screen musical cycle. ‘Gold 
Diggers’ will top ‘42d St.’ because 


it holds more. It will also make 
some sort of screen history in that 
it’s the first of the ‘second editions’ 
of film musicals, In ’29 WB made 
‘Golddiggers,’ just as in '29 Metro 
clicked with ‘Hollywood Revue,’ 
which MG is likewise remaking as 
a 1933 edition. 

The Warner press-sheet is anx- 
ious to accord 75% billing display 
to Warren William, Aline Mac- 
Mahon, Joan Blondell, Ruby Keeler, 
Pick Powell and Guy Kibbee; but 
the real feature of ‘Gold Diggers’ 
are the numbers directed by Mervyn 
LeRoy and staged by Busby Berke- 
ley. 

The film’s superiority to ‘42d St.’ 
lays in the greater romance interest 
with a multiplicity of amorous com- 
plications wherein Warren William 
and Joan Blondell, and Guy Kibbee 
and Aline MacMahon are paired off 
as sub-interest to the Ruby Keeler- 
Dick Powell coupling. The sub- 
romances become mild menaces, for 
William and Kibbee are the Back 
Bay bluebloods who seek to quell 
the kid brother's (Powell) stage ro- 
mance, Kibbee is the family attor- 
ney and William the elder brother. 
They both fall for show girls as 
well. 

Adaptation from the Avery Hop- 


wood-David Belasco-Ina Claire 
original is as liberal as was the 1929 
version. . At least, in 1933, they 


don’t have Nick Lucas and Winnie 
Lightner warble numbers’ every 
other minute. 

Not that the '33 version is par- 
ticularly coherent. There can be 
much cause for captiousness so far 
as the story structure is concerned. 
There are two flagrant shortcom- 
ings. One is the premise of mis- 
taken identity, wherein Miss Blon- 
dell simulates the character of Ruby 
Keeler during the time Warren Wil- 
liam (as the elder brother) plots to 
alienate his kid brother from the 
so-called designing showgirl by 
making love to her himself. An- 
other element which is open to de- 
bate is how so sumptuous a revue 
could be put on for $15,000, the fig- 
ure named in.the picture. But, for- 
tunately, for WB's cinematic pur- 
poses, there’s so much gilt and 
gaudiness to it all that it dwarfs 
any script inconsistencies. 

Once the numbers get going, 
nothing else matters. And when a 
portion of the midsection gags, 
while the Back Bayites are messin’ 
around with the pseudo-golddiggers, 
wham! come those numbers, 

There are five impressive songs 
by Al Dubin and Harry Warren, 
who more than qualitfy to meet the 
demands of the producer-character 
who demands that Dick Powell 
fashion this or that type of a song. 
This element is what places Dubin 
and Warren above the Tin Pan 
Alley plug-seeking class into the 
field of film production writers. As 
a new medium of musical comedy 
expression, the screen's latitude per- 
mits a liberal interpretation of any 
productioned number which no the- 
atre stage, no matter the number of 
cantilever platforms, could possibly 
afford. The staging of the songs, 
with multi-scenes embellishing the 
lyrics, was a highlight of ‘42d St.’ 
and is even more so here, 

‘Pettin’ in the Park’ permits 
sweeping camera angles and kaleid- 
oscopic flashes of any number of 
contributory bits and_= snatches. 
Same goes for ‘Shadow Waltz,’ the 
opening ‘Gold Diggers’ Song,’ ‘I’ve 


.Got to Sing a Torch Song,’ and that 


rousing, rah-rah finish which, while 
Cohanesque, is timely and patriotic. 
It’s a plea for the army of the un- 
employed titled ‘Remember My For- 
gotten Man.’ A bing-bang build-up 
that'll have the American Legion 
proclaiming paens of endorsement 
for the flicker. 

The neon lights flash in the violin 
number; the mirror reflections; the 
overhead camera angles and forma- 
tions, and other highlights are a 
tribute to the direction and staging. 
LeRoy’s directorial skill in the real- 
ization of the ‘sumbers embellishes 
them beyond the usual scope of any 
dance stager, although Berkeley did 
a good job. 

Lots of little inside laffs. One has 
Louis Shurr’s name as ‘secretary’ 
to the producer. A quartet of Hebe 
Kentucky hillbillies is an incidental 
snicker, Clarence Nordstrom, whose 
lumbago finally bests him, is an- 
other who registers with his com- 
plaint that he’s been 18 years a 
juvenile. 


Some good trouping, especially 


where expert playing is necessary, 
loose assignments, 


to bolster the 





such as the difficult roles given Wil- 
liam and Kibbee. They had to 
make sap roles stand up. Powell 
also overcomes the trite situation of 
the society blueblood with stage 
ambitions. For the rest, however. 
Misses Keeler, Blondell and Mac- 
Mahon are more or less faithful to 
their characters. Ned Sparks and 
Ginger Rogers also score. 

‘Gold Diggers’ should dig beau- 
coup gold for exhibs. It won't have 
another of Charlie Einfeld’s ‘42d St.’ 
cross-country trains to help, but it 
probably won't need one either. 

Abel. 


JENNIE GERHARDT 


Paramount production and release. Pro- 
duced by B. P. Schulberg. Starring Sylvia 
Sidney. Featuring Donald Cook, with Marvy 
Astor and H. B. Warner. Based on novel 
by Theodore Dreiser. Directed by Marion 
Gering. Adapted by S. K. Lauren and 
Frank Partos. Scenario by Josephine Lovett 
and Joseph Moncure March. Photographer, 
Leon Shamroy. At Paramount, N. Y., 
week June 8. Running time, 85 mins. 
Jennie Gerhardt......cccccsess Sylvia Sidney 






O&O eee Donald Cook 
RUE POND ss bec cbeocsescosveces Mary Astor 
Senator Brander..........++. Edward Arnold 
William Gerhardt............ H. B. Warner 
, SRURM so 04 secs neece 50% Louise Carter 
Weeem GRO Baoccecccceccce Cora. Sue Collins 
Archibald Kane............ Walter Walker 
Robert Kane....... ..-Theodore von Eltz 
Louise Kane........ »+.-Dorothy Libaire 
Vosta (age 17). ccccccccccccses Gilda Storm 
BEB cvceveredccasevcece eeeen cons Greta Meyer 





There is tragedy and there is sen- 


timent in ‘Jennie Gerhardt.’ Shows 
off earnest acting, although not all 
of it is good. Contains some good 
dialog, but also some that is not so 
adept. Has okay photography and 
sufficient heart interest to attract a 
good femme b.o. in the _ bigger 
towns. But the picture doesn’t 
measure to become a general b.o. 
favorite because it is a story with- 
out action. Will need support in 
smaller spots and inland. A border- 
line grosser with takes depending 
on kind of towns. Bookings look to 
need selective handling. 

True enough, the picture has that 
attribute of an enticing name of 
lurid curiosity value in Theodore 
Dreiser, author of the piece. Also, 
the Sylvia Sidney cognomen. How 
much these two, plus the story, can 
drag over, without an action point 
on which to hang the hearts and 
eyes of customers, is open. Past 
b.o. history relates that it’s still to 
be proved that a film without an 
action punch can take a theatre very 
far. 

Then, of course, there’s that haz- 
ard of accentuating the unpleasant 
sex side of a woman, which the pic- 
ture presents, and in many places 
this may prove too big a hurdle to 
overcome. Once duced, the heroine 
of this picture, a sordid, servant 
type, becomes the mistress of a sec- 
ond man, although the mother of a 
child by the first man. Kind of a 
crusty item, But the general run of 
femininity is likely to gargle the 
stuff good or bad, and their mouth- 
to-mouth talk should help. 

Assuredly, 
stuff, and especially n.g. for kids. 
However, it has a nostalgic flavor 
that gives ambitious stenogs a kick, 
except that psychologically or may- 
be pathologically they might have 
preferred the heroine to start out as 
anything but a servant girl. That 
gives a dumpy feeling to customers, 
right at the start. 

Told in narrative style, as these 
kind of stories must be told; only if 
this film has to be compared with 
‘Back Street,’ by Fannie Hurst, and 
released a year or so ago by Radio, 
it’s just to state that ‘Back Street’ 
moved faster and in a lighter at- 
mosphere with a brighter back- 
ground. 

The windup of the tale has the 
girl leaving her wealthy lover, her 
daughter dies from injuries received 
in a fall, and misfortune brims to 
the top when the lover she left dies 
in her arms, leaving her with the 
one consoling thought that in his 
greatest hour of need, it was she 
and not his wife to whom he had 
turned for solace. 

Weepy as that sounds, and tearful 
as it could be portrayed on the 
screen, it doesn’t take in the cur- 
rent picture. The most touching 
point in the film comes at the mo- 
ment when the heroine’s daughter 
dies. Miss Sidney screams, and that 
scream reaction is the one heart 
angle that lingers throughout the 
picture after that. It’s the one 
touch that makes connection with 
the opening sentiment of the picture 
when Miss Sydney does her most 
effective film work, as the little ser- 
vant girl. 

That’s the most touching manner 
in which she manages to express 
childish wonder and a sort of fright- 
ened naivette when she is con- 
fronted with the elegance of the 
quarters of her first benefactor, and, 
later, her betrayer. Her acting is 
excellent at this point. 

The man is a U. S. Senator, and 
he is killed while on his way back 
to marry her. To escape her fath- 
er’s wrath she leaves home, because 
some day he may learn of her be- 
trayal at the hands of a man he had 
forbidden her to see. H. B. Warner 
as the father has a brief role, but 
far too melodramatic. He creates 
no sympathy, nor does he strike 
contrasting reaction for his daugh- 
ter, whom he bullies. 

There will be some _ confusion 
among customers whether the girl 
was actually driven from home or 
just left of her own accord. That 
means where the book was definite, 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB). 
For any audience and can't 
miss getting above pz-r patron- 
age. Good cast names, songs, 
and more romance than ‘42d 
Street.’ 

‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). Un- 
pleasant story of a betrayed 
Servant girl, iastefully done, 
carrying tragedy and sentiment 
elements but lacking’ action 
strength. Looks to need se- 
lective booking judgment, out- 
side of bigger cities. Sylvia 
Sydney in principal role. 

‘Devil’s Brother’ (M-G). 
Laurel and Hardy full length 
comedy with Dennis King co- 
starred. Modern version of an 
early 19th century comic opera, 
‘Fra Diavolo.’ Not strong A- 
house material but fair sum- 
mer fare in the subsequents. 

‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox). Ef- 
fort to capitalize interest in 
magic expose, but a _ sorry 
working out of a good notion. 
Poor presentation of a mur- 
der comedy. Indifferent cast 





strength. 
‘Somewhere in Sonora’ 
(WB). John Wayne western. 


Well made and all right for 
western spots. Can’t climb. 

‘A Night of Terror’ (Col.). 
Once more Bela Lugosi wears 
a turban and acts mysterious. 
Too much effort at suspense 
defeats itself, leaving an aver- 
age B picture. 











not family audience } 











the picture is sort of non-committal. 
It's a point where the film sags a 
bit, because of this insufficiency. 
Dorothy Libaire as the swell sis- 
ter of the man who later becomes 
the heroine’s lover, radiates nega- 
tive reaction only. Curious how 
those society angles go awry in 
films. Probably the toughest stuff 
to make realistic. On the other 
hand, Donald Cook, who plays her 
brother, does rather well, although 
towards the latter part of the film 
he kind of forgets he has grown 
some 25 years older. Also true of 
Miss Sidney, who, while excellent in 
her opening roles, doesn’t complete- 
ly suggest a middle-aged woman. 
Then, again, there’s the trifling de- 
fect to be noticed in that, although 
the sweetheart of a wealthy man, 
Miss Sidney’s costumes are always 
so much louder than those worn by 
others. Not exactly a dainty touch. 
Mary Astor is good to look at, and 
that’s enough. Shan, 


DEVIL’S BROTHER 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production re- 
lease and co-starring Laurel and Hardy 
and Dennis King. Features Thelma Todd. 
Directed by Hal Roach, Charles Rogers 
co-director. Adapted by Jeanie MacPher- 
son, based on the comic opera, ‘Fra Dia- 
volo,” by Auber. Camera, Art Lloyd, Hap 
Depew; musical director, LeRoy Shield. 
At the Capitol, N. Y., week June 9. Run- 
ning time, 88 mins. 


BERT 6.006 6 od0e cetecsceccbens Stan Laurel 
errr ere re ooenes Oliver Hardy 
Wra Diavolo’.....sccosccccess Dennis King 
Marquis de San Marco........ Dennis King 
Lady Pamela....... eoceccasves Thelma Todd 
Lord Rocburg..........-..-James Finlayson 
Zerlina ....cee cccccccccccce uucilie Brown 
LOr@nzZO ...66 SocccesccedcecReemear PIeraen 
Matteo ...ccccosccceseces++-hienry Armetta 


Francesco ...sceeessseeeess+-Matt McHugh 
Lieutenant ..sesescesseeee+-Lane Chandler 


RiCR ...s0 PTOTTTITITITT TTT Nena Ouartero 
Alessandro........++ bedconees Wilfred Lucas 
First Woodchopper....... James C. Morton 
Second Woodchopper........ Carl Harbaugh 





As might be suspected, an early 
19th century comic opera doesn’t 
make for particularly good film fare 
despite its hoking. For not even 
Laurel and Hardy, assuming that 
their intermittent draw in a full- 
length feature is assured, can off- 
set the basic antipathy of the aver- 
age picture house fan to anything 
smacking of the operatic. Yet, so 
well does Dennis King sustain the 
legit singing aspects and the ro- 
mantic phases that he is officially 
given co-starring billing on the 
lead title with L&H. Marquees and 
ads, however, may not acknowledge 


Film will need ample stage bol- 
stering if spotted in the deluxers, 
as at the Capitol; otherwise it’s 
more for the subsequents. 

Basically the slapstickers’ comedy 
moments could have done well in 
a two-reeler, as is their wont. But 
much of the footage here is taken 


it. 


up by King as ‘Fra Diavolo’ (‘The 
Devil's Brother’), the romantic 
bandit who preys on the wealthy 
and masquerades as a marquis to 
ferret the hidden treasures of 
wealthy acquaintances. 

Thelma Todd is the romantic 
vis-a-vis, with James Finlayson 


dropping his Scotch brogue to play 
the dour husband. Miss Todd's ro- 
mantic assistance is spicy without 
becoming too risque, although the 
boudouir business with the petti- 
coats and the hidden 500,000 francs, 
etc., builds up a little. Henry Ar- 
metta, Lucille Brown and Arthur 
Pierson, latter two in the sub-ro- 
mance interest, stand out among 


the performances. 
LeRoy Shields, Chicago NBC 
musical director, did a good job 


on the legit vocalizing. The score 
is all legitimate (by Auber) except- 
ing the trademarked L&H hokum 
music which is utilized on their in- 
troductory appearance. 

As the title assays, it will have to 
be sold away from any operatic 
suspicions for, unlike whatever ap- 
peal the current musical vogue 
may have, it will not react favor- 
ably for anything that smacks of 
the grand opera. Abel. 


Ann Carver’s Profession 


production and _ release. Di- 


Columbia 
Fay Wray and 


rected by Eddie Buzzell. 
Gene Raymond featured. Story and adap- 
tation by Robert Riskin. Teddy Tetzlaff, 
photog. At Music Hall, Radio City, week 


June 8 Running time, 71 mins. 

BER COPVOR. stcnnnscndbersesece Fay Wray 
Bill Graham,....c.ccccccess: Gene Raymond 
Chpale BosehOsscccccvecdoeesess Claire Dodd 
EA. oc vee veheaveeeneeeaane® Arthur Pierson 
Judge Bingham........Claude Gillingwater 
Jim Thompson...... eneees Frank Albertson 
BD 90 0vcebeccebdesesdeutke es Frank Conroy 





This version of the independent 
wife case is much too bluntly and 
crudely stated and overdrawn for 
acceptance on the ‘A’ time. The 
combined handicap of inept writing 
and miscasting that afflicts the 
script’s most important character is 
too much for the picture, although 
the rest of the cast and the techni- 
cal end stand up. 

Fay Wray was an unhappy choice 
for the lady lawyer who, despite 
her youth, becomes such a famous 
attorney that her every court ap- 
pearance is hailed by front page 
streamers in the New York news- 
papers. She bars nothing. She’s as 
expert at breach of promise and 
murder cases as at corporation law, 
and she’s so brilliant that even ex- 
judges who are noted pleaders in 
their own right just take a back 
seat when she discusses legal pro- 
cedure. It’s laying it on too thick, 
and doubtful if the part could have 
been handled convincingly even by 
an actress who looked and acted 
the role. Miss Wray, whole and 
hearty despite that ‘King Kong’ 
experience, never impresses as any- 
thing but a pretty little girl giving 
an imitation. 

While the lady lawyer is winning 
fame and fortune, her young hus- 
band does a burnup for five straight 
reels because he’s not making much 
progress in the architect’s office, 
while his wife is paying the bills. 
Not being a gigolo at heart, he 
wants to earn his own living. As 
a crooner in a nite club, after toss- 
ing up his architect's job, he gets 
mixed up with an outside lady who 
likes her liquor and whose serious 
drinking leads to her accidental 
death. The boy is arrested for mur- 
der, of course. 

The wife’s last case is in defense 
of her husband, which should make 
for a high dramatic moment, but 
doesn’t. Her summing up to the 
jury is so silly the Music Hall audi- 
ence laughed at it. 

Despite the dialog, the story and 
the rest of the drawbacks, the di- 
rector, Eddie Buzzell, somehow 
managed to bring home some sem- 
blance of a picture. It looked like 
the direction alone prevented a 
complete flop, but still couldn't 
boost the picture above grind and 





double bill levels. Bige. 





The Woman’s Angle 





‘Ann Carver’s Profession’ (Col). 


seeking young wife is more successful than her husband. 


What may happen when a career- 
Convincingly 


directed and acted. New, timely theme that makes first rate femme pro- 


gram fare, 





‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB). 


So much for the gals to look at, listen 


to, laugh at, so many personalities for them to like, they'll never get the 


time to ponder the logic of it all. 





‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). 


Younger generations will 


find this once- 


daring classic a tame, heavy-footed and humorless life history today. But 
matrons—fond of its period and faithful to its memory—should respond 


sympathetically. 





‘Devil’s Brother’ (M-G). 
costumes and good music. 


Laurel-Hardy slapstick elaborated with 
Mothers accompanying the kiddies will 


be 


rewarded with some laughs themselves. 





‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox). Novel mystery situation that gets out of 


hand, and beyond average intelligence, with too much 


script and di- 


rectorial vacillation between playing it straight and as a travesty 


TRICK FOR TRICK 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Hamilton MacFadden Story by Viviaa 


Crosby, Shirley Warde and Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble; adaptation, Howard Green; 
photography, IL. W. O’Connell. At the 
Roxy, N. Y., week June 9. Running time, 
66 mins. 

DT ‘Rvs .0edwhardeoa bude wee Ralph Morgan 
San i. <6 a6s on 6ese0n$0aendes Victor Jory 


sseeeeceesss Sally Blane 
Tom Dugar 


Constance Russell 
Albert Young.... 


i . «toe bueéenbeseé 66466 Luis Alberni 
ra -+-++--Ed Van Sloan 
Dr. Frank Fitzgerald...Willard Robertson 
PURE, Bes cbcabs bbe veces’ Herbert Bunstea 
Susie Henry..... Seoteees Dorothy Appleby 


RPRTOR BG. cecneccesceces Clifford Jones 





Original idea probably was a 
murder mystery tale woven into a 
background of stage magicians, de- 
pending for novelty upon certain 
inside slants on legerdemain. The 
notion has its possibilities, but in 


the finished picture that technique 
has become so overlaid with forced 
comedy, foggy character and bad 
exposition of plot that all you get 
is a confused impression of the 
Eight Byrne Brothers, trick house 


comedy and stilted acting. Release 
goes down as pretty poor. 
Press book stresses a play on 


magic expose, probably due to that 
topic being in the public: eye 
through current cigarette advertise- 
ments. A good exploitation angle, 
and about all the picture has. On 
the screen it’s tiresome in compli- 
cations that are too difficult to fol- 
low clearly. There are 15 charac- 
ters listed in the cast, and they 
play ring-around-a-rosy with the 
plot and each other until the spec- 
tator gives it all up and declines to 
be carried along by the progress of 
crime solution. 

Picture suggests that there has 
been a good deal of tampering with 
the script. A great deal happens 
that doesn’t lead to anything, such, 
for instance, as a long opening se- 
quence that has to do with a 
dredger at work on a waterfront 
during a violent storm. They build 
all kinds of atmosphere around this 
detail, and then forget all about it. 
Later there's a kidnapping that 
might have belonged in another 
picture for all its meaning here. 

Scene shifts to a medium’s 
seance, the heroine and her father 
sitting in for a ghost conference, 
while the juvenile-comedian is 
climbing up the outside of the build- 
ing, only to go into a clinch with 
the medium’s accomplice when he 
gains entrance. All this is prelimi- 
nary to the planting of the idea 
that a murder has been committed, 
the medium (Morgan) seemingly 
involved in some indirect capacity 
in the crime. 

A rival magician is presently in- 
troduced, and it becomes apparent 
immediately that he is the guilty 
man. So there is 45 minutes more 
of shadow boxing and _ slapstick 
leading to the exposition of the 
truth. Expose of magic is trivial 
and unconvincing, nothing develops 
to pique interest in the persons or 
the outcome of the complications, 
and altogether it’s a dreary flicker 
session. 

Subject will be condemned to the 
most modest of locations or the 
lesser half of double bills. Rush. 


— 


Der Liebling Von Wien 


(‘The Idol of Vienna’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Superfilm production. European Fiitms 
release. Starring Willy Forst. Directed 
by Geza von Bolvary. Music by Robert 
Stolz. At the 79th St., New York, week 
June 9. Running time, 74 mins. 
Ry... Perera Willy Forst 
Prof. Emanuel Wielander..Paul Hoerbiger 
Frau Baronin Lindenwoerth..Trudy Lieske 





Lillebil TELS Clit he eee Else Elster 
BU, 6 S000 5008486 600660sSbree ..Elma Bulla 
Undistinguished piece. That 


Viennese label on the title suggests 
a camouflage to get the picture over 
in the States where a strict Ger- 
manic label might hinder its appeal. 


Looks like unnecessary trouble, be- 
cause it hasn’t any appeal except 
for those who may like to hear 
German spoken and sung somewhat 


shrilly. Only few English titles 
Carries no punch from an American 
angle. Limited appeal even for 


German-speaking folks. 

Even from the purely Aryan an- 
gle, the story is weak. Has to do 
with a professional m.c. who offi- 
clates at private weddings, chris- 
tenings, etc. In the Germanic way 
they call him a toastmaster or fes- 
tredner. Willy Forst plays him, 
and his most important bit comes 
when he has to substitute his voice 
for a professor who has suddenly 
lost his speech. 

Thus Forst does offside ventrilo- 
quism, doing a sort of Cyrano de 
Gergerac for the professor, with a 
baroness, who loves both impa- 
tiently and in the dark. In between 
nearly everybody sings at least once 
or more. The music is pleasant 
enough, but the best voices are by 
the women and the quartet of 
scratchy jailbirds shown in a later 
portion of the film. 

Photography nothing striking 
with obvious camera tricks used for 
simple effects, such as having Forst 
flying through the air. Just the old 
| wire trick and apparent. Sete 
|} tings nothing pretentious and alto« 
gether looks like a cheaply-made 
production Shan, 
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one swallow 
make a summer!... 





one picture doesn 
make a program!... 


PARAMOUNT 


is the only company that can 
produce and deliver week 
after week, such consistently 
successful motion pictures 
with such successful stars as 














MARLENE DIETRICH...MAURICE CHEVALIER...THE FOUR MARX BROTHERS... MAE 
WEST...FREDRIC MARCH...SYLVIA SIDNEY...GARY COOPER...CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
MIRIAM HOPKINS ... BING CROSBY. .. CARY GRANT... GEORGE BURNS and 
GRACIE ALLEN... ALISON SKIPWORTH ...MARY BOLAND... CHARLIE RUGGLES 
W. C. FIELDS... DOROTHEA WIECK ... CHARLES LAUGHTON .. . RICARDO CORTEZ 
CLIVE BROOK ... HERBERT MARSHALL ...RICHARD ARLEN... RICHARD BENNETT 
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GERMANY'S FILM 
TRADE AT EBB 


Unprecedented low grosses and a 
diminishing attendance at German 
cinemas during the month of April 
is reported in Berlin advices to the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce. Blame is 
laid on the political situation which 
caused a postponement of produc- 
tion, until the authorities okay 


scenarios and permitted productfon 
to proceed. 

Distribution was at low ebb also, 
because of the compulsory shifting 
of the sales staffs of practically all 
the existing German companies. Al- 
together it has the German film 
men worried because of a possible 
shortage of films for the new sea- 
son, especially if the new Kontin- 
gent rules should be such as to 
prevent American films from enter- 
ing the country, unless they con- 
form to Nazi principles. 

The German film men have still 
to hear of any progress toward re- 
duction in entertainment tax. Ex- 
hibitors say that the high rents and 
tough leases borne by theatre 
operators are becoming bigger and 
more unbearable. 

Reports of production for April 
this year was worse than March. 

Of the 29 studios in the country, 
6 were empty and 23 were used 
only partly or were altogether 
closed. The Ufa studio in Neubels- 
berg was used only for Ufa films; 
the D. L. S. studios in Staaken and 
the Efa and Gruenwald plants were 
practically without any kind of 
work. The Terra studio was only 
partly occupied. 


NO WHITE MAN’S SPICE 
FOR LI'L BROWN B’RER 


Singapore, June 12. 


The film censorship in Malaya is 
regarded as among the strictest In 
the world. The primary objects of 
the censorship are to prevent the 
natives from receiving impressions 
of Communism, _ revolution and 
crime, and lax morality on the part 
of white persons, and to prevent 
the importation of immoral and ob- 
scene films. The definitions of the 
material customarily banned by the 
censor are on file and may be bor- 
rowed for a limited time. 

An amendment of the censorship 
law made it more stringent, re- 
quiring that all films landing in 
the country be deposited imme- 
diately with the film censor and are 
not permitted to be previewed by 
the distributors to whom they are 
consigned. This has aroused con- 
siderable complaint from the dis- 
tributors, but the police reason for 
the new regulation was that cer- 
tain distributors had _ reinserted 
banned materials in films exhibited 
in the territory. Deleted portions 
of films are now retained in the 
censor’s office and released only 
when the film is re-exported from 

- Malaya. 














Gov’t After Control of 
All Czech Exhibitors 


Washington, June 12. 


Film exhibition in Czechoslovakia 
is on the eve of a change, with the 
Minister of the Interior preparing 
a bill which aims at uniform regu- 
lation of film houses throughout the 
country. Various provinces now 
have different regulations. 

Feature of the Minister’s plan, ac- 
cording to advices to the Dept. of 
Commerce from Don C. Bliss, com- 
mercial attache at Prague, is the 
organization of an exhibitor society 
which will be consulted before the 
Government turns down or grants 
a license. This society is to be 
known as the ‘Gremium’ and will 
control all licensees, 





Schlesinger in N. Y. 


I. W. Schlesinger, head of the 
African Theatres, Ltd., and brother 
of M. A. Schlesinger, arrived in New 
York Friday (9). He is here with 
his wife and son and probably will 
make a protracted stay in the States, 
which he hasn’t visited for some 
years, 

The Schlesingers, 
theatre interests abroad, boss the 
South African broadcasting and 
other amusement fields. They own 


besides their 


General Talking Pictures (Deforest). 








COMPETITION CONTROL 
HELPS CANADIAN WEST 


Washington, June 12. 


Trade Commissioner J. A. Embry 
at Vancouver, Canada, reports that 
motion picture attendance in West- 
ern Canada continues to hold up 
well, but dealers in equipment 
complain that replacement business 
is still at a very low ebb despite 
the fact that in many theatres 
equipment now in use is rapidly 
approaching an age where it can 
no longer be used with any degree 
of satisfaction. 

Of considerable assistance in 
maintaining fairly satisfactory at- 
tendance at motion picture theatres 
still open has been the policy of 
restricting competition, especially 
in the smaller centers, and cutting 
down the prices of admission by 
about 25%. 

The high average quality of pic- 
tures shown during the past win- 
ter has also helped, as the public is 
becoming more and more critical 
and discriminating with the 
shrinkage of their funds available 
for entertainment. 


Phantom Camera Dodge 
Fools Dutch Players 











The Hague, June 1. 

Pschorr cafe in Rotterdam adver- 
tised widely that they were organ- 
izing a Hollywood gala. On the 
stage that night films were to be 
taken of prospective film stars, who 
were to get a chance at the Dutch 
home film industry. 

Scores came up and acted little 
bits, hoping their efforts would lead 
to something. Audience roared with 
laughter. Actors did not know that 
though they were in limelight (spe- 
cial lights had keen installed) the 
whole stunt was only a trick to 
draw customers. 

Though cameramen were grind- 
ing, not a foot was really taken, as 
cameras were empty! 





Slump in Tropics, Too 





Singapore, May 1. 

The past year was unsatisfactory 
for both distributors and exhibitors 
in British Malaya. The former had 
difficulties because of the depreci- 
ation of sterling exchange and the 
increasingly strict censorship laws, 
while the latter suffered from the 
declining box office receipts occa- 
sioned by the generally depressed 
condition of the country. 

The distributors handling Ameri- 
can films reported 1932 as a poorer 
year than those immediately prior 
to it. The most successful distribu- 
tor stated that a general loss in 
gross revenue of from 3 to 5% had 
occurred; another large firm repor- 
ted a decline of 10 to 15%, while 
still another said that business had 
fallen off 33 1/3% since 1931. This 
directly reflects the condition of 
box office receipts, since practically 
all distributors receive a percent- 
age of the theatres’ gross receipts 
and not a fixed rental. 





Canada Imports Third 
More British Pictures 


Ottawa, June 12, 

Trade statistics for 1932 show 
that 59 British films were released 
to Canadian theatres, this being an 
increase of one-third over the pre- 
vious year. 

Features imported from France 
numbered 52, which was a slight 
increase over imports of 1931. 





Osso Has Boyer for Two 


Paris, June 3, 


Charles Boyer has been engaged 
for the principal roles of two forth- 
coming Osso film productions, 

The first, ‘La Bataille’ (‘The Bat- 
tle’), is an adaptation from _ the 
novel and lyrical play by Claude 
Farrere, and the second is ‘L’Eper- 
vier’, (‘The Sparrow-Hawk’) found- 
ed on the stage drama by Francis 
de Croisset. 


Nelson Asks Release 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Jack Nelson, indie shorts producer, 
left Saturday (10) for New York, 
taking with him a print of his first 
one-reeler, ‘Superstition.’ 
He will try and line up a release, 
expecting to be gone about 10 days. . 





Fox Set for Germany; 
Others Are Hesitant 


Berlin, June 2. 

Fox is definitely set on German 
production, with E. Klagemann in 
charge. Six are scheduled for the 
time being. Clayton Sheehan is ex- 
pected next week, to pass on de- 
tails. 

Other U. S. companies here are 
still standing pat with regard to 
production, including Universal 
which had planned a schedule of 
more than 10, when the political 
change here caused Co. to refrain 
from any committment. 


GERMAN FILM 
BANK CREATED 


Berlin, June 3. 


Almost exactly on the lines pre- 
dicted by VARIETY in March, the 
Filmkreditbank has just been 
founded. Unit will supply funds to 
indies on short term to the tune of 
10,000,000 marks. 

These credits are only to be ex- 
tended to such producers and pro- 
ductions as are approved of by the 
committee in charge, which includes 
government representatives. 
Nominal capital of the bank is 
200,000 marks only, shared by the 
Spitzenorganisation (top association 
of the industry), the Reichskredit 








A. G., the Deutsche bank, the Dres- 


dener bank, and the Commerz & 
Privat bank. Three banks last 
named are putting up the 10,000,000 
required for actual production. 

Secretary of State, Dr. Funk, is 
heading the organization as Gov- 
ernment’ representative. Ludwig 
Klitsch (Ufa), is on the board, and 
so is Strehle (Agfa), J. Engl, presi- 
dent of the exhibitors association, 
as well as the presidents of the other 
trade associations. 

Trade circles here are anticipating 
a considerable production rush, due 
to this influx of funds. If these 
hopes be justified, it would indeed 
be a windfall, production, for many 
months having been at an almost 
complete standstill. With the sea- 
son as far advanced as it is, there 
was and still is considerable anxiety 
over an extreme scarcity of material 
which was bound to become evident 
in the fall. 


Report Fox High Bid 
For ‘Polish Jannings’ 


Paris, June 3. 

Samborsky, Polish character ac- 
tor, known as ‘the Polish Emil 
Jannings,’ has been approached by 
the Fox Co. for a series of foreign 
productions. Offer is said to be for 
3,000,000 francs per year ($137,000) 
for a three-year contract. 

Samborsky’s latest picture, ‘Bas- 
Fonds’ (‘Shallow-Water’) from the 
Michel Waszynski drama, ‘The 
Snare,’ a love-crime thriller, is now 
playing in Paris at the Palace the- 
atre, where the double program also 
includes a short stage play, ‘Les 
Marchands de Canons,’ by and with 
Maurice Rostand. 











That Czech Impasse 


Prague, June 1. 

The film relations between Amer- 
ica and Czechoslovakia are some- 
what amusing, following collapse of 
the Canty conference as the Czecho- 
slovak government really is anxious 
to have American films shown in 
Czechoslovakia, especially as film 
production in Germany is now prac- 
tically at a standstill and owing to 
the unpopularity of everything 
German in Czechoslovakia. 
On the other hand the desire of 
the American film interests for the 
raising of the vexatious film re- 
striction is still greatly opposed by 
the subsidized Czechoslovak domes- 
tic film studio. 





Czech Opera Films 


Prague, June 1. 

Jaromila Novotna, the Czech 
singer, until lately connected with 
the Berlin opera, but not allowed 
to sing in Germany under the Hitler 
regime, has sung two arias from 
‘The Barber of Seville’ and ‘Car- 
men,’ in films to be turned out by 
the A. B. Co. studios at Barrandow 
near Prague. 

The Chicago film studio of Prague 
is turning out two Czech fairy tale 





films, with the aid of the ballet of 
the Czech national theatre. 


Loew Nixes Berlin 





Veto Ends Panama Bill 
For Titles in Spanish 


Washington, June 12. 


For the second time in one month 

the City Council of Panama ap- 
proved in its second and last read- 
ing an amended bill providing that 
all moving picture films shown in 
Panama City theatres must carry 
Spanish titles, the U. S. Commerce 
dept. reports. 
This bill for the secona time was 
vetoed by Alcalde Carlos M. de la 
Ossa on the grounds that it was 
illegal and inconvenient. The orig- 
inal bill provided Spanish trans- 
lations of the complete text. 

Such a law, if passed would seri- 
ously affect the leading theatres of 
Panama and Colon which at the 
present time receive considerable 
patronage from American and 
transients visiting the Isthmus, also 
from residents of the Canal Zone. 


BYGONE FRENCH STARS 
LIVE AGAIN ON SCREEN 


Paris, June 12. 


The ‘Divine Sarah’ Bernhardt, 
Coquelin, Rejane, Cleo de Merode, 
Little Tich and other favorites of 
the French stage of more than 30 
years ago are being shown here as 
talkers at the Marignan in an en- 
tertaining feature called ‘A Retro- 
spective of 1900.’ 

The pictures were first made at 
the instance of Mme. Marguerite 
Chenu in collaboration with Clement 
Maurice and Felix Mesguich for the 
Paris Exposition of 1900. Mme. 
Chenu had the foresight to have 
the artistes’ voices registered on 
wax phonograph disks which were 
played while the films were being 
shown. 

Roger Goupillieres, director of the 
French version of Fritz Lang’s pic- 
ture, ‘M,’ and ‘Poignard Malais,’ 
resurrected the old pictures and rec- 
ords from an attic and has suc- 
ceeded in synchronizing the sound 
on the same films bearing the pic- 
tures, in the modern method. 

Goupillieres photographed the 
sound on the original wax records 
and made new copies of the films, 
duplicating and revamping until he 
could fit the number of sound 
metres to a corresponding number 
of metres of film. Sometimes he 
had to work two whole days to 
synchronize just three words. The 
result is extremely ingenious and 
proving very populag with the 
French audiences who are ever 
faithful to their old-timers. 

Bernhardt is seen and heard in 
a scene from ‘Hamlet.’ Marriette 
Sully, Jeanne Hatto and Coquelin 
live again in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ 
and a particularly interesting bit is 
Rejane in ‘Madame Sans Gene.’ 
Polin, Footitt, Chocolat and several 
other bygone favorites are likewise 
recreated. 











Canadian Women Call 
For Juvenile Films 


Ottawa, June 12, 


The National Council of Women 
in annual session criticized British 
film producers for the lack of films 
suitable for juveniles and decided 
to urge upon the British industry 
the necessity and expediency of 
producing a share of features that 
would be acceptable for children. 

If this failed, the decision was 
reached to consider a move to se- 
cure legislation in Canada pro- 
hibiting the admission of juveniles 
to theatres for certain types of pic- 
tures now being sent over from the 
United Kingdom. 

This was the first occasion on 
which a Canadian organization had 
officially offered opposition to the 
British film industry. 





568 Europe’s ’32 Output 


London, June 2, 

Official figures reveal a total of 
568 pictures were produced in Eu- 
rope last year—approximately the 
same number as the previous year. 
England made 141, Germany 164, 
France 143, 
The number of picture houses 
built during 1932 was 490, compared 
with 428 in 1931. 
At the end of the year there were 





16,847 theatres wired in Europe. 


Cue for Other 


Studio Idea, 
US. Firms to Quit 


All indications are that the U. S. 
companies will now pull out of 
Germany. They wouid have done 
so some months back, but for the 
announcement that Loew's intended 
to establish a production unit in 
or near Berlin. Loew's has given 


up that idea, the situation shifting 
practically as soon as Arthur Loew 
arrived in Germany on his recent 
trip. 

Outlook now is that the U. 8S. 
firms will pull out anyway, regard- 
less of what concessions the new 
Kontingent may provide. Condi- 
tions in Germany are regarded as 
too hazardous for American film 
investment. The new Kontingent 
may hasten withdrawal by U. S. 
firms if new kontingent terms 
should stipulate acquiescence to 
Nazi propaganda. 

Depend on Canty 

George Canty, U. S. film trade 
commissioner .in Berlin is the one 
hope of the U. S, film makers that 
the propaganda angle may not be 
made too rigid and that Berlin may 
permit the importation of a certain 
number of amusement films. 

The majority of American pro- 
ducers see the German market is 
too narrow to promise sizeable 
profits. Territory hasn’t been prof- 
itable for some time, which ap- 
parently explains the Loew change 
of front. 

The company that has most con- 
sistently done a profitable biz in the 
German field has been Universal. 
The other firms’ biz has been un- 
satisfactory. Warners are known 
to have long been dissatisfied with 
their German deal. 

The new German Kontingent is 
slated to be announced and become 
effective July 1, but last year same 
was delayed and there isn’t any- 
thing to indicate that it will come 
on time this year. 


Czechs’ Gym Society 
Owns 526 Film Spots 


Washington, June 12. 


The Czechoslovak ‘Sokol’ gym- 
nastic Society owns 526 motion 
picture theatres in Czechoslovakia 
which are operated independently 
by local groups of the ‘Sokol’ or- 
ganization under supervision of the 
central organization. Most‘ Sokol’ 
theatres are’ small houses since 
more than two-thirds are in places 
with not more than 2,500 inhabit- 
ants. , 

The seating capacity ranges be- 
tween 200 and 300 and only 21 the- 
atres have a seating capacity ex- 
ceeding 500. However, the total re- 
ceipts of/the ‘Sokol’ cinemas are 
remarkable and amounted to 150,- 
000,000 crowns ($4,500,000) in 1932. 
Rentals paid for films are estimated 
at 20,000,000 crowns ($600,000) an- 
nually. 

All the ‘Sokol’ theatres are sup- 
plied with films by the Film Sec- 
tion of the Czechoslovak ‘Sokol’ 
Society in Prague which, as a film 
distributer, has the largest number 
of customers in the country. The 
data is contained in a report re- 
ceived from Commercial Attache 
Don C. Bliss, Prague. 


Frenching Oats Operas 


Hollywood, June 12. 


French distribution rights to two 
Hoot Gibson westerns have been 
bought from Allied by the Sackin 
Synchronization Co., newly organ- 
ized Paris company headed by Moe 
Sackin, former Hollywood agent. 
Pictures, ‘The Dude Bandit’ and 
‘The Cowboy Counsellor,’ will be 
dubbed. 

Syne company has dubbed Uni- 
versal’s ‘Back Street’ and is nego- 
tiating with U to version others of 
its pictures for the French market. 

Sackin and Jean De Rue, French 
director, organized the sync outfit, 
using French capital. Sackin 
agency represents them here. 




















Jarratt’s Denial 
Arthur Jarratt claims he was in- 
correctly quoted in a recent issue 
as admitting to booking errors. 
Jarratt declares that he did not 





make the admissions credited to 
him, 
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Right When You Need It— 


ARED HOT HIT! 


DATE IT AT ONCE------ 


LIFTS BOX-OFFICE 
TO.NEW SUMMER | 
HIGHS: IN TWO 
SOCK OPENINGS 


HOT WEATHER MEANT NOTHING! 
CROWDS STORMED BUFFALO AND 
_ SPRINGFIELD BOX OFFICES IN THE BIG- 
E = = GEST OPENING IN THREE YEARS—AND 
co § EIGHTY-FIVE PERCENT WERE WOMEN! 
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FEATURES THAT ARE 
2 CERTAIN TO CLICK 














The hardest thinking, straight- 
ARD MA AN PARKER est talking, box-office boosting 
a man you ever met! 








BE SURE TO 
READ THE 
PRESS SHEET! 


It’s a Showman’s Paradise! 
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Timely 
Universal's ‘Lucky Dog’ hits the 
schedule just in time for those who 
plan to put it over with a pet dog 
parade, since it is possible to hold 
the event out of doors and most 


schools will be closed by the time 
the picture comes along. 

If the police will permit, the show 
should be held in front of the thea- 
tre, but in these days of tough 
parking problems it might be better 
to lay it off to a vacant lot as con- 
venient to the theatre as is prac- 
tical. 

Rules should require that all dogs 
be muzzled and on leash, and it’s 
handy to have a hose attached to 
the hydrant to check any accidental 
fight. 

Dogs should be classed for age, 
size, looks, both the handsomest and 
ugliest, best trained and_ best 
groomed. It’s a good by-product to 
require that all dogs be led to the 
field blanketed for the picture, with 
an additional prize for the most 
effective blanket. 

If the judging is held away from 
the theatre, the prizes should be 
awarded in the lobby, to bring the 
crowd down to the proximity of the 
box office. 


Cycloramas 


It’s often effective to make a par- 
tial cyclorama out of a lobby ban- 
ner, particularly those based on 24- 
sheets. This can be done either by 
setting the sheet or painting on the 
the floor and building out or by 
hanging the banner and letting tree 
trunks run down to the floor. One 
very effective use of the latter was 
a banner of banana leaves, with the 
message painted on these and leg 
drops on either side of the lobby 
and one beside the box office to 
carry the idea down. 

But the ground cyclorama is even 
more effective where there is lobby 
space, Foreground is extended with 
dirt or grass mats, and various ob- 
jects placed on this to suggest a 
continuation of the painted scene. 
Painted drops are better than post- 
ers right now because so many of 
the latter have failed to conform to 
the old art standard since economy 
set in. 


Laugh Prams 


Chief engineer of a small towner 
gets more return out of his street 
perambulators than other single ad 
item, because he makes them hu- 
morous. 

For ‘The Woman I Stole’ he had 
&® man going around town with a 
dressmaker’s dummy, and the added 
explanation, ‘She lost her head or I 
couldn’t have stolen her.’ For Fox's 
‘Infernal Machine’ he rode around 
town in a decrepit Ford, and for 
*‘Hot Pepper’ carried a tobasco sauce 
bottle filled with tomato juice. Every 
half block he would lecture about 
his fondness for hot stuff and then 
sprinkle his tongue with the liquid. 

Small stuff, but it interests the 
small towners and they look for the 
man to come around with each 
change of bill. When he isn’t on 
the street he’s doing lobby work in 
the paint shop, which is his regular 
job, but which gives him time for 
the perambulations. 





Crazy Weeks 


Crazy weeks, suggested in 
VARIETY SOme weeks ago, seem to 
be taking hold in some sections as 
an excuse to jazz up house fronts 
and gather a little extra business. 
Some of the exhibs are working it 
with a stage show by booking in 
films which are out of the ordinary 
and then going lunatic in the lobby. 

One theatre, for example, had as 
exhibits the old ‘invisible goldfish,’ 
the goose that laid the golden eggs 
and similar fooleries, while another 
had all the posters upside down or 
on a slant, with the back of the box 
office to the street and a clown to 
officiously conduct the purchaser 
from the ticket shelf to the door- 
man, with a little patter with the 
doorman if the crowd was coming 
in slowly. 

Just another case of suggesting 
novelty by a different sort of lobby, 
just as a string of pennants will get 
more attention than the regulation 
bill stands, 


Break "Em 

With a lot of outside stuff being 
taken up to make up for short 
schedules, it would seem to be a 
good time to educate the patrons 
to the idea that because a picture 
lacks a big star name it can be 
g00d. Some very satisfactory en- 
tertainment is found in the lower 
lists with good ensemble *work re- 
placing the star's efforts. Some- 
times the story is much more even. 

When one of these stories come 
along it is apt to sell to small busi- 
ness the first day and build up 
through personal advertising. That's 
tough on a two-day run and tougher 
with a daily change. If the audi- 


the manager's personal assurance 
that it is a good show, and the con- 
fidence is not violated, it will be 


possible to draw better money for 
cheaper pictures. 
Star names and first-runs. are 


often two of the greatest handicaps 
to good business. 


Another Oldie 

Edward Sellette, who 
know all the old-timers, 
another for the Colonial 


seems to 
dug out 
theatre, 


Utica. About a third of a colored 
ecard is lettered, ‘New Parking 
Law,’ and the cards, which are 


placed in autos, read: ‘Section 999, 
Article 9. Made necessary by the 
hot weather. On Friday and Satur- 
day young ladies, young men, chil- 
dren and their elders will change 
their parking places from street 
corners, lonely roads, porch chairs, 
etc., to the cool, comfortable Co- 
lonial to see——' the show adver- 
tised. With auto edicts constantly 
changing this is certain to get at- 
tention. 

Mr. Sellette is strong for hook- 
ups. Recently he tied the A. & P. 
to free etchings of designated pa- 
trons, and on another afternoon 
hooked the local inarket to a dis- 
tribution of jigsaw puzzles for the 
kids. Every week the shops kick in 
with stuff for his country store. 

Plays two features and a vaude 
show or tab for a dime admission. 


Send ’Em Cards 


House manager who is planning 
his vacation soon announced he is 
going to completely forget the the- 
atre for his two weeks. That’s a 
good idea in its way but one small 
town manager makes a hit when he 
goes away by sending postcards to 
all the regular patrons, using the 
mailing list and building on that 
with his own list of editors and 
others. 

People like to think that he re- 
membered them while he was gone, 
and even in the cities, where the 
personal touch is less. practical, 
there is still a chance to score a hit 
with newspaper and political friends. 

No reason why. this should eat 
into the playtime. It’s a simple 
matter to get some friend or work 
through the exchange in the city 
to be visited, or the nearest key, to 
obtain a supply of postcards in bulk. 
These can be addressed and stamped 
before departure and dropped in the 
mail box a day or so after arrival. 





Wigwags 

With the schools closed, it’s a 
good time to revive the wigwag 
stunt. It involves the use of two 
boy scouts who know the flag tele- 
graph code and one other youngster 
who need not. 

One of the boys is stationed atop 
the theatre or on the marquee with 
a pair of large signal flags. The 
other signaler is across the street 
and some distance up or down, ac- 
cording to which position is more 
advantageous from an advertising 
angle. 

Street lad signals the other, who 
replies, and as he does so the boy 
on the sidewalk calls off the mes- 
sage to his companion. For a mo- 
ment the chatter is stuff to suggest 
that the boys are merely practicing 
their scout duties, but when a crowd 
is gathered the message runs into a 
plug for the current or coming show, 
the boy on the roof being provided 
with suitable copy, which he should 
actually transmit. 

Waving flags help things along. 


Plenty of Kids 


With the proud mothers always 
going for any contest in which kid- 
dies figure, Harry Mandel, in charge 
of exploitation for the RKO houses 
in the Bronx, got a great response 
to his ‘Bedtime Story Baby Contest’ 
held in conjunction with the show- 
ing of the Chevalier picture. Cash 
prizes and awards of theatre tickets 
went to the babies bearing the 
closest resemblance to Baby Leroy, 
the youngster in ‘Bedtime Story.’ 
Many hundreds of photos were 
entered. 





Stinger Helped 

Packing the sidewalk for a stunt 
is a pretty good sign that a gag is 
effective. Here’s how one head of 
the house worked it. 

He got a man who could sketch 
well enough and set him in a win- 
dow to draw froma concealed model, 
sitting in such a pose as permitted 
the crowd a full view of the sketch. 
Figures were lightly clad girls and 
from where he sat the artist could 
look behind the curtain which hid 
the girl. A sign on the curtain it- 
self announced that it would be 
drawn every 15 minutes. 

Promptly on the quarter hours 
the artist rose and pulled back the 
curtains, disclosing a lot of adver- 
tising for the current feature at the 
theatre, and a small lay figure 
jiraped in a bit of gauze 

Plenty of people who got stung 
brought their friends around. Gag 
was dead by the end of the first 





ence can be trained to respond to 


day, but it had served its purpose 





Whooped Up Beatty 


Edgar Hart did not trail the cir- 
parade when the Hagenbeck 
show came to town. He thought up 
i better gag. He had ‘The Big Cage’ 
for the Majestic, Columbus, O., and 
got RKO to advance the booking 
coincident with the circus date. 
Picture was sold with a circus 
front and the big display was a 
3-sheet of Beatty pasted to the tiled 
front of the boxoffice and then shel- 
lacked and given a painted border, 
giving the effect of an oil painting. 
That gag seemed to be new to the 
town, and it stopped them plenty. 


cus 


Real Shivers 
Minneapolis. 
Don A. Williams, Journal column- 
ist, records the fact that Lillian 
Thies, doing a ‘cooch dance in a 
shadow-box atop the Century the- 
atre marquee every night last week, 
shivered ‘something terrible’ in her 
scanties while it was raining. The 
stunt was a ballyhoo for ‘Lily Tur- 
ner,’ playing the Century and Miss 
Thies didn't even take time out for 
rain, 
Par’s Mat Service 
Hollywood. 
Paramount studio is amplifying 
its service to newspapers with a 
series of weekly one and two col- 
umn mats. Tom Baily, publicity 
director, in a letter to the news- 
papers asks the editors to note 
which of the following mats are 
desired: one and two col. fashions, 
illustrated feature story, one and 
two col. portraits and one and two 
col. portrait sketches. 
Service to the papers is gratis. 


A ‘Kong’ Puller 
. Los Angeles. 
Using the enormous head of ‘King 
Kong’ for lobby  ballyhoo, Dick 
Dickson, F-WC div. mgr., piled up 
heavy grosses with the Radio pic 





in the three towns where the stunt 
measuring 26x15 


was used. Head, 

feet, proved a b.o. magnet at the 
Fox, Pomona; Alexander, Glendale, 
and the Pasadena, Pasadena. 


Radio expects to send the ‘Kons’ 
head on to the Chicago World's 
Fair within the next 10 days, where 
it will go on display in one of the 
motion picture exhibits. 





’ Putting Mickey Over 


Signing the Mickey Mouse Car- 
toons for a half year, Newell T. 
Howard, publicity man of the Ull- 
man theatre, Salisbury, Md., cam- 


paigned the cartoons for a flying 
start. , 
Local dairy provided ice cream 


cups for all children who attended 
Mickey’s debut and further provided 
that the lids of regular containers 
would be good for one admission 
for a limited time. 

That pushed the advertising bill 
over to the milk purveyors, leaving 
Howard to spend his more limited 
appropriation in other directions, 
including the buildup for a general 
Mickey Mouse week in which all 
the local stores participated. Gave 
the house more free-space. 

Now Michael is all set and home 
folk all ready. 


Alarming Them 
Hollywood. 
As the basis of a window tieup 


for ‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ at the 
Hollywood Music Box, local drug 
store is featuring clocks and 


watches, with a large photo show- 
ing John T. Murray, of the cast, 
presenting the chorines with alarm 
clocks. Photo carries the caption, 
‘Girls of the Nine O’Clock Revue’ 
who have been late for rehearsals 
are being presented with an alarm 
clock with the explanation that if 
set for 9 o'clock, upon retiring, it 
will awaken them in time to get 
to work.’ Gag can be worked for 
any stage production or picture in 
which time is a part of the title. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








San Francisco. 
Dan Markowitz has made a 
‘steenth change in policy of his 
Embassy. After straight pix, tabs, 
revues, burlesque, double bills and 
what-not, it’s two old films at 15 
cents. 


New Haven. 

A. J. Vanni is now city manager 
of Fox theatres here and in Hart- 
ford. Vanni has operated local 
Palace, College and Bijou during 
past winter and now takes on all 
Fox Hartford houses. Appointment 
comes from receivers of Fox N. E. 
chain. Vanni, a nephew of S. Z. 
Poli, was formerly associated with 
the Poli chain. 


Montgomery, Ala. 

Vernon Cox goes to Strand as as- 
sist mgr. and will also serve as 
doorman. Cox has been usher at 
Par. Roy Gafford leaves Paramount 
to join usher staff at Ritz in Bham. 

Both houses owned by R. B. 
Wilby. 


Canton, O. 
Johnny Manuel now manager of 
Warner's Alhambra, succeeding F. 
E. Wadge, who has returned to 
Trenton, N. J. 


Youngstown, O. 

Paramount has been reopened 
here by Feiber-Shea, with Joseph 
Shagrin, also manager of the F-S 
Park, in charge. Twice weekly 
change. 

Warner theatre, local, will change 
its film programs twice weekly. Has 
been running full week, 





Grinnell, Ia. 
Colonial theatre, owned and op- 
erated for 10 years by Lawrence 
West, has been acquired by the A. 
H. Blank interests at Des Moines. 





Los Angeles. 
Zack Harris has taken over the 
Glassell, nabe pic house, from Al 
Hansen, 





* Burlington, Ia. 
Central States Theatre Corp. has 
started switch of managers, Harold 
D. Barnes, managing Palace, to take 
over Capitol at Clinton, and Law- 
rence Wegener coming to manage 
Palace from Clinton house, 





Platteville, Wis. 
Chris Caeredes, owner of the Gem 
theatre, has taken over the house, 
Edward J. Wiseman, manager, hayv- 
ing resigned to enter other fields. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
toy Drachman now manager of 
Fox, replacing Rifton Rogers. 





New York City. 
Manhattan Playhouses has closed 
four of its theatres for the summer, 
the Regun, Stadium, Florence, and 
Clinton All managers but Nat 


Waller have been let out. Waller 
again takes charge of the Harlem 
Opera House, displacing Al Sterling. 





Bronx, N. Y. 
Jack Callahan out as manager of 
the Bronx theatre, formerly the 
Bronx Opera _ house. Succeeding 
him is A. Murphy. 


Los Angeles, 

Picture house ownership changes 
recorded here last week include: 
Baldwin, at Baldwin Park (suburb), 
from Frank Ullman to Harry Kopic; 
Ojai, at Ojai, Clyde E. Bartley from 
Mrs. James Dodge; Lomita, at 
Lomita Park, acquired by L. Z. 
Berkholder after being dark for 
several months. 





Houston, 

Consolidation of publicity and ad- 
vertising of former Publix and RKO 
theatres here places Jack Chalman, 
former publicity man for Publix, in 
charge of exploitation for Metro- 
politan, Majestic, Kirby and Queen 
theatres. Homer Jordan is assist- 
ant. 

The show houses, now operating 
under receivership out of Dallas, 
remain unchanged otherwise as to 
personnel, 

Los Angeles. 

Frank Ulman has taken over the 
Rosebud, in the Central avenue col- 
ored district. Lease of this house 
was recently disaffirmed by Fox- 
West Coast. 

San Francisco. 

Frank R. Newman is again back 
as a Fox-West Coast manager, re- 
turning to the Grand Lake, Oak- 
land. 

Follows George Roesch, who goes 


into the Oakland Paramount as 
p.a., while Frank Burhans is in as 
manager, moving from the Or- 
pheum. Ed Sullivan comes in from 
Vallejo to the Orph. 

Other F-WC shifts are Fay 
feeder into the California, San 
Jose, from Stockton; Ray Duddy, 
from Salinas to Stockton, with 
Harry Hunsucker into the Salinas 


job. 

Los Angeles. 
Coast managerial 
changes as follows: Roy Drachman 
replaces Willard Osborne at the 
Fox, Tucson, Ariz., Osborne replac- 


Fox-West 





ing Wayne Daillard at the Fox, 
Phoenix, Ariz. Jack tyan goes 
into the Virginia, Vallejo, Cal., re- 
placing Harry Hunsucker, who in 
turn replaces Ray Duddy at the 
California, Salinas. Duddy goes to 
the Fox California, Stockton, in 
place of Fay S. Reeder, who re- 
places E. J. Sullivan at the Cali- 
foria, San Jose. Harry Denny is 
replacing Morse Rabwin at the Gra- 
nada, Wilmington, while Rabwin is 
on a three weeks’ leave of absence 


Summer Colors 


If you want something that will 
knock the observer's eye out and 
still look cool and inviting, try a 
bright green on a glossy white 
ground for your signs. Almost as 
good as yellow on red and not as 


torrid, but green should be bright 
and light, though not too light. 
Dress up a lobby with a complete 
suite of signs in this combination 
and you can ease up on the air con- 
ditioner the place will look so cool. 
There is a combination of a light 
purple, just off the lilac, and a pea 
green that will give more delicate 
effects, if a more quiet lobby is de- 
sired, but until the frost hits the 
pumpkin again, there’s nothing to 
beat the green and white. 

Deep blue on a greenish light blue 
can be made to suggest an icy back- 
ground, and light blue letter: against 
a very faint pink is another good 
combination that does not heat up. 
Strong reds and yellows should 
be omitted from lobby displays until 
the snow flies, and it’s an inviting 
stunt to drop the cross lobby ban- 
ner down to within eight feet of the 
pavement and light from behind 
with plenty of rose-colored bulbs. 
If you use spots, use steel, light 
blue and pink mediums and lay off 
the strong purples and reds. 


Illusion 

Mental suggestion often helps 
more than actual fact in selling the 
patron, and one manager has capi- 
talized this by creating his own 
breeze for the lobby. He picked up 
an air compressor in a second-hand 
machinery shop and he has the 
sides and front of his lobby piped 
for air, with an opening every foot, 

Still days the compressor is run 
and keeps in motion the artificial 
vines, Chinese wind bells and light 
drapes which ceil the lobby from 
late May until mid-September. 

The sight of the fluttering deco- 
rations seems to pull more transient 
business than the location has any 
right to expect. People stop, mop 
their foreheads and slip up to the 
box office, feeling that here, at last, 
is a cool spst on a warm day. 

The interior of the house is kept 
well cooled, too, but that piped air 
does more selling than all the argu- 
ments he could bring to bear about 
the refrigerating plant. 





Picnic Napkins 

If you run to paper napkins for 
standing ads at the soda bars and 
lunch counters, contact all Sunday 
schools, organizations and clubs 
with an offer to supply napkins for 
their outings. Some house bosses 
go further than this and supply ap- 
rons for the refreshment workers; 
a service that’s much appreciated. 
One bought at wholesale a stock of 
aprons such as are supplied at beef- 
steak dinners, had them printed up 
with a straight house ad ending in 
‘This week’ and stencils in the cur- 
rent title as required. 

Cost is not great, but the adver- 
tising value is strong, for most of 
the workers carry them home and 
use them around the house for weeks 
afterward, 

Another house has a water cooler 
constructed of a barrel set into a 
box for ice. Lettered on all four 
sides for the theatre. It is kept at 
the favorite picnicking spot, but 
moved over to other locations on 
request. 
deal to supply the ice in return for 
mention on the sign, 


Tricky Gags 
Portland, Ore. 

Homer Gill got results for Par’s 
‘Lady’s Profession’ at the Liberty 
by dolling up his lobby with distort- 
ing carnival mirrors. B. O. line had 
to stand in the mirror angle, and it 
gives laughs. Got attention outside 
the house. 

Doorman controlled skirt lifting 
air jet in the entrance. Had to use 
g00d judgment to avoid offense in 
the wrong places. But, used with 
discretion, the old gag still works. 

Lobby done up in carnival style 
and picture exploited as ‘Laugh 
Week.’ Gill got results on this angle 
where ordinarily a quiet week’s biz 
was in order. Cost was mirror 
rental from local amusement park, 
Estimate b. o. boosted about 20%. 





Living Sign Revived 
Pittsburgh. 
Warner Brothers gave ‘Gold Dig- 
gers of 1933,’ now current at the 
Stanley, the biggest splurge on rec- 
ord here. In addition to 10,000 
sheets of billboard paper, house took 





considerable extra space in the 
newspapers, opening Thursday night 
ahead of regular opening with @& 
gala premiere. 

Above marquee was constructed @ 
|jhuge flash sign, spelling out ‘Gold 
| Diggers,’ and standing inside each 
| one of the raised letters was a 
live bathing beauty Pittsburgh's 
| Mayor Herron unveiled the living 
| billboard, with city official's pres- 
l en e being good for extra newspaper 
| space. In addition, five gals with neo- 

(Continued on page 33) 
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20 VARIETY _ Tuesday, June 13, 1933 


DEMAND vines you win ot 


picture ... this one meets every test! 


NAMES: WARNER BAXTER, better than he was in 


“42nd Street.” ELISSA LANDI, a fiery flame of fickle beauty. 
VICTOR JORY, suave and sure of his technic. MIRIAM 
JORDAN, sleek, silken and seductive. 


STO RY: A free-and-easy playboy who fooled almost 


every woman but his wife. From the Broadway stage smash. 


ROMANCE: A two-fisted man’s man who 


knew what he wanted and a beauty who wasn’t so sure. 


COME DY: Dialogue sparkling with merri- 


ment... rollicking, rough-house action. 


SPECTACLE: A luscious, lavish eyeful 


of tantalizing ladies in “The Dance of the Maidens.” 


TH Ri LLS © Supreme thrill of motion 


pictures in the terrific Boulder Dam sequence. 
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VICTOR 7 


JORY JORDAN, 


Directed by Henry King and William Cameron Menzies 
From the play by Molly Ricardel and William Du Bois 


A FOX picture 
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Indies Unique Court Plea for 12 


Ist Runs Tied Up 


by Publix Turned 


Down, but Indie Gets 40 2d Runs 


Minneapolis, June 12. 

Purchase of 12 more first-run 
pictures than are necessary for three 
theatres does not constitute ‘over- 
buying,’ according to the opinion 
handed down by the federal court 
in its capacity as receiver for the 
Minnesota Amusement company, the 
Publix Northwest circuit in receiver- 
ship 

The opinion emanated in response 
to a plea by Joseph Friedman, owner 
and operator of the Tower theatre, 
independent St. Paul loop first-run 
house, that the court direct its rep- 
resentative, William Hamm, to turn 
over some of the film product tied 
up by Publix to the Tower to enable 
it to continue operating in opposi- 
tion to the Publix theatres. 

While declining to require Publix 
to share any of its first-run product 
with Friedman, the court granted 
the latter relief to the extent of 
ordering Publix to relinquish 40 sec- 
ond runs to the latter. Publix is 
overbought for second-runs in St. 
Paul to this extent, the court held. 
Selection of these pictures will not 
be left to Publix, but must be made 
in rotation according to order of re- 
lease, the court specified. 

“‘Leeway 

‘Twelve first-run pictures in ex- 
cess of actual requirements are not 
an over-abundance for the three 
Publix loop first-run theatres in St. 
Paul,’ the court ruled, ‘Some lee- 
way must be left in case of emer- 
gency and to permit choice of at- 
tractions to a certain degree.’ 

Because no actual evidence had 
been offered and it was not acting 
as a trial court, the court refused 
to pass on Friedman’s charges that 
Publix and some of the leading film 
exchanges were guilty of conspiracy 
in restraint of trade and unfair com- 
petition. It accepted the Publix 
claim that it had been negotiatifig 
for Warner product before it knew 
that Friedman would take the Tower 
theatre away from it. Friedman had 
claimed that Publix grabbed up this 
product after his decision to operate 
his own theatre, although it already 
had more pictures than it needed. 
He charged that Publix simply 
wished to make it difficult for him 
to obtain sufficient first-rate pic- 
tures. 

Another Friedman allegation was 
that Publix had bought pictures for 
the Tower while knowing it would 
not have the house and that prac- 
tically all the leading first and sec- 
ond-run product was corralled, He 
sought particularly to have Warner 
pictures and films bought for the 
Tower turned over to him. 

As a result of the ruling, Friedman 
may use second-runs along with 
first-runs henceforth. He has had 
some first-run United Artists and 
Universal pictures. 





If Unions— 


San Francisco, June 12. 
Fox-West Coast was all set to 
return stage shows to its nabor- 
hood El Capitan on June 23, but 


unsatisfactory union prices are 
holding up the switch. 
If and when it happens, Peggy 


O'Neill will again produce, using a 
line of her own girls, and a stage 





Hoyt Doing An Orig 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Harry O. Hoyt is at Metro to 
pound out an original. 
It will be produced by the Lucien 
Hubbard unit. 


Coast Title Changes 


New handle for ‘Life Worth Liv- 
ing,’ Will Rogers’ feature at Fox’ is 
‘There’s Always Tomorrow.’ 

Metro switched title of its suds 
short starring Ted Healy from ‘Beer 
Garden’ to ‘Beer and Pretzels.’ 

‘Tickets for Two,’ title of first 
Laurel and Hardy comedy of the 
new season, 





a 


Contracts 


Radio lifted the option of H. W. 
Hanneman, writer. 

Another year at Warners for 
Sheridan Gibney, scenarist, whose 
option has been exercised. 

tobert Barrat signatured a termer 
at Warners, following his work in 
‘Lilly Turner’ and ‘Heroes for Sale.’ 

fox did a pick-up on the options 
of Boots Mallory and Raul Roulien. 





> 





FEES FOR RECEIVER 


Mountain States Corp. in Bath for 3 
Months—May Turn Back Houses 








Denver, June 12. 

Wilbur Newton, receiver for the 
Mountain States Theatre corpora- 
tion, was granted a salary of $3,150, 
and his attorney was given a fee of 
$1,000, for the period a little less 
than three months the corporation 
was under their care. The Moun- 
tain States is a Publix subsidiary. 

The United States court judge 
will decide Wednesday on proper 
rentals for the theatre properties 
while under receivership. This week 
the trustees are to determine 
whether to attempt a reorganiza- 
tion or to turn the houses back to 
the owners. 


BACHELDER IS LIKELY 
AS TEC-ART RECEIVER 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

At a hearing scheduled before U. 
S. District Judge George Cosgrave 
late today, a receiver in bank- 
ruptcy for Tec-Art Studios, Inc., will 
be appointed, Indications are that 
H. K. Bachelder, secretary of the 
Motion Picture Credit association, 
will be named. 

Harry Sherman, now operating 
the studio for J. W. Clune, owner, 
expects to have all the _ sheriffs 
chased off the lot and sound proof- 
ing of a silent stage completed in 
three weeks, with studio open again. 
Latest attachment on the equip- 
ment owned by Tec-Art was for de- 
linquent taxes. 

Clune had previously lifted his 
own attachment on the equipment 
to permit its being sold to pay back 
salaries to former employees. 


Film Colony Drive to 
Clear Hospital Debt 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Release of ‘Innocence of Youth,’ 
long held in the vaults of the Royal 
Laboratory because of film union 
equities, is the first step taken by a 
group of screen prominents in a 
campaign to lift a $207,000 debt off 
the L. A. Free Consumptive Hos- 
pital, 

Move was led by Phil Goldstone, 
who arranged for distribution and 
guaranteed the workers equities in 
sale of pic. Laboratory in turn 
agreed to turn over 10 percent of the 
gross to the hospital. 

















Angels from Dixie 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Angels are coming all the way 
from Louisiana these days, with 
Mace Naylor, a traction king-pin in 
that state, b.r.’ing Vin Moore for a 
series of shorts made from old films. 

Each subject will deal with one 
specific star, the producer believing 
that this idea will give a marquee 
billing possibility. 

Shorts are being assembled at 
Metropolitan. 





RKO’s New Series 


Hollywood, June 12. 


The ‘working girl’ series of shorts 
which George Stevens will meg for 
Radio as yet untitled, is in prepara- 
tion with Stevens and Fred Guiol 
writing the story. 

June Brewster, Carol Tevis and 
Shirley Chambers have been cast 
for top spots, Louis Brock will pro- 
duce, 


Loy Heads ‘China Seas’ Cast 
Hollywood, June 12, 


‘China Seas’ is now set on Metro’s 
production chart, after having been 
taken off the shelf by Al Lewin. He 
is supervising. 

Myrna Loy is cast as an Oriental 
in the Chinese story. Clarke Gable 
will do the lead if he is available. 





C. Gardner Sullivan ts adapting. 


Nathanson Drops Thomas 


Ottawa, June 12. 


In the re-Canadianization of Fa- 
mous Players Canadian under the 
new N. L. Nathanson regime, one 
of the first to go was H. M. Thomas, 
western division manager, replaced 
by Harry Dann, formerly of Mont- 
real, Records of the Canadian De- 
partment of Immigration and Colon- 
ization, Ottawa, show, however, that 
Thomas took out his Canadian nat- 
uralization papers some months ago, 
but this was apparently ignored. 
Thomas was formerly with the A. 
H. Blank Enterprises in Nebraska. 
His plans for the future have not 
been made known, 


SEPT. 1 SET AS 
CLEAN-UP ON 
F-WC 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Reorganization of Fox-West Coast, 

though making marked headway, is 
not expected to be definitely set un- 
til Sept. 1, with the new setup em- 
bracing between 100 and 125 houses, 
mostly in California, with a few 
scattered locations in Arizona, Mon- 
tana and Oregon, 
Approximately 60% set, is the 
way Charles Skouras, operating 
head of F-WC, sizes up the reor- 
ganization plan, after a survey of 
houses already lined up and those 
for which deals are in progress. 

Skouras’ statement is based on 
the assumption that Skouras Bros. 
will acquire the remnants of the 
bankrupt circuit when liquidation 
is finally completed by the trustees, 
of which he is one of the trio. 

Presently, there are 102 houses in 
the Fox-West Coast setup, not in- 
cluding the nine. United Artists 
houses which are returning to 
F-WC operation after being dumped 
several months ago as unprofitable 
ventures. In addition to these 
houses, tentative deals are on for 
acquisition of other houses in Cali- 
fornia, and possibly one or two in 
the Northwest, 

Reorganizing Plans 


Spyros Skouras, president of 
F-WC arrived here Friday night for 
extended conferences with Charles 
Skouras and the other trustees, 
planning to remain here possibly 
two weeks in an attempt to work 
out circuit reorganization plans. 

With more than 560% of the pres- 
ent F-WC houses in the profit-mak- 
ing class, and many of the others 
showing sporadic profit weeks, trus- 
tees in bankruptcy express them- 
selves as satisfied that liquidation 
of the defunct circuit will be worked 
out before the end of summer, pav- 
ing the way for a complete new set- 
up with Skouras Bros. again at the 
helm, 














Back to Nature 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Wells Root and Cyril Hume are 
adapting ‘Green Mansions’ at Radio. 
It’s the back-to-nature novel. 





BANKER HEADS CRITS 


Bahn’'s Syracuse Society Holds An- 
nual Election 








Syracuse, N. Y., June 12. 

Jacob Bloss was elected president 
of the Cinema Critics club, pioneer 
fan organization under newspaper 
sponsorship. Bloss, young banker, 
succeeds Mrs. Ella R. Jost. The fan 
club was established in January, 
1927, as a promotional venture by 
the local ‘Herald's’ dramatic editor, 
Chester B. Bahn. It has flourished. 

Other officers for the new Tri-C 
year: 

Vice-presidents, Paul Balles, Mrs. 
Marie Koppenhafer, Victoria Schott; 
secretaries, Irene S. Bahn and 
Eleanor Kinney; treasurer, Donald 
Axe: historian, Louise D. McIntosh; 
directors, Edward Wood, Walter P. 
McIntosh, Mrs. Jost. 


SUPER NEWSREEL TITLE 
THIS IS AMERICA’ 


Washington, June 12. 


‘This Is America,’ featured pro- 
duction of the Beekman Film Cor- 
poration, was given a preview in 
the auditorium of the National 
Press Club Saturday night before a 
distinguished audience, 

Produced by Frederick Ullman, 
Jr., and edited by Gilbert Seldes, 
with a musical score by Dr. Hugo 
Riesenfeld, ‘This Is America’ is a 
complete full-length newsreel, done 
in the grand manner, showing the 
high spots in American history since 
the World War. Fifteen years of 
vigorous activities are crowded 
within the running space of 81 
minutes. 

Ullman and Seldes have done 
rather a fine job in assembling these 
scenes. The picture stands as the 
super-newsceel. 








Monogram Readying Four 
Yarns for Summer Slate 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Four stories are in preparation at 
Monogram for summer production. 
‘King Kelley of the U.S.A.’ being 
adapted by Howard Higgins and 
John Krafft, and ‘The Ape,’ Al De- 
Mond adapting, are scheduled for 
July filming. 
‘The Ghost 
Edgar Wallace 
whipped into 


Holling,’ 
novel, is being 
screen shape by 
Wellyn Totman, and will be re- 
leased as ‘Mystery Liner.’ Tristram 
Tupper is doing an untitled original. 
Monogram currently has a pro- 
duction peak of four pictures, and 
an equal number to start within 
three weeks. Going in are ‘Sensa- 
tion Hunters,’ ‘Devil's Mate,’ ‘Sing- 
in’ Sandy’ and ‘Galloping Romeo.’ 


of John 








Cleveland, June 12. 
Question of what to do with 
perishable victuals in the lobby of 
the Palace, local RKO spot, has im- 


pelled the RKO higher uppers to 
request J. J, Franklin, brother of 
Harold B. Franklin, to return to this 
town. He resumes where he left 
off only a week or so ago. He was 
intended to take over management 
of the Albee, Brooklyn, for RKO. 

J. J. had gone to New York for 
that very Albee purpose. He had 
even looked over the Brooklyn house 
and started on some changes when 
the Cleveland call hied him back. 
Back of the victual problem is what 
are Cleveland butchers, grocers, et 
al, to do about that Industrial FEx- 


position they are holding in the 
Palace lobby. 
This expo tis J. J.’6 scheme and 


Cleveland merchants went for 





idea, agreeing to buy 2,000 tickets 


the | 


J. J. Franklin's Own Expo 


Ordered Back to Cleveland to Straighten 





weekly for four weeks, just as a 
boost for the theatre. In return 
they could sell their meats, onions 
and what else in the Palace theatre 
lobby. 

Admission to the expo is free, but 
from the expo into the show a cus- 
tomer must pay. What is ailing 
the merchants around is the ex- 
pectation of 60,000 customers daily 
for the expo when their first day 
only totaled a gross expo biz of 
under $300, 


For the RKO folks, it was noticed, 
that since the expo opened, only 
a handful of those free customers 
décided to visit the show. That 


makes it about an even break be- 
tween the merchants and the the 





atre, ; 

| It was felt that RKO’s way to do 
|right by the merchants was to send 
iJ. J. back to Cleveland, where he 
could give the expo thing his per- 
sonal and expert supervision 


| 


P-P Stock Guarantee Deals Told 


About at Hearing for Trustees; 
Par Went Panicky Over RCA 


Paramount at one time was afraid 

of radio, partly because of RCA's 
entrance into the amusement busi- 
ness by way of RKO, but now those 
worries are gone. Par even con- 
sidered creating its own radio net- 
work, with discussions in this di- 
rection mainly between Adolph Zu- 
kor, Sidney R. Kent, Jesse L. Lasky 
and Ralph Kohn, all of whom feared 
what radio and RCA’s moves might 
mean, 
This was revealed by Ralph Kohn 
to the trustees of Paramount Pub- 
lix at a meeting to determine the 
nature of the Par deal acquiring 
50% interest in CBS on the stock 
repurchase plan and similar trans- 
actions in annexing theatre chains. 
Kohn stated that everyone in Par 
was worried about the radio thing 
back in 1929 when RCA, then owing 
National Broadcasting System, in- 
directly went into pictures and 
formed RKO. Par execs had reason 
to believe the amusement business 
would follow a new trend particu- 
larly in connection with artists who 
would be signed to work exclusive- 
ly in pictures, vaude and radio, 
Kohn stated. 

He added that if Par could not 
offer these three-way contracts, as 
RCA-NBC-RKO could, it would be 
placed at a distinct disadvantage, 
hence the CBS purchase. By the 
spring of last year, Par was con- 
vinced its fears were incorrect, so 
determined to turn back the CBS 
50% stock interest it had taken as 
protection. 

In this case Par guessed wrong 
to the extent of some profit. Kohn 
did not mention how much in the 
aggregate was in Par's favor after 
the whole transaction was washed 
up. 

Original agreement, executed with 
William S. Paley, pres. of CBS, was 
on June 13, 1929. Par got 50,000 
shares of CBS stock and in turn is- 
sued its own stock under the re- 
purchase agreement to the extent of 
58,823 shares for presentation by 
CBS between March 1 and 10, 1932 
at $85 a share. A provision under 
the repurchase agreement was that 
the net of CBS for the year Sept.8, 
1929 to Sept. 6, 1930 should not be 
less than $2,000,000. It was was in 
excess of this figure, CBS balance 
sheets showing a net of $2,960,000 
from Aug. 31,1929 to Aug. 31,1930. 
During its interest in CBS Par re- 
ceived dividends of $189,750. 

Under the turnback deal of March 
7, 1932, Par sold its CBS stock three 
ways, to Columbia Broadcasting 
Co., Parkhold Corp. ana William S. 
Paley, personally, and associates, 
repurchasing stock in return to 
amount of 27,202 shares at $85 and 
also receiving dividend shares. 

In connection with laying these 
and theatre stock repurchase deals 
on the Federal record, trustees 
stated the condition of the Par 
stock at the time of the contracts. 
When the CBS interest was ac- 
quired 50%, with stock guaranteed 
at $85, it was selling at $63. At the 
time of repurchase it was $10. 

S. S. Izekks, of Root, Clark, 
Bucker & Ballantine, attorneys for 
the P-P trustees, went into con- 
siderable detail in questioning Kohn 
on stock repurchase deals acquir- 
ing control of the Marks Bros. 

(Continued on page 30) 








FLT Drops Demand 
To Include Editors, 
Cutters in Union 





Hollywood, June 12. 


Film Laboratéry Technicians’ 
union has dropped its insistence that 
the film editors and cutters be in- 
cluded in any deal the union makes 
with the producers. 

Union wired Pat Casey fy New 


York of the acceptance of tly2 pro- 
posed minimum wage scale for 
lab workers, which had been held 


the union representatives 
the recent IATSE- 
producer conclave because the latter 
refused the editors 
ind cutters, 1 part of that 
local 
Editor-cutter 
for further debating 


up when 
walked out on 


recognition of 
who are 
situation is on the 
when 
the 


fire 
here in 





| labor 


Nicholas Schenck gets 


next two weeks to go over existing 


differences. 
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MGMCS ‘DINNER AT EIGHT PROVES 
UNUSUALLY POWERFUL ATTRACTION 


Greatest Cast Ever Assembled — Cukor’s Direction 
Always Outstanding 


“DINNER AT EIGHT” 


MGM 
DireCtiOn ......-..---------ccecececeeneerecenensreneenseesens ASE George Cukor 
Play by.........-.nccece-eeereseeeeeees George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber 
Screenplay ........-.cec--c-ccerceeseecerereneeetsesnsesenseesees Frances Marion 
Mhotography .........-------cceeeeceecerecesseeneeersreccesseenees William Daniels 


Cast: Marie Dressler, John Barrymore, Wallace Beery, Jean Har- 
low, Lionel Barrymore, Billie Burke, Madge Evans, Karen 
Morley, Edmund Lowe, Lee Tracy, Jean Hersholt, Phillips 
Holmes, Louise Closser Hale, May Robson, Grant Mitchell, 
Phoebe Foster, Elizabeth Patterson, Edwin Maxwell, Harry 
Beresford, Hilda Vaughn. 


What should prove one of the greatest box office attractions 
of modern times, has been fashioned by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
‘under the supervision of David O. Selznick, in the production of 
“Dinner At Eight.’ The attractiveness of this picture rests solely 
on the shoulders of a cast the like of which, in draw names and 

ting ability, has never been assembled before to be photo- 
graphed by a camera. 


Look over the list—Marie Dressler, Wallace Beery, Jean Har- | 


low, the two Barrymores, Madge Evans, Edmund Lowe, Karen 
Morley, Lee Tracy, Billie Burke, Jean Hersholt, Phillips Holmes, 
and ten or fifteen others; everyone almost sufficient to carry any 
picture on his or her own shoulders. 

What this business needs, what theatres must have, what fans 
rush to pay their money for is an ATTRACTION and Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer have certainly gone the limit in giving them one 
with this production. That the industry will be better off as a 
result of it, that exhibitors will be able to pay off other weekly 
losses by playing it, that fans will be lured out of their hideaways 
and brought back to the theatre to see it, goes without saying. 
It’s a great attraction, a satisfying picture and a credit to any and 
all who had anything to do with it. 

And because of it, the motion picture industry owes a great 
debt of gratitude to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for producing it. 


Some of the best performances ever seen in pictures are given | 


by the cast of “Dinner At Eight.” There will be arguments and 
ights for the next few months as to who is the really big star in 
this picture. Any and all selections can be easily defended. Ac- 
cordingly, it comes down to your own opinion, based on who your 
favorite player is, as to which one reaches the greatest heights 
in this greatest of all casts. From where we sat, we pick Marie 
Dressler as the bright particular star of the piece, without taking 
away one ounce of cred't from any of the twenty or more out- 
standing parts. 

Hov. that Dressler girl does troupe! It is worth the price of 
admission alone to see and hear her read the tag line of the pic- 
ture to Jean Harlow at the fadeout. Boys and girls, there is not 


another person in pictures or on the stage, in the opinion of this . 


reviewer, who could have gotten as much out of those few words 
as Miss Dressler. 

Harlow tells Dressler, as they both go into dinner, ‘I’ve been 
reading a book. It’s a nutty kind of a book. The man says that 
machinery will take the place of every profession.’ And Dressler 
looks her up and down, mostly down, and chirps:'"Well, my dear, 
that’s something you should never worry about.” 

John Barrymore gives an inspired performance as the has-been 
picture star Little Harlow shows astounding improvement in 

A 


this vehicle. Wallace Beery is Wallace Beery and where can you 
find another? 

Billie Burke is the surprise hit of the show. Lionel Barrymore, 
as always, does things with his part that only Lionel Barrymore 
can do. Eddie Lowe, Lee Tracy and Madge Evans are distinct in 
their characterizations. 

The finest thing that can be said about the casting of this pic- 
ture, with all its star names, is that every star fits into his or her 
part like a glove. It was not a question of taking a lot of big 
names and throwing them into a story with the majority of them 
reading a line or two and then bowing out. There are big, meaty 
parts for everyone of the performers and how they take advan- 
tage of them! 

In the case of ‘‘Dinner At Eight,”’ the picture is far better than 
the play, if for no other reason than the polishing Frances Mar- 
ion, Herman Mankiewicz and Donald Ogden Stewart have given 
the George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber script, particularly in 
the last few sequences. The play was rather drab at the end. 
Audiences got the feeling that it was unfinished, and the final 
curtain left you sunk. 

With the:picture, some of the best bits of the whole produc- 
tion come at the finish, thereby lifting it to greater peaks of en- 
tertainment than was the case with the stage play. 

George Cukor did a mighty job with his direction, one that 
would be hard to duplicate. Handling a cast of such important 
names, manoeuvering them in and out of scenes with each other, 
and successfully combating every bit of temperament, is a job 
that requires not only excellent direction but a diplomacy that 
most directors do not possess. 

In addition to the job of handling all that temperament, Cukor 
had a tough assignment with a narrative essentially episodic. 
Even though the play was almost perfectly written for the stage 
and the screenplay was all that could be asked for, the picture 
had to be kept moving and that movement from. one episode to 
another called for everything that Cukor had and that many di- 
rectors lack. 

Put ‘Dinner At Eight’ down as an exceptionally fine direc- 
torial job and place Cukor higher on your list of directors as a 
result of it. . 

The story itself is probably too well known by this time to 
need space for its telling. The play has been a big hit in New 
York. Theatrical columns throughout the country have dwelt on 
it at great lengths. But the fact remains and stands out like a 
gore thumb that MGM have made a greater attraction out of it 
than Sam Harris. George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber did as a 
play. The shortcomings of the stage hit have been mended for 
picture purposes. It’s a cinch that all who go to see “Dinner At 
Eight’ as a picture will be given more entertainment than they 
paid to see. 


William Daniels, who has many extremely fine photographic 
accomplishments to his credit, comes through with another bit 
of creative photography. The sets by Hobe Irwin were a treat. 

To write a box office angle on this picture, with all those 
names to draw ticket buyers, with a big stage hit for the story 
and a production such as only MGM could give it, would be like 
telling you that this is the year 1933. Everything has been given 
you as a showman to make money on. If you miss out on those 
opportunities, then your theatre is really sunk and should be 
turned into some other business 
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Downtown Advantage May Be Cause 


Of Indies Mono's 


Storm of protests that Monogram, 
by considering the Hays offer to 
become a special member of the or- 
ganization, is a traitor to the cause 
of picture independence. It is serv- 
ing to record the first definition of 
‘independence’ as applied to the in- 
dustry and also to provide some rea- 
sons why the Hays flag is a more 
desirable ensign. 

The big appeal in a Haysian af- 
filiation to Mono is being able to 
look at the business from the inside. 
From all indications Mono has about 
made up its mind to join. The de- 
cision is just a formality. 


Mono sees a chance through Hays 
to get recognition downtown, if for 
no oth¢r reason than the additional 
prestige which it is counting upon. 

Like the world had a beginning 
so, Monogram is reasoning with 
some of the complaining indies and 
publishers of all-indie house organs, 
the Hays organization had to have 
a beginning. 

Stepping Up 

And how did it have a beginning? 
Ray Johnson, Mono president, an- 
swers: ‘Through the independents.’ 

Johnson doesn’t feel that Mono is 
doing anything different from Co- 
lumbia, Universal, Warners and the 
others. As they increased in size 
they slipped under the Haysian 
wing. And now, asks Johnson, why 
shouldn't Mono, thoroughly initiated 
in the business of an indie, avail 
itself of an opportunity to step into 
the major class. 

At no time in its history have in- 
die exhibs rushed to give Mono 
bookings just because it was an in- 
die, comments Johnson. : That it is 
set for the Hays routine doesn’t 
mean that circuit houses are going 
to open up their bookings. John- 
son, in observing this, concedes that 
after all it’s the picture. 


Studio Placements 


‘Rafter Ro- 








Laura Hope Crews, 
mance,’ Radio, 

Lou Breslow, Jack Jevne, Arthur 
Ripley to adapt, and Alfred Werker, 
borrowed from Fox, to direct ‘Joe 
Palooka,’ Edward Small-UA, 

Krancis Hyland to write ‘Two 
Sons,’ U. 

Ethel Hill rewriting ‘Fury of the 
Jungle,’ Col. 

David Manners, ‘Devil's in Love,’ 
Fox. 

Charles Irwin, Desmond Roberts, 
Ralph Bellamy, ‘Fog Bound,’ Radio. 

Lal Chan Mehr, ‘Death Watch,’ 
Radio. 

Dorothy Lee, untitled Wheeler and 
Woolsey, Radio. 

Richey Craig, four-week writing 
assignment, Warners. 

Kleanor Faire, Montague Shaw, 
Clarissa Selwyn, ‘Lady for a Day,’ 
Col. 

Nydia Westman, 
Par. 

Philip Faversham, ‘Female,’ War- 
ners. 


‘Way to Lee’ 


Irving Cummings, to direct ‘The 
Mad Game,’ Fox. 
William K. Howard, borrowed 


from Fox to direct ‘The Old Maid,’ 
Metro. 

Ted Healy, Jean Malm, ‘Dancing 
Lady,’ Metro. 

Elizabeth Allen, borrowed from 
Metro to replace Mimi Jordan in 
‘Shanghai Madness,’ Fox. John 
Blystone directs. 

Frank Borzage, to direct ‘There's 
Always Tomorrow’ (formerly ‘Green 
Dice’), Fox. 

Aline McMahon, 
rade, Warner. 

Neil Hamilton, Mary Carlisle, 
Georgie Stone, ‘Lilies of Broadway,’ 
Universal. 

Herbert Mundin, Allen 
‘Shanghai Madness,’ Fox. 

‘Teddy Joyce, ‘Talent on Parade,’ 


‘Footlight Pa- 


Fox, 


Maude Eburne, Guy Kibbe, ‘Hold 
Your Man,’ Metro. 

Sterling Holloway goes to Uni- 
versal for two shorts. 

Grover Jones and Wm. Slavens 
McNutt are doing the rewriting job 
on ‘Gambling Ship,’ Par. 

Sonya Levien, screen treatment, 
and John Blystone to direct ‘As 
Husbands Go,’ Fox. 

Wells Root and Cyril Hume are 
adapting ‘Green Mansions’ at Radio. 

‘Charley Chan’s Greatest Chance’ 
is being scripted at Fox by Lester 
Cole and Marion Orth. Hamilton 
McFadden will meg. 


Dorothy Wilson, ‘Sweet Cheat,’ 
Radio 

Josephine Lovett, script, ‘Laugh- 
ing Boy,’ Metro, 

Ralph Morgan, Marian Nixon, 
Fiffie Ellsler, Louise Dresser, Andy 
Devine, Howard Lally, 3erton 


Churchill, Darothy Peterson, Charles 
Crapewin, Louise Carter, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Tempe Pigott, George 
Humbert, Reginald Barlow, Roger 





Leap to Hays End 


Smith Dialoging 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Jules White has just completed 
‘Fine Feathers,’ technicolor bird 
short, for Metro. Pete Smith is di- 
aloging for the Oddities series. 

‘Happy Warriors,’ for which 
White went to the Cherokee In- 
dian reservation at Smoky Moun- 
tain, N. C., to film, has been dialoged 
by Smith, and is ready for release. 
One-reeler shows an Indian ball 
game, similar to la crosse. 





LA. Price Zoning 
Offers Protection 
For New Season 





Los Angeles, June 12. 

Tentative clearance and _ price 
zoning for Southern California pic- 
ture houses has been worked out, 
with the details to be perfected dur- 
ing the next two months, to permit 
the protection becoming operative 
at the start of the new selling sea- 
son, 

Zoning will be based on 40c, 30c, 
25c, 20c, 15c and 10c admissions, 
with a special zoning for exhibs 
playing double features and using 
two-for-one rackets at the b.o. 
Houses coming under the latter 
classification will be forced to fol- 
low all other theatres, regardless of 
what admission may be charged. 

Movement to establish price zon- 
ing in this territory, after two years 
of almost unrestricted dating, was 
brought about at the instance of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of So. 
Calif., with all major distribs and 
Fox-West Coast and other circuits 
joining in the project. 

Consensus of opinion among ex- 
hibs and distribs is that the pro- 
posed price zoning will mark a for- 
ward step for the industry in South- 
ern California, and will clarify the 
muddled situation that has existed 
between circuit and indie houses 
during the past year and a half, or 
since shortly after zoning and clear- 
ance was eliminated in this terri- 
tory. 

New zoning plan, when finally 
adopted, will virtually eliminate 
double feature programs in all but 
the smaller of the subsequent run 
houses in the downtown section, as 
all new deals for pictures will be 
based on the new setup. 


Metro Buys Gropper 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Milton Gropper goes from the 
Paramount writing staff to Metro 
on a deal whereby the latter buys 
the remainder of his Par contract, 
having ‘three weeks yet to go. 

Gropper recently returned to the 
studio after a six weeks’ leave of 
absence. He previously wrote a 
treatment on ‘The Trumpet Blows,’ 
for Al Lewis supervision, 

‘Trumpet’ currently is on the shelf, 
although it is likely that another 
story will be bought to go out under 
that title. Too much goriness in 
the bull fighting sequences put the 
original yarn among the dust. 





Imhof, Jessie Ralph, ‘Life Worth 
Living,’ Fox. 

Trevor Bland, Reginald Mason, 
Margaret Lindsay, Roger Imhof, 
‘Paddy, the Next Best Thing,’ Fox. 

Emil Chautard, ‘The Devil's in 
Love,’ Fox. 

Tammany Young ‘I'm No Angel,’ 


Mae West-Par. 
Norman Markwell and Ben 
Holmes, to write script for Clark 


and McCullough, ‘Zum-Zum-Zum,’ 
RKO. 

Sharon Lynn, 
and Barton McLane, 
Par. 

Chick Chandler and Arline Judge, 
‘Flying Down to Rio,’ RKO. 

Robert McWade and Edward Mc- 
Wade, ‘Flaming Gold,’ RKO, 


Dorothy Peterson 
‘Big Executive,’ 


Mildred Cram to write screen 
play, ‘Beautiful,’ RKO. 

James Bush, ‘The Doctor, Radio. 

Paul Porcasi, ‘Footlight Parade,’ 
WB. 

Arline Judge, Chick Chandler, 
‘Flying Down to Rio,’ Radio 

William Gargan, ‘Sweet Cheat,’ 


Radio. 
Marjorie Rambeau, William Col- 





lier, Sr., ‘Joe Palooka,’ Smali-UA 





Too Fast 





Hollywood, June 12, 
Former stage director, who 
pretends to know everything 





about pictures, was filming a 
scene that shifted about too 
fast for the cameras. An as- 
sistant said: 

‘I guess we'd better wait un- 
til later and take it in Akely.* 

‘I suppose so,’ replied the 
megger, ‘But gee how I hate 
to work in those small towns.’ 


DENVER UNION 
MESS GROWING 


Denver, June 12, 


Fred Schmitt, Orpheum orchestra 
director, has posted guards around 

















his home day and night as the result 
of the effort to bomb his home. The 
bomb was thrown from a passing 
auto, but was tossed into the street 
before it exploded. Schmitt goes 
home nightly in a _ police car, 
guarded by four detectives. Schmitt 
was fined $500 and expelled from 
the musicians’ union recently on 
charges of insubordination and at- 
tempted collusion, - 

The offices of the operators and 
stage hands union were broken into 
and $55 cash, $300 in jewelry and 
$30. in office effects were stolen. The 
jewelry belonged to George Bray- 
field, president and business agent 
of the stagehands. Police believed 
the robbers might have been looking 
for certain records of the union 
which were involved in the recent 
lockouts at nine local theatres. 

The hearing on the mandatory 
writ issued by the district court 
will be heard June 20. In this writ 
the theatre managers, Harry Huff- 
man, Joe Dekker and Tony Archer, 
were ordered to put the union men 
back to work pending an investiga- 
tion and 30-day notice. The man- 
agers refused and the union forced 
the state industrial commission to 
apply for a writ. The theatre men 
will argue for the dissolution of the 
writ, they claiming the law does not 
apply to industries not affected with 
the public interest. 


Seat Slashers 


Seats in the Orpheum theatre are 
being slashed. Harry Huffman is of- 
fering a reward of $100 or the ap- 
prehension of the guilty parties. 

Heretofore local theatre managers 
have arbitrated their differences 
with the union, or have used the 
facilities of the state industrial com- 
mission in the settlement of labor 
troubles. At present only 10 out of 
the 35 theatres in Denver are union. 
The state law provides a 30-day no- 
tice in strikes or lockouts, Penalties 
provided are $50 or six months in 
jail, or both, for employees; $1,009 
or jail for six months, or both, for 
employers, Each day to constitute 
a separate offense. 





‘Innocence’ in Title 


Columbia thought the title sound- 
ed too honky-tonk and a little bit 
like one of those sex things for 
men only, so have changed ‘Shall 
We Tell Our Children,’ impending 
release, to ‘What Price Innocence.’ 

In getting a line on picture and 
chances, Col put it to two test en- 
gagements, in Springfield, Mass., 
and Buffalo, sending out men on it. 





Agnew, Schaefer’s Asst. 


Neil Agnew, Par’s western sales 
manager, takes a new title as as- 
sistant general sales chief for 
George Schaefer. With these added 
duties Agnew does not relinquish 
the western post. 


Little Hope Is Left for Generally 


Opposed Studios Clearing House on 
Coast: Too Much Money and Things 





DeMille Ups Extras 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Cecil B. DeMille was the white 
hope of the extra ranks last week, 
his heavy calls for youthful talent 
on ‘This Day and Age’ (Par) being 
largely responsible for the 3,964 
talent voucher total for the week. 
Means a jump of 200 over the pre- 
vious stanza 


Projection Execs 


Get Reduced Bail 
In Bomb Charges 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

With bail of $50,000 réduced to 
$5,000, following their indictment 
on charges of conspiracy to com- 
mit assault, Ernest W. Apperson, 
business agent, and Thomas W. 
Armentrout, ass’t biz agent, of L. 
A. Projectionists local, 150, were 
released. The two men were in- 
dicted following the stench bomb 
epidemic which has been harassing 
Southern California theatres for 
over four months. 

They will plead to the indictment 
June 14 before Superior Court 
Judge C. W. Fricke. 

Besides the two union officials, 
10 John Does and three Jane Does 
were also named in the indictments, 
that listed overt acts, including the 
attempted extortion of $29.50. week- 
ly from Harry Swan, manager of 
the Vermont theatre (indie nabe), 
by threats of violence. , 

Bombings in 14° picture houses 
was charged in the indictment, 
houses listed being the Iris, Holly- 
wood, Western, Boulevard, Knoll, in 
L. A.; Alhambra and Garfield, Al- 
hambra; Monterey, Monterey Park, 
and Wilshire, Santa Monica, In ad- 
dition, numerous other circuit and 
indie houses were bombed during 
the past several months. 





Metro Convention 


Kansas City, June 12. 
The western, middle western and 
southern annual sales conventions 
of the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Film 
Company, will be held here June 28- 
29. It is expected that over a hun- 
dred salesmen will be present, 


Felix F. Feist, E. M. Saunders, 
western sales manager, and Tom 


Connors, southern sales manager, 
are announced to be in attendance. 


Next Dietrich Script 
Hollywood, June 12. 

Josef von Sternberg is back on the 
Paramount lot, on the script of an 
original story in which Marlene 
Dietrich is to be starred. 

Miss Dietrich is expected back in 
September. 





Los Angeles, June 12. 
On a call from MGM, Jack King, 
of the local RKO booking offices, 
supplied nine old time burlesque 
chorines on short notice, 
Gals will be used in sequences in 
‘Dancing Ladies.” 








Indianapolis Agrees on Protection 





Indianapolis, June 12, 

After long wrangling, operators of 
ljown-town deluxe houses have 
reached a tentative agreement with 
»perators of the nabes on 42 to 45 
days’ protection date, 

If any house-filling angles, such 
is family night, two for one, or spe- 
cial inducements, are used, the pic- 








ture must have a nine months’ dat- 


Downtowners and Nabers Make 42 days to 
18 Months 


ing from the time it was shown 
iown town Nabes opé¢rating at a 
9c price ure ~Counder an 18-month 
time restriction An agreement to 
this effect has been reached by 
representatives of both sides and the 
papers are now in the hands of a 


lawyer to draw up 

This going into effect, Loew’s Pal- 
will give up ita exclusive run 
policy 


14ce 


Hollywood, June 12, 
The ~-Artists’ Service Bureau, 
hatched at the industry’s Hollywood 
table conferences last March 
the unknown artist 


round 
to emancipate 
and at the same time to free major 
producers of agentry, has been in- 
definitely postponed. 

Casting aside for the present of 
this i stitution was decided on by 
New York execs after weeks of cdm- 
mitteeing and the discovery that its 
operation would cost the industry 
$159,900 a year. Also entering into 
its present demise was the ques- 
tion of whether or not the bureau 
would be in accord with President 
Roosevelt’s industry recovery plat- 
form. v4 

In this regard it is felt that the 
bureau would be a detail‘in the 
code which the industry will have 
to submit to Washington. 


Four Phases 


Hollywood's part of the industry 
code is expected by production of- 
ficiaJs: to comprise four sections—a 
production code, advertising cade, 
labor agreement and general arbi- 
tration. Execs figure the produc- 
tion, code will be the eas‘test of the 
master code for all departments to 
institute. 

Coast executives, now ’in New 
York, say that were the bureau, 
with its heavy expenditure, to be in- 
stalled now it would be in violation 
of the all-economy program agreed 
to by all companies. 

In addition to these two chief 
reasons for abandoning the plan is 
an admitted third reason—that is 
that the people already established 
as actors, directors and writers are 
cpposed to opening the gates for an 
influx of taient.’’ 

Against It 

All organizations representing 
talent have since its launching gone 
on record as violently opposed to 
the plan. The four employee groups 
of the Academy passed resolutions 
against it; the first article in the 
new code of the Screen Writers’ 
Guild was that a member signatory 
pledge himself not to do business 
through such a bureau, and further 
the agents agreed not to deal with 
prodcers through a central body. 

Formulating of the plans for the 
bureau was put into the hands of 
a committee consisting of B. B. Ka- 
hane, Jesse Lasky, who in turn gave 
the job of lining up the details to 
Jason Joy, formerly Hays attache 
and now an exec at Fox. Joy 
turned in his report two weeks ago. 
It called for an elaborate affair, 
which, besides handling the casting 
of all talent and the engaging of 
all directors and writers, would also 
embrace the duties now conducted 
by the call bureau. 

In addition the bureau would be 
used, according to Joy’s plans, for op- 
eration of all centralization schemes 
outlined at the producers’ confer- 
ences, such as the general loaning 
of sets, the exchanging of stories, 
the swapping of players and the 
collective buying of material and 
supplies. 





Indie Co. Takes Over 
2 Houses in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., June 12. 
New supremacy appeared on the 


local theatre situation when the 
Independent Theatres, Inc., vice- 
pres-ed by Carl Bard, signed a 


lease with F. D. Eager for the op- 
eration of the Liberty and Orph- 
‘um houses, 

Liberty is at present operating 
with hoke stock, but according to 
the lease, will be equipped with 
sound and ready to start with a 
picture policy by June 26. Orpheum 





will not come to the independents 
until Sept, 1. 

This puts four of the major the- 
itres in the hands of » Independ- 
‘nts and drops the decade-supreme 
J. H. Cooper back with three. Ac 
‘ording to stipulation in the lease 
just signed, one of the four the 
autres must have vaude or some 
sort of flesh ittraction The 
Rialto is now handling the vaude 
for the Indie, but it will probably 
be moved to a larger capacity 
house 
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N Sf 4, CHARLIE RUGGLES 
is PHIL HARRIS 
a GRETA NISSEN, MARJORIE GATESON, 


HELEN MACK, Chick Chandler, June 
| Vv Brewster, Shirley Chambers | 











! COMING TO RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL NEXT WEEK 4 
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~ MADDENING MUSICI..OCE 


Associate producer, Louis Brock. 












An RKO 
RADIO 
PICTURE 
of course! 


Music and Lyrics by Will Jason 
and Val Burton. Directed by 
Mark Sandrich. Merian _C. 
Cooper, executive producer. 
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Stock Market 








(Continued from page 11) 


ganizations had been brought to- 
gether. 

RKO was drawn in the limelight 
by the RCA flurry, with vague re- 
ports early in the week about a 
possible discharge of the receiver. 
Nothing came of the talk, and RKO 
was disposed to retreat as the week 
closed. The long stretch of dull 
summer just ahead disposes clique 
operators to hold their fire for the 
time being. 

Loew’s had its moments of action, 
moving up for the second time to 
its former top at 22%, but lacking 
the follow through to penetrate that 
figure. However, the stock acted 
well. Instead of a sharp decline 
from the peak, as happened before, 
prices ruled within a narrow range 
and the issue ended the week at 
22, less than a point from the top. 
Suggestion here is that offerings 
were not so very heavy and the 
stock’s sponsors were engaged in 
absorbing minor long stock as a 
preliminary to a new drive for a 
betier level. MGM followed its par- 
ent company, going to a double top 
for the year also at 20%. 


W. B. Meets Opposition 


About mid-week the operation in 
Warner Bros. met some sort of ob- 
stacle in its march. The spectacu- 
lar campaign of the previous week 
appeared to weaken. Early Thurs- 
day several sizeable blocks of stock 
(one near 2,000 shares) came ont on 
the down side, which checked the 
enthusiasm of the speculative fol- 
lowing in that issue. Recent finan- 
cial statement of the company indi- 
cating that losses were being great- 
ly reduced, principally, it was ad- 
mitted, by drastic economies rather 
than any important upturn in busi- 
ness, had an initial encouraging 
effect, especially as it was  bol- 
stered by a demonstration in the 
stock, but the setback dampened 
hopes of outsiders. The new top of 
6%, achieved early in the week, was 
shaded later on, and closing prices 
ranged close to 6 for a trivial net 
gain. 

The operation in Fox likewise 
came to a halt after a flurry in the 
early part of the week. At that time 
a new top of 4% was marked up, 
for a gain of nearly a point. All the 
gained ground was retraced and the 
issue ended the period net off an 
eighth at 3%. Kodak, which has 
figured in rather a brilliant way 
during the recovery, seemed to 
catch something of the cautious 
spirit of the amusements. After 
touching a new top for the year at 
84%, it slid gradually back to 
around 80, finishing at 81% for frac- 
tional net loss. 

While these technical maneuvers 
in the common stocks were taking 
Place, a definite new trend appeared 
among the senior issues, which have 
been rather neglected during the ex- 
citement of the inflation market. 
‘Wall street observed in general a 
drift toward preferred stocks on the 
part of the public, concentrated 
mostly on the low-priced shares, 
probably inspired by a desire to get 
into stocks that ought to go back 
to a dividend basis ultimately, if 
there is to be anything in the fore- 
cast of material inflation. Anyhow, 
runs the buyer’s logic, if there is 
any basis for a run up in common 
stocks on the inflation theory of 
out-of-cash-and-into-securities, the 
same thing ought to apply to shares 
that have a prior claim on profits, 
making them a reasonable gamble. 


All the amusement preferred 
stocks prospered, though dealings 
were small, principally because 





buyer and seller were far apart on 


Summary for week ending Saturday, June 9: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 








ideas of price. 
for instance, 
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RETURN TO SINGLE BILLS F 1 
> 
DEMANDED ON coast; -RKO's Easy Way B rings Red 
was carried, nearly 3 Hollywood, June 12. |Fayors Loew's Requests—Empire, Bronx, 


points forward to 7 at which level 
Saturday, the final bid and asked 
were 6 and 8%. Buyer and seller 


Dual program situation remains 
in state of upheaval in downtown 





















































were 6 points apart in Keith pre- Los Angeles with Charles Skouras 
ferred at 21 and 27. Loew senior] stepping in today and demanding 
stock closed at 70 bid, 72 asked and! Principal’s houses, Cameo, Rialto, 


Universal first preferred com- 
manded a bid of 27 and asked 29, 
after moving up to a new top for 
the movement at 28. 
Bond List Spotty 

Results in the bond section were 
spotty, reflecting more than any- 
thing else the drift of speculative 
play. Loew's liens were run up 
more than 3 points on small deal- 
ings at 80% after touching 83 when 
it was within a narrow margin of 
its best before the ‘new deal’ mar- 
ket. Profit-taking of a minor scope 


Tower and Palace return this week 
to single bills. 
Four houses 
verted to duals. 
With Fox West Coast owning in- 
terest in Principal circuit Skouras 
demand will be fulfilled. 


Incorporations 


California 
Sacramento, June 12. 


only last week re- 








brought a decline of 4 points to the| California Sound Studies, Lid. Cap- 
Pathe debentures at 74, ital stock, $1,000 subscribed, $30. Ham- 
Old Keith bonds were slightly a Steel, Kenneth Broeker, Denver 


lower, while the two Paramount 
issues returned to their old rela- 
tion, disturbed the week before after 
existing for months. The newer 
5%’s re-established their premium 
over the old 6’s, amounting to about 


Beverly-Fairfax Greyhound Breeders 
Association. No capital stock. Louis D. 
Oaks, L. Clark Davies, Macy Barnard. 

Beverly-Fairfax Greyhound Owners 
Association. No capital stock. Louis D. 
Oaks, L. Clark Davies, Macy Barnard. 

Certificate of dissolution of Hollywood 


a point. This applied to the bonds | Photeplay and Fiction Institute, Ltd. 
2ermits to se stock: 
themselves. Both issues are in de- Fox Tucson Theatres Corporation; the- 


fault and Lolders have been invited 
to deposit their paper. Certificates 


atre operating; to issue all 1,000 shares, 
par $1, 


: . Metrotone, Ime; securities. Louis S. 
of deposit are quoted as well as tie Stone, Hazel Elizabeth Stone, Virginia 
bends themselves. Certificates for] stone. To issue three shares out of 250, 


no par. 
Ro-Be Service, Inc. Publishing man- 
To issue all 1,000 shares, par 


the old Par-Famous bords com- 
manded a slightly higher price than 
receipts for the newer descriptions 
at the close, (reversing the situa- 
tion of the bonds proper) although 
the relation was subject to violent 
changes during the week. 

As the new week starts, the World 
Economic Conference opens in Lon- 
don, involving market potential de- 
velopments of the utmost impor- 
tance, first of all some standard, 
stable system of exchange. Finan- 
cial commentators stress the im- 
portance of news from this source 
as a market influence, but the 
chances are that nothing will hap- 
pen of immediate import to prices. 
Government experts have been dis- 
cussing the outlook for London for 
weeks, generally expressing vague 
hopes for a better basis of world 
understanding, but really preparing 
the-public for negligible immediate 
results. They probably have put the 
public in a state of mind to accept 
small results with a good measure 


uscripts. 


$1. 

B. P. Schulberg Productions, Ltd. Mo- 
tion picture producing. To issue all 250 
shares, no par, 

Management, Inc. Theatrical agents. 
To issue 102 out of 250 shares, no par. 


Judgments 


Robert M. Catts; H. R. Reploge; $1,047. 

Felix Isman; F. A. M. Schieffelin; 
$4,994, 

Managers’ Protective Assn., Imc.; Ac- 
tors’ Equity Ass'n; $24,010. 

United Film Industries, Inc., and Hans 
von Fraunhofer; M. J. Jungers; $5,183. 

Craft Film Labs, Inc., and Alfred EF, F. 
McCorry; J. S. Hess; $6,567. 

Hattie Carnegie, Inc.; M. E. Paterno; 


costs, $101. : 
Los Angeles 
Cinema Realty Investment Co.; F. D. 
Chipron, (default); $32,859. 
Antoine de Vally; Kendall-de Vally 
Operalog Co., Ltd., H. E. Kendall, G. H. 


S. Kendall; costs. 
M ; Western Sound Stu- 








ervyn 
dios; costs. 








From $1,500 Wkly Profit to Nothing 
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ARIZONA’S NEW TAX BILL 


Again May Include 10% Against 
Amusements 





Phoenix, Ariz., June 12. 

Theatre interests in this state 
anticipate another fight shortly with 
the reconvening of the Arizona 
legislature in special session to work 
out a sales tax plan. Proposed law 
is expected to again include in its 
preliminary form a 10% amusement 
admission tax. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, of Fox West 
Coast, led a successful campaign for 
the theatre men in the last legisla- 
ture against the admission tax, 
which was stricken from the sales 
tax measure as finally adopted. 
Now the State Supreme Court has 
ruled that the tax measure passed 
is unconstitutional and the solons 
have been reconvened to draft a 
new bill. 





Freuler, Moving to Coast, 
Will Do Nine for Monarch 


Hollywood, June 12. 

John R. Freuler has moved his 
headquarters here from New York, 
and announces he will complete the 
nine features still due on Mon- 
arch’s program of 18. First is to 
be ‘Marriage On Approval,’ novel 
by Pricilla Wayne, for which Olga 
Printziau has written the screen 
play. 

Freuler has had difficulty here 
in the past with his ‘ndependent 
product. Last two features pro- 
duced for him by Burton King and 
another by Ralph Like, were not 
picked up in the east by the Em- 
pire Laboratory, which was to take 
them on a C.O.D. basis. Phil 
Goldstone, who financed, had _ to 
untangle the negatives. 





One of tug-o'’-wars going on fs 
between RKO and Loew's over 
double featuring which Loew's is 
doing with consent of RKO and the 
latter afterward squawking. Seems 
as if RKO has asked Loew’s to de- 
sist twice already, but to no avail. 
The consent for Loew’s to double 
feature was through Harold Frank- 
lin direct, so far as known. 


The most flagrant instance of dis- 
advantage to RKO is at the Empire 
in the Bronx. This spot which RKO 
took over from Sidney Cohen, had 
been a consistent weekly winner 
for RKO for an average profit, or 
$1,000 to $1,500. Then Loew’s asked 
Franklin for the privilege of double 
featuring at the Loew’s Spooner in 
the same neighborhood. Was to 
have been for five weeks or so, Re- 
sult has been that the Empire is 
now in the red and, although the 
five-week period is up, Loew's is 
still double featuring. 

Another warring spot is in the 
Ohio territory, where Loew's com- 
promised with Franklin by granting 
RKO the privilege of picking the 
best of Loew's double feature films 
for RKO’s own spot in Columbus. 
In return, Loew’s is granted the 
privilege by RKO to continue dou- 
ble featuring there. 

The thing has been going for 
many months and always turns out 
the same way. RKO agrees, then 
squawks, and Loew’s continues. to 
do what it set out to do in the first 
place. 





RIVKIN-WOLFSON SET 


Culver City, June 12. 
Allen Rivkin and P. J. Wolfson 
have been given a one-year contract 
to write for Metro. 
Team has been at Metro on a 
week-to-week basis, just completing 





the script of ‘Dancing Lady.’ 














of complacency. At least that is 
the attitude of Wall street. 

Last week’s market had to absorb 
a good deal of bad news, particu- 
larly confessions from the railroads 
that several systems were hard 
pressed and would need aid. Legis- 
lative affairs were not very favor- 
able, with a revolt threatened in 
Congress on the President’s veter- 
ans’ economy policy. Germany de- 
clared a moratorium on its external 
debt and the dollar lost ground 
against foreign currencies, a not 
unmixed blessing since it involves 
many possible complications, in- 
cluding the flight of capital from the 
country. News from the steel in- 
dustry was unqualifiedly good, with 
a favorable tonnage report for May 
and a generally stiffening of prit¢es. 
General business news was hearten- 
ing, with the prospect that forth- 
coming quarterly reports will make 
very favorable reading after nearly 
four years of headaches. 

Exchanges report of the short 
position for May indicated a wave 
of new bear operations early in the 
month, followed by heavy covering 
with the oytstanding short account 
substantially unchanged from May 
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We offer you 


VAUDEVILLE 


for your theatre, no matter what its size, or 
where it is located in the U. S. and Canada 





on the following terms 


Class A Cities—5 acts of vaudeville—$250 a day total 
Class B Cities—5 acts of vaudeville—$150 “ “ “ 
Class C Cities—5 acts of vaudeville—$100 “ “ “ 


We are furnishing this type of entertainment to theatres all 
the way from Atlanta to Los Angeles and from San Francisco 
to Boston; to large houses and small, and to widely different 
types of audiences, such as the Roxy, New York; the Fox, 
St. Louis; the State, Long Beach, (Cal.); the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton; the Paramount, Los Angeles; and dozens of others. 


Name your theatre, name your town, tell us your open dates— 
and we'll do the rest, PROMPTLY! 


F. & M. STAGESHOWS, Inc. 


1560 Broadway, New York City 
(A Subsidiary of Fanchon & Marco, Inc.) 
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Marco's Localized 


Operation of Par 


In LA. a Staggerer for Chains 


—_—_—_— 4 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Here on the coast and in the lo- 
cal Paramount theatre, the industry 
as a whole, and Parmount particu- 
larly, has its most crying example 
of the difference between localized 
operation by showmen who know 
how, as against a chain system that 
tried to operate by telephone, tele- 
gram and general swivel-chair mile- 
age. 

In the 14 weeks, since March 2, 
that the Par theatre has been oper- 
ated by Marco, of Fanchon & 
Marco, it has paid in to the Par 
company 70% more film rental than 
the company had received for a like 
period previously. Films are on 


Attendance under Marco's local- 
ized operation has increased 500% 
at a time when general condition 
reports around the country would 
indicate a lowered general attend- 
ance. This, under a tariff of 25-40c, 
as prevailing among coast deluxers 
generally. Biggest thing is that 
grosses have doubled, jumping 100% 
from an average weekly take of 
$9,500 to somewhere between $17,000 
and $19,000. 

This comeback is the biggest talk 
on the coast. So much so that in- 
dications have been that about 
everybody is now trying to swipe a 
piece of the pie, even Fox-West 
Coast 

Combo House 

The whole thing has given the 
die-hard proponent of the chain 
theatre system and the strictly film 
minded theatre operators something 
to think about, because Marco oper- 
ated the spot as a combination stage 
show and picture spot. 

The curious part of the thing and 
its localized operating angle is that 
the only time the house ever paid 
before was likewise when Marco 
had something to do with the opera- 
tion, some three years ago, when it 
was in the F-WC fold and Marco 





UNIONS SECURE PAY OF 
COHEN’S $900 BOUNCER 


A bad check charge against Er- 
nest J. Cohen, operator of the West 
End theatre, upper New York com- 
bo house, was settled out of court 
after the exhib had been arrested 
and released in $500 bail in the 
West 54th street court on complaint 
of the [ATSE No. 1 and Local 306 
of the M. P. Operators union. Set- 
tlement came when Cohen paid off 
the $900 in full for the booth and 
stage crew. House is now dark. 

Rubien & Bregoff who acted for 
the unions in this matter also ar- 
gued the No. 306 injunction motion 
against B. S. Moss on the Alden 
theatre, Jamaica, L. I. ouster mat- 
ter when Moss substituted an Em- 
pire crew for the 306 boothmen. 
Justice Ingraham has reserved de- 
cision. 





WB Chicago Houses Not 


Closing for Summer 


Chicago, June 12. 
Reported shutdown of all Warner 
theatres here over the summer is 
denied by James Coston. Avalon is 
closed to permit mechanical repairs 
to its cooling apparatus and the 
Shakespeare, small nabe house, may 
g0 into camphor for the heat. 
Otherwise, a general closing over 
the summer is not contemplated. 


10c Book Tickets 


Minneapolis, June 12. 
Some of the local neighborhood 
theatres, which are supposed to 
have a minimum admission charge 
of 15c or 25c, according to their 
film contracts, are selling ticket 
books at the rate of 10c a ticket. 
Complaints of contract evasions 
have been received by some of the 
exchanges here and are being in- 
vestigated. 


Gutman Shorts 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Henry Gutman has taken space at 
Alexander Bros. studio to produce 
& series of novelty shorts. 
First is titled ‘Forgotten Hands,’ 
and will be directed by Richard Le- 








Borg, 





O’HARA GOES FREE 


State Couldn’t Convict Union Or- 
ganizer of Murder 








Chicago, June 12. 

State couldn't prove aie case 
against Ralph O'Hara, organizer of 
the Motion Picture Operators Union 
who shot -Fred Oser, union rebel. 
O'Hara's self-defense plea won him 
an acquttal after a trial of only a 
few hours, when the presiding judge 


instructed the jury to bring in a 
not guilty verdict. 
Widow of Oser swooned and 


loudy lamented the state of justice 
as O’Hara walked out of court a 
free man, Trial after several post- 
ponements came up about three 
months after the killing in union 
headquarters. 


PIC BALLYHOO TOO OPEN 
FOR L.A. DOWNTOWNERS 


Los Angeles, June 12, 


Curb of promiscuous street the- 
atre advertising through use of 
banners and flags on _ principal 
downtown thoroughfares is ex- 
pected to follow as a result of the 
lengths to which some of the house 
operators are going currently in 





exploiting their shows. Straight 
out-and-out advertising is used 
primarily on the banners, with 


Broadway, Hill and Main streets in 
sections on the appearance of a 
holiday decoration, 

Warners’ Downtown has banners 
and flags for half a block in all di- 
rections from Hill and Seventh 
streets. President has a _ lavish 
display of advertising banners sus- 
pended over the car tracks on 
Broadway, and on Main street; the 
California, with an _ out-and-out 
sexer, has also gone the limit in 
‘decorating’ that thoroughfare. 


Police dept. has been wiHling to 
co-operate with the theatres by 
permitting street decorations for 
semi-civic events or outstanding 
screen or stage attractions, but has 
always insisted that the decora- 
tions must at no time take on the 
nature of straight advertising. 

This ruling is being violated so 
strongly currently that a ban on 
such type of advertisiing is being 
seriously considered. 


Indie Producers Don’t Aid 
By Late Selling Season 


An early bird harvest of bookings 
figured as reapful through major 
companies delaying this year’s sell- 
ing season is proving a delusion for 
indie producers. Reason is the ex- 
hibs won't bite. 

Getting underway: in May and 
June, instead of July as the official 
sales opening month agreed upon 
among the majors; the indies found 
themselves up against a wall. Ex- 
hibs just refuse to book indie prod- 
uct until they get a line on big com- 
pany offerings. 

Indies have learned that even if 
the majors put the season back to 
December indie exhibs will still 
wait, and continue to regard their 
namesake producers as providers of 
filler and emergency material, 











F-WC PAR GROSS DRIVE 


Only Twe Districts Behind in 4th 
Week of ‘Dollars and Sense’ 








Los Angeles, June 12. 


Standings at the close of the 
fourth week of the Fox-West Coast 
‘dollars and sense’ biz drive found 
six of the eight districts registered 
at over par, with only Will Stegge’s 
Montana division and the Nick Tur- 
ner division in Northern California 
failing to reach the profit quota, 

After holding first place for the 
first three weeks of the drive, Dick 
Spier’s metropolitan district (Irisco) 


was displaced by George Bowser's 
Beach division, which moved into 
top position from second place 
First three individual houses in 
the standing column were the St. 
Francis, Frisgo, A. A. Erickson, 


mer.; Loew's State, L. A., Ray Deu- 
sern, mer.; California, San Diego, 
tert Naus, mir 


Huffman’s Legit House 


Denver, June 12. 


Harry Huffman, manager of the 
Orpheum and owner of five other 
film houses here, has formed the 
Broadway Amusement Enterprises, 
composed of himself, Harold Wilbur, 


attorney, and Arthur Jacobson, 
jeweler, They have leased the 
Broadway, long the home of legit 


in Denver, from the Cosmopolitan 
Hotel company, owner of the prop- 
erty. 


During the past several years the 
Broadway has been more or less a 
lemon, 


OPEN SUNDAY 
UPHELD IN 
KANSAS 





Kansas City, June 12. 


Sunday films in Kansas scored a 
victory when the state supreme 
court dismissed an appeal in which 
the Fox-West Coast theatres had 
obtained an injunction to prevent 
enforcement of a Hutchison city 
ordinance, 

The district court had held that 
the Hutchison ordinance against 
Sunday picture theatres was dis- 
criminatory in that it excluded 
from its operations an amusement 
park in the city. 

Under the dismissal order the 
city ordinance remains inoperative 
and the Sunday shows may be con- 
tinued, 


L.A. SUBSEQUENT RUNS 
BREAK ONE-PIC PLEDGE 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Four additional downtown sub- 
sequent run pic houses, all in the 
Principal-Gumbiner-Cohen pool, 
resumed dual features the middle 
of last week, marking the first 
united break in the single picture 
program front since it became gen- 
eral in Southern "California a little 
more than a month ago. Houses 
reverting to double bills are the 
Tower, Rialto, Palace and_ the 
Cameo, 

Tower's dual policy is for one 
week only, as the house goes into 
first runs (15) showing United 
Artists and sloughing Metro prod- 
uct, released by Fox West Coast 
because the circuit is overboard on 
features. Cameo resumed the duals 
two weeks ago, and after six days 
resumed a single pic policy with 
the showing of ‘Rasputin,’ then go- 
ing back to doubles, 


U Takes Musical Shorts 


E. M. Glucksman has obtained a 
Universal release for the product of 
his New York shorts producing 
company, Metrotone. U has taken 
his first release of 13 musical one- 
reelers and an option on a second 
non-musical series. 

Glucksman’'s first two-reeler, 
which sold the whole release to U, 
comprises mostly vaude talent and 














runs in variety show fashion, Cast 
includes Joe Laurie, Jr.; Hugh 
Oo’Connell, William O'Neal, Ann 


Lester and Ethel Cole 





How decentralization, receiver- 
ship and other angles have shifted 
the country’s theatre map is indi 
cated by newly released figures from 
the Government through the Depart- 
ment of Commerce showing an 80% 
reduction almost in the number 
f producer-distributor controlled 
houses, 

Former figures gave the major 
‘ircuits control of something like 
2.300 houses before localized opera- 
tion and other items struck the biz, 





Operation Most 


Publix Now Sees Local Partnership 


Effective — Gong 


Along Those Lines in New Layouts 








COAST TARIFF TILT 


Loew’s State, L. A. Going To 55c— 
Paramount There Not Yet Set 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Mike Marco is due back from 
New York June 20. He went east 
two weeks ago to confer with Jack 
Partington, his partner in Partmer 
Corp., operators of the Paramount 
here, regarding plans for next sea- 
son, and also to line up name acts 
for F&M coast dates. 
Upon Marco's return, decision is 
expected to be reached as_ to 
whether the Paramount will tilt its 
b. o. tariff, to compete with Loew's 
State, which jumps to a 55c top (22) 
when Ted Fiorito and band open a 
two week's engagement, 


LAWYER WITH MOTIONS 
AGAINST PP TRUSTEES 


Laying low for a few weeks, with 
trustees of Paramount Publix be- 
ginning to believe certain minority 
erneditor lawyers had given up, two 
new motions were filed in the Fed- 
eral Courts last week. 


Both were registered by Samuel 
Zirn, who represents Chicago bond- 
holders of Par. He has been the 
stormiest among creditor attorneys 
in the Par equity and bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

On one motion, Zirn asked leave 
to appeal from the decision of 
Judge Caffey, last handed down in 
the Par matter, and to restrain PP 
trustees from reorganization, any 
settlement of claims with banks or 
other major acts alleged not in the 
best interests of the bondholders. 
This was heard in the Circuit Court 
of Appeals yesterday (Monday). 


“Once before the Circuit Court de- 
nied a minority stockholder a re- 
straining order on the ground that 
the rights of stockholders were 
jeopardized and that stockholders 
had not been consulted in filing of 
the Par voluntary petition. 
Removal Motion 


Zirn’s other motion is an order 
to show cause, returnable tomorrow 
(14) before Judge Coleman in the 
U. S. District Court, why the pres- 
ent trustees of PP should not be 
disqualified and Henry K. Davis re- 
moved as referee in bankruptcy due 
to bias, 

At first trying to upset the equity 
receivership in Par on grounds an 
involuntary petition had preference, 
Zirn and other attorneys later tried 
to disqualify Adolph Zukor and 
Charles D. Hilles as receivers. Fail- 
ing in this, attempt was made to set 
aside the Par voluntary bankruptcy 
adjudication, also on grounds of in- 
voluntary priority. Leave to appeal 
through the Circuit Court takes in 
these matters. 

Zirn’s attempt to remove Referee 
Davis from the’? proceedings arises 
out of futile attempts to be heard 
at the first creditors’ meeting to 
elect trustees and at the subsequent 
meeting when Charles E. Richard- 
son was chosen to succeed Louis J. 
Horowitz. At both Zirn and other 
lawyers merely were permitted to 
go on the record entering their ob- 











jections, Referee Davis indicating 
they had recourse through the 
courts. 








sround two years ago and since 





Only 600 Chain Houses Left 


Figures on Changes—300 Indie Circuits 
Have 4,500 Houses 


Now the producer-distrib control of 
theatres is put by the government 
is limited to around 600 theatres, 
Just how the cut-down is made 
isn’t given, Figures are as of June 
l It is indicated that there are 
some 300 independent circuits op- 
‘rating in the country controlling an 
i.verage of 15 theatres each, or in 
the aggregate 4,500 houses. This is 
»ut of a total of 19,311 theatres, or 
sround 27% of the country’s spots. 
(The 19,311 figure may not be ac- 


epted by the trade.) 


Partnership operation of all Pub- 
lix theatres, as the most economical 
and the most effective, is favored in 
the rehabilitation of the circuit. 
This may even go so far as to in- 
clude the New York and Brooklyn 
Paramounts, in line with a policy 
which would indicate that Para- 
mount or its theatre subsidiary, 
Publix, would not directly continue 
in the field of operation. 

Aside from the reported desire of 
the theatre reorganization commit- 
tee in Par to set up partnerships 
all over the country where not now 
existing, there seems to be magnan- 
imous accord in other quarters in 
Par and Publix, notably among the- 
atre men, that this is the desirable 
thing to do, 

This is based largely on what re- 
sults have been generally’ since 
Publix increased its partnerships 
throughout the States last summer, 
whittling its directly-operated units 
about 50%. 

Local Operator 


Right now Publix is making part- 
nérships over individual situations, 
in numerous cases lining them up 
over only one house. In most cases 
the partnerships are with a local 
operator who may have a house or 
two and through operation of the 
Publix theatre as well, does better 
both for himself and Publix. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Par’s realty 
chieftain, is proceeding on partner- 
ships on the theory of the personal 
angle on operation. This is based 
on the assumption that a man 
locally, with the theatre, whether 
Publix or his own, will give it better 
care and attention. 

A few cases in point are notable 
when results of former home office 
or lecal Publix operation is com- 
pared to showing made under part- 
nerships. 

Recently Publix set up a partner- 
ship over the Quirk, at Fulton, N. ¥., 
a small theatre, with Myron Bloom, 
local exhibitor, in control of the 
Happy Hour. This is a small up- 
state town which would not have 
been considered under last sum- 
mer’s localized operating policy. 
While Publix had been losing money 
consistently at the Quirk, Fulton, 
for the first four weeks under the 
partnership arrangement with Bloom 
in full charge the profit has been 
$1,500. 

No Interference 

Another notable partnership is 
that which governs over the Rialto, 
New York, with Arthur Mayer the 
boss and, as in other partnerships, 
no interference by the home office. 
The new policy is not to trouble 
partners unless they’re starting to 
run away with the theatre or thea- 
tres. The Publix-Mayer partnership 
is on a 50-50 basis, with the rent fig- 
ured as 12% of the gross. There's 
been only one losing week since 
Mayer went in. 

Theatre reorganization commit- 
tee, working in behalf of the 
trustees for Paramount Publix and 
Publix Enterprises, is handling 
partnership matters. Its first, 
through trustees, was worked out 
last week with Louis Marcus over 
Publix-Salt Lake. Those in work 
include a partnership with John 
Balaban over the Kunsky-Publix 
bunch in Detroit. 

Through N. L. Nathanson’s elec- 
tion to presidency of Famous Play- 
ers Canadian, operation of that 
group is now in the hands of 
Nathanson locally and J. J. Fitz- 
gibbon, division manager, formerly 
under close h.o. supervision, and 
John Balaban, Fitzgibbon went on 
the FPC board with Nathanson’s 
re-induction into the company. 

Question of Balaban & Katz in 
Chicago, still under h. 0. supervision, 
does not appear anywhere definite, 
though it was reported a partner- 
ship arrangement would be worked 
»ut with Barney Balaban. On going 
into Detroit, John would leave 
3. & K. entirely. 

New England, certain midwestern 
szroups, F. & R. and Netco (upstate 
New York and Staten Island) are 
among the major units remaining 
under Publix’s h.o. aegis. 


Ed Smith in Boston 


kid Smith, well known in theatre 
operating ranks, is bound by car 
from Los Angeles to Boston to as- 


sume an operating post for Publix. 
He will probably have charge of 
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VARIETY Tuesday, June 13, 1933 


N ON THIS ON 


‘When you see that 20 toot python coil himself 
‘around “and around.*%. the native “7. and you watch 


ti Y* 


their fight-to-a-finish, THAT’S BOX-OFFICE! 











When you see the huge jaws of the killer-shark snap: 
down on the terrified boy, THAT'S BOX-OFFICE! 


- See teed 
AS APA EE INTER 5 eben HOE (PEE os ate ge Set Lge Re Mette 
a? testes hts 08 Not. aso. abt ie sa aaa . 2 Soe 


When you see the struggle-to-the-death of the eight 
‘armed octopus and the killer-shark, mighty tentacles 
‘against giant teeth, THAT’S BOX-OFFICE! 


\When you see that girl dive into the deep, and watch 
her fight the killer-shark, side-by-side with her mate, 
ITHAT’S BOX-OFFICE... ALL OVER! 


“AND ==: when you post that ticket-selling paper, run 
those ticket-selling ads, and use that ticket- selling 
exploitation campaign that shrieks “IN. SAMARANG 
IT 1S LAW_THAT LOVERS MUST LIVE../OR PERISH. 
TOGETHER, you'll know what BOX- -OFFICE MEANS! 





Then you can shout so all the world can hear 


SAMARANG, THE BELL...AND HOW! 
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‘Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with 
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CALENDAR OF CUR 





Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Studios: Pathe Studios, 
New York, N. Y. 


Culver City, Cal. 


Allied 


Eleventh Commandment, The. From. the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 20. 

Intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan, 25. 


Rev. April 25. 
Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y¥ 


Chesterfield 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich .Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. 
June 6 


A girl's attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Re.} June 15. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, ° Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. ¥. 

Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24, 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. Rev. June 6. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack, | Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer... 67 mins. Rel. March 24. 

Child of Manhattan. .Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John. Boles. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 


Circus Queen. Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.” Adolphe Menjou, 


Il Have Lived. 
Page, Ailen Vincent, 


Greta Nissen. Dir, Roy William Neill. 66 mins. Rel, April 10. . Rev. 
May 9. 
Cocktail Hour. Girl illustrator narrowly escapes missing the right man. Bebe 


Daniels, Randolph Scott. 
5. Rev. June 6. 
Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler: 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4 
Rev. Jan. 17. ; 
Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan, 20 
Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev.: Mar, 14. 
Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and. his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—miysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. ' ' 
Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir; Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins, Rel. Jan. 20, Rev, Mar, 14. 
Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 
be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs ' Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost. Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Victor Schertzinger. 73 mins, Rel. June 


Interpolations by 


Mar. 4, Rev. April 11. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 

- faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 58 mins, Rel. May 26, 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. Rel. Mar. 3 


Soldiers ‘of the Storm. The first film featuring the U. S. Border Patrol and 
the part played by planes. Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. Rev. May 23 

So This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel. Feb, 24. 
Rev: April 25. 


State Trooper. Original. Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 


The Woman | Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering ‘overlord of thé dil fields who 


outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray, Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins. Rel. Feb. 19, 


unique situa- 

tions.. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker, Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 ‘mins. 
Rel. May 5, : 

When Strangers Marry. Drama against the menacing magic of the tropics. 
Jack Holt, Lilian Bond. Dir. Clarence Badger. 68 mins. Rel. March 20. 
Rev. May 30, 


Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl. 


‘Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 59 mins. Rel. March 14. 
Woman |! Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. 


. a a ffi 3 4 B d . 
First Division °%°°* Noo Youn’ Y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 
91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27 

Black Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
land, Gavin Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir, Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. 
July 15. 

Dassan. Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 
birds on ‘Penguin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 38 mins. and 51 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea, Dir, George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age by 
his sons, britigs them to their senses: June Clyde, William Collier, Jr., 


Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead; Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir, Richard 
Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel.. May 1. 

Jungle Bride. A murder suspect: is' shipwrecked; with his captors, in the 
jungles. Anita Page, Charles, Starrett. Dir. Harry Hoyt and Albert 
Kelly. 62 mins. Rel, May 25, \Rev. May 16. 


Love Is Like That. A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up in a couple 
' of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. John Warburton, Ro- 
‘chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 
Oliver Twist. The famous Charlés Dickens Classic. Dickie Moore, Irving 
Pichel,. William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lioyd; Barbara Kent. Dir. 
William Cowan. 74 mins. Rel. May.1, 

Secrets of Wu Sin.. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lois Wilson, Grant 
Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins, Rel. Jan, 15. 
Rev. Feb. 28 4Ger 

Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart- 
ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. June 15. 


Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. Evalyn 
Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 69 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Jan. 3. 


Thirteen men and women, twelve of whom recognize each 
find themselves gathered in the 
John 


Strange People. 
other as members of a murder jury, 
house of the murdered man, near midnight of a stormy night. 
Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale Hamilton. 64 mins. Rel. June 15, 


ios: . 4 : 321 . 44 - 
Studios: Burbank, First National Offices: 3 sane Cometh, “i 


Calif. 

Blondie Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 
Morris. Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 25. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess and 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel, April 15. Rev. May 9, 

Elmer the Great. Baseball story. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellis, Dir. Mervyn 
LeRoy. 64 mins. Rel. April 22, Rev. May 30 

Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth, 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. 
Cook. Jas. Murray. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 73 mins, 
Jan. 10. 

Grand Siam. A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. 


Warren William, 
74 mins. Rel. Feb. 11. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
Rel, Jan. 14. Rev 


Paul Lukas, Loretta 


Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell, Dir. William Dieterle. 67 mins 
Rel. March 18. 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Loretta Young. Rel. June 17. | 

Little ‘Giant; Tie. ‘Robinson as a chpmedy gangster. KE. G. Robinson, Mary 
Astor. “Dir. Roy ‘Del Ruth:' ‘70 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 30 
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These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state consorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 


fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 


will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies.: 


P-P Stock Deals 


(Continued: from page 21) 


Chicago circuit and the William A. 
Leach interests in Miami, 

Papers, identified. by, Kohn, plus 
testimony on the part. of the Par 
treasurer, revealed that Par made 
its deal with the Marks Bros. on 
Oct. 31, 1929, issuing to them 13,- 
239 shares of stock at $75 each, re- 
deemable between Noy, 1 and 10, 
1930. An additional 1,694 shares, 





guaranteed at the same figure, plus 


$140,000 in cash, went to David A. 
Warner, Chicago banker, for his in- 
terest in the Marks string. E. H. 
Rollins & Son, Chicago, controll- 
ing a minor interest in Marks, got 
$67,000 cash, 

In repurchasing the stock, Kohn 
revealed that Par paid $45 a share 
as a result of contention by Par 
that the Marks Bros. audit of their 
properties at the time of the buy 
was incorrect. Balance under the 
$75 guarantee reposes in Chicago 
vaults in escrow pending disposi- 
tion of litigation over the audit, 
claims and counter-claims arising 
out of the transaction. 

A block of this stock, amounting 
to 500 shares, was wiped out as a 
repurchase obligation at $45 a share 
through that amount having come 
into the hands of Leo Spitz, then 
associated with B. & K. who didn’t 
want to assert further claim. Spitz 
got the stock, Kohn believed, as 
fees for legal or other work in be- 
half of the Marks Bros. 

Marks’ Net Dropped 

Karnings of the Marks’ theatres 
for 22 months prior to Par take- 
over were $439,000. For the 14 
months’ period following P-P pur- 
chase net was $121,000. 

The Leach stock repurchase deal 
was in the acquisition of the 50% 
interest of the Leach family in 
Paramount Enterprises, Par-Publix 
having other 50%. A total of 11,- 
028 shares went to the Leach fami- 
ly and 275 to A, Y. Wylam, who was 
instrumental in creating deal, with 
agreement to repurchase between 
Oct. 1 and 10, 1930 at $80 a share. 

In addition to repurchasing this 
stock at the guaranteed figure, Par 
purchased dividends receivable of 
$505,000, a note for $67,000 and 
claims of Par Enterprises of $72,- 


000. Par Ent. subsid consisted of 
nine theatres in Miami (one an 
office building), two sites and a 


lease on the Bradford hotel. 

Subsidiary for the year 1928 
showed net cash earnings of $108,- 
000 and $195,000 for the first nine 
months of 1929. Falloff for the final 
three months of 1929 was to $38,500. 

At the time of the Par Ent. deal 
the Par stock was $73 and at date 
of repurchase, $48. 

Last week the number of exhibits 
in the P-P examination of officers 
(it’s been only Ralph Kohn so far) 
went over the 200 mark. 

Kohn resumes on the stand Fri- 
day (16) at 10 A. M. at which time 
trustees will complete the placing 
in evidence of certificates attesting 
to finance committee and board of 
director aproval of stock repurchase 
deals, a few of which, including 
Kunsky, Dent Theatres, William 
Morris Agency, Great States, Rick- 
ards & Nace and Hostettler cir- 
cuits, aré already in, 


RENT RELEASES 


_——— 
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Mind Readér, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 
Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11, 

Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
Resneer Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz, 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31, 
Rev. Jan, 17. 


Studio: Fox Hills, Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox New York, N Y, 

Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm, 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 23. 

After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rey, 
Mar. 21. 

Arizona to Broadway. James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel, 
June 23. 

Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Al. Sane 
tell. 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 25. 


Modern drama, 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. m 
ir, 


Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. 
Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 7. 


Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 


Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir, Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel, Feb, 3, 
Rev. Feb, 22. 

Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 
Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin, Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 16, 
Rev. Feb. 21. 

Five Cents a Glass. Love, music and beer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 


Rel. June 30. 

Hello Sister, Stage play. Jas, Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 
Rel. April 14. Rev. May 9. 

Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. 
David Butler. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Hot Pepper. Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLagien, 
Lupe Velez., Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins, Rel. Jan. 16. Rev. Jan, 24, 

Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Fran- 
cis Dillon., Rel. Mar. 3., Rev. April 25, 

{ Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. 


60 mings, 


Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir, 


Warner Baxter, 


Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry. King. Rel, June 9. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 66 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev, 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 26. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women, Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel, 
June 2. 

Life in the Raw. Western drama. Geo. O'Brien, Claire Trevor. Dir. Louisa 


King. Rel. June 16. 


Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24, Rev. April 4. 


Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 
George O’Brien. Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan, 1. Rev. Mar. 21, 


sailor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Hilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar, 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office into his heart, 


Sally Hilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O'Brien, Nell 
O'Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel, Feb. 17. 

State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir. 
Henry King. 98 mins. Rel. Feb, Rev. Jan. 31. 


Trick for Trick.,, Stage play of same title. 
Blane., Dir., Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins, Rel. April 21. 


Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners... Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produce 
tion.) Rev. May 16, 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P, 
R.'. April 28. Rev. May 2, 


Ralph Morgan, Victor Jury, Sally 


Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal, 
Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee, 
(Lasky production.) 


M4 Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates New York, N. Ve 


Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agenta 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan, Rel. Mar. 15. 


Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inheritance and 
almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess. Dir. Fred 


Newmayer. 
Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir, Phil Rosen. 


Rel. Feb. 23. 


Penal Code. Story of a boy's regeneration surmounting complications. 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar. 7. 


When © em. Coe Aico, arate. “oe * of he, Wem and some daring stage 
oldups an ast riding. om Tyler, Adel a le 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. i eee eee Se 


Regis 
62 mins, 


. sa Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City, 
Majestic New York City 


Cheating Blondes. Twin sisters tangled in a murder mystery. 


(Equitable. ) 


ogg le Rolfe Harold. Dir. Jos. Levering. 61 mins. Rel. April 4 
Cartel a Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel, 
Free Love. Rel. May 1. 

Gun Law. Vestern. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel, May 1, 
Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Paul Lukas, Leila 

Hyams. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. May. ; 


Trouble Busters. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. May 16. 


Vamoire Bat, The. A thriller, Lionel Atwill, Fay Wra Melv Dougla 
pa E. Demise Maude Eburne. Dir, Frank Btraver. Rel. i 2, 
v. Jan, 24, 


Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. 
Rel. Feb. 8. Rey. May 9. 


Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann. 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June. 


World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions 


Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin, 
Woman is framed for a crime to 


Evelyn Brent, 


Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar. 1. Rev. April 18. 
Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 4 Offices: 1600 Broadwa 
Holly wood, Cal. Mayfair New York, NV. 


Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils. Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff, 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. Rel, April 1. Rev. May 9. 

Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason, 


67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Mar, 28. 

Justice Takes a Holiday. Original. Father love drives a convict back t@ 
jail. H. B. W arner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris. Dir. Spencer Ben- 
nett. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. Rey. April 25, 

Revenge at Monte Carlo. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. Jose 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver, Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 
mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. 

Studios: Culver City Offi : 

2 ces: 1540 Broadway 
Calif. Metro New York, N. Ws 


Barbarian, The. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a princa, 
og Rag 4 Reginald Denny. Dir. Sam Wood. 80 mins. Rel. May 12 
el, y 16. 


Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 


correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. di ; ze Hill ins. 

Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24. e. Dir, George ill, 78 m 
Devil’s Brother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diavolo.’ Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 

King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. Dir. Hal Roach, 91 mins. Kel. 


May 65. 


Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 


Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. Mar. 10. Rev. Mar. 21. 
From an anonymd6us novel, 


Gabriel. Over the White House. 


. 5S. under 
a dictator. The U ) 





Dir. Greg- 


Walter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. 
Rev. April 4. 


ory La Cava. Rel, Mar, 31. 
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| Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, | Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudette e Bee 
~ } Jimmy Durante. Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. ut 
Rel. June 9. Rev. May 2. Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. % 
: Hold Your Man. A _ smart aleck crook who escapes everything but love. |Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna q 
| Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Sam Wood. Rel. June 30. Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 4 
: Lady of the Night. Night life in a great city. Loretta Young, Ricardo Cor- | Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. G 
| tez, Franchot Tone, Una Merkel. Dir. William Wellman. Rel. July 14. Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy la e at : ft 
i Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel, Feb. 17. : i 
ae the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. Clar- Rey. Mar. 14. ae 
1k ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2. e e l Offices: 11 West 42d St., e ' : 
ok Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and society. Principa New York, N. Y. } 
' Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Eilers, Eugene Palletté. Dir. Ww se? F 54 mins. 0 a S 00 : 
31, Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. Dev pte ~ ee gy te ny ee Vanderbilt’s expeditionary film. 9 
Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem 1n | jungle Gigil Tray toms. 55 mins. 
; 1940, Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Sel- ung ie 4 oe Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs 
Ve wyn. Rel. Feb. 17, Rev. March 14. Voodoo. Travel. Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, Chi o, June 12 
m, Nuisance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-chasing lawyer. Madge Evans, ‘White King of LaGonave.’ 4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15. cago, Jun . 
eran Dpseee, Sunes Butterworth, » Dir. Jack Conway. 94 mins. Rel. With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. Underwater exploration. 60 mins. Re) Balaban & Katz is out to entice 
J Outsider The As noe het aR surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold van. 3, Rev. Nov. 30. kids back into their theatres with 
Vv. u . . § 5 
Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins. Rel. Jan. 27. Studios: Hollywood, R.K.O. Radio Office: n.K.0. rk cheap prices, Starting Saturday 
el, Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, ‘ . Calif. Radio City, N.Y.C. | (10) the first day of the school va- 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. Rel. | Animal Kingdom, The. The man who could not distinguish between his wife| cation new cheap admissions for 
May 26. Rev. May 23. and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy, Dir. Edw. H. | piag went into effect. 
ne Griffith. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 3. Henceforth the Chicago theatre 





Ethel ant! Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, —_ 











a | 133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 27. Bh ny a f adie : > del cate anemia: Tieieetiies Meeiicne an 
P } i i ° Ss d's st lay. Exiled royalty returns for ristopher rong. rom Frankau play. tory of a daring English avia- - , 
} wn 9 hPa meng a cong ny etencrn a Diana, Wynyard, "yrank Horgan. Dir. trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. Dir. Dorothy Ars- | holidays will be ignored, the price 
“ . Sidney Franklin. Rel. June 16. Rev. May 2. Raa v oo — Mar. <1. _ Mar, 14. : Indian tribe to [remaining fixed at all times. At the i 
| Secret of Madame Bianche, The. Based on Martin Brown's play “The Lady.’ plomaniacs, e. eeler and Voolsey are sent by an Indian tribe tO|/same time the Oriental, United 1 
m f sone oe Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. opm Loy Mays Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm. Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. Artists, Roosevelt, McVickers in the q 
3. ; ev. Feb. 7. . ; agi Pee loop and the neighborhood deluxers Pi 
{ , oe t hearer, Clark Gable. Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
j etait, Pye Te ae Se yay. eb a, tae. Sept. é Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel, Jan. 27. Rev.|such as Tivoli, Uptown, Marbro, : 
“4 i Strange Rhapsody. Love story with a background of Sarajevo and the assas- June 6. ete., will let youngsters through the ‘ 
: i sination which precipitated the World War. Based on the Hungarian Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns | barriers for 1( cents straight. te 
play of the same title. Nils Asther, Kay Francis, Walter Huston. Dir. palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir, J. Walter Expo's Nickel Da i 
he Richard Boleslavsky. Rel. July 7. Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. y a 
, : = , Several motives prompted this : 
Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press ‘ 
ae 4 ’ crawford. Gary Coaper. eDir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. Rev. agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava.| nolicy on the part of Balaban & 1 
{ i a8 Ki : gem — es" ts — — yA red in the wilds and creates Kats. Desire to get the family trade 4 
‘e s ted in the beer racket. ng ong. riginal. -foot ape is c ure n I i: 
bopag ee, -lhe = aaniljen, Own hawand Seaewion. 64 havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt. | DY Making it cheaper for parents to ua 
| mine. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14 Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. peng ere yr brood at night was ay 
4 , : tian , rw ; ;' tor. Another was to meet the th 
° i 1 as hel ’ Broadw success. Ann | Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men, Bill Boyd, Wm. /one fac 
4 ee a oc aR a bl Ig ay Dir. Harry Beaumont. Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Merian C, Cooper. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. | World’s Fair competition, especially . 
: Rel. June 23. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. ee a with the latter adopting a ‘nickel 
White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford nove). Helen Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. unior Durkin, | qay’ policy for kids every Friday. 
. Hayes, Clark Gable.. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14, ; iis — Bhs ay a Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins. Adult prices are unaffected. 
istli the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in whic . . oe ° . 
es ae wrher is kidnapped and forced to plan « murder | Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery stcry of a hoodooed eharm. C, 
: : himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. Aubrey Smith, Ivan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 56 . = 
, Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. mins. Rel. Jan. 13. Rev. June 6. Highlifing Old Westerns 
No Other Woman. Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 
‘Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Monogram Office: 723 Seventh Ave., the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 58 mins. 
| Hollywood, Cal. 4 New York, N. Y. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31. By Patch and by Sound 
Breed of the Border. Western in which an auto racer turns cowboy. Bob |Our Betters. From Maugham’s play. English high society. Constance Ben- 
} Steele, Marion Byron. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 53 mins. Rel. Mar, 1. Bott, oe Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
ep. le 


Rev. May 16. 
: Hidden Valley. A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob |Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her R ' Hollywood, June 12, 
Steele, Gertrude Messenger. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 57 mins. Rel. Jan. }. son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. e-shaping of old silent westerns 
Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story. Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. May 2.|tu fit them for present day audi- 
Lloyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins. Rel, Feb. 28. Rev. April 18. Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet’s in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os-|ences is becoming a common prac- 


Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis lg aa E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev.|/tice. Denver Dixon has obtained a 
Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth. 60 e ae large can of ancient sage operas 
mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb. 14. Scarlet River, Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy starring Buddy Roosevelt and Buf- 

Trailing North. Texas ranger gets far from home, but gets his man. Bob bb eage Roscoe Ates. Dir. Otto Brown. 64 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. Rev.) 0010 pin Je. Gad te Secon 
Steele, Doris Hill. Dir, J. P. McCarthy. 75 mins. Rev. June 6. ra A 0. pee fines Egy Pave c— 

f re. Romance in the tropics. Betty Compson, Weldon Hey- | Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope ’ 

West eee Al Rev. a3 mins. Rel. Sao 31. Rev. April4. . Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins. Sound recording and other neces- 

ons sane thieneus Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. sary work is being done on a co-op 

Studios: 5851 Marathon St., ces: roadway, Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. Lionel Barry- | basis. Pictures are released 

Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N. Y. more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir, John Cromwell. 77 mins. Rel. | three or four reels to take the ae 


Bedtime Story, A. Original. Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, Agen 36. Rev. ar. Ss. of a second feature in theatres not 


Norman Taurog. 85 | Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story 











cdw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. 
mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. April 25. of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- playing double bills. 
Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- a Se Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. William Steiner who made a 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. eb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8. three-reel western from old clips, 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 10. United Artist Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., filming tie-in scenes, didn’t like the 
Coliege Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arlen, Mary Carl- s New York, N. Y.|/ completed pic and shelved it. He 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggels. Rel, June 30. Hallelujah, I'm a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’|has now started on another, with 
Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- Jack Perrin and Ben Corbett in the 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb, 14. cast and Bennett Coh ai ti 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb, 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 1 Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller’s best seller about his $ eS 
Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze, 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23. a 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24. Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in Surprise Profit 
Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 74 mins, Rel. Jan. 
War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 21. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. Perfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, a 
Farewell to Arms. Hemmingway’s nove) of war on the Italian front. Helen Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. San Francisco, June 12. 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. Fox-West Coast is taking bids on 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec, 13. Samarang. Love amid the pear] divers in Malaysia. Native cast. Dir. Ward|a bronze plaque for Bob Sharp, 
From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by + oe Shee. re Wing. 60 mins, Rel. June 23. manager of the Fox in Richmond 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole mbar ac ts.. Sta lay. M i f p J 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21. “© Ceerete k 3 A tr Ped er mete from ‘ee Baer ane paytente net For first time since the house was 
to know. ary Pickford, slie Howard. ir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. opened, and for nu e t 
Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. Dir. Louis Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. — of 4 u% apparent reason, 
Gasnier, Max Marcin. Rel. June 23. Yes, Mr. Brown. Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna, Jack Buchanan, ouse showed a profit on the week. 
Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 69 mins. |It was $50. 
dolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. No date set. 
Girl in 419, The. Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. Jas. Dunn, Gloria | Studlo: Universal City, ; Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 
Stuart, David Manners. Dir. George Sommes, Alexander Hall, 65 mins. Calif. Universal New York, N. Y. BEAUT STUFF TIE-IN 
} Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. Be ine veatnt cmnene- seats. Love story unfolded in scenic tae 
§ Love That Man. (Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Edmund Lowe, swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins, Rel. 
) Nancy Carroll, Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 74 mins. Rel. June 9. Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. RKO Goes pa Snarente ae The- 
International House. Farcé comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fields, | 8ig Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. we See 
Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin, Sari Maritza, Burns and Allen ,Cab Callo- Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir. Kurt ————- 
way. Dir. Eddie Sutherland. 68 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. May 30. Neumann, 78 mins. Rel. Mar, 3. Rev. May 16. Tie-in which RKO has made to do 
Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila | Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautical | the picking of the ‘Miss New York 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. Dir. George Stevens. City’ candidate for the Atlantic City 
Jennie Gerhardt. From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney, Donald Cook Mot, Seren 36. Mev. Apes 1. B ty P t, is slated t t 
Mary Astor. Dir. Marion Gering 95 mins Rel June “6 * | Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific, Pat SAR y 2 AgSSR, SS Cees Oey Wee 
; a : = J 7 O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar, 2, |der way July 3. Aim is to have over 
King + bee a ne Ray mend story. , Sumter et Pt ae Dee. Dirs. Hum- Rev. April 11. 70 foreign-language papers in and 
e -Marcin, : se. Y . 28. 
Sims MGs “ume aeies aie eens Wc Mee ed Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life of F. D. Roosevelt.|around New York City co-operate 
y’s Profession, A. tory by na cox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- Screen ‘tecture by Edwin C. Hill. Special release. Rev. April 11. by publishing entry blanks and ac- 


querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman _ : 
MacLeod Rel. oar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of their | cepting applications from contest- 
loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. Dir. Arthur Rosson. ants representing around 30 nation- 









Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21 


Sign of the Cross, The. Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of ; , , 
Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor.| will receive expenses to Atlantic 


Roman persecution of the Christians. Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, |Out All 


Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard. : 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. p alities. # 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. ee Se a Ee ee © circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt.|  pesiges what RKO can tle up : 

Mur in th . : ili . s L Miller. D ortman., reels. el. June 18. ‘ : a 

“argely hela to Pyne he Bh “Gnas. Ruggion, Lionel Atwill, Gail| King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. John | With the regular American-language + § 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland: Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. Murray Anderson. 9 reels. es gy 18. ws 1 ait’ cole tainds ea sf 

M i Ri . Wes 4 aylor. ir. llen. . Jan. ; 1y, | Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy semi-finals will start July <4, . yy 

ww *-"y 6. a omtere, Bom Tegien, Dee. Adee Sek cam. 3. Bev Carroll, Paul Lukas, fo ge Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale.|at RKO’s 36 metropolitan area s if 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ Clark Gable, ee. Fe oe MY, ey houses. 1’ 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. December | Laughter In Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. Special nationality nights are 2 im 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12, Rev. Jan. 17, planned for the theatres, with the ee 

Pick Up. (Schulbere.) A girl of th service station sheik. Sylvia | Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a i iS es. 

ae a Rote: Dir. Se ae ee ee si. ev. Mar. 28. man and his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. aoe to be held some time in Au ; tf 
s we rus — 3 ¢ t 

Bhe Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, |Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. . , yr a= 
Noah Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan, 27. Rev. Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan, 10. The girl selected as the winning : # 
Feb. 14. Nagana. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank, | Candidate will represent New York eS 

21. City in the beauty pageant. She . i= 
Pe 
ya ; 








Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 118 mins. Regu- Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. City and for the duration of her 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. Private Jones. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the| stay at the pageant, to which she 
Seng of the Eagle. Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. Chas. war. Lee Tracy, Donald Cook, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell Mack. 70] wij] be accompanied by a chaperon 7 
Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian, Dir. Ralph Murphy. mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. ee ‘itl : ; § 
65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2. Rebel, The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol. Vilma Banky, Luig 
Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner’s ‘Sanctuary.’ The story Trenker, Victor Varconi. (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin WYN’ 
of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. Knopf. Rel. June 1. LE S NEW SERIES 4 
) Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. Rome Express, The. British made. (Grand Hotel ona French train. Esther Hollywood, June 12. HY 
i Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. .%5 mins. Rev. Feb. 28, Louis Lewyn resumes production i 
“ non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- | Rystiers’ Roundup, The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. Dir.|next week on the second shorts 5 
‘} lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. a1. Henry Mackhae. 56 mins. Rel, Mar. 16. ; series of ‘H< lly wood on Parade,’ re. k 
i Sunset Pass. Zane Gray western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, Kathleen | Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, leased by Paramount Lewyn will ; 
i Burke. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins, Rel, Feb. 2 Rev. do 12 fe the Par '33 194 “i = ae 
; yy ) ar dd- « TORT. e 
i Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, Feb. 14. Motic Picture Rel + a : 1 ps ; 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir, Victor Halperin. 65 ow I (Continued « ave 32 Picky eg Bilge ug = ante. 4 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. ! ontinued on page 32) , ticipates in the profits, p 
" . 
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David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier, 

Hollywood 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1, Rev. Oct. 26. . 

Yer Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilheim 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel Oct. 9. 

Continued f age 6 Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir, 
ss cinemas gree ih Now Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4, . 
studio decides Elizabeth Allen is (Continued from page 31) ead So mine. chek Oct. (Germen) Prmew- Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter, 
the type and Miss Jordan, who won ° ° ‘ 
‘ ‘ ,r ¢ AUSse > . M 1 ad tures of a newlyrich | Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Viasta 
~ ow il poten " because of her | They Fu Hy, SA eg eae Phe be. ‘Edw. “Lodwig. 71 mins. Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12, 
ee ees Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14. Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert, 

ho. Wale’ feasi Mew York Offices: 321 W. 44th St Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan, 15, Rev. Jan. 24, 

0} alker, ron e OrK | $tudios. Burbank. ces: ° . G : mos somenas Gammet V 
legit, eis his first picture break in cat. _ Warner Brothers New York, N.V. |Dor Schwartne, Hussor rete), (er meltiee 1 Rev ana Vela 
Monogram’s ‘Skyway. Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage stnkes a snag. Bette Davis, Gene Ray- Bie Biumantrae ven intehen Cleland Gees, Gomiete. tenete Mon 

Sa mond, Frank McHugh. Dir. Robert Florey. 67 mins. Rel. April 8. ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12, 


Salvage Films 

George Merrick, Lester Scott and 
Dudley Blanchard have c’ ped into 
the stock libraries and come out 
with ‘Memories,’ a semi-historical 
picture of Hollywood’s past film 
celebs. At least a half dozen such 
features and twice as many shorts 
have been made from old clips in 
the last two months. 


Words Without Music 

Last day’s work on ‘The Deluge’ 
at KBS was marked by a run-in 
between Felix Feist, Jr., directing, 
and Sam Bischoff, producer. Latter 
kicked because Feist called eight 
extras for a scene for which he 
considered extras not necessary. 
There had been considerable tiffing 
between the two during the making 
of the picture. 








J. J. Milstein is at Santa Fe, 
N. M., representing Metro in its suit 
seeking to restrain the State of New 
Mexico from enforcing a law re- 
cently passed that throws all film 
+ ia open to competitive bid- 

ing. 





Universal is dickering with Irving 
Cummings to meg ‘Giant Plane.’ 
Paul Lukas stars. 





Universal wants Belasco and Cur- 
ran to release Alice White from the 
coast company of ‘Dinner at Bight,’ 
now in San Francisco, so actress 
can go into U’s ‘The Orchid Lady.’ 





At Metro to direct ‘Stranger’s Re- 
turn,’ King Vidor is dickering with 
the studio to meg another, ‘Oh, 
Pioneer,’ Willa Cather novel. 





ne Frances Fuller Set 

After Paramount execs ogled the 
rushes of ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 
they took up the option on Frances 
Fuller’s contract, given her only 
two weeks ago. 





Metro is after Benn W. Levy to 
return here from England for the 
screen adaptation of ‘The Fountain,’ 
George Morgan’s novel. 





Metro wants Jacques Duval to 
adapt ‘Prisoner of Zenda.’ 


Ralph Like and Willis Kent 
started production last week on ‘Her 
Splendid Folly,’ first of a series of 
$20,000 features. 








Tenney Wright, production man- 
ager for KBS, returns to Warners 
to replace Edward Eberle, now with 
Twentieth Century. 





Sam and Bela Spewack have com- 
pleted ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ at Metro 
and are now on the ‘Auctioneer’ 
script, 





Lioyd to England 

Although Frank Lloyd will leave 
within a few weeks to inspect Eng- 
land for possible locale for ‘Tale of 
Two Cities,’ the Dickens opus may 
be largely filmed at Fox Movietone 
City, no final decision having been 
reached. 


Petition before L. A. Superior 
court for the approval of a contract 
hetween Rex Amend, 19, and Oliver 
Morosco whereby the juve would get 
a sliding weekly wage of from $200 
to vig between his first pic and the 
fourth. 


Alleging that a circus horse 
wrecked his auto and injured him 
while driving along the street, Ar- 
nold Reneau is suing the Al G. 
Barnes circus, the Al G. Barnes 
Amusement Co., and two employes 
for $25,250. 





Warners contemplates moving its 
radio station KFWB from the pres- 
ent location in Warner Theatre 
bldg., to the Sunset Blvd., studios 
to utilize waste space at the now 
almost disused plant. 





‘Wild Boys of the Road’ and 
‘Footlight Parade’ started today (12) 
at Warners. Richard Barthelmess, 
Joan Blondell and Aline McMahon 
reported back for work. 


Roach Loses Kid Actor 
“Dickie Moore-Hal Roach contract 
washed up by mutual consent. Next 
option called for twice as much 
money, with Roach attempting a 
compromise. Kid's parents refused 
to cut and are negotiating else- 
where. 








Appeal of Edwin Carewe from a 
$75,000 judgment awarded Mme. 
Schumann-Heink two years ago was 
denied by the California district 
court of appeals. Suit was over an 
alleged breached starring contract. 


Film around the history of the 
United Fruit Co. and Central Amer- 
ica will be made for next year's 
Paramount program by Charles R. 
Rogers with the fruit company’s co- 
operation. 


Rev. May 16. 

42d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 
Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 89 mins. Rel, Mar. 11. 
Rev. 14, 

Girl Missing. 
Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon. 
Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan, 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 


Glenda Farrell, Ben 


Iwo girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. 
69 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Robt. Florey. 


Wright. 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. Kay Francis, 
George Brent, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 25. 


Rev. April 4. 

King’s Vacation, The. 
out te visit his first wife. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. 
Dir. Wm, Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan, 7%. Rev. Jan. 3 

Life of Jimmy Dolan, The. From a recent novel. Prizefighter finds regener- 
ation. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, Guy Kibbe. 
89 mins. Rel. June 3. 

Mayor of Hell, The. From Iselin Auster’s drama. Reform school background. 
Jas. Cagney, Madge Evans, Frankie Darrow. Rel. June 24. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct, 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 


From a story by Ernest Pascal. The king takes time 
Geo. Arliss. Dir, John Adolfi. 62 mins. Rel. 


William Powell, Joan Blondell. 


Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. 
Fairbanks, Jr, Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E, Green. 72 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 31, 

Picture Snatcher, The. Semi-gangster story of a news photographer. Jas. 


Cagney, Patricia Ellis, Alice White, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
70 mins. Rel. April 19. Rev. May 23. 

Private Detective 62. From a fiction story. William Powell, Margaret Lind- 
say. 67 mins. Rel. June 17, 

Silk Express, The. Mystery drama of silk shipments. Niel Hamilton, Allen 
Jenkins, Dudley Digges. 61 mins. Rel. June 10. 

Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. 
John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 55 
mins. Rel, Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 

Untamed Africa. Thrilling African adventure. 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 

Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Working Man, The. Original, Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel, May 6. Rev. April 25. 


World Wide "ee 121 Sroaaway: 
(Releasing Through Fox) 


Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Dir. Forrest Sheldon. ‘Time, 62 mins, Rel. 


Under supervision of W.ynant 


Mystery and thrills in a wax 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. 


Between Fighting Men. 

Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. 

Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O’Neill’s play ‘Recklessness.’ 
Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Mar. 18. 

Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mc- 
Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. Rev. May 2. 

Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
— Pe Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 

ec, 27. 

Fargo Express. 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. 
Alan James. 61 mins. Rel, May 14. 

Phantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard western in which he helps Coyote 
Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francis Lee. Dir. Alan 
James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 5 


Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 


Conrad 


Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
Time, 62 mins. 


Muriel Gordon. Dir. 


june May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin, 73 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 

une 6. ; 

Race Track. Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Hammond, Junior 
Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 78 mins. Rev. Feb. 26. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. A mother borrowed from 
an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 
as ay Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson, 69 mins. Rel. Jan, 3. Rev. 

eb. 21. 


(Sidney Snow.) Jay Bruce captures mountain lions with bare hands. 
70 mins. Rev. May 30. 
Daring Daughters. (Tower.) 
Joan Marsh, Marian Marsh. 
3. Rev. Mar. 28 
High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 65 mins. Rev. April 18. 

Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Canncn. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 

India Speaks. (Walter Futter.) Travelogue with interpolated dramatic epi- 

- gode. Talk by Rich. Halliburton. 80 mins. Rev. May 9. 

Pride of the Legion. (Released also as ‘The Big Payoff.’) (Mascot.) From a 
Peter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent, J. Farrell MacDonald, Glen Tryon, 
Matt Moore. Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. Rel. Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) Original of the auto races with air 
stuff. Wally Reid. Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 mins. 


Cougar. 


Two girls in the big city. Kenneth Thompson, 
Dir. Christy Cabanne. 63 mins, Rel, Jan. 


Sucker Money. (Kent.) Exposé of fortune telling. Muscha Auer, Phyllis 
a Dir. Dorothy Reed and Melville Shyer. 65 mins. Rev. 
April 11. 


(Invincible.) Animal training methods. Rev. June 6. 


What Price Decency. (Equitable.) From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. Dorothy Burgess, Alan 
Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar, 7. 


British Releases 


Night and Day. (Gaumont-British.) Farce comedy of a thief chase in a wax 
’ museum, Jack Hurlburt, Cicely Courtneidge. 76 mins. Rev. May 30. 
Wives Beware. (Regent.) Farcical story of a would-be cheating husband. 

Adolphe Menjou, Claude Allister. Dir. Fred Niblo. 61 mins. Rev. May 30. 


Taming of the Jungle. 


Foreign Language Films 
(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 


Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H einrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 90 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


Brand In der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 


Dir. Car] Froelich. Rel. July 19. 
Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. Dir. Soloviev. 





58 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawall. Dir. Leo Lasky 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 





Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. 
Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n:‘ns, 


Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Musical. 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1, 

Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertinf, 
Dir, Marcel L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1, Rev. March 14, 

Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 


#Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger, 
Rel. July 1. 


Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car« 


cast. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 

Orunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu« 
feld, 85 mins. Rel, Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Eine Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. Joe May, 


82 mins. Rel. May 1, Rev. May 23. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Anny Ondra, 


Musical comedy. 


90 mins. Kel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler, 
68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mina. Rel. Nov. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 
Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo~ 
drama. Dir, Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 2. 


Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life, 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama, Tony Van Eyck, 

Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel. May 1, Rev. May 2. 

Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. 

Gustav Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich. 90 mins, Rel. Oct. 4 

Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh- 
lich, Brigitte Helm, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1. 


uitta Gitta Alpar, 


Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. Gerhard 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10, Rev. March 14, 
rolzapfel Weiss Allies (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir, 


Rev. Jan. 17. 
Dir, Lev Kuleshov. 62 


Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan, 1, 

Horizon (Russ) (Amkino). Jewish search for home, 
mins. Rel. May 10. Rev. May 16. 

House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostoievsky’s life. 
erov. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist« 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan, 17. 

ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 


Dir, Fed- 


Musical, Dir. Geza 
Rev. Feb. 21. 


ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7, 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 


Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). Musical farce, Siegfried Arno, 


Dir. Carl Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3. 

Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General), Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. April 1, 

ta Couturiere de Luneville (Par) (French). Musical of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel, July 1. Rev. Oct. 22, 

Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Ljubav | Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of life among N. Y. imigranta. 
Rake! Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins, Rel. Dec. 15. 

Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel, Oct. 4. 

Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musical farce, Camilla Spira, 
Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel. May 30. 


M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang. 


95 mins. Rel. April.l. Rev. April 4 and April 18. 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire. Dir. Alexander Korda, 
103 mins. Kel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Karl Boese, 
Rel. Nov. 10. 


An American engineer looks at Russia. 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). 
Rel, Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Polignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 16. 


Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 


Morgenrot (German) (Protex). Submarine aera cruelty. Dir. Gustav 


Ucicky. 80 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 2 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno %6 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Nameénsheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. Dir. J. Warnecki. 
95 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2, 

1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich, Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


Oberst Redi. (Capital) (Ger). 


Karl Anton. 
Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). 
90 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. 
Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 90 mins, 
Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 31. 


Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 


Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 
Rev. Jan. 17. 


Comedy with music. 
Rel. Sept. 17. 


Dir. Stephen Szekely. 


Berliner, Tiedtke, 
Rev. Sept. 20. 
75 mina. 


Poil de Carotte’ (Auten) (French). Drama of adolescence. Harry Baur, 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 90 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 30. 
Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of Eisenstein’s classic. 70 


mins. Rel, April 4. 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Ntese, 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Gos). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11 ner. 


Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. 


Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 25. 

Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans 
Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11, 

Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Germania). Max Adalbert, Gretl Theimer. Dir. 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Viadimir Gardin. Dir. 


Rev. March 14. 
61 mins. 


March 1. 
Dir. Timoshenko. 


Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. 


Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). 


Rel. 


Art and photography pre- 


dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel, April 1. 
Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade), Historic record of current Rus- 
sia. 55 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 


(Capital) (Polish). Danger in 


Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Synchronized.) 


the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 

Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General). Historical drama. Dorothea Wiecke. 
Dir. Karl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 

Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with songs 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 

Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 


Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese 
Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. 
Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italian-German), Dubbed 
mins. Rel. April 16. Rev. April 25. 
(Continued on page 33) 


operetta. Michael 
Rev. April 1! 


into German. 70 
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~ Coast RKO $150,000 Red in 5 Mos. 


Circuit May Abandon Coast Operations— 
Only 3 Open Houses on Slope 


a . 





Heat Folds 2 in Balto 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
It’s probable that RKO may jump 
clear of its coast houses most any 


time. About the only thing that Baltimore. June 12 

looks to keep the Harold Franklin Unusual heat has hastened the 
operation tied to the coast spots are} closing season for several theatres 
the home office fees which are Col-|in town. Several are not waiting 


lected for supervising the losing op- 
eration. 

The coast theatre operation for 
RKO is only around $150,000 in the 
red since the first of the year. That’s 
for around five houses. Fact that 
the RKO people were thinking of 
letting loose of the coast situations 
could be indicated by the fact that 
J. J. Franklin, brother of Harold 
Franklin, is being retained east 
rather than having him sent to the 
coast, as was requested by himself 
and as was even contemplated by 
the higher up RKO theatre man- 
agement. Other indication comes 


by way of Skouras Brothers angling VAUDE AT PARK 
for the Hillsteet, local RKO strong- 


hold. ti 
There are around six spots oOp- 
erated by RKO on the West slope, 
three of which are dark. Dark ones 
include the Orpheum, San Diego; 
Orpheum, Frisco, and Orpheum, Los 
Angeles. Houses operated are the 
Orpheum, Portland; Golden Gate, 
Frisco and the Hillstreet, here. 


3 PARS SELECTED BY 
U. A. FOR RIVOLI, N. Y 


until the traditional July 5 to shut- 
ter. Two put up the blinds last 
week. 

They are the Grand and Pacy’s 
Garden, controlled by the Dmkee 
Circuit, the big string of nabe the- 
atres locally. More closings ex- 
pected all through this territory. 





Easton, Pa., June 12. 

Free films have been added to 
free vaude at parks in this section 
as fight for patronage goes on. 

Sisters of the Skillet appeared at 
Dorney Park on Sunday, giving 
afternoon and evening performances. 
Central Park had the Wonder Dogs. 
Both parks show films. Eddyside 
Park also started to show free pic- 
tures, while George Olsen and Ethel 
Shutta were at Dorney Park dance 
Thursday (8). 


Another Metro Name 








Under the new deal with Para- 


mount, United Artists gets three 
pictures or the Rivoli, New York, 
this fall. M-G-M is a little perturbed over 


learning that another company in 
show business is using the Metro 
name. It’s Metro Sales Co., Cleve- 
land, which MG says is in the busi- 
ness of buying and selling theatres. 

Notifying the trade that the Metro 
Sales Co. has no connection with it, 
MG does not indicate whether it will 
take steps to attempt to prevent the 
Cleveland concern from using the 
Metro name. 


Portable Tent Show 
With Electrician Pilot 


Canton, June 12. 
Casey M. Dougall, electrician, at 
the State theatre, Cleveland, in- 
tends to take out his portable film 
tent show, embellished by chorines, 
to small towns on one night stands. 
Same venture ok last summer. 
Outfit will be transported by 
motor trucks. 


Having the right to pick the pic- 
tures it wants, UA has taken Cheva- 
lier’s ‘Way to Love,’ Mae West’s 
second, ‘I’m No Angel,’ and ‘Duck 
Soup,’ which the Marx Bros. will 
make. 

When UA took over the Riv 100% 
in lieu of relinquishing its 50% in- 
terest in the Rialto to Publix, agree- 
ment was that it would have the 
choice of three pictures a season. - 


Sd Oliactend Bast 


Finishing his special exploitation 
assignment on pictures at the Par 
Coast studio, Ed Olmstead returned 
to New York Sunday (11). 

He will either attach to the h. o. 
advertising department, with han- 
dling of Par Brooklyn when house 
reopens, or shift to Boston in an ad 
capacity up there for Publix. 
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AUTO DELIVERY CHEAPER 





New Express Rates No Help tc 
Coast Exhibs 
Los Angeles, June 12 





Slightly reduced rates on film 
shipments which go into effect June 
1/15 are not expected to bring any ap- 


| 
|} preciable amount of business to the 





| 


Railway Express Co. First reports 
received here were that a 50% rate 
Slash had been provided, but the 
|}new tariff reveals that the 50% re- 


duction applies only to return ship- 
ments, with the old rate applying 
to all forwarding movements. 

Exhibs who get film shipments 
direct from the exchanges, and re- 
turn them direct to the distributors, 
are the only ones who will benefit 
by the reduction. Where one exhib 
ships to another theatre, the former 
will be obliged to. pay the full old 
rate, with the second exhib paying 
a similar tariff on his receipt of the 
can. 

For more than a year exhibs have 
been using the several motor film 
delivery services and contend that 
even the 50% slash on return ship- 
ments will not offset the lower rates 
provided by the auto delivery. 


Duals Out: of All 
Ace "Ham Houses 


And Some Neighbs 


Birmingham, June 12. 

Double features are out of every 
downtown house here through an 
agreement with each other and the 
film exchanges. Understood, also, 
that a number of neighborhoods 
have signed the agreement. 

Competition getting so tough 
around town that something had to 
be done to protect the exchanges 
and the unwise exhibitor. It was 
getting so the second runs were giv- 
ing so much for a dime that patrons 
began bringing cushions with them, 
also their lunches. 

Five downtown houses announced 
last Sunday in a two-column ad 
that double features are being dis- 
continued. Theatres were Rialto 
and Galax (Wilby houses), Capi- 
tol and Royal (Merritt houses), and 
the Lyric independent. 

So in future exhibitors will have 
to devote their time to other types 
of twins. 


NSS Gets 3 Circuits 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

After two years, three Northern 
California theatre circuits are again 
using National Screen Service 
trailers in all houses. 

Circuits are the Golden State 
(Robt. McNeil); T&D, Jgr. (Mike 
Naify), and San Francisco The- 
atres Corp, (Sam Levin). Deals 
were closed by M. Van Praag, gen. 











sales mgr. for NSS. 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





STEVE 
EVANS 


“Impersonations Different” 
p ons Di ere Heidermann, Ida Wuest. 
eB Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) 


Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudov. 
PARAMOUNT Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). 
NEW YORK 


Art and Vilna Troupes. 
(THIS WEEK JUNE 8) 


Yorck (German) (Protex). 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 
Bae Soe 
PHILADELPHIA 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d. 


Zapfenstreich Am Rhein. 
(NEXT -WEEK JUNE 16) 
Foreign American, 111 West 57th. 


Siegfried Arno. 
Zirkus Leben. (German) 

Paul. 70 mins. Rel. 
J Foremco, 1560 Broadway. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria. 
George Schneider, 575 Riverside Dr. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 


Voice of the Desert, The. 
locales. 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) 
Friedrick Zelnick. 


(Capital) 


(Capital). 


Trude Berliner. 


Dir. Franz Seitz. 8&5 mins. 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). 


90 mins. 
(Whitney) 


(FAF). 
Dec. 15. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. 


Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W. 
Capital Film, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave. 
European Film, 154 West 55th. 


55th. 


Direction 


HARRY YOUNG 

















Will Pay Cash for Pacific Coast States Rights 
for Deluxe Motion Picture Features, American 
or Foreign Productions 


Address BOX T, VARIETY, Hollywood, Calif. 





Rel. March 1. 


Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). 
Dir. Robt. Land. 


Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). 
Rel. Apri] 15. 











Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 
Musical comedy. 


Dir. J. Fleck. 


Old-fashioned Yiddish drama, 
75 mins. 
Historical drama. 
Rel. Nov. 1. 
(Ger.). 
Dir. Jaap Speyer. 
Circus drama, 
Rev. Jan. 3 


Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) 
Rel. Sept. 1. 


Key to Address 


(Continued from page 32) 


Algerian story in authentic 
Rel, Aug. 25 


Dir. 


(Polish). 
Time, 89 mins. 
Charlotte Susa. 
Rev. March 7. 


Farce. Otto Wallburg, Elsie Elster, 
81 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 
Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 


Military musical. Otto Wallburg, Paul 


Starving Chicago Theatres Hope 
“With Fair for Better 


. —- 


With 
Albany in 
both 
England, for 
begins to decentralize some of its 
home office authority, particularly 
as regards union affairs. 

Hereafter the division men in the 
field will handle all labor stuff di- 
rectly. Contact wth the IATSE in 
New York will be handled by Her- 


schel Stuart, general manager under 
Harold Franklin. 


PLENTY INSIDE 
GRIEF IN PHILA 


shift to 
charge of operation of 
New York and New 
RKO, the 


Charles Koerner's 


upstate 
latter firm 





Philadelphia, June 12. 

Plenty of grief is being manifest 
in indie film circles here in Philly 
right now. Lack of product, tilted 
percentages for hit pictures and 
chain competition, which itself is 
having plenty of trouble getting the 
dimes in, are combinging to cause 
the blues singing. 

Prospects in many spots are for 
part-time closings, with many of 
the houses just showing Friday and 
Saturdays or for the last half of the 
week. 

The fact that the number of the- 
atres trying to stay open has not 
been appreciably diminished is 
helping to cause groans. Reported 
50% percentage tilt on ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ has the independent theatre 
and managers especially up _ in 
arms. 


= a — LS 








July Days 


Chicago, June 12 
July is the promised land towards 
which Chicago is hopefully progress- 


ing. That applies not only to the 
World’s Fair which expects its 
gravy then, but to the picture 


houses, the legit, and the nite clubs 
outside the fair grounds. Every- 
body has their fingers crossed wait- 
ing for that anticipated influx of 
tourists that will enliven the town 
and enrich the showmen. 
While the World's Fair has suc- 
cessfully scuttled the business of 
all the theatres and diverted from 
all but a few nite clubs and road 
houses, the World's Fair itself is far 
from satisfied. Only a handful of 
concessions have done anything to 
speak of and the expo regards June 
as marking time and working up to 
July and that high tide of prosperity 
that is expected to roll in. 
Theatres Starving 

Theatres and cafes meanwhile ex- 
pect July to end their present hor- 
rors. Thousands of tourists, if ar- 
riving, should inevitably bring pat- 
ronage, however small a percentage 
of the floaters wander into the loop 
and beyond. Normalcy among the 
natives is deemed a matter of from 
four to five weeks after the Fair's 
opening and that should also fall in 
July. 

Meanwhile picture houses are 
starving and the legit is scarcely 
dignified by its representatives of 
the moment, 





‘Earth Turns,’ $25,000 


Hollywood. June 12. 
After bidding in New York be- 
tween Warners and Universal, the 
former company won out and pur- 
chased ‘As the Earth Turns,’ which 
is a best seller by Gladys Carrol, 
Price paid was $25,000. 











BORROS 





85 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. 
(German). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
71 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25 


Yiddish 

Rev. May 23. 

Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 

Rev. Nov. 27 

Musical farce. Charlotte Susa, 

Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
Liane Haid. Dir. Heinz 


90 mins, 


(Protex). Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 


Rev. Sept. 13 


Internat’] Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 





Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
J. H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Madison Picts., 111 West 57th. 
New Era, 680 Ninth Ave. 
Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th 
Quality Picts., 630 Ninth Ave 
Syncho Art, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway 
Zbyszko Film, 274 Madison Ave 


© ccctsiscnanttainmnindaminiaameamiamet 
TWO MORE WRITERS TRY | 
Hollywood, June 12. | 

Radio’s ‘Little Women’ is in for } 
another rewrite, with two previous | 
treatments of the story. being 
thrown out. 
New yarn is being written by | 
Sarah Y. Mason and Victor Heer- |} 
man } 


Many Thanks to 


and acknowledging the excellent co-operation of the 
Paramount personnel and gentlemen of the orchestra, 
also Leo Edwards and Leo A. Kempinski combining to 
make my engagement at the 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


This Week (June 9) 
An Exceedingly Pleasant One 


LOUIS KATZMAN 


On the Air WEAF 


JAMES MELTON—3 Times Weekly 
JAN PEERCE—Every Wed. 
COUNTESS ALBANI—Mon. and Thurs. 


MORROS 














ESLEY EDDY 


Versatile Master of Ceremonies 


“CONTINUES to KEEP the WORD ‘WELCOME’ on THE 
MAP”’—says ‘‘Variety.” 


FOX’S BROOKLYN, 14TH WEEK 





judging from the 
mob, the fellow shows 
his welcome.”’—QOdec. 





“VARIETY,” JUNE 6 
“It's Wesley Eddy’s 13th lap as m. « 
demeanor of 
no signs of 


he re and 
that Saturday 


wearing out 





Direction NAT KALCHEIM, 


Personal 





WILLIAM MORKIS AGENCY, INC. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


— 





Unlike the Schmeling-Sharkey fight, etherized from Madison Sq Gar- 
den upon payment by NBC of a nominal sum ($5,000), no staged last min- 
ute ‘arrangements’ were made for the Schmeling-Baer bout, although 
radio insiders believed something would materialize at the 11th hour. 

The Garden deal had been set all along, but announcement was not 
made until the day of the fight as a means to protect the gate receipts. 
But the Jack Dempsey presentation of the two Maxes specifically tabooed 
radio unless by mutual consent. Dempsey held out for an additional 
$7,500 for the short wavelength hookup to Germany. These figures were 
nixed by NBC, which couldn't afford the tap or find a sponsor, NBC, 
incidentally, denied any official Hitler embargo on the German hookup, 
stating the $7,500 alone eliminated the foreign angle. 

NBC didn’t ‘steal’ the broadcast as was ballyhooed, Graham McNamee 
merely giving some bulletins which ran quite a few minutes behind the 
actual fight. The sixth round’s description was interrupted by a ‘flash’ 
announcement of Baer’s K. O., which gives an idea how far back of 
actual proceedings McNamee was. 

CBS’ Harry Bonzell essayed only a resume, round-by-round of the 
fizht after it was over. At 10:15 Bonzell put on a good account of the 
proceedings. 

Some of the lesser stations essayed ringside descriptions, One station 
in Philly was picked up at 10:30 p. m. simulating a ringside explana- 
tion when the fight had been over for 20 minutes. There were the 
usual telegraph clicking keys as props, along with a dise simulating 
crowd noises, etc 





Society of European Stage Authors and Composers, controlling some 
German, Spanish, Austrian and French works which are now in the 
ASCAP combine, has started a series of suits, and made settlements 
almost immediately on some of these, for alleged infringement of copy- 
rights. Two East 86th street (New York’s Yorkville section) German 
spots using some of the German compositions are nemed defendants, 

Brooklyn Broadcasting Corp., operating station WBBC, Brooklyn, N. 
Y., was sued but settled by taking out a license. Ditto the Biltmore and 
Commodore hotels, N. Y., who settled suits by becoming licensees, Sta- 
tion WHWN and Loew’s are being sued twice as is the St. Moritz hotel, 
N. Y., and others for similar causes. Three actions are pending against 
the NBC, although brought through Rubien & Bregoff who are also pre- 
paring further litigation against alleged infringers in Detroit and Cleve- 
land. 





Death of Cyrus H. K. Curtis, the Philadelphia publisher, has created 
renewed interest amoug radio executives in the ‘Satevepost,’ although it 
‘is’ not held likely that the weekly’s adamant stand against radio will take 
an about face if for no other reason than out of regard for its deceased 
publisher. 

; All sales promotion campaigns, charts, literature and everything else 
“pertaining to the ‘Saturday Evening Post’ made no bones about stressing 
the printer's ink advantages over radio, with a definite anti-radio stand. 
Radio's favorite rebuttal on the ‘Satevepost’ theory has always been ‘Col- 
lier’s’ and ‘Time’ as to what direct pro-radio exploitation has done for 
magazine circulation. . ‘ 


The Chicago NBC studios have sent a crew by plane to Edmonton, 
Canada, to greet Jimmie Mattern, round-the-world flyer, because NBC 
has an oral understanding to do things for and with the aviator. NBC 
had no prearranged deal with Post and Gatty when they made their 
flight. 

Ia the Post-Gatty instance the web routed the flyers on lecture plat- 
forms and other public appearances. However, whatever deal eventu- 
ates with Mattern will be set on his first landing spot on the Canadian 
coast. Station CJCA, with transmitter located at Edmonton, will be uti- 


lized for the hookup. 





Expected elevation of Sid Strotz in the Chicago NBC office to joint 
managership of the program and artists departments will be a pre- 
eedent and an experiment. If the Chicago arrangement works out it is 
reliably indicated New York may follow suit. Meanwhile, M. H. Ayles- 
worth was in Chicago last week and the Strotz deal is officially ex- 
pected momentarily. Strotz is the former head of the Chicago Stadium, 
sports arena. He has been in radio about four months. 

As manager of both departments Strotz will be answerable on the 
Chicago end to Niles Trammel. In New York he will have George 
Engels as his superior on artists service matters and John Royal as 
his captain for program items, 





With the Hollywood Bowl programs off this year because of a squabble 
with the musicians’ union, coast stations are fighting for the $12,000 that 
Union Oil intended to spend with KHJ for broadcasts of the programs. 
KHJ, local Columbia outlet, had won the account for this year from KFI 
(NBC), which has had the bowl ether privileges for several years, 

Deal is now on in which Merle Armstrong may put the Philharmonic 
orchesea (bowl combination) either on at the bowl or else at the Shrine 
Auitorium, Los Angeles, with KFI getting the nod for etherizing. 

Present bowl operators dropped the annual concerts when the musicians 
refused to take a 331/3% reduction in salaries, 





A combination of radio and beer is keeping fans away from the Min- 
neapolis baseball park, according to Mike Kelley, president of the Min- 
neapolis A. A. club. 

‘Here's what’s happening,’ says Kelley. ‘People are beer crazy. In- 
stead of spending for baseball in the afternoons, they're getting them- 
selves a comfortable seat in a beer cafe where there’s a radio, They 
listen to the game while spending the admission price fcr,3.2. If I'd 
known about beer coming back when I made the decision about permit- 
ting game broadcasts, I wouldn't have permitted them from the park.’ 





Vincent Lopez and Leo Reisman are in direct competition with each 
other at the Congress Hotel, Chicago. 
orchestras installed in adjacent rooms under ong management has oc- 
casioneda much comment in the trade. It is generally thought that each 
is apt to dull the edge of the other. 

Hotel is evidently anticipating boom dining trade because of the Fair 
and figured that if one name band was a good thing, two name bands 


“would be twice as good. 





It is specifically provided in the Kraft-Phenix contract with Al Jolson, 
for his one-shot on the inaugural two-hour show (NBC-WEAF), that the 
comedian can ad lib all he wants, 

For. that purpose a special invitation audience is being asked to at- 
tend the opening at the Times Sq. studio, on the theory that the more 
gala the turnout the more brilliant and spontaneous will be Jolson’s 
funstering 


— 





Los Angeles papers have been taking swats at Coest radio stations for 
allowing so much dirt on the various air-vaude progtams. Most activity 
in this regard is by the Hearst ‘Examiner’ which has had several edito- 
rials on the subject 

One of ‘the most moderate payrolled men on the air is the Wash- 
ington contact for one of the net works. It's a $10,000 appointment for 
the chain on legislative matters. 


- 


ete oe 


Unusual situation of two name 





——— 





Dog Must Take It 





John P, Medbury, CBS air 
humorist, calls his New York 
pooch ‘Sponsor. Gives him lotsa 
satisfaction to be able to holler 
down at least one sponsor. 

He used to call one of his 
dogs ‘Supervisor.’ when liv- 
ing in Hollywood, for the same 
reason, 


Agency Maintains 
Program Despite 
Sponsor Blowing 


Proposal by the N. W. Ayer agen- 
cy to continue a radio feature in- 
stitutionally, after the commercial 
sponsor drops out, may go through. 

It's the ‘Buck Rogers’ kid series 
which Kellogg cereal sponsored for 
eight months on a three year con- 
tract. 

With Kellogg deciding to pass it 
up the Ayer agency, handling the 
account, figures it may continue the 
period institutionally until another 
sponsor pops up. Theory is that the 
script, through eight months of 
etherizing, has attained a standinz. 

This, in a measure, parallels 
CBS’ idea with ‘March of Time.’ 
Columbia donated its: facilities to 
start off ‘Time,’ and after six weeks’ 
of gratis broadcasting the maga- 
zine commercially engaged the fa- 
cilities. The 1933-34 deal for ‘Time’ 
is reported set under similar ar- 
rangement, Columbia to donate the 
first six weeks gratis this fall and 
‘Time’ then to pay for the time. 


WORLD’S HUGEST HOTEL 
BELATEDLY GOES RADIO 


Chicago, June 12, 

In accepting the Stevens Hotel 
dance job, Charles Agnew has made 
it a condition that the hotel get a 
radio outlet. This calls attention 
to the unusual circumstance that 
the Stevens hotel, largest in the 
world (3,000 rooms) has never been 
on the air, 

Radio-minded folks hereabouts 
are inclined to attribute the Stevens 
failure to click as a hotel up to now 
to just such omissions of manage- 
ment. Hotel is hoping the World's 
Fair may be the dawn of a better 
era. 

Deal for Paul Ash to go into the 
Stevens collapsed at the last min- 
ute. Hotel has made an arrange- 
ment with WGN to outlet Agnew. 


Standard Oil Now 
Preparing Coast Bill 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Standard Oil of California is lin- 
ing up a one and half hour 
vaude program, but is not yet set 
on a station, expecting to go out 
over one of the two chain stations 
from here for coast coverage. 

Meanwhile company contracted 
this week for time signals over 20 
coast stations, from Portland, Ore., 
to San Diego. On this station oil 
company is mostly using NBC out- 
lets with the exception of Los An- 
geles where KFI is passed up for 
KHJ, the CBS outlet, and KNX, 
independent. 


O. G. Adding 21 


Old Gold is adding 21 stations, in- 
cuding the American possessions, 
for its broadcasts. 

It starts with Honolulu being 
shortwaved onto the CBS hookup. 
That is a new merchandising sec- 
tor for the cigaret. 
































GIBBONS EXTENDED 


Chicago, June 12. 

In the third week of his five week 
broadcasting deal with the Palmcr 
House an extension of four weeks 
was given Floyd Gibbons by the 
hotel concern. Palmer House thinks 
the mail bags prove Gibbons is sell- 
ing their tavern in a big way to the 
people in the provinces who will 
soon be packing their valises for the 
World's Fair, 

New deal was made direct with 
Palmer House by Gibbons repre- 
sentative, A. P. Waxman 





Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


The family of Bruce Quisenberry is much alarmed at his disap. 
pearance. Bruce is a nephew of Mrs, Will Rogers and negotiated the 
Will Rogers air contract. Recently he went to his home in Joplin, Mo, 
to recover from pneumonia, but left there three weeks ago for Okla- 
homa. He has not been heard from since. 

Quisenberry had expected a large sum in commissions on talent but 
was informed that it was not forthcoming. 





Dave and Rudy Pout ' 

Rudy Vallee and Dave Rubinoff are pouting. So much so that when 

Rubinof€f went back stage where Rudy was playing in Philly recently 

Dave was ejected. Feud arose through Rubinoff’s resigning from the 
Orchestra Corporation in which Vallee had sponsored him. 





Embarrassed No End 


Harold Stern refused to okay supper checks for newspaper people 
and NBC executives whom his manager, Ed Dorian, had invited to the 
Stern orchestra premiere at the Biltmore (N. Y.), last week. So Dorian 
has resigned, 





Winninger as Producer 
Charlie Winninger is going into the business of producing radio pro- 
grams. He has offices, too. Pete Mack, former vaudeville agent, 
associated with him. 


is 





An Alger Plot 


The story of the Sizzlers might have been written by Horatio Alger, 
Last December one was a grocery clerk,. another was a soda jerker, and 
the third worked in a mill. They used to get together in Barnesville, 
O., to sing at church festivals. This Friday (16) they open a two 
week's engagement at the old Roxy (N. Y.). 





Tough Thinking 
It's dog days with the radio p.a.’s. One day's bulletins from one space 
seeker reveal: that James Melton is teaching a bulldog to ride in the 
prow of his yacht; that Barbara Blair places flowers on the grave of 
her first dog named Snooney; that Lee Sims has a Great Dane weigh- 
ing 200 pounds, heralded as the biggest bow-bow in broadcasting circles, 





Mixing 'em Up 
Strange people these radio artists. This week Kate Smith makes her 
debut with an operatic number and next ‘week will find Grace Moore 
chanting ‘Stormy Weather.’ , 





Before Radio 


John de Jara Almonte, NBC's manager of night operations, once ap- 
plied for a job as reporter in top hat, gray-striped trousers and frock 


coat, and got the job!....Robert Royce, tenor, ran a hotel in Bridge- 
port, Mich....Budd Hulick and Freddie Martin used to sing duets in 
New Jersey dance spots....Erno Rapee played piano in an east side 


restaurant....Vincent (Blue) Mondi, WRNY one man band, was what 
could be called an interior decorator; he was cook in an Italian restau- 
rant....Jimmy Brierly, NBC vocalist, with Harry Reser’s Eskimos, was 
a church organist....Waddell Jones, second trumpet in the Mills’ Mu- 
sical Playboys, was a Baptist minister in Chicago....Evan Evans, Co- 
lumbia soloist, was an English cotton buyer....Alan Corelli, WRNY 
news commentator, was featured in vaudeville in a weight resistance 
act, and also worked on small town newspapers....Mae Questel, aerial 
‘Betty Boop,’ was in vaudeville....Jake Watts, who directs ‘Down Hill 
Programs’ (hillbilly entertainment on WRNY, lived in the Kentucky 
mountains and has a scar received during a feud in which four of his 
relatives were killed....‘Whispering Jack’ Smith was a photo-engraver.. 
.- Sidney Strotz, new head of NBC Artists Service in Chicago, was a 
promoter of prize fights. 





Short. Shots 

Chevalier will make only one appearance on the Kraft Cheese pro- 
gram....Robert Simmons is playing the Fox theatre, Brooklyn... .Jack 
Arthur starts on his second year with WOR....George Lottman and 
Dave Green have buried the hatchet....Ed Klauber, CBS vice-presi- 
dent, gave all Columbia employees the past week end off because of 
the heat....Stoopnagle and Budd go to Steel Pier, Atlantic City, end 
of July....Walter Preston has returned to radio as an artist. He 
will sing in ‘Pinafore’ for NBC....Andy Sanella starts a new series on 
WOR this Thursday....Irene Franklin has finished her sustaining on 
NBC. So has Irene Bordoni....25 dance bands will be heard on CBS 
this summer....Barbara Blair and Ray Perkins will probably make their 
debut as a Snooney-Biney team for Rudy Vallee before June has faded.. 
.. Bill Sweets, NBC production man who wrote the True Story pro- 
grams, is on a three months’ leave....Herma Menth, Viennese concert 
pianist, has been given a Sunday afternoon spot on WOR....Irene Rich 
is being auditioned and offered to clients by NBC....Fred Waring will 
play to summer week ends at the Gateway Casino, Atlantic City, re- 
turning to New York for his Old Gold broadcasts....‘Cheerio,’ four years 
on WEAF as @ morning sustaining, will have an evening "spot in the 
fall....Bide Dudley, vet newspaperman, will interview out-of-town 
visitors to New York at their hotels and will broadcast the subjects 
discussed by them next Friday (16) over NBC....Fred Stone does a 


program on NBC next Sunday (18) Paul Sabi i 
re abin a 
pluggers to his broadcasts—so what? aan teen 


fier P. Duff & Son, makers of 
gingerbread, go on WOR five nights a week....Barry Halloway, NBC 


press department, has signaled the stork....Since James Melton took 
off 20 pounds for his film test he’s been Swamped by persons who wish 
his signature on testimonials....Felix Ferdinando’s new girl singer is 
Phyllis Baxter; she learned to warble at the snooty Holyoke C a 
tory....Aline. Berry and Peter Dixon go vaude June 23 P 1 White, 
CBS publicity head, is vacationing in the Adirondacks. tS eees tak ae 
pono i pag pyaar records in five languages. . WOR is 
Sts five minute spo .. i 
and May Muth, harmony duo, Pa ogg Barn page onal ong gs 
Manny Fiddler plays the violin in Buddy Wagner's orchestra. fnass 
<—tewanl on ple tage. to WOR for another series ‘Prederie 
é lie is off the air until fz g “Th ; 
adiers, male quartet, now have a Posen of tae one a —e 

















aD 


Archie-Watanabe Now 
In China, but Waxed 


Hollywood, June 12 

Honorable Archie and Frank Wat- 
anabe, KNX Japanese houséboy 
Serial, gets into Australia and China 
on records. 

Series will be used by 2GB, Syd- 
ney, and by a station in Shanghai 
Freeman Lang who is discing the 
feature also has negotiations on for 
spots in Cleveland and Salt Lake 
City. 


More WCAE Changes 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Shifts and replacements continue 
at the Hearst-owned WCAE. Paul 
Gannon, tenor, latest to leave with 
Ralph Federer, pianist, and Kathryn 
Reickert, singer, going over to 
WJAS. A commercial has been 
lined up for the trio there. 

Jim Hays, of WCAE announcers’ 
staff, also out. Quit to go into sales 
work for local pickle factory. Leon 
Churchon, on_ station’s dramatic 
staff, replaces Hays 
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columnist. Lew Frost, network production} gram department overseer job to Standard’s okay may enliven the It is understood that its promot- 
es a manager, has shifted from the KGO | the duties of Sidney Strotz as/Shell and Associated oil companies |ers are trying to sell time mostly 
network to KPO such sustainers as8| artists bureau manager will prob-|/into doing something about the/|te advertisers whose typ. of plugs 
CANCELLED AND RENEWED ‘Waltz Time,’ ‘Story Teller,’ Anson | ably result in a new berth for Sen|beaucoup programs they’re' been j are poison on stations under FRC 
( Campagna’s Italian Balm ‘First | Weeks, Abe Lyman and Doric quar- | Kaney. With Strotz managing both /trying out. Associated is particu- | regulations. Outside of the ‘guest 
- Nighter’ program, out of Chi NBC,|tet. He is also framing two new] departments Kaney will have a/larly interested in football broad-jartists’ the material is dise stuff 
was cancelled but renewed shortly |ones, ‘Sunburst of Song,’ musical | special job as continuity censor,/casts and Harold Deal, concern’s ad | plus a turn now and again from the 
thereafter. show, and ‘Carefree Carnival,’ vari- | according to the dope. chief, went to Spokane for the | ship’s orchestra and the floor nhow 
Program will be heard on the/ety hour, which will be broadcast Nothing official about’ eitherjintercollegiate Coast conference, that are part of the free and easy 
WEAP hookup henceforth instead |from the stage of the Community | Strotz or Kaney, but the change where etherizing the games is up for | ontertainment that features the 

of the WJZ éhain: | Playhouse. is imminent. discussion. anightly ‘trips to nowhere. 
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circles is that Wynn’s absence from 
the air for a number of weeks, espe- 
cially right now, wouldn’t be such 
a bad idea in view of Wynn’s Amer- 
ican Broadcasting System. This 
proposed third chain is looked upon 
askance by certain agencies and, of 
course, also by the two major webs, 
60 perhaps Wynn’s withdrawal is 
not amiss, according to these 
‘theorists. 


‘Junior’ as Act 





Pete Dixon and Alene Berry (Mrs. 


Dizon) will breax in their WOR House Radio Committee; Roy T./This takes to the Orange net-|poadacasts are nightly from seven 
Raising Junior’ script as a vaude| NBC Concentrating on Coast Sta- | Davis, American Minister to Pan-|Wwork June 18. McCann-Erickson |i, one o'clock, while the pleasure 
act June 30 at Loew’s, Jersey City. tion for Local Attention ama. Davis was appointed to give | 4éented. have the detective |20t is outside the three-mile limit. 


Joe Wilton, formerly of Wilton and 
Weber, will be in the turn which 
Gus Edwards is producing and 
agenting. 

Dixon writes the ‘Junior’ mate- 
rial besides playing it. He’s also 
the New York ‘Sun’s’ (daily) radio 














Gulf Refining half hour June 25 
anybody from Sir Harry Lauder io 
Jack Benny may succeed him. W. C. 
Fields has also been proposed. 

This is the big plum for the agents 
right now, with all sorts of ideas 
proffered since the program stays 
on over the summer. Cecil, Warwick 
& Cecil agency had been proposi- 
tioned to pick up Lauder by low 
wavelength as an_ international 
bally, but the 
conditions of the ether during the 
hot months ruled that idea out as 
too great a risk. 


surcharged static|shaky ground. 
taken no action so far. 


Eugene O. Sykes, 














naticns channels without decreasing 
those already used here. 

National Association of Broad- 
casters took advantage of the un- 
certainty of the set-up to petition 
Federal Radio Commission to ex- 
tend present term of station licenses 
from six months to three years. Ar- 


gued that move was essential to 
stabilize industry which is on too 


Commission has 


Delegation now includes Judge 
FRC chairman 





CAMPAIGN FOR KPO 








San Francisco, June 12. 


NEC is out to emphasize its 50,000 
watt KPO and today (12) begins a 
‘KPO Jubilee Week’ to build inter- 


est locally. 


who represented U. S. at last par- 
ley in Madrid; Rep. Schuyler Otis 
Bland, Virginia, chairman of the 


delegation one member with exper- 
ience in Latin American diplomacy. 


KANEY’S NEW JOB? 


Chicago, June 12. 
addition of the pro- 





Expected 
































mer spot. 

Leslie Adams, production man- 
ager, refused to take a salary cut 
and resigned. He is succeeced by 
Gus Mack, who has been handling 
the Beverly Hill Billies. 





STANDARD OIL’S 52 


Year for New Coast Program—Ex- 
pect Other Oil Firms to Counter 








San Francisco, June 12. 
Standard Oil of California has 
finally gone for that new NBC pro- 
gram, signing for 52 weeks of a 
weekly hour ‘Staadard on Parade.’ 


Show will 
yarns of Capt. Don Wilkie, ex-U. S. 
Secret Service agent; Meredith 
Willson’s orchestra, Tommy Harris, 
Knickerbockers’ quartet, Barbara 
Blanchard, Helen Musselman and 
Barton Yarborough. 





advertising agent, who was for- 
merly ‘Michael Kelly,’ announcer at 
KNX. Cecil Neucorn is general 
manager, and W. C. Gilchrist, com- 
mercial manager, Francesco La 
Guardion, consul here for the Re- 
public of Panama, is on the board 
of directors. 

Station first went on the air Sat- 
urday night (3), but reception was 
not so good. Announcement was 
that the formal opening would be 
the following night with ‘guest art- 
ist.” Land reception was a little 
better but still off, so announcement 
was made that the formal opening 
would be the following Monday 
night with more ‘guest artists.’ 


Registered in Panama 
To avoid complications with the 
FRC the boat has been registered 
in Panama and takes out clearance 
papers as a foreign vessel for each 
trip. 
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Coast One-Lungers on Carpet 





Business 


Better 


Bureau 


Trail of 


on 


Misrepresentations 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Better Business Bureau here is 
seeking to revise its code of busi- 
ness ethics for local radio station 
as a result of complaints to the 
bureau of within-the-law practices 
by small stations which border on 
the racket line. 

BBB has called a conference of 
major station executives to help in 
drafting the code, by which it 
hopes to prevent the smallies from 
cut-rating their time and making 
promises to advertisers that cannot 
be fulfilled. 

Squawk is chiefly against one- 
lungers that sell time for a cup of 
coffee and guarantee coverage 'way 
beyond the power of their trans- 
mitters. 





Trio Resume Name 
Chicago, June 12. 

Songfellows, NBC male trio, has 
made an arrangement with Paul 
Whiteman whereby they are per- 
mitted to resume the use of their 
King’s Jesters billing. 

Paul Capp, who recently left 
MCA, is managing this threesome, 
as well as Harriet Cruise. Capp is 
also staging the ecial Monday 
night radio show from the Black- 
hawk cafe. 


© Robert 
Simmons 


Popular NBC Tenor 


“LUCKY STRIKE’ BROADCAST 
Th y, June 8 











Personal Appearance 
FOX THEATRE, BROOKLYN 
Starting Friday, June 9 


Mgt. NBC ARTISTS’ SERVICE 
George Engels, Man’g Director 
BORA NTR RSE REN OAT 











& 
BEST FOODS 
MUSICAL 
GROCERY STORE 


HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


WEAF 
& 


Friday, 9 P. M. 
N.B.C. Network 























SOCIETY'S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WIZ 
Tues. and Sat. 
7:45 P. M. 


National Broadcasting System 





LEE SIMS 


ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Hour 
WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 








Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 














Summer Season 
FELTMAN’S MAPLE GARDENS 
CONEY ISLAND, NEW YORK 
Management Tom O’Connell 





Perkins’ Co-Management 
Concert Deal with CBS 


Before returning to the coast over 

the weekend, Ed Perkins, Hollywood 
concert impressario closed with the 
Columbia Concerts Corp. for the 
CBS subsid to take over co-manage- 
ment with him of the several Euro- 
pean concert attractions which Per- 
kins signed when abroad this month. 
He has Asaf and Sulamith Mes- 
serer, Russian ballet dancers, com- 
ing over next winter for U. S. Can- 
ada appearances, on a guaranteed 
minimum of 12 concerts te be per- 
formed in four weeks. Option is for 
four more weeks. 
Perkins and CBS will also co- 
present Janet Olcott, 17-year old 
concert pianist and daughter of 
Chauncey Olcott. It’s her American 
debut. Lushanya, American Indian 
contralto, will be similarly routed. 





Hearst Papers 


Airmg 16 Hours 
Weekly in West 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Approximately 16 hours of air 
time weekly, in several far western 
states, are being used presently by 
the Hearst newspapers for four dif- 
ferent types of broadcasts. ‘Time 
used includes about four hours by 
‘American Weekly’ programs, which 
are also put on the air in the east- 
ern provinces. 


Other Hearst broadcasts in Cali- 
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico and 
over one Utah station are the Funny 
Paper Man, a Saturday or Sun- 
day 15-min. feature, sent out over 
14 western stations. Ray de O’Fan 
interviews of radio names are sent 
out in 15-min. programs over a 
similar number of ether lanes. 


Greatest number of broadcasts 
used for any single program is for 
the Prudence Penny housekeeping 
hints, which are etherized over 13 
different stations, with KFWB, 
Hollywood, and KGER, Long Beach, 
getting the recipes and menu sug- 
gestions each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings, for a 20-min. 
interval. 

Other stations hooked up with the 
Hearst broadcasts are LIEV, Glen- 
dale; KREG, Santa Ana; KFXM, 
San Bernardino; KXO, El Centro, 
Calif.; KUMA, Yuma; KVOA, Tuc- 
son; KOY, Phoenix; KPJM, Pres- 
cott, and KCRJ, Jerome, Ariz.; 
KGGM, Albuquerque, N. M.; KLO, 
Ogden, Utah. 








WBBM’S ALL-WAX HOUR 
Chicago, June 12. 


United Remedies starting tomor- 
row (13) will have the solid hour 
from 8-9 p. m. over WBBM to plug 
Peruna, Acidine, Colorbak and per- 
haps some of their other numerous 
concoctions. Entire hour will con- 
sist of radio disc entertainment 
from the C. C. Pyle studio. 

Gus Arnheim, Jimmy Grier and 
Phil Harris orchestras will be used. 
Because of WBBM’s importance a3 
the key CBS station of Chicago this 
dominance of the peak evening hour 
by wax programs is notable. 





Chandu’s 65 Weeks 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Rio Grande Oil renews Chandu, 
in the flesh, for another 13 weeks 
over KHJ, Los Angeles, and KDB, 
Santa Barbara. 








1560 Broadway 





Deal covers 65 15-min. sessions. 








Personal Direction 
of Kid Fox 


EARL 


AND HIS N.B.C. ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING GRAND TERRACE CAFE, CHICAGO 


HINES 
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Radio Combo 


A radio combination turn com- 
prising Jean Sargent, Red Mc- 
Kenzie and Lennie Hayton’s orches - 
tra has been set for six Loew stage 
weeks through Morrison & Winkler. 
starting June 23 at the Valencia, 
New York. 


Miss Sargent opens at Marden’s 
Riviera on the Palisades next week 
and will double in the vaude dates. 


Dirt Deadline 


(Continued from page 1) 


present insurmountable height, some 
amazing estimates of grime that 
found its way through the produc- 
tion machine are presented, 

In 1932-33, approximately 352 of 
440 features turned out in Holly- 
wood are now tabbed as possessing 
some sex taint. Of that total at 
least 44 are now conceded to have 
been critically sexual, while another 
145 are said to have gone through 
with one or more questionable se- 
quences. The remainder had one or 
more touches or flashes of sex; sex 
in the latter cases was an ‘apparent’ 
incident. 

In other words, over 80% of the 
world’s chief picture output was 
partly, partially or completely fla- 
vored with the bedroom essence. 
And into that flavoring, it is also 
admitted, has strongly flowed, espe- 
cially during the past year, the 
stream of perversion. 

With story cliques among other 
Hollywood factions admitted abet- 
ting the Coast’s popular material 
famine cry, companies generally are 
now openly accused of having re- 
sorted to the easiest b.o. themes— 
sex, When all other types of stories 
failed, at least seemingly, a pepper 
yarn seemed the most certain way 
out. And, observe those close to 
the situation, the emotionalism, 
which such a constricted life as 
Hollywood affords, dulis national 
perspective and proportionate think- 
ing. 











Too Elastic 


Realization that the very elasticity 
of the Hays Production Code is 
among major reasons for the pres- 
ent sex exaggeration, in advertising 
as well as on the screen, is finally 
dawning. 

Interpretations as to the codish 
qualifications of any picture should 
be strictly in the light of an abstract 
right and an abstract wrong. But, 
it is now reported, the specifications 
of the code in many instances have 
been viewed broadly; so broadly, it 
is conceded, that a picture, a se- 
quence or a situation could just as 
easily be interpreted ‘right’ as 
‘wrong.’ 

This ‘mental greasing,’ as code 
conscience balm is now called, has 
reached its milennium, No longer 
is the industry up against blue- 
nose factions. Responsible people, 
lawyers, doctors and other profes- 
sionals are resenting the screen, and 
lettering by the bushel about it. 
Speeches and statements by indus- 
try wise men, long ago discredited 
within the trade itself, have finally 
reached the point where the better 
public has been forced to get wise. 

Haysites, themselves, are tired of 
the producer alibi that sex irregu- 
larities are life, and that the screen 
should strive for honesty. They are 
being told that many other matters 
are more common in life, but that 
their very delicacy prohibits even 
allusion to them. Promiscuity is 
life, the same as illegitimacy is life. 
But, hold the industry’s code watch- 
ers now turned crusaders, they are 
a part of life inexperienced by mil- 
lions of film fans. 


From Desperation 


Producer fears that their com- 
pany is in bad shape and they can- 
not afford to ditch the story are 
also admitted to have more than 
once during the past three years 
softened the great Haysian heart. 

The alibi that one company got 
dirt through and that the other 
should not be discriminated against 
have, as well, proven difficult for 
code thinksmen. 

But during the past week, with 
the Roosevelt enactment on the ho- 
rizon, the independent declarations 
of censors that despite their friend, 
Dr. Wingate, and his position as 
head codist, they will shelve, shear 
and slash anytuing that has the 
least semblance of filth from now on 
—that has finally brought the Hays- 
ites into tackle formation. 

Before another two weeks the 
Hays machinery on the Coast will 
probably be strengthened. The 
‘kidding’ will stop and some of the 
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holes in the code may be diked. 





Phil Rubinoff representing his 
brother, Dave, on road tours in- 
stead of Orchestra Corp. of Ameri- 
ca as heretofore. 

‘Three Shades of Blue,’ male sing- 
ing trio who NBC via WGY, now on 
local commercial. 

For the first time ball games 
played in the Elmira New York- 
Penn league are being broadcast by 
WESG. 

Monte Hackett (Lucky Strike 
program) has his brother, Harold, 
with NBC on the program end. 

Father Coughlin, ether pastor, has 
had ‘Shepherd of the Air’ dedicated 
to him by Clarence Gaskill, who 
wrote it: Abe Olman publishing. 

Paul Whiteman vacationing with 
his parents in Denver before open- 
ing, June 26, on the new Phenix- 
Kraft cheese show. 

The Sizzlers open at the old 
Roxy, New York, June 16, for two 
weeks and then for a fortnight to 
the Fox, Brooklyn. 

Windup of WABC’s ‘Going to 
Press’ series for the summer 
(June 14) will feature Norman 
Klein, newspaperman and novelist. 

Maxwell House ‘Show Boat’ pro- 
gram, June 15, will be a tab version 
of the Kern-Hammerstein ‘Show 
Boat’ operetta. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch back on 
air, this time NBC, after being 
groomed via WOR last fall. 

Herman Bernie is taking over 
Emile Boreo for radio management, 
Bernie handles the Greek Ambas- 
sad. -, George Givot, and plans to 
make Boreo a French-Russian air 
ambassador. 

Chesterfield is said to be con- 
sidering another half hour on CBS 
in addition to the present Holtz- 
Hayton show. 

Thomas B. Robinson, merchandiz- 
ing visualizer for WSYR, Syracuse, 
N. Y., since its affiliation with NBC, 
has resigned to join the John B. 
Flack general advertising agency 
here. 

Vincent ‘Blue’ Mondi, one-man 
band, goes on WEAF’s morning 
hour Parade Thursday (15). 


Mid-West 


Howard Neumiller will improve a 
two months’ layoff from WBBM, 
Chicago, by a trip to Europe. Sails 
June 16 from Montreal. 

Art Krueger, musical director at 
WISN, Milwaukee, is at the Chez 
Cheval for the summer with his 
band. 

Louis Roen, WTMJ announcer, 
has joined NBC headquarters in 
Chicago. 

University of Iowa’s radio station, 
WSUI, will get in summer lecture 
courses of music, history, and po- 
litical science. Summer session, 
June 12-July 20. 

Charley Hamp washed up with 
Red Star Yeast on WBBM, Chi- 
cago, and left for his home in Cali- 
fornia. Four staff artists, Phil Por- 
terfield, Ed House, Norm Sherr, 
Ruth Howard, follow Hamp for Red 
Star. 

Ben Pollock returning to the 
Southmoor hotel, Chicago, from 
which point he made his start as a 
bandsman eight years ago. Brings 
with him a CBS wire. 

Burr Blackburn will be the ‘fam- 
ily financial doctor’ in a new 
Household Finance program over 
CBS from Chicago, starting June 13. 

Jim Cook joined Charles Lyon in 
the trip to Alberta. 

CBS’s Windsor-Detroit outlet, 
CKOK, is now CKLW under new 
call letters alloted this 5,000-watter. 


West 


Puritas Water Co., has contracted 
for KFI's ‘Makers of History.’ 

Larry Burke, tenor, formerly with 
the Dobbsie hour, KPO, now on con- 
tract at KFAC, Los Angeles. 

Joe Rodriguez, KFT, lost his ton- 
sils last week. 

Billy Lt we, KF WB blue singer,has 
lost 22 pounds by dieting in a month. 
She wants to fit into her new billing, 
‘The Blue Shadow.’ 

Red Robinson, of the King’s Men, 
learning to fly. . 

New equipment having arrived, 
NBC will be broadcasting from its 
new studio on the Radio picture lot 
in two weeks. 

Finals of KFAC’s spelling bee will 
be remoted from U. S. Cc. Hall 
holds 2,300 persons. More than 6,000 
have applied for tickets. 
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ditions, FRC has authorized WPFR, 
Hattiesburg, Miss., to remain silent 
during June. 


Fred L. Packard and G. Hepp, do. 
ing business as the Acme Broad. 
casting Co. Huntington Park, Cal, 
are after a 600-watt construction 
permit to share the same frequency 
with KFAC, Los Angeles. 

WMT, Waterloo, Ia., has resub- 
mitted its request for a jump in 
night power from 500 to 1,000 
watts. 


Gus Arnheim's band will alternate 
with Anson Weeks on the MJB 
Demi-Tasse Revue over NBC's 
Coast network. First broadcast was 
Monday (12), continuing as long as 
Arnheim remains at the St. Francis. 


Announcing staff at WOW now 
includes John K. Chapel, formeriy 
of KDKA and vaude. 


MJB Coast NBC program out of 
San Francisco is being done al- 
ternate weeks by the Anson Weeks 
and Gus Arnheim bands. 


‘California Melodies,’ CBS, eman- 
ating from KHJ, Los Angeles, ex- 
tended from half to three quarters 
of an hour weekly. 


Don Lee chain gets another year's 
contract for ‘Betty Crocker,’ house- 
hold hints program commercialled 
by General Millis. Bill emanates at 
KFRC, San Francisco. 





KFRC Experimenting 
With Sound-on-Film 


San Francisco, June 12. 

Locals are experimenting with a 
sound on film device for broadcast- 
ing. Reproduced the setup by photo 
electric process on an ordinary 
projector via KFRC one night last 
week, 

Lynn Church and Billy Holman, 
of KYA, wrote and played in the 
skit which was recorded and filmed 
by the Skinner labs. 
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Will accept and exploit a limited number of exceptional idoas 
for radio programs 


Write or call in person any morning between 11 and 1 o'clock 


GALE, 


151 West 46th Street, New York 
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RADIO AGENTS 
DISCOURAGED 
ON SELLING 


Agents who have been interested 
in radio talent selling conclude that 
the straight act seller can’t get any- 
where in radio and point to Mor- 
rison-Winkler relying so much on 
their stage bookings; ditto Ed 
Scheuing and others to carry ‘em 
along. An agent like Mort Milman 
has an angle with the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, giving him an 
unusual in, but for the rest, the 
agents gtate, it’s no secret thut the 
ad agencies aren't wild about the 
talent agent. The ad men have all 
they can to do to justify their own 
15% commish. 

Agents who've gone into radio 
find that it gives them a furd of 
material io sell for stage, cafe and 
other purposes, and that the best 
consistent outlet for a radio act is 
thrcugh some booking office, usually 
Loew's under the present setup. 


KNX GETS JUMP ON 
METRO’S VILLA YARN 


Hollywood, June 12. 


With Metro planning a picture 
on the life of Pancho Villa, KNX, 
local air station, is beating the 
studio to it with a daily air se- 
rialization on the same character. 

Ether’s yarn is by Virginia May 
Cooke. Harley Stafford plays the 
revolutionist, and Frank Nelson and 
Si Kendall are in other important 
spots. 














| LYMAN 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


AND HIS 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S8.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


WABC 





Isham 
Jones 


ON TOUR 








Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

















“The Human Side of the News” 


Mon.-Tues.-Wed., 
10:30 P. M. 


NBC ELBOWED CBS 


Web Pushed Around at 
World’s Fair 


Smaller 





Chicago, June 12. 

NBC and Columbia had a minor 
clash by report in connection with 
the opening of the Hollywood-radio 
building at the World’s Fair Friday 
(9). Columbia found that NBC hai 
tied up the largest broadcasting 
studio for the entire evening and 
declined to share the facilities with 
programs CBS had in mind. 

Not caring to play second fiddle 
to the larger network, Columbia 
practically withdrew from the pic- 
ture. 





Daylight Saving Time 
Is Given Preference 


On Ovaltine Checkup 


Chicago, June 12. 

Ovaltine, sponsor of ‘Little Or- 
phan Annie’ which originates from 
WGN NBC, has decided to drop all 
stations on standard time over the 
summer. Only outlets adhering to 
daylight saving will be retained. 
Full schedule will be resumed in the 
fall. 

Confusion of the conflicting times 
prompted the decision, account fa- 
voring those towns with an ad- 
vanced clock against those, mostly 
rural, sticking to the ways of their 
fathers. Eliminations start July 1. 








San Francisco, June 12. 

Ovaltine drops its western broad- 
cast of ‘Orphan Annie’ July 1, tak- 
ing its western producer and child 
performer to Chicago for broad- 
casting there. Max Waizman, who 
directed and staged the Coast ‘An- 
nie, and Floy Margaret Hughes, 
child actress, make the hop to Chi. 
‘Annie’ is due to resume here Sept. 
24, 


HORWITZ PARDON PLEA 
VAIN IN LOTTERY CASE 


Houston, June 12. 

A long legal battle fought 
through all the higher courts in be- 
half of Will Horwitz, local theatre 
operator, had its finale this week 
when President Roosevelt on ad- 
vice of the Attorney General, de- 
clined to grant a pardon to Har- 
witz. He is under sentence of a 
year and a day for using the mails 
in furtherance of a lottery. 

As soon as the mandate in the 
case arrives here, Horwitz will be- 
gin serving his term in Leaven- 
worth, 

Charges against Horwitz were 
based upon using the mails in the 
furtherance of a lottery, by sending 
lottery material of the International 
Lottery of Tamaulipas, Mexico, 
into the United States, and adver- 
tising it over a radio station at 
Reynosa. Horwitz, his wife and 
three others were tried at Corpus 
Christi a year ago and found guilty 
on all counts, in federal court. 
Originally an 18-month sentence 
and a $5,000 fine were imposed upon 
Horwitz, but the prison term was 
reduced to a year and a day. 

Meeting failure in all appeals to 
higher courts, Horwitz appealed to 
the president for a pardon. The 
petitions presented included: one 
signed by two-thirds of both houses 
of the Texas legislature; 10 of the 
12 jurors who returned the verdict 
of guilty; former Gov. James E. 








EASTERN LADS 
SCOFF AT Ci 
ASCENDENCY 


Eastern radio defenders depre- 
ciate any anticipated hopes in the 
Chicago radio field that the World's 
Fair will centre activity in the 
Windy City. Talent angle alone is 
cited as the whyfore of Chi never 
becoming a true big league centre 
of activity with or without the Fair. 

Kraft-Phenix account is given as 
an example, for this NBC deal was 
signed in Chicago via a Chi agency, 
but it was figured that Chi was n° 
spot from which the two-hour pro- 
gram should emanate. It'll be 
variety show; and good variety ta- 
lent is abundant around New York 
and nowhere else the agency, ac- 
count and NBC people agreed. 

Any geographical advantage Chi- 
cago may have as the centre of the 
U. S., and because of the time dif- 
ference, is offset by the talent ele- 
ment. 


WIBO-WJKS CASE STILL 
ON: MORE PETITIONS 


Washington, June 12. 


Petitions and counter-petitions in 
the WIBO-WJKS-WPCC case have 
been flying thick and fast before 
Federal Radio Commission the past 
week. Louis G. Caldwell, former 
FRC counsel, has been filing them 
for WJKS and Mabel Walker Wille- 
brandt answering for WIBO. 


FRC dismissed petitions of WIBO 
and WPCC, Chicago, asking FRC to 
reconsider its original action of Oct. 
6 deleting both stations in favor of 
WJKS, Indiana. Supreme Court 
sustained FRC on grounds of en- 
forcing quota system. 

Next move was filing of applica- 
tion by State Investment Co., for- 
merly Nelson Brothers Bond and 
Mortgage Co., operators of WIBO, 
seeking facilities of WJKS for new 
station. Petition states station 
would have studios ‘in Gary, Ind., 
present location of WIBO. Case i¢ 
set for hearing pending filing of 
similar application by WPCC, North 
Shore Church, Chicago. 


Case now hinges on claims of 
WIBO and WPCC that quota argu- 
ments don’t apply since WJKS, 
altho in Indiana, is actually primar- 
ily concerned with serving Chicago. 
Action of FRC deletes WIBO and 
WPCC at 3 p. m. June 11. Former 
station represents investment of 
$400,000. 
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All Dixie Tunes for 
New Zealand Program 


All the Carolina pops, which the 
Bronx songsmiths have fashioned, 
will be featured on a special Caro- 
lina program which WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. C., will etherize as a good- 
will half hour show to New Zealand. 

N. Z. has been receiving the N. C. 
station regularly, and the 10-10:30 
p.m. EST show June 27 will be spe- 
cially dedicated to the Antipodes. 
Carolina cotton and tobacco spokes- 
men will also talk briefly on the 
industrial aspects of this state. 
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PICKFORD DEAL COLD 


Radio Negotiations May Resume in 
Fall Though 

Mary Pickford returned to Holly- 

wood -via a Wortd’s Fair stopoftf 

without making any deal with Ply- 

mouth (Chrysler motor subsid) for 

It may be re- 





sumed in the fall. 

Miss Pickford was east for that 
purpose, with her attorneys offici- 
negotiations. Was to 
have been a half hour series, based 
life, with Miss Pickford’s 
$5,000 weekly to cover script, cast, 


ete. 


25 on Payroll Wins 
Musicians’ 0.K. for 
Sponsored Programs 


Chicago, June 12, 
Atter several weeks of haggling 
the Hollywood studio group at the 
World’s Fair, which includes the 
broadcasting studios, has agreed to 
employ 25 union musicians as a 
permanent musical staff. This will 
be divided into 15 and 10 piece or- 
chestras, which may be used in a 
variety of capacities in this group 
of buildings. 
Following acceptance of the 25 
musicians as part of the weekly 
payroll, James Petrillo, president 
of the musicians’ union, removed 
the last objection to advertising 
programs broadcasting from the 
fair grounds without hiring stand- 
by musicians. Standby rule is ab- 
sorbed in the 25 staff men. 
Promoters of the Hollywood and 
radio studios hope to have a num- 
ber of commercial sponsors use the 
premises over the summer as a 
ballyhoo for the place to which an 
admission is to be charged. Holly- 
wood group opened to the public 
Saturday (10). 


‘IN-LAWS’ OF RADIO 








Hollywood, June 12. 

‘In-Laws,’ 15-min. radio act, that 
has been broadcast over KFAC for 
the, past three months, will be 
turned into a series of film shorts. 

Melville DeLay, assistant director, 
and Hal Berger, author of the radio 
material, are producng, starting next 
week at Alexander Bros.’ studio. 
E. J. Wohlfeld, electrical appliance 
seller, is angeling. 


Producers have no release, but 
will make two shorts first as 
samples. 





Protests Choke WCAE 
Sustaining Serial 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Recent protests of the local Par- 
ent-Teachers association led to 
WCAE eliminating a_ sustaining 
weekly crime serial, ‘Vengeance is 
Mine.’ Script was authored by Tom 
Wilmot, who also played one of the 
characters. 

‘Vengeance,’ a 13-week serial, had 
run off less than half of its install- 
ments when the protests brought 
about its cancellation. Being a sus- 
tainer this station gave in without 


GO IN SHORTS’ SERIES 


1IN3 FARMS | 
HAVE RADIOS 
IN IOWA 


Des Moines, June 12. 
There is a decrease of 29.2% in 
Iowa farm-owned radios for the 
year ending Jan. 1, 1932, according 
to reports compiled and coming in 
from township assessors to the 
state. 
About one Iowa farm in three has 
a radio set, bureau officials have 
estimated. They declare that the 
decrease in active radio sets is a 
good barometer of the ready cash 
on farms. 
In almost every instance discon- 
tinuance of sets was due to the 
inability of the farmer to provide 
replacement batteries and tubes, it 
is explained. Nearly half the farms 
had radios in the 1931 checkup. 


FED. RADIO CONTROL 
URGED FOR MEXICO 


Mexico City, June 8. 
Federal government control of all 
radio stations in Mexico as a 
means of eliminating overlapping in 
broadcasts, superfiuous costs, etc., 
has been urged upon the national 
authorities by a commission. 


‘Micraphonia’ Folds 


Hollywood, June 12. 
‘Micraphonia,’ weekly vaude show 
at KMTR is out after six weeks. 

This was the first program pro- 
duced by the Thomas Lee Artists’ 
bureau outside of KHJ, which is 
operated by Lee’s father, Don Lee, 
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“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
Of Shoes and Ships— 
Of Sealing-Wax— 


Of CABBAGES 
And KINGS.” 


AUSTIN STRONG 


Ww 
Monday E 6:15 P.M, 
Wednesday N.B.C. 
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Ferguson, the Texas Federation of 
Labor, and many others. 

Horwitz operates a chain of small 
theatres here, including Texan, Iris 
and Ritz. 
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YOU HEARD HIM ON THE 


RUDY VALLEE Program 


WHERE HE APPEARED AS 


GUESTARTIST ||| __ 


LAST THURSDAY NIGHT (June 15) 
and if not, he HOPES you will SEE and HEAR 4 


BOB HOPE|| 


RKO PALACE, New York ||| 


This Week (June 10) 


Myrt and Marge Film 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Bryan Foy will make a film fea- 
turing ‘Myrt and Marge’ of the CBS, 
radio serial. 

Donna Damerel, ‘Marge’ in the air 
act, is now on the coast, going into 
the Paramount, here, week June 22 
and then to the Warfield, San Fran- 
cisco. Her mother, Mrs. George 
Damerel, ‘Myrt,’ is expected here in 
two weeks. 

Picture deal is expected to put 
back the personal appearance tour 
of the two for Fanchon & Marco 


GRAB TRACY’S CAR 


Walter Anderson, radio 
agent, who won a judgment for $555 
from Arthur Tracy (Street Singer) 
by default, attached Tracy's $11,00( 
ear in front of the CBS building in 
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Airing the Horses 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Proponents of the amendment go- 
ing on the ballot June 27, to legalize 
horse racing and pari-mutuel bet- 
ting in this state, will wage their 
vote getting campaign mostly on the 
air. 

Starting this week the liberals will 
buy time on stations broadcasting 
the various weekly fights in this 
section to put over their message 
to the sporting fraternity. 
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NBC Network 








S. A.’s New Station 
Capetown, May 18. 
Squipment for the new Capetown 
Broadcasting Studio will arrive June 
A Marconi company engineer will 


press 
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Radio Report a Going Places 
adio Kep Banieaile ols 

HEDGES TO PITTSBURGH Campagna Corp. Has re- (Continued from page 11) who wonder what's eating tha 
ARTHUR TRACY and LONESOME i newed ‘First Nighter,’ dra- all Fay Old-Fashionedness to her] black satin half of the troupe “te 


LULA 
Sonas and»Comedy 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


New quarter hour on CBS’ key 
station Wednesday nights at 9:15- 
9:30 E.D.S.T. is sponsored by 
Nonspi, anti-perspiration product, 


which is a Cecil, Warwick & Cecil 
account. It’s of the formula genera 
with a free gift offer and so paced 
as to impress in by no means a 
subtle manner that Lonesome Lula 
is lonesome for an obvious body- 
odor reason. L. L. is sub-captioned, 
‘who never gets her man.’ 

Tracy contribs the legit warbling 
for the entertainment draw and 
Lula (Agnes Moorehead, who also 
does her stuff on the Bourjois pro- 
gram) is the tragico-comedy relief. 

Primed for the femmes, Tracy’s 
program runs to the very romantic 
type of song, with a suggestion of 
the home-and-hearth stuff to drive 
home the masculine appeal and the 
benefits of Nonspi. 

A Plymouth car is the giveaway 
on a rhyming stunt with Nonspi. 
A summer weather shot and not too 
bad for 15 mins. Abel. 





JAMES KERR, JR. 
Songs 

Commercial 

WGY, Schenectady 

Kerr, originally heard on lunch- 
eon hour sustainers, is now also 
doing a Monday a. m. commercial 
for a furniture company. He is a 
lyric tenor with a nice though not 
powerful voice. Upper register is 
good and the falsetto is a clincher. 
Kerr sings with musical intelli- 
gence. 

His forte is better grade ballads, 
to which he confines himself on sus- 
taining programs. On the com- 
mercial, however, he mixes in pops 
and not always to best advantage. 
Mushy, fast-tempoed hot numbers 
are unsuited to Kerr’s style. 

In connection with the commer- 
cial, a contest to give Kerr a suit- 
able ‘trade’ name ‘s being conduct- 
ed. Plenty of advertising on his 
paid slot. Jaco. 








EVERY FRIDAY 10 P. M. 


Chesterfield 
Program 








NBC Network 
Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
Management NBC 
Personal Direction 
James F. Gillespie 














PHIL BAKER 
Sponsored by 
ARMOUR & CO. 


Fri., 8:30-9 P. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 











JOE PARSONS 
Radio’s Low Voice 


AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 


SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 

















Veteran Chicago Broadcaster Goes 
to KDKA 





12. 

William Hedges has been ap- 
pointed general manager of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, effective June 15. Ap- 
pointment was made by M. H. 
Aylesworth personally. 

Hedges is well known in broad- 
casting having been president of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
and former president of WMAQ. 
Inc. Since that station’s change 
of status Hedges has held the title 
of sales manager for NBC's Chi- 
cago branch. 

Hedges will take Roy Hazenbalg 
and John Gihon with him to Pitt. 
Hazenbalg will be sales “manager 


Chicago, June 


of KDKA, and Gihon production 
manager. Niles Trammel, local 
NBC vice-president, refused to 


transfer Gihon so the latter re- 
signed as Chicago continuity boss 
in order to accompany Hedges. 


Who will succeed Hedges and 
Gihon in Chicago is not yet de- 
termined. 

John Gihon will remain with 


NBC in Chicago as continuity di- 
rector. Niles Trammel persuaded 
him to reconsider his resignation. 





Gus-Anson Alternating 


San Francisco, June 12. 

Gus Arnheim's orchestra from the 
Hotel St. Francis will alternate 
with Anson Weeks’ Mark Hopkins 
band on the MJB Demi Tasse Re- 
vue broadcast over NBC's coast 
network. 

First of the new series was 
started by Weeks last Monday (5). 





LYON HOPS WITH HOPES 


Chicago, June 12. 

Charley Lyon, NBC's perambu- 
latory announcer, hopped to Ed- 
monton, Canada, by plane with 
hopes of meeting Jimmy Mattern, 
globe-circling aviator, on his ar- 
rival from Siberia. 

Lyon, accompanied by Jim Cook, 
did similar service in Edmonton 
for NBC on the occasion of the 
Post-Gatty flight. 





EXTEND ON HUGHES 


San Francisco, June 12. 
Langendorf United Bakeries has 
okayed another six weeks of ‘Lang- 
endorf Pictorial.’ 
This is a daily by Rush Hughes 
on NBC’s KGO and KFT. 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 
nized violins, similar to those used 
in picture, did a tabloid version on 
marquee of film’s ‘Shadow Waltz’ 
number, 

Picture opened big, and if it lives 
up to expectations will be held for 
two weeks, first time in history that 
Stanley has held a picture more 
than single week. 





Juves Welcomed 


Los Angeles. 

With the advent of summer vaca- 
tions, F-WC managers are being 
urged to make extra efforts to draw 
kiddie patronage. Circuit’s house 
organ exhorts managers to sell 
parents the idea that youngsters 
attending the theatres alone will be 
welcome and taken care of while 
under the supervision of the house 
attaches. 

Point is made that if children can 
be induced to attend one of the 
circuit’s houses once a week during 
the summer months it will make a 
big difference in the volume of biz, 
as well as providing the juves with 
a vacation diversion. 


Mex Raffles 
Mexico City. 

Thirteen well-dressed and masked 
youths, appearing separately in 
various business sections and 
awarding identifiers with a bank- 
note worth $15 and free tickets for 
the National Lottery, put ‘El Pris- 
ionero 13’ (‘Prisoner 13’), historic 
drama produced by National Motion 





Picture Production Co., over with 
a bang. 
Rides on Radio 
Salt Lake City. 

Falling in line with Paramount's 
current contest, ‘Search for Beauty,’ 
in which fifteen men and fifteen 
women, selected from all English- 


speaking countries, will star in pic- 


ture of same, Capitol theatre has 
started local contest. 

Present contest is confined ex- 
clusively to KDYL. Ten merchants 
are tied up with contest and pro- 
vide for the radio time. 








matic sketch series, over NBC 
and out of Chicago commenc- 


ing June 30 for 13 times. New 
time Fridays at 10-10:30 
EDST. McCann Erickson 
agency. 

Cutex (Northam Warren 
Corp.). Starts June 23 on 
Fridays, 9-9:30 p. m. EDST, 


presenting Phil Harris orches- 
tra with Leah Ray via WJZ- 
NBC net. New account. J. 
Walter Thompson agency. 

Dr. Lyons Toothpowder. Re- 
newal starting July 2, Sundays, 
9-9:30 EDST via WEAF-NBC. 
*‘Manhattan-Merry-Go- Round’; 
with Gene Rodemich orchestra, 
Jean Sargent, David Percy and 
Men About Town. R. L. Wat- 
kins Co., the sponsors; Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert agency. 

Kraft Phenix Cheese Corp. 
Paul Whiteman orchestra and 
variety show, commencing 
June 26, via WEAF-NBC 
chain (maybe national if cime 
can be cleared). J Walter 
Thompson agency. 

Resort Ass’n of America. 
‘The Vacationeers,’ orchestra, 
headed by Allan Small. Diener 
& Dorskind, agency. Started 
June 9, Fridays, 7:30-7:45 p.m., 
EDST, WEAF only. 


Ether Slants 


Polly Moran was a panic on the 
Fleischmann Hour (8), being 
rightly saved for the top-off spot. 
The pacing of the Fleischmann 
Yeast program is showmanly. Bob 
Hope, the comedian who was in 
‘Ballyhoo’ early in the season, led 
off brightly. Then came the saxo- 
phone virtuoso, Rudy Wiedoeft, her- 
alded by his disciple Rudy Vallee as 
the Kreisler of the sax, and Bennie 
Krueger, no small reed exponent on 
his own, particularly with the many 
novelty effects he can get out of the 
sax. That runs the gamut from 
slap tongue, hiccup, barnyard imi- 
tations, steel guitar and other ef- 
fects, including Krueger’s famous 
laffing sax. The trio ultimately 
joined in a group number, with the 
announcer identifying each as he 
essayed a strain. A part of the good 
showmanship evidenced throughout. 

Vallee himself is no slouch on the 
showman angle. He lends color to 
every new number he plays by re- 
counting a brief history thereof or 
making some remark about the 
short life of a popular song due to 
the radio’s overpopularization and a 
flattering introduction in general. 
These little things have made him 
a fave with the tinpan alleyites, for, 
unlike the other users of popular 
music, Vallee recognizes the grief 
that lies behind every song before 
it attains a too-sudden popularity; 
and when it does, how inadequate are 
the returns to its creators, consider- 
ing what the same material means 
to the radio programs. Vallee him- 
self is, of course, the best example, 
for without constantly new song 
material he’d minimize his appeal. 
Accordingly he does all he can 
whenever taking up any new num- 
bers to build the songs and try to 
add a little stability to them. 

Katherine Perry, who will be in 
the new ‘Blackbirds’ revue, did the 
former Lew Leslie’s show hit, ‘Can’t 
Give You Anything But Love,’ and 
introduced a new one out of the 
forthcoming 1933 edition, ‘Don’t 
Blame Me,’ also by McHugh and 
Fields. Leo Carrillo, with a Canuck 
‘pome,’ next and okay. Then the 
effervescent Polly, who debunked 
Hollywood plenty. She’ll probably 
be no rave with the Beverly Hill 
bill-dodgers for the things’ she 
ragged ’em about. It was kiddin’ 
on the square. 

Carrillo is to be continued on the 
air for Standard Brands, shifting to 
the affiliated Chase & Sanborn pro- 
gram Sunday night. Hope also 
seems worthy of grooming, for he 
has limitless air possibilties. He’s 
a facile creator of his own mate- 
rial, along the lines of Fred Allen, 
but gets ’em down to earth a bit 
more. His material Thursday was 
crisp and effective. 














WMCA-WPCH’S inaugural as a 
full time indie station was cele- 
brated with a marathon’ show 
Wednesday night (7) to an invita- 
tion audience in the Manhattan the- 
atre, which building houses Donald 
Flamm’s station. It marked the offi- 
cial culmination of a long and ex- 
pensive fight by Flamm and his 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., to shift the City of New York's 
WNYC station to another wave 
length in order to clear the channel 
for WMCA-WPCH continuing an 
uninterrupted broadcast instead of 
splitting its time with the municipal 
station, 

Rudy Vallee headed the special 
show, being one of the WMCA 





alumni, where he first came to at- 
tention via the Herbert's Blue Dia- 
mond program. | 





character, so combining the best 
features of each. Miss Keeler shows 
the gals how much easier it is—and 
how very much more effective, after 
one has gotter one’s self up to one’s 
prettiest, to let someone else do the 
thinking. Miss Keeler never for a 
moment questions .he supremacy of 
the male; she wouldn't dream of 
competing with him. No, her mis- 
sion in life is to be tender, depend- 
ent, docile, admiring, to look up to 
him wide-eyed with wonder at his 
wisdom, his strength, his master- 
fulness. It’s a lot less trouble and 
a deal more sure-fire in the all-ab- 
sorbing battle to get a man, the 
flaps will find, to go after him with 
Miss Keeler’s passive weapons; he 
doesn’t wriggle so, for, her way, he 
doesn’t realize he’s hooked until it’s 
all over and tvo late. Hers is such 
a pleasant, peaceful attack. 

Right in the same picture the 
strident modern methods are dis- 
played, all the better to contrast 
with Miss Keeler’s soothing cam- 
paign. Joan Blondell, Aline Mac- 
Mahon, Ginger Rogers plot, strug- 
gle and dash about all for the same 
goal, wear cthemselves out, rack 
their brains thinking up smart 
answers, and what does it get them 
but the supporting cast? Miss 
Keeler’s had the leading man from 
the beginning. Sensible, instinctive- 
ly right little girl, she has nothing 
to do but take it easy, show how 
much she’s learned about make-up 
since her last picture, and see to it 
that her own personal style tri- 
umphs over the wild creations of 
‘Gold Diggers’ costume designer. 








Butterfly Gerhardt 


Sylvia Sidney does have at least 
a little bit of fun in ‘Jennie Ger- 
hardt,’ dressing up in Jennie’s 
clothes and playing grown-up-lady. 
Such a little thing she is, so small 
and grateful, so sweet in those 
great big hats with their sweeping 
willow plumes, so cunning in those 
long full skirts, such a perfect little 
doll in those slender’ corsetted 
waists, those enormous puffed 
sleeves—a little Japanese doll so 
beguiling the costume designer just 
had to do some quaint American 
costumes for her she'd look so 
piquant, what with the fascinating 
Oriental plane of her face, the Nip- 
ponese outline of her coiffure and 
all. 

The sorrowful story of ‘Mme. But- 
terfly’ still saddens sympathetic lit- 
tle Miss Sidney even if they do 
say that now she’s Jennie Ger- 
hardt. The same quick, tremulous 
little smile crinkles up her slanting 
eyes, the same passive resignation 
slows her heart-heavy movements. 
Since it seems she’s doomed for- 
ever to be unlucky in love, Miss 
Sidney gives in to her fate right 
away, predicts, by her immediate 
ill-omened aura, the minor note in 
her voice—that happiness as others 
know it is not for her. A girl so 
plaintively rejoicing at landing the 
job of scrubwoman in a gaudy ho- 
tel, so dewily eager to get laundry 
to take home for her leisure time, 
can come to no good. She's a per- 
fect set-up for a selfish masculin> 
boot. Miss Sidney doesn’t only get 
what’s coming to her, she begs for 
it, begs for it like a little child for 
all the gray streaks they finally put 
in her hair. 

Age is absolute in ‘Jennie Ger- 
hardt.” Everybody is either very, 
very young or very, very old. Louise 
Carter plays Jennie’s mother made 
up to look like her great great 
grandmother. Gilda Storm, Miss 
Sidney’s little daughter, looks like 
her mother, besides proving to her 
that whatever she sacrificed for her, 
it wasn’t worth it. Perhaps she 
is supposed to take after her father. 
Mary Astor is lovely in her perioi 
clothes and plausible too. Dorothy 
Libaire, the proud, haughty, rich 
sister, practically hisses her stock 
meller hatred. 


Clear as Mud 

There’s a moral lurking in the 
ballet ‘Manhattan Serenade’ at the 
Music Hall, something that means 
to teach the cusotmers a lesson. If 
the customers persist in being puz- 
zled, it’s their own hard luck. Cus- 
tomers who can’t figure out why 
dancers in cream satin evening 
dresses and long white gloves lie 
on the floor and wave their arms 
until Patricia Bowman, in a cir- 
cular chiffon sheath glistening with 
diamants, wanders in on her toes 
and bids them arise—customers 


on by writhing Von Grona—cus. 
tomers who have difficulty recon. 
ciling the goings-on on the stage 
with the nervous activity of 
back-drop, which changes—by an 
intricate arrangement of _§ slots— 
from murky brown to white ang 
back again—well, that just shows 
what Art’s up against. The thing’s 
ealled ‘Manhattan Serenade,’ isn’t 
it, and the cream satin girls strike 
virginal attitudes and classic for- 
mations, don’t they, While the 
black satin girls act like they're 
full of the Old Nick, anybody can 
see—so why can’t the customers 
realize that it takes all kinds to 
make a town like ours and stop 
whispering questions of one ane 
other while the thing’s going on” 

The Roxyettes now—they’ve been 
so busy learning how to trip light. 
ly, but always synchronously, up 
and down their honeycomb of 
staircases that they’ve neglected 
entirely to be significant. Besides, 
they don't believe in worrying 
folks. That’s why folks are <o fond 
of them. Give them some leotards 
fashioned after medieval page cos- 
tumes—half scarlet, half gold, give 
them a good hard intricate routine, 
and they’re happy, so full of zest 
and precision, once they’ve mas- 
tered their number, that the only 
problem they are going to put be- 
fore the customers is the wonder 
that so many girls can all agree to 
do exactly the same thing at ex- 
actly the same time. 


the 





‘FISHFACE’ GOES NBC 
San Francisco, June 12. 


Elmore Vincent, who did the char- 
acter ‘Senator Fishface’ on KJR, 
Seattle, added to the staff of NBC 


here. 
Charles Concannon on KJBS as 
announcer; formerly on KYA. 


PHIL | 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
THURSDAY 
11:15 P.M. 





‘Melody Headlines” 
SATURDAY 
7:45 P.M. 

















Featured in 
Columbia Revue 








PIANO 





EN TOUR 


NBC NETWORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 











THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 











MARTHA «© HAL 


The Little Southern Girl 


and 
Her Good Natured Boy Friend 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 8 A.M., WJZ 
A BEN ROCKE PRODUCTION 











| MANDY LOU 


with FRED WARING’S MUSIC 


OLD GOLD HOUR 


WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 
Columbia Broadcasting 
WABC Rhee 
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Beck Thinks He'll Show Tm How to 
Operate New Circuit of 60 Indies 








Out of little time big time used 
to grow. By the same calculation 
doth large theatre circuits, maybe, 
epring from 30 or 40 little telegrams. 
The big circuit is going to be es- 
tablished by the recipient of the 
telegrams, Martin Beck. The wires, 
gaid Beck, were received after word 
that he was through at RKO got 
around. All were from independent 
managers who want him to take 
over their houses and run them in 
their behalf. 

Beck was interviewed in his quiet 
little office yesterday (Monday) in 
his own Martin Beck theatre, New 
York. As he wove his dreams of a 
Martin Beck circuit of theatres, 
much as a poet would write an ode 
to his mother, he was the perfect 
picture of peace. 

When Beck left the RKO office 
Friday (9) for the last time he was 
supposed to have been a rip snort- 
ing demon in human form, intent 
upon wreaking vengeance upon his 
enemies and sworn to sue RKO over 
the Orpheum circuit and the Palace 
theatre, New York. But there was 
no such person in that little office 
in the Martin Beck theatre. In- 
stead, behind the desk in that little 
office in the Martin Beck theatre 
sat a disciple of peace on ea#th and 
good will toward men. 

‘Tam not suing RKO or anybody 
else,’ he said. ‘I have no grievances 
against anybody. The boys over at 
RKO are all okay with me and I 
think Harold Franklin is a great 


operator.’ 
Sea Air 


A good-will tour on Franklin’s 
96-foot yacht over the weekend pre- 
ceded the change in Beck’s attitude 
and it was reported the sea air had 
a lot to do with it. When the boat 
departed things were not so rosy, 
but by the time it docked Commo- 
dore Franklin and First Mate Eeck 
had become bosom palsy-walsies. 
The new feeling grew out of Frank- 
lin saving Beck’s life when the 
Franklin floating palace just missed 
being rammed by the Vanderbilt 
yacht, or vice versa. When it looked 
like the boats would kiss each other, 
somebody on board the Franklin 
yacht yelled, ‘We’re doomed!’ 


The boat trip was in lieu of the 
farewell luncheon that Franklin said 
he would toss for his pal Martin, 
but which was called off at the last 
minute, causing nasty rumors. 


Beck said he’s going to attend 
the Palace stockholders’ regular 
monthly meeting today (Tuesday), 
also the forthcoming meeting of the 
Orpheum preferred = stockholders’ 
committee, of which he is a mem- 
ber, but that he would rather talk 
about his new circuit. 


Needs a Title 


It looks like he'll have about 60 
theatres, said Beck, but he doesn’t 
wish to divulge the names or loca- 
tions till later. The only thing that 
isn’t straightened out, he said, is a 
name for the circuit. Suggestions 
have been made that he call it the 


Martin Beck Circuit, but Beck 
doesnt’ want to do that, he de- 
clared, 


It'll be a vaudfilm circuit with 
operating offices in Atlanta, San 
Francisco, Chicago and New York, 
with a vaude booking office in New 
York and George Godfrey associated 
in the vaude end. 

The man who talked about the 
future had nothing but kind words 
for the past was a new Beck, sort 
ef a this year’s trade-in on last 
year’s model. As he concluded his 
poetical discourse on the future of 
Martin Beck a robin red breast 
burst into song on the Martin Beck 
theatre canopy, which that little 
office in the Martin Beck theatre 
overlooks. It seemed to chirp, ‘60 
theatres, 60 theatres, and nobody's 
Soing to be sued.’ 


MRS. WHITE’S BAD FALL 


San Francisco, June 12. 

A bad fall from a balancing pole 
to the orchestra pit of RKO’s Golden 
Gate last week sent the wife and 
Partner of Upside Down White to 
St. Mary’s Hospital here with an 
injured back and arms. 

Suddenly plunging into the pit, 

rs. White narrowly missed sev- 
eral musicians. White continued the 
act despite the accident, and fin- 
ished out the week. 





NO GUNS BOOMING 


Dance Director Creates Tenseness 
In Goldwyn-Warner Studios 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Conflicting demand on the time 
and services of Busby Berkeley 
may shortly break out in verbal 
warfare between Jack Warner and 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

Dance director has a contract 
with Warners permitting him to 
work at other studios during off 
time. Goldwyn signed him to pick 
and rehearse girls for Eddie Can- 
tor’s pic, ‘Roman Scandals,’ around 
June 15, contingent on his being 
free. Meantime Warners decided to 
call rehearsals on ‘Footlight Pa- 
rade,’ going into production today 
(Mon). Warners’ current demand 
on Berkeley is presumed to last un- 
til late into July, with further use 
of the dance stager on musical 
shorts until early September. 

The Cantor pic must go into 
work not later than July 15 for him 
to fulfill later broadcasting com- 
mitments. Goldwyn lot has been 
waiting in vain and in reported ire 


for Berkeley’s appearance this 
week. Observers say blow-off is 
overdue. 





SALARY SET JAM 
DROPPED BY 
FEDERAL MAN 


James A. Horton, assistant chief 
examiner of the Federal Trades 
Commission, is understood to have 
dropped his investigation of the 
major variety circuits’ vaude sal- 
ary pact and booking agreement be- 
cause of failure of the alleged com- 
plainant, Venita Gould, to press 
charges. 

Horton questioned the circuit ex- 
ecs in New York on the Gould mat- 
ter before leaving for Washington. 

No formal complaint was entered 
by Miss Gould, whose case against 
the circuits has been since settled, 
but the information reached Horton 
in a round-about way. He was re- 
ported to have been unsuccessful in 
an attempt to discuss the matter 
with Miss Gould. 

Miss Gould walked off the bill be- 
fore the opening show at the Para- 
mount, New York, some time ago, 
cbjecting to the +..ge setting for 
her act. The theatre filed a claim 
with the V. M. A. for a week’s sal- 
ary under the play or ~.~y contract 
clause. A compromise decision was 
later reached, Meantime the matter 
was said to have been discussed by 
the circuit bookers at one of their 
regular meetings, with the usual 
‘blacklist’ rumors resulting. 








The Norwoods’ Divorce 





Los Angeles, June 12. 

Alpha Hall Norwood has filed 
divorce action here against her hus- 
band and former stage partner, 
Harry Norwood, now an RKO agent 
in New York. She charges desertion. 

The Norwoods, as Norwood and 
Hall, were a standard vaude team 
until the husband turned agent 
about two years ago. 





Marco in East Delays 
Al Pearce Barnstorming 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Al Pearce and his radio gang, 
who were doing a nightly broad- 
cast, excepting Saturday and Sun- 
day, from the stage of the Para- 
mount theatre here, want to break 
away for a few weeks to make a 
personal appearance tou! through 
the Northwest, but are unable to 
make any plans by reason of Marco, | 
who operates the Par, being in New 

York. 
Pearce outfit put on a 
which out 
for the coast | 
been plas - 


stands in 


ana his 
30-minute program, 
by remote to KFI 
NBC. The radio act has 
ing numerous one-day 
Southern California since 
away from the KHJ ‘Happy-Go- 
Lucky’ hour and wants to invade 


" a. , 
break in¢t 





other terrftory. 


| because 


| clique 





Miscue 





A dignified man selling neck- 
ties rang the Jack Osterman’s 
door bell. He told Mrs. Oster- 
man he used to be an actor 
and that he knew Jack very 


well. 

‘Vaudeville?’ asked Mrs. 
Osterman. 

‘No,’ the man replied, 


‘straight legit.’ 

Mrs. Osterman bought a tie 
and the man told her to give 
Jack his regards. ‘Tell him 
Brownie of the Four Dancing 
Brownies sends his best.’ 


SUMMER SHOW BIZ 
PUZZLE TO THE BOYS 


The boys just can’t figure show 
biz for the summer. Even the cafe 
bookers who see their juiciest op- 
portunity between the Chi Fair and 
the resort spots are beginning to 
discount the beer thing. 

‘You can get beer anywheres for 
a dime, even in drugstores, so that’s 
not going to mean so much,’ they 
conclude. 

Surprisingly large number of 
standard acts are available at Wool- 
worth prices for any beer garden, 
but indications already are that un- 
less the entertainment is superlative 
they'll not patronize a beer spot re- 
gardless of the pop price appeal. If 
it’s a big show such as Benny Mar- 
den ang Sam Salvin’s Riviera, or the 
Paradise and Hollywood on Broad- 
way, they'll go for the $2.50 and $3 
minimum check. 


Hickey Reinstated 


After being kept off the RKO 
booking floor for six months by the 
agents’ association, John Hickey 
has obtained access as an associate 
of the Harry Norwood office. 

Hickey was dropped from the 
floor after marrying Charlie Free- 
man’s secretary, Helen Daley. 


Ted Fiorito Returns 
Flesh to L.A. State 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Loew's State goes back to stage 
shows June 22, when Ted Fiorito 
and his band go in for a two weeks’ 
engagement, with options. If outfit 
clicks it will be switched to a week 
at the West Coast, Long Beach. 
State boosts its b. o. tariff for 
the Fiorito engagement, going back 
to the 25c, 35c and 55c scale that 
prevailed before Fanchon and 
Marco stage shows were eliminated 
some months ago. 


























Glens Falls Lease 
Glens Falls, N. Y., June 12. 

A new deal at the Empire here 
names David W. Collins as sole les- 
see and manager. Collins has oper- 
ated the theatre as an associate of 
Lawyrence J. Carkey, who now bows 
out. 

Present stock policy will be 
changed to vaude and pictures. 


Despite Protests by N.V.A. Patients 
Sans Lady Super Upheld by Fund 





COMEDY GUN CHARGE 





Dismissed Against Elder Medley— 


Used in Son’s Stage Act 





Medley and Dupree found out that 
vaude acts using guns or firearms 
as props had better have permits. 
Although Harris Medley, father of 
Ed Medley of the act, was dismissed 
in New York Special Sessions when 
Julius Kendler in his behalf set 
forth the innocent circumstances 
which rad caused the elder Medley’s 
arrest. 

Medley, Sr., is property man of 
his son’s turn and had called at the 
New York general postoffice for 
some .32 guns shipped him from his 
home in Mundelein, Ill., when it was 
found that the .22 blanks didn’t fit. 
Medley had wired his home in frank 
manner to ship him the .32 guns and 
cartridges, figuring the usual fire 
dept. permits at the theatres okayed 
everything. 

He was arrested upon receipt of 
the parcel at the p. o., the telegraph 
authorities having seemingly tipped 
off the cops when transmitting the 
message. The guns in the Medley 
and Dupree act are used for comedy 
purposes. 


Jersey Grand Jury 
Gets N.T.G-Loew s 
Indecency Pinch 


Jersey City, June 12. 


Charges against Nils Granlund 
(N.T.G.) and three girls in his act 
of giving an improper performance 
at Loew’s last week were remanded 
to the Grand Jury at the police 
court hearing yesterday (Monday). 

N.T.G. was released in $1,000 bail 
and the girls in $500 each when ar- 
rested on the next to last day of 
their week’s engagement at Loew’s. 

Arrests were made by two police- 
women who caught the show after 
N.T.G. had received an order early 
in the week from the police depart- 
ment to put more clothes on his 
girls. It was charged N.T.G, had 
not complied sufficiently with the 
no-nudity order. 











TEAM ENGLAND-SET 


Yates and Lawley are set for six 
weeks at least in England, opening 
at the Palladium, London, in late 
July. Male vocal team sails July 
14 on the Manhattan. 





Dick Henry of the Jack Curtis 
| office. 





RKO Agents’ Assn Must Hold Election 
Or Disband, ‘Copper’ Agents Advised 





Re-election of officers af the RKO 
agents’ association (ARA) has been 
ordered held this week by the cir- 
cuit’s new booking regime headed 
by Arthur Willi and Bill Howard 
The agents’ only alternative, as al- 
lowed by RKO, is to disband the 
association, 

Purpose of thorough reorganiza- 
tion, according to RKO, is to rid 
the ARA of the political back- 
ground that has existed since its 
formation under Martin Beck and 
George Godfrey’s direction over a 
year ago. 

The clique of a few policeman- 
agents through which Beck and 














Godfrey controlled the affairs of 
the entire agents’ body lost its 
power when Beck and Godfrey 
were dropped by RKO. The cir- 
cuit believes the favored group 
still exerts unwarranted influence 
the ARA setup with the 
on top remains unchanged, 
Same Officers 
changed 


ARA officers, not sinoe 





the association was formed in May 
| 193% 


Alex Gerber 


are Maurie Rose, president 





v. p.; N. BE. Manwar- 


ing, sec.; Eddie Keller, treas. Be 
sides the officers the arbitration 
board members are Hugo Morris, 


Arthur Blondell and George Wee 
den. Although the by-laws call 
for an annual election, the officers 
voted against holding one and to 
continue themselves in office last 
May. This was okayed by Beck, 
and as the rest of the agents had 
no voice in the matter, the decision 
stood. 

In none of its operation has the 
ARA been truly representative of 
the agents it was supposed to rep- 
resent. It has been more of a 
booking office blackjack over the 


agents’ head to keep the agents 
in line. With the exception of 
Blondell (Blondell & Mack) none 


of the officers was among the lead- 


ing RKO agents in volume of 
weekly business when elected. The 
arbitration board’s decisions were 
generally known to have been 
based not on the principle that the 
ARA was for and by the agents, 


but always suspected of being God 
frey and Beck’s own ideas and just 
delivered through their dummy 


The Mrs. Katherine Murphy con- 
troversy is up again at the NVA 
Sanatorium at Saranac Lake, N. Y., 
and the charges, same as before, are 
that the San’s lady superintendent's 
treatment of patients is detrimental 


to their health rather than an 
aid to recovery. The charges are 
again disputed and Mrs. Murphy 


upheld by the NVA Fund commit- 
tee, which guides the destinies of 
the San. 

To the contention of some of the 
patients that Mrs. Murphy is too 
severe in her supervision of their 
recuperative routine and personal 
conduct, the NVA Fund replies that 
if Mrs. Murphy has any fault at all, 
it’s that she’s too lenient. 

According to the NVA Fund, the 
discontent among protesting pa- 
tients grows out of resentment over 
Mrs. Murphy’s interference, as su- 
perintendent, with personal liber- 
ties. She is upheld by the Fund in 
these charges. 

Petitions 

A petition was signed and sent to 
New York two years ago, with Mrs, 
Murphy's resignation requested. 
The NVA Fund investigated the 
charges at that time and decided 
they were unfounded. Mrs. Murphy 
remained. The new charges, prac- 
tically the same, are also challenged 
by the NVA Fund, which declares 
Mrs. Murphy will continue to stay. 
Another petition was forwarded to 
New York just lately. 

William J..Lee, vice-president of 
the Fund, and, with Henry Chester- 
field, in charge of the NVA’s 
finances and affairs, both in New 
York and at Saranac, went to the 
San for an inquiry a couple of 
weeks ago upon receipt of the latest 
complaints. According to Saranac 
reports, Lee saw four patients, none 
of whom is a member of the anti- 
Murphy faction, and then went fish- 
ing. Lee states he saw and heard 
enough while there to balance the 
case in Mrs. Murphy’s favor. 


Puppets on Big Stage 


Chicago, June 12. 


Victorio Podrecca’s ‘Piccoli,’ which 
just concluded three weeks as a le- 
git attraction in the Erlanger the- 
atre, opens June 16 for Balaban & 
Katz at the Chicago theatre. It’s 
the marionette attraction’s first 
booking in the varieties. 

Despite the size of the auditorium, 
Lou Lipstone okayed the turn be- 
cause the puppets are of unusual 
size, ranging up to four and a half 
feet. 











House Tops First Vaude 
Revival at L.A. Hillstreet 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Opening bill for the new vaude 
policy opening (16) at the RKO 
Hillstreet will be headlined by Billy 
House, and includes Three Zechos, 
Blossom Sisters, The Burroffs and 
Claude DeCarr. 

Karyl Norman tops the show for 
the second weck. 

Horace Heidt’s band of 18 will 
work in pit and stage, as a back- 
ground for the five acts, booked 
locally by Bern Bernard. 








ARA, 





‘Family Upstairs’ as Tab 
May Play Butterfield 


Chicago, June 12. 

‘Family Upstairs,’ about ready to 
end its long run at the Cort (legit) 
theatre, may be condensed to an 
hour for picture houses. Tentative 
deal with the Butterfield circuit in 
Michigan is on a 50-50 sharing basis 
of the gross. 

This play by Harry Delf has pre- 
viously been presented in vande- 
ville as a sketch running about 40 
minutes, 


MABELLE PEARL TO ENG. 


Mabelle Pearl, who hurried back 
to the States when her mother was 
injured in an automobile accident, 
is taking her mere back with her to 
England on the S. S. Manhattan, 
June 21, to resume her professional 
work with the Four Musketeers. 

With the Musketeers she has been 
playing the Paramount theatres in 
England and also obtained a return 
engagement at the Royal Bath hotel, 
Bournemouth, British 
seaside resort. 
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‘World Fair's Wandering Minstrels 





Few Vaude Acts, Though, Finding Engage- 
ments at Chi’s Expo 


Chicago, June 12. 

Some vaudevillians are finding 
occasional work in the World’s Fair 
here. A free show of 10 acts was 
staged by Joe Coffey one night. 
Unusual stage was a barge on the 
lagoon. Spectators sat in bleachers 
facing the water. 

Acts for this occasion included: 
Firmin and Devries, Cutler and 
Dribbs, Waddy Wadsworth, Two 








4 


Graces, Deimar, Suzanne France, 
Three Larconians, Gold Dust Twins, 
Novak and Fay. 

At least four acts appear to have 
gotten a more or less permanent 
job at the expo to become ‘strolling 
players.’ They are Three Aces, 
Reckless Trio, Four Nighthawks 
and Two Graces. These turns wan- 
der through the grounds and enter- 
tain the crowds gratis. 


Beer and Vaude Help 
Performers Club Fund 


Chicago, June 12. 


Performers Club of America now 
established in an extensive upstairs 
layout on North Clark street is giv- 
ing bi-weekly vaude shows. Prac- 
tically nothing but novelty acts on 
the bills. 

Performers Club circulates the 
neighborhood widely with invita- 
tion tickets that contain the infor- 
mation that a 25-cent ‘donation’ is 
taken, Club theatre can seat 
nearly 500 persons. Beer is sold 
from a bar and also in the audi- 
ence with sales reported brisk. 


Shows are well liked and a con- 
siderable revenue for the club 





treasury has already been taken in. 














Personal Manager 
A. L. BURKS 





Following Her Sensational 


AT THE 


WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON, 


D. 
(Saturday June 3) 


GENE 
DENNIS 


THE MOST AMAZING GIRL 


IN THE WORLD 


RETURNS IN TRIUMPH 


TO 


RKO Keith’s, Washington 


FOR A 


THIRD WEEK 


Reeord Business At 102 In the Shade 


June 17 RKO Keith’s, Flushing 
June 24 RKO Madison, Brooklyn 
July 1 RKO Coliseum, New York 


Curtis & Allen Agency 


Cc. 


Appearance 


| days available with 


——— 


Coast Time for Eastern Acts 





Los Angeles, June 12. 

With from eight to 1f weeks of 
vaude time on the coast either avail- 
able, or to be after the middle of 
the month, eastern acts are begin- 
ning to flood the local bookers with 
letters and telegrams seekin; dates. 
Most of the acts are willing to come 
west if assured five to six weeks’ 
work, which can easily be given 
them under the present setup. 

Forthcoming additions to the 
rapidly growing list of vaude houses 
will be the RKO Hillstreet here and 
El Capitan (F-WC) in Frisco, both 
starting June 16. Loew's State here 
is also expected to fall in line, with 
stage shows then current in four 
L. A. downtown houses, others be- 
ing the Paramount (Partmar) and 
Warner's Downtown. 

Two-day weekend vaude policy 
inaugurated a week ago in the 
Casino, Frisco, proved profitable and 
an extra day will be added. 

Long Beach, Salt Lake and War- 
ner’s Hollywood are full week 
stands; Fresno offers four days at 
either the Warner house or the Fox- 
West Coast, and there are three 
the two cir- 


5 or 6 Wks. Sufficient, Say Easterners— 
8 to 10 Wks. Now Open with Vaude 





in Frisco, other than El Capitan, are 
the Golden Gate (RKO), and the 
Warfield (F-WC). Fulton in Oak- 
land adds another seven days, with 
numerous one, two or three day 
spots available in different localities 
at various intervals. 

Only town of any importance in 
this state without stage shows of 
any type is San Diego, and Foxe 
West Coast execs are strongly con- 
sidering reinstating vaude there be- 
fore the end of July. 


Berle Needs Rest 


Upon Dr. Jerome Wagner's ad- 
vice, Milton Berle is seeking to get 
out of the three consecutive weeks’ 
booking at Loew's State, New York, 
and go away for a rest at the end 
of this week. 

Berle has propositioned Marvin 
Schenck to return to N. Y. State 
after a couple of weeks away and 
remain there two or more weeks, 
but that the three straight weeks, 
in view of his intensive playing 
around New York, was too much 











cuits in Santa Barbara, Full weeks 


for him physically. 
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RKO ALBEE, 


Next Week (June 17) 


ACADEMY, NEW YORK 


Then Vacationing After Three Consecutive Seasons 


Personal Direction So & OF 


SID PAGE 


WITH 


PEGGY EARLE a« PETITE MARIE 


This Week (June 10) 


BROOKLYN 











Representative 
MILES INGALLS 


Just Returned from 11 weeks’ run at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre 
Hollywood ; 


ZIMBALIST 


Russian Harmonica Virtuoso 


FRED 


with 


MILDRED 

















RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, This Week (June 10) 





Direction—RKO—WEBER-SIMON AGENCY | 
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‘have, it seems, become educated. 
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Bigger and Better Backyard Circuit 





Max Tishman May Start to Book Revived 


Chain, Despite J 


By Joe Bigelow 


Revival of the Backyard Circuit 
is on, bigger than ever. That busi- 
ness was practically washed up a 
few years ago when most of the 
New York backyards were wired 
for sound; but lately the landlords 
have found that straight sound 
doesn’t draw any more and needs 
help. Instead of straight flesh, as 
in the old days, most of the new 
backyard time will be on the com- 
bination policy. 

Max Tishman is booking the re- 
vived open-air playing time and 
claims to have about 60 choice en- 
gagements lined up. They’re all 
short jumps and confined to Man- 
hattan in the area extending from 
72a street to 18lst street, every- 
thing in the residential districts. 
Later on he expects to have some 
nice yards up in the Bronx, and by 
fall figures on branching out to the 
other three New York boroughs. 

A new twist is that the janitors 
are considering getting together in 
a joint demand for 5% commish 
from all talent appearing in their 
respective yards. This is going to 


make things a bit tougher on the 
talent. but is called inevitable and 
‘just another trend of the times. 


intervening years 


Dog Bites Free 

The former clause insuring the 
backyard players against dog bite 
will be eliminated from the new 
contracts, declares Tishman, who 
maintains the moneys collected for 
bites was the real reason for the 
downfall of the backyard biz in the 
past. But as a protective measure, 
Tishman declares, tenants in the 
apartment buildings will be request- 
ed to muzzle pooches when airing 
them. 

Some have been considering doll- 
ing up their offerings with special 
scenery to give the business a little 
more class, especially under the 
combination vaudfilm policy; but a 
survey made last week of the ace 
yards of the town showed that it 
couldn’t be done. In former times 
most of the wash was hung in the 
yard, and some of the boys figured 
they’d use clothes lines to hang 
their scenery on, In recent years 
the majority of people have been 
hanging it on the roof. That’s too 
high to stretch a street or park 
drop from; so rather than cart 
around heavy flat pieces in the 
emergency the boys have decided to 
dispense with special scenery. If 
the building can’t supply a little 
dressing up in form of grass and a 
few trees or bushes, that’s the 
building’s tough luck, they say. 

. "Way Up 

Height of many of the apartment 
buildings where the best backyards 
are now located is causing further 
difficulty. There’s the matter of 
coins tossed from the top floors, A 
dime flung from a 35th-floor kitchen 
window may not look like a dime 
upon landing. The attempt to over- 
come this probable drawback will 
be made through use of baskets. 
Tenants will be asked to toss the 
dough one at a time, unless the tal- 
ent is a quartet or more and there 
happens to be enough catchers to 
grab the money on the fly. Bills are 
barred unless weighted down. 

Salaries won’t be very high over 
the summer months, says Tishman, 
but they’ll be raised to more gatis- 
factory levels in the fall. In the 
payoff organ grinders with monkeys 
will be classed as singles, as will 
comedians who use a stooge. 

Hearing about Tishman’s inten- 
tions of extending the Backyard 
Circuit, Inc., beyond Manhattan, the 
Staten Island Ferry-Boat Enter- 
tainers’ Association filed a protest 
Over the week-end. They say the 
yards of Staten Island are wide 
open for Tishman or any other 
booker, but declare that any act 
that decides to work the boat on the 
way over will be declared opposish. 


Mix Defers Dates 


Tom Mix has postponed his mid- 
dle western RKO percentage stage 
dates till August in order to beat the 
hot weather. The postponement was 
Satisfactory to RKO, which figured 
the weather would be against the 
theatres’ chances. 

Mix, who has eight weeks booked, 
would have opened this month. His 
Show is being laid out by the Morris 
office, 


anitors and Dogs 
+ 





TWO F&M MUSICAL 
ROAD SHOWS FOLDING 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

After out 13 and 10 months re- 
spectively, ‘Desert Song’ and ‘Fol- 
low Thru,’ Fanchon. & Marco 
musicals, are ready to close. ‘Follow 
Thru’ folds after its current week 
at Ft, Worth, due, primarily, to the 
ill health of Joe Penner, featured 
comedian, ‘Desert currently 
is playing a repeat in Denver, and 
folds after Salt Lake and Ogden, 


which follow. ‘Song’ opened May 
27 of last year, ‘Follow Thru ’started 





Song’ 


Aug. 19. 

‘Georgia Minstrels’ which pre- 
ceded ‘Desert Song’ by a week, is 
now playing in Iowa, after which 


it hits for the coast to close. F&M’s 
other musical, ‘Whoopee’ has been 
out since Sept. 22. Unit currently 
is in St. Louis, after which it either 
goes to New Orleans, with Texas to 
follow and then winds up in Iowa, 
or the Iowa dates will come first, 
with the show closing after its 
Texas engagements. 

These are the only F&M road 
shows, all other units being locally 
staged wherever the producers’ 
Stage attractions are used. 


SYRACUSE STAGE SHOWS 
HINGE ON PAR THERE 


Syracuse, N. Y., June 12. 

Vaudeville closing at the Para- 
mount Thursday (8), Syracuse will 
be without stage shows during the 
summer months. 

Plans for stage shows here in the 
fall hinge more or less on the fate 
of the Paramount, sought both by 
Schine of Gloversville and RKO. 
If the house, controlled by Empire 
State Theatre, Publix solvent sub- 
sidiary, goes to the Schines, it likely 
will have a straight film policy. 

If, however, RKO finally takes it 
over, either under a pooling arrange- 
ment, or outright, another possi- 
bility, stage shows are expected to 
go into Keith's. 

Loew’s also may be a party to the 
RKO deal now being negotiated 
with Publix. It is suggested that 
Paramount product be split between 
Keith’s and Loew’s State, with Loew 
agreeing to leave the local vaude 
field for RKO, 

At various times the State has 
been reported as ready to resume 
vaudeville. Recently, the house re- 
turned an organist to the console, 
while this week it has a stage at- 
traction of sorts in Sanabria's tele- 
vision. For the week of June 30 it 
will have a dance revue, produced 
locally by Sonya Marens. 





Coast Talent Winners 
Go in Bud Murray Unit 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Bud Murray is framing a 40-min. 
unit comprising the 10 girl winners 








Star-Headed Road Shows a F all 


Morris Office Arranging for Several Outfits 





—Four Weeks of 1-Niters 


PANTAGES REQUESTS 
VAUDE SALARY DATA 


Chicago, June 12. 
may return 
came 
through the 
Coast showmen for reports and sal- 


Alexander Pantages 
to vaudeville, A request 


to agents here from 


ary data on standard acts. 
Understood Pantages is building 
a file of the vaudeville talent now 


around and wants dope on several 
hundred turns. Conditions are 
greatly changed since he stepped 
out as a vaude showman, 





of Fox West Coast’s Talent quest, 
and a band, and will play it in F- 
WC houses as far north as San 
Francisco. 

Girls, as part of their award, will 
first appear in a Clark and McCul- 
lough comedy at Radio. Short is to 


accompany the unit wherever it 
plays. 

Murray is after a tie-up with 
Pickwick stages to transport the 


unit and with General Electric to 
supply an electric kitchen display 
truck from which meals will be 
served, 





Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Mae 
West and possibly Amos ‘n’ Andy 
will head their own shows when the 
William Morris office resumes with 
its two-a-day variety roadshows in 
the fall. They will be constructed 
along the same lines as the Cantor- 
Jessel and Whiteman-Pear]-Boswell 
layouts of last season. 

For Cantor it will be a repeat trip. 
He will start it off next season, 
probably early in September, with 
Jolson following, then the others. 

The Cantor and A. & A. line-ups 
will feature radio talent mostly. 
Miss West will be surrounded by a 
couple of picture names and vaude 
turns. 

Dates will all be one-niters and 
on a percentage basis. Morris of- 
fice will share as the booker and in 
partnership with the star or stars 
on the gross. Expectations are that 
each bill will be out about four 
weeks. 


Keeps On in Montreal 


Loew has changed its mind about 
taking the vaude out of Montreal 
for the summer. Straight films 
would have started next week (16), 

The Canadian week stays on the 
books with no change in budget, but 
under a week-to-week protective 
notice. 














NOW 
PLAYING 
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BALABAN & KATZ 






THE OUTSTANDING 
NIGHT CLUB AND 
THEATRE ENTERTAINER 


TEXAS 
GUINAN 


And HER GANG 
After Completing 18 Record Weeks of Capacity 





Business at the Frolics Cafe, Chicago 


Here Is What the Boys In the “Know” Say About Texas Guinan 


Ashton Stevens, dramatic critic, Chicago American, says: “Texas Guinan sells pewter 
for platinum and crowds love it.” 


Charlie Dawn, cafe critic, Chicago American, says: 


entertainment.” 






entertainment.” 






Hazel Flynn, columnist and movie critic, Chicago American says: “Guinan offers a million 
dollars’ worth of entertainment for those who seek whoopee.” 


Gail Borden, columnist and dramatic critic of Chicago Daily Times, says: “La Guinan 
can provide my night club fare at any time.” 


Amy Leslie, ex-dramatic critic, Chicago Daily News, says: ( 
Guinan is one of the very few night club entertainers that can provide a circus of fun for 


those from nine until ninety.” 
John Lawson, cafe critic, Chicago Daily News, says: “You can’t go amiss on Guinan’s 


Claudia Cassidy, dramatic critic Chicago Journal of Commerce, says: “Life with Texas 
Guinan still has the tempo of New Year’s Eve on a bull market.” 


The “Chicagoan” says: “La Guinan is a national weakness.” 


PLAYED TO OVER 40,000 
AT THE HARDING THEATRE 


BROKE ALL HOUSE RECORDS 
AT THE SOUTHTOWN THEATRE, CHICAGO 
OPENING DAY OF WORLD'S FAIR 






BREAKING 
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RECORDS | 
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ROYAL, CHATHAM 


London, June 2. 
This is Variety's first review of a 
vaudeville house outside London in 


England. Reason for report is that 
this is the first attempt of a bunch 
of American standard acts experi- 
menting with a unit idea on a per- 
centage basis. 

Chatham is an important naval 
town, 30 miles from London, with a 
population of 72,000, counting the 
adjoining town of Rochester. Be- 
sides the Theatre Royal, which has 
a capacity of over 2,000, there is an- 
other house—Barnard’s music hall, 
the oldest in England. The two 
towns also boast seven picture the- 
atres, 

But, despite that, the Royal occa- 
sionally grosses big money. Gracie 
Fields recently played to $6,572. 
Jack Hylton came next with $5,016. 
Jack Payne grabbed $4,668, while 
Debroy Somers scored $3,200. All 
these were on 70-30, with the big- 
gest end going to the acts. In all 
the above cases, the prices of ad- 
mission were raised about 50%. 
Otherwise admission ranges from 
30c top to 7c, and capacity at these 
prices cannot be more than $3,360 
for 12 performances. 

The Americans gambling on per- 
centage are Count Bernivici, with a 
locally gathered male orchestra of 
12; Fred Sanborn, Bobby ‘Uke’ Hen- 
shaw and Dezso Retter. To comply 
with Ministry of Labor ruling, there 
must be some English acts in the 
aggregation, there is a line of girls, 
a femme singer, and a couple of 
comedy acrobats, 

Opening were Hintoni Brothers, 
standard acrobats who do some 
leaps from piled-up chairs, and also 
indulge in comedy antics which do 
not enhance their value. The na- 
tives okayed this opener. 

Henshaw follows, and from then 
on acts as m.c. Bobby cracks a gag 
here and there, but it does not 
amount to much, Regina West, a 
hefty blonde who attempts every- 
thing more than once, does not 
mean a thing. Her dancing is not 
any better than the average chorus 
girl's. 

Polly Day, in private life Mrs. 
Detzso Retter, gives the locals a 
thrill with a rumba number, leaving 
them plenty to talk about. Retter 
does some monkeyshines with his 
table, good for laughs, and seemed 
new around here. His comedy 
wrestling bit, which is built up by 
the entire gang into a sort of wres- 
tling arena, seemed much too short 
for all the hullabaloo. 

Sanborn, besides doing his spe- 
cialty, also indulges in various com- 
edy bits with some of the company, 
all good for laughs. From a comedy 
angle, Sanborn was the hit of the 
bill. A ‘Samson and Delilah’ bit by 
Sanborn and Retter was particularly 
funny. The Eight Sunshine Girls, 
from a local dancing school, are a 
scraggy outfit. 

Second part of show is taken up 
with Count Bernivici and his band. 
Boys look small-timey, and, despite 
their Viennese uniforms, have cock- 
ney stamped all over them. Band is 
all too brassy, almost to deafening 
point. Customers, with few excep- 
tions as evidenced from those leav- 
ing the theatre, did not seem to 
mind the din, and went for the 
Count’s ‘1812’ in a big way. 

Show as a whole was well liked 
and should improve as it goes along, 
but is encountering tough breaks 
this week, being Derby week and 
about the hottest to date. Gross 
may amount to about $2,000, of 
which Bernivici, Sanborn, Retter 
and Henshaw get 60%. After they 
have paid off the band, the troupe 
of girls, two acts, Andre Navarre 
(Sanborn’s man), transportation of 
Count’s scenery, and carpenter and 
publicity man, the four will have 
about $400 to share between them. 

Looks like a pretzel date with 
prospects at Hippedrome, Leeds, 
next week, even worse, as house 
rarely grosses more than $1,000 per 
week. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The thrill of an otherwise routine 
bill this week is that moment in 
the 10th round of the Bear-Schmel- 
ing fight picture when the California 
Maxie starts one in Jersey City and 
lands it on the chin of the Berlin 
Maxie, who happens to be in the 
center of the Yankee Stadium at 
the time. The photography is so 
good the splattering from Baer’s 
water-soaked glove is seen as the 
right-handed roundhouse swing is 
stopped by Schmeling’s chin. 

With the film covering the fight 
almost full-length, there’s over a 
half hour of it on the Palace show. 
Several gents left at the finish of 
the fight picture without waiting to 
see the first vaude show Saturday. 
They missed neither a sock show 
nor a flop show, but a layout of 
five standard acts that strike a 
fairly satisfactory entertainment 
medium. 

There are about 30 people in- 
volved in the current Palace bill 
and the budget is around $2,000. 
That's buying ’em pretty cheap, and 
it sounds even cheaper for the Pal- 
ace than the ordinary theatre. 

The most highly-populated act, 
also the closer, is the Lester Cole 
male singing chorus. Up ahead are 
five sets of familiar faces, of which 
at least two go back to the days 
when the Palace was not the 


Broadway edition of the Lincoln 
Square. They are Violet Carison 
and Bob Hope. 

Honey Family, formerly the 
Honey Troupe, now comprising 
seven people, is this week's profi- 
cient opener. The feminine angle 
sells it easily, and the hard-work- 
ing members, three of whom are 
girls, make it a cinch, 

Fred Zimbalist, No. 2, is an har- 
monica player who formerly did his 
stuff in knee pants with Borrah 
Minevitch. According to the bill- 
ing he’s on his own now, but ac- 
cording to the act he’s not. There's 
a girl in the turn, a short blonde 
girl who sings in_ semi-operatic 
fashion and who, according to the 
announcement, used to warble for 
the San Carlo company. Her name 
is Mildred Hamlin, according to the 
same announcement, but it isn’t on 
the cards, which just say Fred Zim- 
balist. The boy is a first-rate 
mouth organ player and the girl an 
excellent opposite. She's enough of 
the act to rate equal billing. An 
exceptionally youthful-looking cou- 
ple for an act of this sort, they did 
very well in the Palace deuce spot. 

Miss Carlson follows with her 
now familiar, almost too familiar, 
clowning, as does Hope, in turn, 
with his stooge manipulating. They 
provided the light touch needed to 
prepare the customers for the heavy 
vocal closer. 

Ordinarily it would be tough sled- 
ding for the Palace this week, but 
it’s likely the fight film may pull it 
through. Business better than aver- 
age early Saturday afternoon de- 
spite the heat. ‘Girl in 419’ (Par), 
second run here after the Para- 
mount, is the picture. Bige. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


It might have been the film or, 
perhaps, Ray Bolger, but more 
likely it was the hot weather that 
had most influence in getting a good 
house Friday. But if they did come 


in to get cooled off both the picture 
and the show should be credited 
with assists. They helped to fill 
most of the downstair seats in the 
afternoon, and there was more than 
a quorum on the shelf. Show runs 
just short of three hours, with the 
vaude taking 76 minutes, of which 
the overture under Teddy King 
consumed six minutes. Rest of the 
time was split four ways, with Ray 
Bolger getting nearly half. 

Opener was Gautier’s dogs. Good 
for the children, but too slowly 
worked to go over smartly. Not the 
fault of the dogs. They work when 
they have something to do, but they 
are not given much, and the trainer 
strings it out with stalling. He 
seems to lack the trick of showman- 
ship and fails to keep the stage in 
action, spending too much time get- 
ting ready to show a trick that isn’t 
much when shown. 

Roye and Mayo on second with a 
dancing number that starts off with 
Roye at the keyboard of an im- 
mense painted piano with the girl 
posing behind the scrim. The ef- 
fect is not worth the trouble of 
carting and hanging the drop. It 
doesn’t make an effective picture, 
and the dancing is plenty able to 
get over on its own. Opens with a 
ballroom dance, into a squirmy Har- 
lem suggestion to the music of 
‘Stormy Weather,’ and closing with 
a romp that had them sitting up. 
Part of the interest was in the girl's 
bodice, which is craftily cut to sug- 
gest it is going to fall off, but never 
does. It’s as sensational a bit of 
dressmaking as has hit Yorkville in 
a long time. 

All three dances register with em- 
phasis, for both are good steppers 
and limber. Roye is a dancer in his 
own right and not merly a stooge 
for his partner. Costume changes 
broken by a girl who sings just well 
enough to get over. A male pianist 
also is carried. The act is terriby 
cluttered with excess baggage. 

Melson and Irmanette get off to 
a bad start with Melson’s idea of a 
Mississippi song with a small spe- 
cial drop with a profile steamboat. 
Lower part of the drop falls away 
to disclose a stagehand. At the 
show caught Melson did all the 
laughing. He goes into a short gag 
routine that does not pick up many 
laughs, and then brings on the girl, 
who garners a surprisingly good 
hand for a straight violin solo and 
more applause for a solo while 
dancing. She's been around some 
time, but does not seem to have 
gotten up the courage to branch 
out as a dancer to give variety to 
the turn. Melson back to show his 
special film in which he talks back 
to himself from the screen. It’s 
nicely timed and gets some laughs, 
but not very amusing, the humor 
being too forced. Ends with a song 
with the girl playing the accom- 
paniment. Melson has a nice way, 
but nothing of importance to do. 
The girl is what there is to the act 
in spite of the fact she’s kept too 
much in the background. 

Bolger got a reception as he en- 
tered, and did 18 minutes before he 
called it a day. Then back again 
for another nine mins. It takes ex- 
pert salesmanship to last 27 min- 
utes without wearing out, but that’s 

what Bolger has. He clicked every 
minute and could have come back 
again, 


Film is ‘White Sister’ (Metro). 





Brief newsreel Chic. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Virtually a unit show with a bit 
of trimming and an excellent com- 


edy performance, running an hour 
and 15 minutes. That's principally 
because of Milton Berle, who is all 
over the show. Some of his fellow 
m.c.’s3 may make cracks about th» 
kid, but he sure works, hot weather 
or not. 

Friday night, the culmination of 

a week’s heat wave, a spot in the 
loges couldn't be beaten as a re- 
treat from the heat. That section 
was fairly well tenanted, but the 
rest of the house ordinary. Sur- 
prising that the populace doesn’t 
play the modern vaudfilm houses 
under such conditions, but perhaps 
it’s easier to attend the neighbor- 
hood spots where atmospheric con- 
ditions may be as good, even if the 
show isn't. 
Berle, his stooges and the acts 
have been together for several 
weeks. The comic is booked for 
three weeks at the State, and will 
have a fresh supporting lineup 
starting Friday. He said that the 
house was once rather a stamping 
ground for him, but that was before 
he blossomed out as an m.c. 

The crux of the show is Owen 
McGivney and his ‘The Wager.’ In 
the old days the protean sketch and 
its resultant afterpiece in which the 
Mandel Brothers and Dotson ca- 
pered was a standard show. It 
still rates highly for rough enter- 
tainment. Quite a comeback for the 
older type of vaudeville sketch. 

By the time Berle went into the 
travesty he was soaking wet with 
perspiration, and it was a relief to 
off his coat, and pants for that mat- 
ter. No doubt he relished the squirt 
from the soda bottle. The McGiv- 
ney afterpiece is now billed as the 
‘Manor Murder Mystery.’ 

The Chester Hale Girls are billed 
as an act, but are on for but one 
number. That may be because of 
running time limit, but the troupe 
may be assigned to more routines 
in next week’s show. 

Paul and Nino Ghezzi opened. 
What a night for an equilibristic 
turn, even in an air-cooled theatre. 
Turn looked as good as the others, 
but out in front with the finale ‘up- 
side down blackbottom’ bit. Berle’s 
‘Off to the Races’ blackout came on 
top of the Hale dancers, with Ann 
Greenway accounting for the best 
laugh. 

Miss Greenway, something real 
nice in brunets, went into high with 
the prima donna number. She stood 
for plenty of rough stuff from Berle, 
but as they’ve been together for 
several weeks she’s probably used 
to it. 

Berle has two Hitler gags, shoved 
in a laugh crack about the Baer- 
Schmeling fight, clicked with a 
medley, also the radio bit, which 
about went for the most laughs. 
Feature film is ‘The Working Man’ 
(WB), with:George Arliss—a pleas- 
ure to watch this fine actor at a, 

Ibee. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, June 9. 
After four weeks of miserable 


business the town’s indie vaude 
house is back in the money. And 
due strictly to a money attraction, 
one of the few that are available 
for Baltimore. It’s Dave Rubinoff, 
as the billing says, and his violin, 
with his orchestra, also ih person, 
and with a 60-minute vaude show 
that’s about the final syllable in 
stage entertainment. 

For Rubinoff it constitutes a new 
act. The 60-minute show is being 
tried out here and if it clicks, will 
likely be the formula for all ap- 
pearances by Rubinoff in theatres. 
It’s a click, an idea and a cinch in 
anybody’s theatre. It spells enter- 
tainment and box office, will hit the 
G’s as easily as Rubinoff fiddles to 
high C. At this house the G’s are 
going to count up higher than 
they’ve done since way back. 

For his vaude show Rubinoff is 
carrying, besides his 17-piece or- 
chestra, two standard turns, Eddie 
White for the major comedy, and a 
femme _ hoofing foursome, badly 
named Nine, Ten, Jack and Queen. 
Girls deserve a better tag. Like 
their name, they get better as they 
go along. They open mildly with 
a rather jumbled routine, but finish 
strong on their challenge work. A 
revised opening and a new label 
would be to the gpod. 

White can play stock at this 
house. His third visit and _ set 
stronger than ever. Tied the pro- 
ceedings in a knot at the first show 
Friday and had to beg to get the 
act going. White is a comic with 
Hebe dialect and a voice that can 
get by in vaude nicely. Knows his 
audiences and his material. A 
strong contender for a place among 
the up-and-coming comickers. 

These two acts are spotted in the 
center of the Rubinoff turn and 
consume 25 minutes without trouble 
and with excellent results. On the 
two ends comes the violin, and 
Rubinoff, and the orchestra. Rubi- 
noff is still making faces when he 
rips into that fiddle, but it doesn’t 
make any difference because the 
music that results is showmanship- 
perfect and comes nicely under the 
heading of the ‘dynamic maestro.’ 
He proved the dynamic part here 
by his evident exertion, his profuse 
perspiration despite the cooling 





system and his willingness to fiddle 


himself and his orchestra in ex- 
haustion. Rubinoff saw to it that 
the Hipp’s customers got their 
money’s worth. Twice the audience 
scrambled back into their seats 
when Rubinoff gladly obliged with 
additional encores. 

Opens with the Chase & Sanborn 
theme, ‘Give Me a Moment, Please,’ 
and finishes with the same tune, 
getting a round of applause each 
time. Goes immediately into a 
round of pop tunes and then tunes 
up the Strad for his own moment, 
going particularly to the liking of 
this audience with his ‘Fit as a 
Fiddle’ in a trio of moods. Then 
the big orchestral wallop in a re- 
sume of Gypsy airs, directed in that 
dynamically showmanship manner 
by Rubinoff. First time this town 
has seen a vaude orchestra leader 
do more than wanly wave his baton 
in time with the music. 

All straight announcing is done 
.by the pianist, though Rubinoff 
wisely takes the mike himself later 
to inform the audience that ‘really 
can speak English,’ in Rubinoff’s 
fashion. 

One weak number in the entire 
turn, when compared with the rest 
of the act, is the ‘My Darling’ and 
‘Play, Fiddle Play,’ number, which 
is not up to the standard set in the 
earlier part of the act. 

The excellent house in for the 
first show also saw the world pre- 
miere of ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(RKO), Clark and McCullough 
comedy, and the regulation Pathe 
newsclips. 

PALACE, CHICAGO 

\ Chicago, June 9. 

No clues Friday as to when that 
hobgoblin of low’ grosses, the 
World's Fair, would relent and let 
the theatres make a little coin. 
Business was discouraging. And 
that makes about four weeks of 


mood indigo for the Palace. From 
its companion in misery, Balaban & 
Katz, it derives the left-handed con- 
solation that RKO has only one the- 
atre to lose money on account of the 
exposition. B&K has 30 fountains 
all spouting red ink. 

Omitting Oedepus Rex and play- 
ing down the mother-in-law thing, 
the tactics of John Joseph in selling 
‘Silver Cord’ (Radio) have been to 
avoid the things which admittedly 
don’t sell tickets in Chicago. It’s a 
tough picture to sell to the Palace 
clientele, 

On the vaude end there’s Benny 
Davis with a new, or partly new, 
bunch of talent, and Herb Williams. 
Davis has done well on previous 
visits to the Palace and also to the 
Oriental and has a type of turn they 
like on Randolph street. So, too, 
has Williams, with the qualifying 
reflection that even the public by 
now must know his every gesture 
and anticipate every bit. Davis 
turn time consumption cut the bill 
to four acts this week. 

It’s a nice show for all of that. 
Chung Yee Wah Troupe, with one 
of the celestials doing Hebe for 
comedy relief, are casual accom- 
plishers of the impossible. They 
speeded the performance down the 
turnpike at a zippy clip. Clifford 
and Marion, last in town at the 
Oriental some months ago, have 
some new snappy retorts and 
wheezes to upholster their stand- 
ardized routine. Did extremely well, 
but succumbed unwisely to a speech. 

Land. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Using the theory that the best 
manner to revive vaudeville is to 
pat it forcibly in the face with a 
shovel, this house can sport but two 


items worthy of note this week. 
One is the chirping of Armonde 
Chirot in a badly-framed Spanish 
flash act, and the other a nifty 
wire-walking opener, Frank Evers. 
Latter does a spirited dance me- 
lange on the tight string, with a 
femme to fill in with accordion 
squeezing between numbers. 

Claire Bros. and Lee are the usual 
unison tappers, a type of act ground 
out by dance schools all over the 
country. They look neat but offer 
nothing to merit out-of-the-ordi- 
nary attention. Individual numbers 
by the two boys are not strong 
enough to hold solo spots. 

Tipoff on the Franklin Ardell act 
is the opening music, ‘Happy Days 
Are Here Again.’ Ardell goes into 
a line of chatter that would be a 
collector’s item for vaude historians. 
One blue crack should have been 
snipped by the house manager. 
Same goes for some body-feeling in 
the next turn, D’Amore, Lane and 
Moroni. These boys, who've played 
everything around town, are not 
socko enough to hold the next-to- 
closing spot, although Lane’s neck- 
rolls, twist nipups and flips are 
class. Act has an applause finish. 

Miss Chirot, with Contu’s Mex 
Tipica band and a team of Spanish 
dancers, gets ’em with her clear 
tones and coloratura warbling. Does 
only two numbers and act could do' 
well to cut down on the hoofing and 
give the singer another spot. Girl 
dancer should be taken in hand and 
taught something about makeup. 

Half a house matinee of second 
day. Feature is ‘Private Detective 
62... A Bobby Jones golf lesson 





——— 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Only three acts on the current 
Academy layout, but one of those is 
Anatole Friedland’s revue, which 
kills 35 minutes. Even at that the 
vaude runs only 52 minutes, with 
the orchestra up ahead and Al Cur- 
tis in for an organlog with a set of 
comedy slides which drew a hand 
either in appreciation of the humor 
or because he did not ask the crowd 
to sing. 

Opening is Taketa Brothers and 
Sister, two Jap boys and a girl, 
the latter more shapely than the 
average celestial femme. She does 
a bit of wire walking that is not 
too difficult with the always re-« 
liable swaying to cop the applause. 
Boys open with a high perch and 
close with foot-balancing, in each 
doing the standard stuff well but 
not outstandingly. Just a good 
flash turn for an opener. 

Cookie Bowers on second and a 
mop-up here, where they know and 
like him. Chances are that if 
Bowers dropped any part of his 
routine half the house would get up 
and remind him. Went right 
through the act, but the mob knew 
that was all there was and did not 
ask for more. 

Friedland next, and over nicely 
in spite of the fact that he talks 
too much for what he says. Also 
his habit of bobbing up just before 
a stunt is over is a tipoff that spoils 
a possible finish. 

Fourteen girls, not counting the 
woman stooge, and eight boys, 
which is plenty of people for a flash 
act these days. Turn does not ap- 
pear to have changed since the last 
time around, but that was okay 
with the push, and there was plenty. 
of applause for the _ individuals, 
most of it deserved. Good talent, 
though the stuff is not smartly 
staged and some of the costumes 
for the line look bunchy and lack 
that dash which would help. That 
the crowd can appreciate dressing 
was proven by the individual hands 
for the costume parade. The turn 
could be whipped into a much bet- 
ter act. 

Film bill is ‘The Warrior's Hus- 
band’ (Fox) and the newsreel, 
Business off Sat. afternoon. Chic. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 8. 


Good vaude show individually 
here, with all acts but one regular 
vaude turns, Unfortunately, how- 
ever, show was improperly blended, 
but at same time proved acceptable 
to the audience at the opening 
matinee. 


Seems as though all of the stand- 
ard turns feel that acrobatic and 
concortion work is essential in 
dance routine, and four of the six 
turns had a bit of it as outstanding 
features, with the fifth of the sixth 
being a comedy acrobatic quartet 
and having to close the show. It 
just seemed as though the acrobatic 
aspirants got into each other's hair, 
as the stooges do in Jack Warner's 
soup when he holds court at the 
Brown Derby. 

House is the most suitable in 
town for vaude shows. It also has 
the only vaude orchestra head in 
the pit. He is Cliff Webster, and 
with the aid of five men gives most 
helpful musical aid and carries the 
acts along in their work in magnifi- 
cent style. More pit aggregations 
of this type with a head that knows 
vaude tempo would do lots to help 
carry an assemblage of variety en- 
tertainers who may just not come 
up to the standard of top entertain- 
ment providers. 

Opening turn on bill was Kirby 
and the Du Val siters, a dance turn 
which has been around pic houses 
and the cafes. The man in the turn 
feels that he must be somewhat of 
a comic and tries a sneeze chant @ 
la Boyce Coombs. He might forget 
it and stick to the variation of 
hoofing with the two damsels which 
is very pleasing. Their routine is 
waltz and acrobatic mixture, finish- 
ing with a bit of snake hips follow- 
ing a ‘Lulu Belle’ and ‘Sadie 
Thompson’ characterization by the 
girls. Act was pleasing opener and 
followed by Bill Borzage, accordion- 
ist. Borzage in rural makeup has @ 
great routine of trick sound effect 
instruments. Efforts of mimicry 
get over great. Act, however, can 
be bolstered and have its showman- 
ship value increased by saving the 
piano accordion for a sort of oper- 
atic finish instead of using it in the 
middle and finishing with a comedy 
routine which should have opened 
instead of closed turn. 

Irving Newhoff, formerly of New- 
hoff and Phelps, scampered through 
his ‘Book of Knowledge’ menu, 
aided by a man and dancing girl. 
The talk is comedy throughout, and 
geared for laughs, with his chant, 
‘Dance Hall Doll,’ getting over in 
great style. The girl whom he 
calls Bobby is no mean dish as an 
acrobatic contortionist exponent. 
Following the Borzage offering 
they proved first solid hit of bill. 
Next was Marion Wilkins and Co., 
a flash dancing turn, two-thirds 
femme. Smartly mounted and 
dressed, the turn is one that can be 
standard at all times for a panto- 
mimic presentation in either vaude 





rounds out the bill, Leny. 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Numerals In connection with bills below Ind:cate Opening cay ef 
| show, whether full or split week | 
BALTIMORE NEWARK 
Century (16) State (16) 
Gam barel|i Co 3 Calif Pirates 
Chas King Millard & Marlin 
Weist @ Stanton Co | Gus Van 
—_ Benny Rubin Great Huber 
NEW XORK CITY); KANSAS CITY & M Maxon NEW ORLEANS 
Palace (17) Mainstreet (10) STON ate (16) 
Medley & Dupree Bill Robinson Rey F rp om Redford & Wallace 
Adelaide Halt Co MADISON rance & Lark el] ean Granese 
(Three to fill) Keith’s Ruth Fora Lewis & Moore 
1 24 hait (21-23) Pease & Nelson Willie Solar 
Honey Fam Thurston Britt Wooa Oisman’s Co 
Fred Zimbalist MINNEAPOLIS Sammy Krevoft Co PALISADES P’RK 
Violet Carlson Orpheum (10) (One to fill) Loew's (16) 
Hope Marcus Rev CLEVELAND Randow 4 
Lester Cole Co NEWARK State (16) Halermo’s Dogs 
Academy State (17) ineey CITY a 
Ist half (17-20) Diaz & Powers oew's (16) w’s (16) - 
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Emil Boreo Collins & Peterson 
ROXY ana DeToregos Rae Ellis & LaRue 
ARREN AND BRODERICK MONTREAL WASHINGTON 
Loew’s (16) Fox (16) 
Paramount 3 Victor Giris Daro & Costa Rev 
Oman & Arden Sybilla Bowhan 
Ferry Corwey Bert Gordon 
Mells Kirk & M Notre Dame Club 
By LEDDy & SMITH Bernice & Emily (One to fill) 
ee _ 
o> Ry - WARNER 
Evy ae : Lee Port & Dotty 
ohn Fogarty Ann Pritchard Co 
Sidney Page Al Verdi Co i ar 
Great Lester Red Donohue &vu ELIZABETH Huber 
2d half (21-23) Jack Arthur Ritz Neville Fleeson Co 
G Rev Hilton & Garon Ist half (9-12) Mitchell & Durant 
Brems Fitz Co 5 Elgin Russian Art Circus Harry Pollard 
24 halt (14-16) (10) Bernardo DePace ASHINGTON 
Connie's Co Crystal 3 &A Skelly (16) 
BROOKLYN Joe Wong Mills Gola &R D«& Barstow 
Albee (17) Ray & Harrison havsody in Dance Walter Walters 
Poliy Moran Dennis White Co PHILADELPHIA Stewart Sig 
Diamona Boys alter Walters Co Earle (16) Mitchell @ Durant 
«Three to fill) 4 Franks Aileen Stanley Harry Pollard 
(10) Marty May Friedland's Rev (9) 
6 Buccaneers Jack Gwynne Co Seiler & Wills 
Sidney Page NEW ORL Joe Peanuts Aileen Stanley 
we Bernoff & Ww Orph EANS Berry Bros m Demarest 
Zelaya D rpheum (15) NT ena se, ee 
Rimac’s Oren ave Apolion Co 
ALBANY 
racer di Fanchon & M 
Palace Farnell & iatencé anc on arco 
ist half (17-20) Venita Goula 
Aaron & Broderick Jay © Fli - 
Angus & Searle Ben Blue ae? NEW YORK CITY) Tea Claire 
Herman Timberg Roxy (9) 4 Queens 
Mann Robinson Co OMAHA Gaudsmith Bros Kirk @ Lawrence 
2d half (21-23) Keith’s (17) Robbins Fam LOUISVILLE 
John Fogarty Cab Calloway Ra T & B Wonder Rialto (9) 
Cafe ‘ere PROVIDENCE Sizzlers qerome Mann 
(Three to NM) Albee 17 x 4ambert 
2d half (14-16) Carl Freea “hoy mea al Seed & London 
LaBelle Pola Hall & Dennison De Long Sis Murand & Girton 
Wm Ebbs (10) King Bros &C Al Belasco 
Barney Grant Co Bob Ripa Two Daveys PHILADELPHIA 
Dy, Moran Boice & Marsh Beatrice Howell ge Fox (9) 
gitanoes Harry J Conle Co eve vans 
BOSTON Dlamend Bows Mae West Ene Renoff & Renova 
Keith’s (17) Miles & Kover Rey ATLANTA Ops & Louie 
B De Cardos Fox (9) 8ST. Louis 
€arl Shaw FRORIA Balabanow § ‘ox (9) 
Barney Rapp Orch 2a nal, 17) Dault & La Marr "W hoopee’ 
3 Beverly Sig Chitt Nas ‘ Lowe & Hite Buddy Doyle 
(One to fill) Ginger nt? BOSTON Bobbe Arnst 
singer Lowry 
(10) Bernard & Henri Metropolitan (9) Jane Lee 
Violet Ray & N Frank Libus 7 Wm Demarest John Rutherfora 
Hall & Dennison O’Brien ‘Daneen Mal Hallett Orch Pietro Gentilj 
George Beatty Irene Taylor Carter de Haven Jr 
Barney Rapp Orch SIOUX CITY Ray Wally William Dyer ° 
Bomby Gang Keith’s INDIANAPOLIS Virginia L Bouldin 
Kay Hamilton 2d half (14-16) Lyric (9) Eddie Abdo 
Kaye & Sayre Cab Calloway Ba Demarest & Sibley | Howard Nugent 
CEDAR RAPIDS ST. PAUL Rodney & Qould Juan Villasana 
Keith’s (17) Keith’s 
Marcus Rey mm. halt (17-20) 
CHICAGO urston 
alace (16) SPRINGF’LD, 111. London 
Don Lee & Trudina Orpheum 
J&j McKenna oun wat (11-13) 
Kitt Doner azarro 
an Ravascuch Ginger Lowry Week of June 12 
Lulu McConnell Co Bernard & Henri 
Aunt Jemima Frank Libuse Co Palladium Mito 3 
Ben Blue Co O’Brien Dancers Dw’ it M’tc’t & F HOLBORN 
Russian Art Circus TORONTO Duke Ellington Ba Empire 
( Imperial (16) Murray & Mooney | Palladium C’zy Co 
Chung Yee Wah Donatella Bros Co | Max Miller Nervo & Knox 
Clifford & Marion Bert Walton 3 Whirlwinds Naughton & Gold 
Herb Williams Pickens Sig Co as booked Eddie Gray ; 
Benny Davis Rey Buck & Bubbles FINSBURY PARK | Bower & R’thert’d 
DES MOINES June Purlang Co D 3 Emeralds 
Keith’s (9) "Miss 1933’ Karina - 
ist half (10-13) Mann Robinson Co Bennett & W’ms Harvard M™%@ K 
Cab Calloway Rad Vox & Walters Crichton Boys illinors 
ETROIT Carl Shaw Co Beryl Exetts Bulgar 4 : 
Downtown Rae Samuels Billy Russell Sherman-Fisher Co 
Henry Santrey 56 DeCardos 
MPSTEAD EEN TON . ‘ 
Rivoli Japito | 
ist half (17-20) Ist half (17-20) Provincia 


arry Savoy William Ebbs 



























{Three to fill) Cafe anne — 
Ist hait (10-13) (Two to 
arimer & Hudson] 2d huit (14-16) Week of June 12 
3 Rhythr Girls Larimer & Hu son : nOAD 
Frank Dobson Frank Radcliffe BIRMINGHAM Peter Vannen 
Welch & Hil} Karre LeBaron Co Hippodrome EDINBURGH 
arre LeBaron Co (One to fill) Count Bernivici Empire 
Fred Sanborn Co Variety V nities’ 
—— lL. Dew ESE Bobby Henshaw A was y white . 
‘OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. | Dezso’ Retter penn 
BRADFORD PORTSMOUTH 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL Alhambra . be > 
1 Broadwa Hilton Sis sayton is 
This Week: Emil Boreo; fir. end Mrs. James Powers & Page Wright & Marion 
allington. Les Storks argeting Demons 
ig & Escoe Ta & Z 
eee > RE ree we oe RSE 4 White Flashes 
Leslie Strange Lucan & McShane 
Togo Shaw & Stanton 


Russ Carr & Pter ! Victor Moreton 


—— | Cabarets | 


NEW YORK CITY | Roscoe Ates 
Capitol (16) Street Singer 
Tito Guizar 












































Sailors CITY 
Vivian Faye State (16) NE 
Orke & King Samuels Bros Rev Ww YORK 


Boulevard Buster Shaver Co Bal Musette 4 Flash Devils 


Ist hait (16-19) Milton Berle ; ; Necodemus 
Morgan & Stone Art Landry Orch Anita & Millard Alma Smith 
Sele & Carson (One to fill) * remnegl nn Little Bits 

Ock & sul] LYN jeorge tern Bobby Sawyer 

it Loyal’s a le Madam DeFerbault Jimmie Baskette 


L’ Apache Orch 
Biltmore Hotel 
Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Pennington 
Stone & Vernon 
Hermanos Bros 


Mills Mus Playboys 
Ei Chico's 
Duran & Moreno 


Lorenzo Herrera 
El Garron 
Rr 


es ve. 
Ist half (16-19) 
3 Vardell Bros 
Ann Greenway 
Melson & Irmanette 
Whiteside A&B 
2d half (20-22) 








Orpheum Mack & LaRue 1 idale| B B 
Ist halt (16-19) Tyons & LaRocea | Caperton & Bix Maxwell _ 
Rasso Henry Fink Central P’k Casino Otto Malde 
eilite Lamb Block & Sully Pancho Orch Kenny . Lewis 
» *.. L Rita Royce Co ‘ Bernice O€ 
Blane ber Metropolitan (16) bee Clab Buddy Wagner O1 
— 27C -reisse cthel Waters 
a halt 2022) Tie Gr ate an ein Embassy Club 


Vie Oliver 
Bob Murphy Wessel Helen Morgan 


Morgan, & Stone Walter Powell Orc Swan & Lee Jane Vance 
Chester Fredricks (One to fill) Anise Boyer Henry King Oreh 
i ec! Klee Valencia (16) Roy Atkins Goday'’s Bd 

#e 2 CO Kitchen Pirates Nicholas Bros H’lyw’d) R’staurant 


Leitha Hin 
Eimer Turner 
Norman Astwood 


Paradise (16) 
Bryant Raines & 
Seorge rentice 


Lillian Shade 
Edwin ¢ Hill 
Al Trahan 


Collette Sis 
Frank Hazzard 








( 


Blackhawk Hangar e 
9 a r 
Wade Boots weet taste) | Code Firework Li k’s M a 
Ruth Pryor Chas, Kaley $ anuc s SS 
Diana & DeMar Joresco & Lydia rie. 
eane Janis h Aber =, PAS Ried 
Hal Kem Ore na ughlin - ‘ 
mnt : Billy Sevan (Continued from page 5) (Continued from page 5) 
ec Lee Barton Evans j 7 ‘ . 
Verne Buck Johnny Hamp Oren tory Position at the second £enera] Present, Schenck told the meeting 
Ruth Pryor Hi-Hat Clap Session, due this Thursday (15). The that they would not try to have 
ony plied Betty eenes MPTOA directorate is meeting to- People violate their contracts but 
MacLean Sis Effie Burton day (Tuesday) and Hays executors felt that Zanutk not being a mem- 
Vaughn Sis Jeffery Tavern (Wednesday), There wil] be a gath- ber, or 20th Century either, they 

Cafe DeAlex 6 oany, Clark ering of the TOCC, as well, and did not haye to come before the 
Irene George Babe Payne Probably another meeting by Allied, Producers’ Arbitratj j 
Mary Store Ray Pasko » ition Committee 
Evelyn Hoffman ay ae re If the Eroups are not Prepared to | to make any offers for people 
Enrico Clausi G & F Durana &° on record Thursday the genera] whose contracts were expiring that 

Hoffman Orch Billy Brennen session Scheduled for that date will | could be counted by the companieg 

Chez Paree Jean & Bob LeMar é 
Harry Richman Lincoln Tavern Probably go Over another week, for whom they were working, 
Collette Sis Ted Weems Orch Borah’s Amendment Badly Hit 
4 Albeo Bis Rea a Marsh Over the weekend film men were Warners and Radio, it is claimed 

os i & ’ , 
Florence & ‘Aivarez Parker Gibbs 4pprehensive of the Borah amend- | were the companies worst hit by 
Doris Robbing S. y abbarn ment to the industry regulatory the Zanuck rampage, Warners 

» c unli ¥ 
wey — § Maneiee” measure as adopted by the Senate Claim that in Zanuck’s zest toy em- 
Joe Prisco va Baron » Flair Monday New York Picture heaqd- Ployees he €ven took four stenog- 
Jack Waldron ¢ Lucky Girls. quarters got the full text of the raphers, a number of Script clerks, 
Nene neelly Metropole Hotel amended amendment, revised jin S€veral] assistant directors and a 
Mayfield won, Al Manire Room) committee SO as to instal] the teeth man from their Production depart- 
Mickey Mac Lolo Bartram Which Borah had S0ught to extract. ment. 
silly Severn The Inter’n’} Dades j ale lai a 
Murry Brown Eng Annette Andre Had the first Borah Writing been They also Claim that their con- 
Bennett & Green Jack Tunick adopted the film business, at least, tract of Loretta Young whom Za- 
Bernice Marshall 3 i 2 ; ; 
maa a raball Minuet Club oe have found itself in virtually nuck Signed, had not Officially 

Club Shali Frank Sherman the same Position as immediately expired, even though final date was 

ae anmar Art Buckley after the Thacher decree. Under Siven as May 23 Warner’s claim 
Ann Hammond Phylis Noble the edited ¢ dicil, } tl : . z 
Heien Nafe Margaret Lawrence odicil, Owever, 1€/ is that Miss Young was out on loan 
DeRonda & Barry | 306 Buckley Orch | barbs of the Thacher decree are re- to Fox and Still owed the company 

essing ve > 7 r 2 Ms j , y 
Buddy Lake (World bere moved from price fixing and acting 60 days, 4nd an offer had been 
Lou Pear! Orch E Kratzinger Oren | 1" CONCert ang combination, the new made through the Arbitration 

College Inn Heidelberg Male § amendment now reading in part: Committee of the roducers’ Agso-. 
Jackie Heller Herr eitrich Such code or codes shall not er | ciation for a new contract, but no 
+ A ae Hungry Five Ba mit monopolies or MOonopolistic attention was paid to this by Za- 

practices,’ nuck who j itae] saged th 

2 Pabst Casing mmeditae y engagec 8 
we Son (World’s Fair) Industry attorneys regard this Player 

J0e8 r Reo ; ec J ’ 3 : 

Vincent Lopez Buddy Revers amendment to Borah’s amendment Several producers claimed that 
| Ropers aman Tom Gerun as conceding that any code accepted raiding of Metro ana Paramount 

) oyce ‘ ni ; ; 

‘Gommenae Hotel Dale aehion Sho! by the majority of an industry will | people had been stopped by loans 
(Hawaiian Room) Buddy Hows thereafter be legal and binding. | to 20th Century, They pointed out 
pert Royce y Delevan Under it they gee where arbitra- that Wallace Beery had been flirt 
Ben Jerome Bee aullere Rubyiatt /4%0n can be once more sc, UP: 8Nd|ing with 29 Century prior to sign. 
Ss rts : . 
ot pF ng Palmer House have its decisions enforced, as well! ing a new contract with Metro, but 
Leo Reisman Orcn Veloz & Yolonda as the establishment of a uniform that when Metro agreed to let 
Bvelyne Nilabam Ella Logan contract which wi} have the back- Zanuck have Beery for a Picture, 
Don Barangos’ Orc Pact eeeeoe Oreh ling of Washington, the offer was withdrawn. 

Clob Richard Bennett On the matter of mergers and A similar instance mentioned ig 
yl a Paramount consolidations the Pinion in legal) that of Georgie Raft, who is also 
} voy Tisbae Ore Feancararttam Circles is that there ig little chance Said to have been talked to by 20th 

lub Masque Lilliag Reynolde | °f such being eountenanced; that Century. Paramount agreed to lend 
Art ane Bitty Carr at the earlies+ this phase of £0V-Thim to Century for one picture, 
Billy Russel) Sid pane —. ernment regulation wily have to be Which also stopped further interest ~ 
Bane Leet, ree tested after a code is in effect. In in the player 
“dna Leonar Mary Nevels he finz analysig ; : > oe ee , x 
Siteemeien ch | Betty Bares the i na an —— it is me barristers Arrange Deal 
Mark Fisher Benny Strong fonclusion that the President will It is claimea that Radio got a 
Esther Toad Carl Lorraine Orch weigh a Proposal for Consolidation truce with respect to John Crom- & 
atone Barry Sky High Clup mn the light of its benefits to 4N | wel} This director, it js under- 
1 ‘arro : : ; . ° ; 

Frolic’s Juntor oo entire industry, Stood, will be Permitted to make 

" ing es + 

Meryda Francetta Meir Rabe Sherman 100 Club one picture for the 0th Century 
ceeen Morgan & Lowe Frank Furlett Orch Ahi Organization, With Radio being 
’ é 1 . 
Leis ‘Bartram _ a Gardens Vietor Vienna ~ ode i able to make a new deal with him 
Phil Sax Lulu Bates (World's Fair) Joe Lew ortow for three Pictures, Studio heads 
Dades ca Loma Ruth Eddic Sheasby Os; Barl Rickara here affec ted by the wholesale of- 
Billy Severn ™ Connie Bee D: Aly Ore? . ¢ 

Murry Brown Ens Roy Rita &@ Reute Via Lago ~aD vin Orch ferg to their People from 20th Cen- 
Eddie Niebaur Ore Lamberts Rallet 225 Club tury claim that unless the Hays 
Charlie Crafts Don Irwin Orch Jackie Hamlin Sophie Tuckey 7 ona 7 v . 4 

(iranada K & H Benda The Selby. Organization In New York halts 
Sally Osman Vanity Fate Wiki Birg Mildred Toit the INdiscriminate Process imme. = 
tirard & Peggy Joe Wallace oo Sunny O'Dea diately, they Wall start their re. - 


Melissa Mason 
Ross McLean D 
Loomis Sis 
Helen Gordon 
Joseph Vitale 
James Howard 
Edna Pence 
Florence Healy 
Julia Gorman 


De Long Sis 

2 Daveys 

Dave Schooler 
‘Trick for Trick’ 


for class dance 
































to acts who 


BOSTO 
Metropolitan (9) 
rule 


Harry Herschfielg 
Roxy Ens 


This would set 
but asking $3,500. 


Polly Walters 
Ben Glager Orch 


Rassian Arts 


Blanche Bow 

Marquerite & Leroy 

Chas Davis Or 
Hotel Lexington 


buster- inner for 


Alice Faye 


Small’s Paradise 


; 1 
Gladys Bentley ‘Black Rhythm’ R 


Frances Hunt m Spellman 


Emil Coleman Orc 





Nut Club ay ex ; , 
ra@mM Britton Ba] Chas Johnson Orch interest in magic, 
Taft Grin difficult to see 
Paradise Geo Hai} Orch 
N T G Rev Vanity Fair 


Jerry Freeman Ore 


Park Centra) Hotel 

Rachel Carlez 

Bert Lown Ore 
Royal Box 

Gloria Grofton 

Loretta Sayreg 

Nightingales 


Mickey Alpert 

Dorothy Justin 

John Donahue 

3 Bachelors 

Gertrude Niesen 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Nina Laughlin 
Jack Denny Orch 


CHICAGO 














































































Marjowie Lewis 
Al Handler Bd 


hee Jackson 


Kirby & DeGage 


‘Chariss 


Hervby Mints Oreh 





Some of the sms 


among the Other 
who left Lyons & Lyons to join the 


the Chesterfield radio show 
and Red Mc Kenzie are in the 


Sheila Barrett Alice Carleton Matt Rosen 

Geo Andre 4 Don Stewart : A om 

? 4 J Dormonde ‘Bondage’ agency ne arge 

~ordens 8T. Louis setting 

Pall Rise & JF Am (9) J awe 

Attle Giant 3 Swifts ean “argent 
tape A Pichianni Tr Valencia, Jamaica, L. I., 
thicago ( 4 Blondes : : 

Will Mahoney ‘Little Giant’ C. Hill, another radio 


Hayton, et al. back. 


opening at the Gates, Brooklyn, 
Rosen into Loew’s, 


the booker in a front orchestra seat. 


Hotel Roosevelt St. Moritz Hote} 
Reggy Child’s Ore Altredae asco Orch manager, from his 
» redo’s Orc ; i 
Al Sni’s Terrace Gypsy Ning booker in his front 
Rita Rinaua St. Regis Hote} 3 
Edith Murray Meyer Davis Orch Isn't often that 
Gwen Milne 8th district convention 


Marden’s Riviera N 

yra Johnson . 
Joey Ray Meers & Norton on the ground that it 
3 Ritz Bros 3 Speed Demons hands of jobs, 
Martha Raye Geo Walker The action ig 


43 








Inside Stuff-Vande 


es 


Paramount (8) Radio Rubegs 

Shaw & Lee fivian Fay = . as _— . rts o , , , » > j 
Louia Katzman Chas Kaley Despite the early negative reports concerning § the mild nite life in 
Col U Glee Clup Josef Cherniaysky Chicago, with the World’s Fair &etting solo attention and th nite spots 
‘Jennie Gerhardt’ "When Ladies Meet ‘ . a ' , an , > ¥ S are flocking Chi-warad Ine 
Roxy (9) DETROIT and theatr« very light, mor: and more acts Are flocking d. ¢ 
Harold Stern Fox (9) reason is that what theatre work is available is at such uniformly small 
Bill Smith Geo White's s'a'Is money the acts would rather risk it around Chi. 


irter hotels are reported Paying $750 4nd $1,000 a week 

teams in the Windy City, and these reports are Proving 

& lodestone for the sambling type of turn. The major circuit bookers 
with their uniformly established valuations on acts leave no alternative 
find that the first dough offerea them by one circuit is the 


chains, 


Morrison-Winkler 
of vaude bookings has broken the ice with Loew's by 
as an act, Lennie Hayton crchestra. 
act opening June 16 at Loew's 
although this May be Switched through Edwin 
Okayed a $1,000 bia for Loew’s Valencia, 
Act’s show Salary is under $2,000 
and Lynch on a rebooking With Loew’s 
this past last half, was a simultaneous 


act, having 


Keller Sisters 





Ernie Holet Ore 70e Morantz Orch In the vaudeville comeback, if any, there wil] Probably repeat the 
Hotel Montelair Nie , ~ olden days of the chiseling and Adam Sourguy small-time house man- 

Hotel Nett OF Muze i ager, An instance is reported to have happened last week in New York 

Don Bestor Orch Simplon Club that indicates as much, ; ; 

Hotel Pennsylvania Yacht Club Boys At one of the New York indie houses, playing double features and five 

Rudy Vallee Orc Larry Biry’s Orch Stage acts, at the opening performance the manager sat in the box and 


After 
box seat and disregarding the 
row, crying, ‘Go back and can those 


the turns had finished the 
audience, called to the 
first two acts,’ 





the stage hands pick up actory’ Erievances, but at the 
of the I. A. T. S. E. in Cleveland June 3 the Ses- 
Opposed to the Came] ads exposing Magical tricks 
would shut the magica] shows and deprive stage 


the more inexplicable because many magicians have 
written the tobacco company that the exposes 


have created a renewed 
Practically no touring magic shows last season and 


where the stage hands could be injured. 


Buck and Bubbley’ Split from Nat Nazarro’s management after 13 vears 


climaxes a manageria] attachment that rate as unusual in vaudeville, or 


The colored tea m 


Split with Nazarro to differences arising when the man- 
“ger refused to take a cut along with Buck and Bubbles, 


who took the 
with Loew, 

in 1926, Buck and Bubbles maintain 
minus a contract since then, 
natin 
































C Herbert 


Stein Orch Prisal measures as well 


elie yen 


gy reer 


“Tah 


Sn eens 


Fv tetera 


ee 


len a ye 


ce nn Ameen At oo es 


eepr 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variery and ‘Clipper’) 





Balloon ascensions at rural fairs 
threatened. Chemicals for gas were 
used in munitions and almost im- 
possible to obtain. Cnly hot air bags 
available. 


Revival of the lightless idea 
slapped the theatres, No coal short- 
age this time, but feared the glare 
in the sky might serve to guide 
German U beats. Coney Island was 
not darkened. Theatres relighted 
soon. 

Chicago again in the throes of a 
campaign against ticket speculators, 
Usual result. 

Place theatre finally gave 
a Yiddish 


Irving 
up German drama and 
stock came in. 


_-—_—— 


George M. Cohan had finished a 
song with the cheerful title of ‘When 
You Come Back—If You Do Come 
Back’. 





With railroad rates up the Amer- 
ican burlesque wheel adopted a rule 
requiring 16 girls in chorus. House 
manager could take out $20 for each 
girl missing. 

Manager in Spartansburg, S. C., 
bawled out the orch for carelessness 
and the band walked. Show was 
given with one of the performers 
whistling the music for the other 
acts. . 


7 





Now figured that the war tax on 
tickets would go to $120,000,000 the 
first year, with New York supplying 
about one-fifth. 


Motion picture factions were pre- 
paring for a fight at the coming 
convention, but that wasn’t news. 
Lee Ochs and C, C. Pettijohn led 
the two sides. 


a 


Searcity of picture projectionists. 
Now they're two to the booth and 
still unemployment, 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Cli»per’) 








Fay Templeton had taken on her 
first matrimonial venture. Hitched 
to W. H. West, of minstrel fame in 
Nashville. Date was May 2. 





Gus Hill posted a forfeit with the 
paper to back up’ a challenge for 
from $100 to $2,500 a side, light or 
heavy clubs. Peeved at the claim- 
ants to the championship. He led 
them all then. 


For three years Louise Montagu 
had been suing Adam Forepaugh on 
two counts. Forepaugh finally paid 
her $500 because she fell off an ele- 
phant and she withdrew the charge 
he had nicked her on photo sales. 
Was his famous ‘$10,000 Beauty’. 


Small circus was traveling be- 
tween Kansas points. Private van 
of a snake charmer tipped over and 
a boa constrictor escaped into a 
cornfield. Lassoed by a canvasman 
who had been a Texas ranger. 


Phila. music festival a flop and 
guarantors nicked for 8% of their 
pledges. 


Lizzie May Evans had taken over 
‘Foggs Ferry,’ which Minnie Mad- 
dern Fiske had played for two sea- 
sons. 

Ixcursion steamer between Phila. 
and Cape May was repeating its 
success of the previous year with 
a minstrel show aboard. Cape May 
was then the premier shore resort. 





Sells’ circus was advertising for 
aerial acts ‘introducing one or more 
females.’ 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Charles Pettijohn, Hays lawyer, now touring in Europe with Mrs. Pet- 
tijohn, is on a regular vacation trip and may even visit Germany to take 
some of that ‘water cure’ thing, it is said in the Hays office. This is 
just as a matter of recor. because the fact that Pettijohn was going to 
Europe, looks to have aroused curious talk that perhaps he was Filmdom’'s 
official rep to attend the London Econome Conference, unofficially. 

Fact is claimed that no industrial or commodity reps are delegated to 
that confab, Only reps attending are duly assigned and authorized U. S. 
Government appointees. London Conference is diplomatic and not 
industrial. 





Behind the additional briefs which have just been submitted in the 
‘Letty Lynton’ plagiarism suit is a series of palavers between Margaret 
Ayer Barnes (cotauthor with Edward Sheldon of ‘Dishonored Lady,’ a 
Katharine Cornell play) against J. Robert Rubin, the Loew’s-Metro ex- 
ecutive whom she had personally contacted at the time Metro’s ‘Letty’ 
came out, Mrs. Barnes told Rubin that she and Sheldon valued the 
Cornell play's screen rights at $30,000, but that she would allow $5,000 
off for the rights Metro meantime had purchased to-a former ‘Lynton’ 
novel. (This figured an over-estimation of $2,500, as Metro had only paid 
$2,500 for these rights.) 

When O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll were consulted by Mrs. Barnes, 
Rubin offered the attorneys $30,000 for the rights to the play—instead 
of the $25,000 Mrs, Barnes was willing to accept—but the attorneys de- 
cided to fight it through for heavy damages under the copyright statutes. 

A decision isn’t expected until the end of the summer, as Judge John 
Woolsey in Federal Court of New York still has the Oscar Goebels mat- 
ter under advisement in the $3,000,000 stock selling scheme to Catholic 
laity for the alleged production of Catholic motion pictures. Howe >, 
Judge Woolsey had expressed himself very much interested in the ‘Lyn- 
ton’ suit and heard it on Saturday and also on Sunday in the Bar Bldg., 
a very unusual procedure. 


Though his own statement of May 18 to Minnesota and North Dakota 
exhibitors admitted that the northwestern Allied unit ‘has been on the 
downward grade for 12 months’, Ben Berger, new president, now claims 
that from the date of Al Steffes’ resignation from the unit its greatest 
deterioration has occurred. Berger offers this post-statement side to the 
matter after the trade had learned of his appeal to exhibs for support in 
the face of an apparent losing battle to maintain the organization. 

Immediately after Steffes’ resignation, member after member withdrew 
and would not pay their dues, states Berger. What the condition 
was before and to what extent the organization had been on the down- 
grade prior to Steffes’ quitting, as indicated by Berger's appeal, is not 
set forth. Steffes, now operating five theatres, is alleged to still refuse 
to take an active part in the organization's affairs, says Berger. 

The May 18 appeal to exhibs, sent out over Berger’s signature, made 
no mention of Steffes whatever. 





Anything that retards the auto, radio, golf, beaches—and the sunshine, 
for that matter—is heaven sent to the exhibitor. Observing this, spokes- 
men for indie and major in New York declared the industry will take no 
position against Mayor O'Brien's taxicab and private car taxation. Se- 
cretly, they’re glad it happened and hope it won't be upset. 

Except on opening nights of the old $2 kind, exhibs in the O’Brien bor- 
oughs don’t know the meaning of carriage trade. So, they comment, the 
auto tax won't keep picture-goers away. 

For every car that may drive into the city and park at the box office 
there are at least 10 that go out in search of Westchester and Long 
Island breezes. If the O'Brien tax cuts the outlet down to five from 
July 1 on, New York exhibs look for the best home trade they have had 
in countless summers. 





For once the stick theatres are taking the lead over key city houses in 
availing themselves of a boxoffice invention. Some of the last houses to 
install sound equipment now are among the first, according to the elec- 
trics, to add tonality regulators. 

Of the 300 contracts and installations for Western Electric’s wide 
range the largest percentage is for towns far away from the keys. 

Wth range and ‘high fidelity’, as RCA Photophone calls it, a year old, 
W. E. reports its equipment in only three of the main Broadway theatres, 
taiety, Rivoli and old Roxy. Strand expects to have an installation 
before the end of this week. Producers are equally as slow in going for 
tonality recording. 





Although the new stage policy going into the RKO Hillstreet, Los 
Angeles, (16), after house has been straight pix for nearly a year, con- 
templates straight vaude, with the Horace Heidt band as a permanent 
background, plan is to utilize the stage as a show window for picture 
producers, through frequent use of unknown talent who may have pic- 
ture possibilities. 

Bern Bernard, booking the house, will specialize on acts of this type, 
according to present plans. 





Both Doug Fairbankes in one flicker is a b.o. idea to offset some of re- 
cent Fairbanks, Sr., pictures of which ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ ran away 
over the budget and wasn’t commercially satisfactory. Ditto the pre- 
vious travelog release, it having been an idea to turn out an inexpen- 
sive flicker and perhaps get the world’s tour expenses back, etc. 

Hence it becomes necessary for the elder Fairbanks to turn out some- 
thing of a sturdier b.o. timber. The Chinese ‘Cavalcade’ story idea has 
been abandoned in favor of ‘Zorro,’ remade from the silent version. 





Young member of a prominent film family, working only a few months 
in his first studio job, had a quarrel with another employee who had 
been appointed to teach him the routine of the reading department. The 
young relatve, a foreigner and experienced in handling a rapier, imme- 
diately challenged the other to a duel. 

Other employee, who knew nothing about swords, said that, as the per- 
son challenged, he had the right to choose.the weapons and he was pick- 
ing fists. At this the flaming youth cooled down, said something about 
‘fists not for gentlemen,’ and stalked out of the office. 





Probably as rough a lobby as Broadway has ever seen is that at Walter 
Reade’s Mayfair theatre at 47th street. In the lobby are free peep shows, 
about six machines, besides still pictures and so forth, which give the 
idea, 

The limit seems to have been reached when ‘Bondage’ played the house. 
Some sort of reform school film. The Mayfair for a ballyhco had a House 
of Refuge wagon backing up before the front doors every little while 
with the staff running planted women out of the theatre into the wagon. 

This might have gone on forever had not the cops chilled it. 





Universal recently paid $40,000 for the screen rights to ‘Blossom Time’ 
and is now undecided when or whether it will make a picture of the 
Romberg-Kearns operetta. It announced that Jan Kiepura, the German 
leading man in ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ would be brought over for the male 
lead. However, studio seems to be marking time on preparation and 
casting of the picture. 


New York labor unions presented to the Hays office the premise of 


Inside Stuf—Lesit = 


Return engagement on Broadway of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ ended Saturday 
(10) after four weeks at the Imperial, where it was slated for only two 
weeks. Show played 59 weeks here in all. It opened at the Music Box 
where it stayed nine months, moving to the 46th Street to complete an 
original date of 55 weeks. In addition to ‘Sing’s’ box office success in 
New York and on tour, it attained the distinction last season of being 
the first musical to win the Pulitzer prize. It weathered a claim of 
plagiarism, which was tossed out of court last winter. 

‘Sing’ may be recorded as the last show at $5.50 top on Broadway. It 
held to that scale through last summer, dropping to $4.40 in October. 
Latter top was highest attempted by any show during the past season, 
scale being reduced in each case during the run. At the 64th Street 
‘Sing’ was $3.85 and $2.85. 

For the repeat date which was at $2.75 top, William Gaxton and Victor 
Moore played on percentage. Starting gross of about $15,000 at the 
Imperial was approximately half the weekly gate when it was selling-out 
at the Music Box. Heat slapped down attendance, with the third week 
$13,500 and less for. the blow off week. 


The Players Club revival of ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ at the Alvin is the 
first name cast presentation of the classic in 32 years. In 1901 William 
A. Brady revived ‘Tom’ in New York at the Academy of Music where 
it stayed 20 weeks, at. $1.50 top. In the cast were: Wilton Lackaye, 
Theodore Roberts, L. R. Stockwell (prominent California player), Artie 
Hall, Frank Hatch and Emily Rigl.. Show went to Boston for six weeks 
and during that engagement Lackaye withdrew after an argument with 
Roberts, Ned Harrigan replacing him. 

In 1897 Jacob Litt staged a name revival in St. Paul, the players in- 
cluding Louis James, Julia Arthur, Ruth Carpenter (present Mrs. Litt), 
Frank Losee and Marian Elmore. There is considerable interest among 
oldtimers in the present name’ revival as compared’ with the ‘Tom's’ at 
the turn of the century, especially because the show's engagement here 
has twice been extended. 





Abbey Players, the Irish troupe which played the Beck (N. Y.) theatre, 
was not listed among VARiIEgTY’s box score compilations last week, be- 
cause regarded as a special attraction. The Dublin group played two 
successful engagements here during the past season, reaching a gross 
of $16,000 the final week of the initial booking.’ Gross was something 
of a record for the visitors and more than doubled the best takings for 
any one week during previous seasons. 

Dublin players presented several plays new on this side, alternating 
with half a dozen other plays, there being a different performance 
nightly. Among the other successes of the season, too, was the repeat 
date of ‘Counsellor at Law,’ a hit of the previous season. 





Lew Leslie figures he'll build up considerable advance interest in lis 
1933 ‘Blackbirds’ revue via the ether. He had Katherine Perry on the 
Fleischmann Yeast program introducing ‘Don't Blagie Me’ by Dorothy 
I'ields and Jimmy McHugh, the same writers who fashioned the 1932 
colored musical. Miss Perry also did ‘Can't Give You Anything But 
Love.’ aes 





ing its year book printed at the non-union shop of ‘McCall's’ magazine 
in Dayton, O. George Brown, pub and ad head of Col, told the Haysites 
that if the New York printers could match the $24,000 bid it would be 
oke with Col. The best N. Y. bid for the Col job was -$45,000. Shipping 
= Ps out of Dayton and that too will be saving because of the central 
ocatton. 





Paramount Thursday night (8) got out one-page newspaper-size extra 
announcing winning of the Schmeling-Baer fight by Baer, with distribu- 
tion the minute the scrap was over around Times Square, at the fight and 
elsewhere. a 

Jack McInerney, who worked out the idea, had boys hand out a total 
of 50,000, balance of Par extra containing dope about current show at 
N. Y. Par. He had two sets printed in advance, one that Schmeling won, 
other that Baer was victor. 





Three generations of stage celebrities are bound together in a dra- 
matic cavalcade of the theatre in the revamped form of Metro’s ‘March 
of Time,’ which has just gone into production on the coast. 

Instead of a revue, as first conceived, ‘March’ has been shaped as 
drama on an idea brought to Harry Rapf by Moss Hart. Result is a hu- 
man interest story set against the pageant of the American theatre from 
the days of Tony Pastor to modern talkers, 

Willard Mack, who dialoged the new story, is also directing it. 


According to Paramount exchange reports, ‘Night After Night’ had 
400 booking dates the week ending June 11, 

Picture being solely played on the Mae West reputation, with about 
40% of the dates reported as repeats. 

This is the first West picture with Mae not importantly cast. 
Raft was heavily featured when film first released. 
also in it. 


Georgie 
Alison Skipworth 


Twentieth Century Pictures is combing the inactive story shelves of 
other studios for possible production material. 

Paramount sent over a batch of properties to the Schenck-Zanuck out- 
fit, some of which have been made before. List included ‘As Husbands 
Go’, ‘Are Parents People’, ‘Barbary Sheep’, ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’, 
‘Cobra’, ‘The Copperhead’, ‘Crowded Hour’, ‘Kindling’, ‘Lovers in Quaran- 
tine’, ‘June Moon’ and ‘Applause’. : 





Universal has one of the most expensive bit casts.in ‘Only Yesterday,’ 
which John Stahl is directing. Ten of the people have salaries ranging 
from $500 to $3,000 a week with their roles minor. 


These toppers include Edna Mae Oliver, Berton “Churchill, Edgar 
Norton, Walter Catlett, Franklin Pangborn, Dorothy Christy, Natalie 
Moorhead and Bramwell Fletcher. 


In writing the screen version of ‘Three Cornered Moon’ at Paramount 
the title was thought to be some obscure mythological allusion about 
people being highly screwy who were born under such a sign. To bring 
the title down to earth and understandable, script now provides a wild- 
cat stock in which characters dabble, with the picture’s name also the 
moniker of the stock. 


The Los Angeles, downtown L, A. first run operated by Joe Leo for 
William Fox, is further capitalizing on the fact that it still shows double 
features. Sidewalk spieler calls attention to house being only first-run 
double-header show in town. Outside billing has the dual policy pre- 
lominating over the attractions. 


Chelle Janis, manageress of the Loew's Ziegfeld, New York, isn't the 
only metropolitan femme manager. Grace Niles has been officiating simi- 
larly at the Astor on Broadway, Loew's $2 stand, for no little time 





Metro informs that it is Roland V. Leigh and not Rowland Lee who 





home town pride, etc., as part of a squawk against Columbia Picts hav- 


will work with Bertram Block on the adaptation of ‘I Love an, Angel.’ 
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SHOW STUFF IN 
POLITICAL 
FIGHT 


Minneapolis, June 12. 

The A. B. Marcus Show, playing 
the Orpheum here, got a lucky pub- 
licity break when A. G. Bainbridge, 
veteran theatrical manager and «& 
mayoralty candidate, injected it in- 
to the political campaign and made 
an issue of it. 

Bainbridge, who has operated the 
Shubert (dramatic stock) for more 
than 20 years, challenged his oppon- 
ent, Mayor W. A. Anderson to pro- 
hibit the show and particularly a 
midnight performance advertised 
‘for adults only,’ just as the latter 
did in the case of ‘Crazy Quilt’ two 
seasons ago. 

Mayor Anderson has had heat un- 
der him ever since the ‘Crazy Quilt’ 





incident and it has been a source 
(Continued on page 46) 





Pittsburgh Rivals to 


Do Plays New to Town 





Pittsburgh, June 12. 
Pittsburgh will have two rival 
semi-pro groups in summer opera- 


tion under’ subscription policy. 
Each will present series of six 
plays, all of them works which 


never got here on tour. 

First of the outfits, Summer 
Playhouse, holding forth at Shady- 
side Academy theatre, Fox Chapel, 
opens June 26 with ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ and ‘Second Man,’ ‘He,’ 
‘Three to Make Ready,’ a new piece 
by a local author, Helen H. Mason, 
‘Goodbye Again’ and ‘Dangerous 
Corner.’ 


Framing Review Here 
For Monte Carlo Run 








Felix Ferry is preparing an Amer- 
ican revue which will open in Monte 
Carlo (French Riviera) about the 
middle of July. It will be known as 
the ‘Midnight Follies’ and will be 
staged at the Summer Sporting club. 

Players listed to appear: Car] 
Randall, Mitzi Mayfair, Jean Sar- 
geant, Dave and Dorothy Fitzgib- 
bon, Tito Coral, Reva Reyes, Oliver 
McClure and 20 show girls. Randall 
and Barbara Newberry are staging 
the dances. 

Mare Lachman is nandling spe- 
«1 exploitation from this side but 
wl not go abroad with the com- 
pany. 





Indie Women Producers 
Had Other Troubles, Too 


Suit for unpaid commissions filed 
against Florence Halsey and Eliza- 
beth Miele, reveals that in addition 
to her losses as a producer, the 
latter’s ad agency business is also 
in the red. Claimant is H. A. 
Wyckoff, who was manager of the 
Club Service Publishing Co., which 
Placed advertising in women's 
magazines. Miss Halsey and Miss 
Miele were co-partners in the com- 
pany. 

Miss Miele, former Newark at- 
torney, figured in the presentation 
of several unsuccessful shows dur- 
ing the past season or two. Her 
first try was ‘City Haul,’ which, 
while unpretentious, was said to 
have dropped $40,000. Last attrac- 
tion carrying her name was called 
Anybody’s Game,’ a flop at the 
Bijou (N. Y.) last December. 
Show’s locale was the office of an 
ad agency, 





EQUITY SHEDDI 





Gaul’s Following 





Pittsburgh, June 12. 
A half hour after the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh had con- 
ferred the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Music upon Harvey 
Gaul, ‘Post-Gazette’s’ drama 
and music critic, he dropped 
into the city room and was 
greeted by a copy boy with: 
‘Hy’a, Doc. How about a 
prescription ?’ 


MORE MUD SLINGING IN 
MINNEAPOLIS CAMPAIGN 


Minneapolis, May 12. 

In a desperate effort to defeat 
A. G. ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, veteran 
theatrical man, for mayor, his op- 
ponent, Mayor W. A. Anderson is 
engaging in a campaign of per- 
sonalities. Campaign pamphlets 
are being published and distributed 
citing a list of alleged Bainbridge 
creditors in a bankruptcy many 
years ago. A _ truck load of the 
newspapers was  hi-jacked last 
week. 

Theatrical performers summer- 
ing here have volunteered their 
services to ‘Buzz’ and his political 
meetings have been transformed 
into regular shows with profes- 
sional talent putting on vaudeville 
acts. Last week Bainbridge 
charged that agents of Mayor An- 
derson had asked several members 
of his stock company to sign af- 
fidavits to the effect that they had 
been unpaid for their services. 

While conceding that Mayor An- 
derson had made ‘a major mistake’ 
in prohibiting the engagement of 
‘Crazy Quilt’ here and while dis- 
approving his attitude toward beer, 
the ‘Star’ came out editorially in 
favor of his’ re-election. This 
despite the fact that George Guise, 
‘Star’ city editor, is on a leave of 
absence to help manage _ Bain- 
bridge’s campaign. ‘The Journal,’ 
in an editorial, took Mayor Ander- 
son to task for permitting his sup- 
porters to indulge in personalities. 

Bainbridge charged that one of 
the publishers of the campaign 
pamphlets has been riding to and 
from business in a_e city-owned 
automobile driven by a policeman. 


St. Louis Opera Draws 
Record 13,000 Opening 


St. Louis, June 12. 

There’s little doubt about it now 
—St. Louis’ Municipal Opera is de- 
pression proof. The fiftee:.th sea- 
son of al fresco musical productions 
in Forest Park was inaugurated a 
week ago (5) before the largest au- 
dience an opening performance has 
ever drawn, 

Thirteen thousand persons turned 
out. Ten thousand of them got 
seats, another 2,000 stood up and 
1,000 were turned away. Attendance 
for the first week was well over 
60,000. 

Opening attraction was Noel 
Coward's ‘Bitter Sweet.’ Among the 
singers engaged for this season are 
Marion Claire, Allan Jones, Leon- 
ard Ceeley, Nancy McCord, Doris 
Patston and George Hassell. Shu- 
bert director and scenic artists are 
staging. 























Harry Puck Producing 


Chicago, June 12. 

Harry Puck may emerge shortly 
as a legit producer. He has ‘Mary’s 
Other Husband’ dressed up for 
World’s Fair airing as ‘Hired Hus- 
bands’ with himself and James 
Spottswood to head the cast. Horace 
Sistare will be in on the manage- 
ment end. 

Understood attraction will be 
spotted at either he Selwyn or Cort. 
Hollywood Play Showroom 

Hollywood, June 12. 
New concern known as the Pro- 





KNIGHT’S ‘BALLYHOO’ ducer’s Showroom has opened offices 

San Francisco, June 12. in Hollywood to put on new plays 

Glenn Knight is in town with| with new players for trade preview 
Plans for producing ‘Ballyhoo’ which | purposes, aiming at picture produc- 

had a run in New York last season. | tion. 

Knight, last associated with Gus Inglis, Ethel Clifton, mayone} 

Franklin Warner in production of | Whipple Huston, Roy Sutherland} 
‘Temptations’ in Los Angeles, has|and Walter Whipple are opt rating 


neither cast nor house yet. 


the plant. 


NG UNIONS? 








LABOR TIEUE 
A ORAG, NO AID 


Actor Body Feels It Is On 
Its Own Despite A. F. of 
L. Ally—Player Pay Of- 
ten Below That of Union 
Men — No Player-Stage- 
hand Bond in Legit— 
Equity Pledged Against 
Sympathetic Walkout 





ALL-FOR-ONE MYTH 





Whether Equity should continue 
affiliated with union labor or 
whether it shal! be a labor union at 
all seems a moot question. There 
is an undercurrent within Equity 
reflecting that sentiment, question- 
ing the economics of the affiliation, 
with the realization that Equity is 
on its own regardless of other 
unions within the theatre. 

‘A rope of sand’ is the way one 
staunch Equityite described the tie 


as it now is with the American 
Federation of Labor. Too many 
things have happened to show 


business in the last few years, and 
recent events have emphasizea the 
point that unionization in the labor 
manner appea’s a futility for ac- 
tors. 

Back stage unions (stage hands 


(Continued on page 46) 


TENT SHOW MAYBE IN 
LIEU OF NO WASH. LEGIT 


Washington, June 12. 

With the National Theatre Play- 
ers folding their ninth local season 
of summer stock after eight weeks, 
Washington is left with no profes- 
sional legit. Situation has prompted 
plan for first tent drama in years 
here. 

Louis J. Fosse, general manager 
of the Washington Auditorium, is 
making dramatic pages with hopes 
to set up canvas on two local lots. 
Plan is to do heavy melodrama of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ type. Scale 
would be down around 25c. 

Early closing of National Play- 
ers is variously attributed to hot 
weather, depression and poor selec- 
tion of plays. ‘Hay Fever’ headed 
list for b. o. results, with” Another 
Language’ in the cellar. 


‘Counsellor’s’ Return 
Hit by Kruger’s Balk 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Plan of the ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
company to go to San Francisco for 
a return engagement, following its 
run here, was abandoned with the 
announcement on June 8 that Otto 
Kruger definitely would finish at 
the El Capitan June 18 and report 
for his first pic assignment under 
the Metro deal on June 19. 

Kruger is understood to have 
balked at rehearsals with new 
principals slated for the cast owing 
to demand of the present players 
for salary tilt. Hence the cancella- 
tion. 


Brown’s Nighters Fade 


Hollywood, June 12. 

















Joe E. Brown’s one nighters with 
‘Square Crooks’ are understood to 
be off. 


Henry Duffy show was to book 
into Fox West Coast houses along 
the coast, but the understanding is 
that the circuit was spotting too 
high a figure on nut. 


‘Last Judgment’ at Pasadena 
Pasadena, June 12. 


‘The Judgment,’ comedy by 


Last 





Curci and Eduardo 
Cianelli, follow the current 
‘Volpone’ the Pasadena Com 
munity Playhouse next week. 


M. 
will 


Gennaro 


int 
Ime 


| Morris 


towards the 


v 





Bonelli in Col. Ghost 

Town ‘Widow’ Revival 

Denver, June 12. 

Richard Bonelli, Metropolitan 
Opera star, will carry the role of the 
prince in ‘Merry Widow’ to be pro- 
duced at the revival of the Central 
City, Colo., opera house, Aug. 5 to 
19. Gladys Swarthout and Natali 
Hall of New York, will carry the 
feminine leads. Others signed in- 
clude Ian Wolfe, Frederick Worlock, 
Edna James Chappell, Arnold Ron- 
nebeck, Frank Chapman and (Miss) 
Lee Whitney. 


‘FLY BY NIGHT’ SCRAMS 
AFTER BRIEF TRYOUT 


Record of ‘Fly By Night’ emulated 
its title by opening at the Belmont 
(N. Y.), and disappearing after two 
days. It was slated to play last 
week, but on Monday (5) just be- 
fore curtain time the management 
was unable to agree with the cast 
on salaries. 

Play, also known as ‘Under Can- 
vas,’ was backed by Wee & Leven- 
thal, specialists in revivals on the 
‘courtesy pass’ system—actual ad- 
missions at 50 and 75 cents. It 
was presented by Charles E. Sul- 
livan, acting for Richard Flournoy, 
author of ‘Night.’ Following ad- 
verse notices the backers advised 
Equity that they were out. 

Show was rated a try-out, 
Equity rules permitting such status 








Schlessinger's Newark Czar Reign 
Threatened as 


v 


Local Stock Folds 


Morris S. Schlessinger is through 
as operator of the Broad Street, 
Newark, and his position as that 
city’s legit ‘czar’ is threatened. 
Claims for back rent amounting to 
$28,000 are pending. Saturday, when 
stock company under his manage- 
ment ended a season of eight weeks, 
apparently without profit, a city 
marshal was on hand, a writ of 
restraint preventing the removal of 
any house accessories having been 
filed against the manager. 
Schlessinger operated the Broad 
for 17 years, present lease with the 
annual rent and taxes of $20,000 
payable $500 weekly during the sea- 
son, having seven years to go. Lease 
called for the owner getting one- 
third of the profits, a debtable claim 
that may accompany suit for pos- 
sible recovery of the rent. 
Property is owned by Rudolph 
J. Goerke, Newark department store 
owner, whose large realty interests 
are handled through the Fulton 
Realty Co. When foreclosure of the 
lease was sought about two weeks 
ago, proceedings were temporarily 
halted when Schlessinger repaid a 
$1,000 loan to Goerke. During the 
spring Schlessinger formed the As- 
sociated Players. First four weeks 
said to have shown a loss of $2,700, 
with rent charged in. 
Rich Try-out Spot 

Schlessinger whose controveries 
with the stage unions aroused some 
feeling over a period of years, had 
several partners whom he bought 
out about four years ago. He also 
operated the Shubert, Newark, 
which played major musical shows, 
usually before their Broadway debut. 








during the summer months, play- 
ers being guaranteed one week’s 
salary instead of the usual two 
weeks’ minimum, They were given 


continue provided they were paid 
off nightly. Sullivan sought a 
three to seven-day leeway with the 
result the players walked. Prior to 
its two days’ run, show had been 
given to pass tax audiences. 





Two Broadway Shows 
Heading for Chicago 


‘Goodbye Again’ will close at the 
Plymouth (N. Y.) July 1 and will 
jump to Chicago. Road rights to 
the show have been taken over by 
J. H. Del Bondio from Arthur J. 
Beckhard, and former will present 
the comedy in the Loop. 

Del Bondio is company manager 
of ‘Gay Divorce,’ which also leaves 
Broadway (Shubert) at the same 
time and also joins the World’s Fair 
legit attractions, 


Equity-M.P.A. Award 
Confirmed by Court 


Judgment of $24,100 was entered 
against the Managers’ Protective 
Association by Equity last week. 
Court verdict confirms the arbitra- 
tion award as to unpaid salary 
claims, handed down recently when 
both Equity and the M. P. A. 
charged the Basic Minimum Agree- 
ment had been breached. The ar- 
bitrators decided that both sides 
had broken the agreement, but that 
the managerial association must 
pay the full amount of the claims, 
otherwise the contract might be 
scrapped by Equity. 

Equity’s present action was a 
move to forestall the M. P. A. from 
any legal move that might delay 
the specified payment. M. P. A. has 
the privilege of making quarterly 
payments, first of which is dated 
for July 24 


BALIEFF IN AUTUMN 











one week’s salary and agreed to]J 


Both theatres were used for try- 
;outs and were considered the most 
j profitable spots on the former ‘sub- 
jway circuit.’ 

The Shubert is the former 
Keeney’s, being taken over by the 
Shuberts and the late Joe Leblang. 
Lease on the house expires soon, 
and it is reported will not be re- 
newed. Understood the Shuberts 
will operate the house. 

Last week Goerke announced that 
$25,000 would be expended on the in- 
terior of the Broad with the idea 
of attracting a new tenant, 


DRAIN ON RELIEF FUND 
CUTS BALANCE FURTHER 


Stage Relief Fund’s outdoor fete, 
which was slated zor late June, may 
be put over until next month. In- 
ability to close for spot accounts for 
the delay. 

Expenditures continue to exceed 
new donations, and cash on hand 
has been further depleted. 





Financial statement up to last 
Friday (9): 
Previaus GORCKID < dcccescccscs $58,544 
Hope Hampton..... Ccccvecess 25 
Sen. W. W. Stokes..... aves 20 
Jessie Ralph........ orrer. 10 
Other - COMIC, 0 6 ctvcvwsiicn ae 41 

yy | Pe Pee re i re $58,641 
Gross disbursements........ 52,100 

MORRO hos cis cea aecees $6,541 





Filming of ‘Chance’ Set? 


William Rowland, Monte Price 
and Laurence Schwab may make 
the picture version of ‘Take a 
Chance, current at the Apollo (N. 
Y.). Film may be shot starting July 
10 at the Eastern studio, formerly 
Paramount, Astoria, L. I. Ethel 
Merman alone from the original 
cast is to be used in the picture. 
‘Eadie Was a Lady’ and ‘Smoothie’ 
are the only numbers from the orig- 
inal score to be used. 





Balieff is coming over in the fall 

with his ‘Chauve Souris.’ S. Hurok 

will handle him. 

salieff was last over In 1930 under | 
er, although | 
booked himse'f 
Madeleire, Paris. 
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Show was produced by Schwab 
and Buddy De Sylva, they to get 
50% of the profits. Contract may 
be signed this week. Brice and 
Schwab will co-direct the pic- 
ture. Universal will release it about 
the first of the year. 

The Casino (formerly Carroll) {fs 
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*VARIETY'S LONDON OFFICE, 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 
Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON; Telephone Temple Bar 56041-5042 
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NEW 


des Saints 
65 rue des Saints Peres, Cable Address: ‘VARINEWS, PA 
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Walls-Lynn Stage Partnership Ends, 
Pair Go British-Gaumont for Term 





London, June 3 


The partnership between Tom 
Walls and Ralph Lynn has now 
been dissolved. A year or more 


ago, when Walls fell from his horse 
and was injured, he gave up stage 
appearances and confined his ef- 
forts to screen work, retaining 
his financial interest in the partner- 
ship at the Aldwych for 11 years. 
Practically all that time the 


farces they presented were identical, 
and apparently the public has 
grown a trifle weary of it. The 


more or less permanent company 
appearing in these farces has been 
dissolved. 

The former theatrical partners 
have contracted to be co-starred in 
three pictures annually for three 
years for Gaumont-British, 





Lee Ephraim has notified all Lon- 
don cabaret band leaders they must 
not play any numbers from ‘Gay 
Divorce.’ This confirms the rumor 
Ephraim has the English rights to 
the musical. Understood show will 
be produced in London in the fall, 
fn conjunction with Howard & 
Wyndham, with Fred Astaire and 
Claire Luce in their original parts. 





London Hippodrome management, 
to be in fashion, built a revolving 
stage for their new musical. After 
the thing was finished it was found 
the stalls were out of perspective, 
necessitating the raising of the en- 
tire orchestra floor, 





Harry Dufor here looking over 
things prior to opening at the Em- 
pire, Paris, June 15, with his danc- 
ing partner, Victoria Regal. 





Archibald Haddon, for five years 
director of publicity for Sir Oswald 
Stoll at the Alhambra and Coli- 
seum, has succeeded St. John Er- 
vine as dramatic critic for the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Co. He held this 
post in the early days of the B. B. 
C., from 1923 to 1924. 





English Amateur Rule 

Labor Permit trouble is nothing 
compared to the trouble William 
Mande! started when he made up his 
mind to stay over here to play in 
the British Amateur Golf tourna- 
ment. Bill thought it was the 
easiest thing in the world, once he 
showed he was a member of several 
golf clubs in America. 

His cards did not mean a thing; 
neither did his handicap. What he 
had to have was: ‘A Certification 
of Amateur Status, to be signed by 
the United States Golf Association.’ 
Everybody thought Bill was going 
home, without playing, but he fooled 
them. He got his certification, etc., 
and will play. 





Author Financing? 
‘Eight Bells’ was tried out by the 
Repertory Plays, and is now to re- 
ceive a West End showing at the 


Duchess theatre next month. Its 
author is Percy Mandley, Man- 
chester shipping merchant. There 


is reason to believe he is financing 
the venture. 





Banks Renewal Up 


It has been definitely stated that 
the Monty Banks contract with 
British International Pictures will 
not be renewed. At present Banks 
is receiving $40,000 a year from 
B.LP. 

Alternativelv he has an offer from 
Gaumont-British for $10,000 a pic- 
ture with only a guarantee of three 
pictures per annum. This might 
mean more in the aggregate, but 
there is no guarantee of it. 


What's In Name? 


Max Milder, head of Warner 


Brothers (London), Ltd., in dispute 


with C. F. Kearley, the owner-build- 
ers of Warner House. Warners 
have long lease on premises, oc- 
cupying five-sevenths of the build- 
ing, with Milder claiming he has 
lause in lease that building be 
known as Warner House. 

Builders are now finding it dif- 
ficult to let the balance of the 
property on account of the moniker. 
Latest instance is Columbia, who on 
breaking away from United Artists 
are looking for new premises in the 
film district, and would iike the un- 
occupied part of the Warner build- 
ing, but will not go in unless the 
‘Warner House’ sign is deleted. 
Kearley claims he is not obliged to 
eall his property Warner House and 
threatens to remove the sign. 





Pavilion Bill 


Only important newcomers at 
London Pavilion week of May 29 
are Seven Singing Babies, girl ag- 
gregation originally Viennese. Girls 
are good to look at and harmonize 
weil. A sure attraction anywhere. 

Lbick and Edna Adaire, couple of 
local comedy dancers, look fair 
proposition with right kind of ma- 
teria:. Girl has naturally funny 

> manner and performs about the 
best Irish jig that’s been around in 
geome time. Bad band accompani- 





ment did not help. But with all 
that act has possibilities 
At Leicester Square 

Nothing outstanding at Leicester 
Square theatre, week of May 29, 
with only newcomers Lassiter bro- 
thers. Boys have enough versatility 
to get anywhere. Three Whirlwinds, 
skaters, back here after Continen- 
tal sojurn, now have Elsa Korsten, 
German, replacing Frank Fivek, 
with femme inclusion adding to 
value of act. 

Some of the holdovers are Bobby 
May, who is working with a couple 
of stooges. Interruptions from a box 
during a juggling act is something 
new in comedy over here and is 
funny. Slate brothers doing new 
burlesque adagio bit, using a 
dummy, get plenty of laughs. 

Show as a whole dragged, with 
too many intermissions and over- 
jures by the various orchestras. 
Somebody in charge should have a 
better knowledge of the time each 
act is doing, instead of asking them 
to pad. Otherwise, there is the 
dangec of the Americans getting as 
slow as the locals, which will prove 
hurtful eventually. The advantage 
of Americans has been quality and 
speed. 





Sally Blane will play opposite 
John Stuart in ‘Mayfair Girl’ at the 
Warner studios here. 





Temple Thurston, recently de- 
ceased author-dramatist, left $32,- 
000. Dorothy Massingham, young 
actress who wrote ‘The Lake’ and 
‘The Soldier and the Gentlewoman’ 
and committed suicide, left around 
$12,000. 





Binnie Hale making her first film, 
replacing Lily Morris in British 
Lion’s ‘The Singing Kettle.’ 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 








Capetown, May 18. 

An attempt to wreck the screen- 
ing of ‘Madchen in Uniform,’ ex- 
hibited by British Universal Pic- 
tures, Ltd., at the City Hall, Cape- 
town, nearly succeeded. Previous 
to opening it was decided to test out 
the sound apparatus, and it was 
found dead. All wires had been cut. 
Repairs were made and the show 
proceeded. 

Invite U. S. Boxer 

Transvaal National Sporting Club 
unable to find a suitable feather or 
light-weight to fight Laurie Stevens, 
Johannesburg holder of the Olympic 
light-weight championship, have 
cabled Los Angeles to ascertain 
what terms Fidel La Barba requires 
to come over. 

Likely that Clyde Chastian, the 
American boxer may meet Jack 
O’Malley, the English fighter, who 
is on his way here from England. 

Snakes On Day of Rest 

The proprietor of a Snake Park in 
Capetown was charged before the 
magistrate with keeping open a 
place of entertainment on the Lord’s 
Day. Policeman saw several people 
purchasing tickets and enter the 
park. Case remanded. 

George Vanderbilt, 18-year-oid 
grandson of Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
got some thrills in the north of 
Africa. A carcass was fastened to 
the end of a rope attached to a 
motor truck in which George was 
sitting. The meal attracted some 
lions. George got a close-up picture 
of the feast, with the animals snarl- 
ing at him, 

Eventually the lions retreated into 
the bush, leaving a lioness who got 
the rope in its mouth and attempted 
to pull the truck away. The driver 
started the engine, and the beast 


dashed into the _ bush. George 
Vanderbilt made the travel picture 
‘Devil's Playground’ in Central 


American waters, and is now doing 
a jungle feature of East Africa. 

A company is applying to the 
Portuguese authorities for conces- 
sions on an island = adjoining 
Laurenco Marques (Portuguese ter- 
ritory) as a tourist resort, with 
hotels, gardens, dance hall, and 
gambling casino. 





Old Theatre Burned 


Mexico City, June 8. 
Teatro Herrera, 150-year-old 
playhouse in Torreon, was de- 
stroyed by fire, with a. loss esti- 
mated at about $100,000. 
Nobody was hurt. 


Passes Up Class Job 


Vienna, June 1. 
Lotte Lehmann, who was selected 
to create the leading part in Richard 
Strauss’ latest opus ‘Arabella’ at the 
State’s Opera in Dresden, refused to 
accept. 
This in spite 
granted leave 


of 
from 


having been 
the State’s 





Opera in Vienna 


Political Wrangle 





(Continued from page 45) 
of much grief for him. Foes made 
it an issue in the present election. 
Putting the mayor on the spot, 
Bainbridge hurled his challenge 


over the radio and in platform 
speeches and the newspapers quoted 
him. He pointed out that the post- 
ers and advertising matter were 
more daring than that of ‘Crazy 


Quilt,’ to which the mayor had ob- 
jected. At the same time, however, 
tainbridge promised ‘There'll be no 
more of that ‘Crazy Quilt’ monkey 
business in Minneapolis, while I am 
in the mayor's office. I don’t be- 


lieve in sending business out of 
town. I believe it should be kept 
here. That piece of foolishness cost 


our businessmen thousands of dol- 
lars and deprived many unemployed 
men of a week’s work.’ 

As a result of the episode, the 
Marcus Show opened to turnaway 
crowds and the Saturday midnight 
performance was a sell-out. Man- 
ager Jack Gross of the Orpheum 
wasn’t shedding any tears over the 
development. 


The Billing 


Newspaper ads for the Marcus 
‘midnight frolic,’ called ‘ A Night 
at the Folles Bergere,’ called it ‘ A 
seething blast of frivolity—a daring 
night club jamboree such as the 
blase thrill-seeker might be regaled 
with at Club Guinan or the gay re- 
sorts of Montmartre. A full 2% 
hours’ stage show—no pictures—all 
flesh. Marcus peaches in costumes 
(what there is of ’em—the costumes, 
we mean) as usherettes. Bring your 
own horns. We supply the con- 
fetti. Owing to the sophistcated 
nature of this special performance, 
which is unrelated to the other bills 
in the Marcus repertoire, children 
under 16 will not be admitted.’ 

The performance, coming two 
days before election, was extremely 
embarrassing for Mayor Anderson 
who makes no bones about being 
a reformer. Probably fearful of the 
political consequences and having 
learned his lesson from ‘Crazy 
Quilt,’ however, he did not accept 
the Bainbridge challenge and there 
was no interference with the Mar- 
cus show from the police. 





Equity and Unions 





(Continued from page 45) 

and musicians) have grown domi- 
nant and while Equity its well 
equipped to guide and control its 
legit membership, the allied unions 
appear to have become a hindrance 
rather than an aid to it. The ‘One 
for all and all for one’ thing has 
become something of a myth amid 
the decline of show business. 

Equity looks to one valuable re- 
sult of its unionization and that 
dates back 14 years—to the actors’ 
strike of 1919 which it won with the 
aid of the stage hands’ union, the 
musicians also something of a fac- 
tor at the time because working in 
sympathy with the other back stage 
group. In looking backward, how- 
ever, the credit to the stage hands 
is tempered with the idea that that 
union also wanted to end the strike 
which was starting to hurt the 
older unionists. 


Lowest Paid 


During the past season the sal- 
aries of not a few players dropped 
under the back stage unions’ wage 
scales. The result did not make 
for bolstering the morale of actors 
so far as the stage hands and mu- 
siclans were concerned, but seems 
to have aroused the old animosity 
between actors and other stage 
unionists. Despite Equity’s becom- 
ing a union there never was any 
real love between legit actors and 
stage hands. It’s quite different in 
the vaudeville and picture houses, 
where the actors and department 
heads have generally been friendly. 

Equlity’s position as a labor union 
has always been a peculiar one, one 
opposed to unionist principles, be- 
cause it has no minimum wage 
scale. The reason why the A. F. 
of L. ever admitted Equity without 
such provision has never been ex- 
plained, unless it be that the labor 
chieftains counted on the publicity 
that a Broadway campaign would 
and did bring. Only part of Equity 
that has a minimum wage is 
Chorus Equity ($30 in New York 
and $35 on tour), and it is claimed 
that plenty of regular actors are 
earning less. 

The value of unionism to Equity 
was the possibility of sympathetic 
strikes, yet in 1924 when another 
legit strike was threatened, Equity 
signed up with a group of mana- 





gers (Managers Protective Asso- 


Vienna Actress Wins 
Title After 40 Years 


Vienna, June 1, 


Hedwig Bleibtreu, honorary mem- 
ber and star of Burg theatre, re- 
ceived Professor's title in honor of 
her 40 years of association with 
Burg. 

There is to be a special per- 
formance of a new play with the 
Frau Professor playing the lead to 
commemorate the occasion. 

Her last appearances were as 
Napoleon's mother in the Musso- 
lini-Forzano play ‘Campo di Mag- 
gio.’ 


Miller Grabbing 
Foreign Plays 
Before Opening 


Paris, June 3. 

Gilbert Miller arrived here May 
27 from London to look over the 
French plays, join his wife on a 
brief trip to the Riviera, 

From France, Miller will go to 
Vienna to have a look at ‘Geld ist 
nicht Alles’ and ‘Maedchen Jahre 
von Eine Koenigin.’ After a visit 
to Budapest, he returns to London 
to make plans for the fall season 
there. 

He expects to do a play with 
Herbert Marshall and Edna Best, 
besides productions -for Helen 
Hayes and Leslie Howard. Also he 
has the rights for a new work by 
Franz Molnar, ‘The Miracle of the 
Mountain,’ which has never before 
been staged and which will be the 
eighth Molnar play Miller has pro- 
duced. 

He is looking for European com- 
edies and dramas which have not 
yet had a hearing rather than ack- 
nowledged hits, and contemplates 
separate adaptations for England 
and America as in the case of ‘Chris- 
topher Bean.’ Since 1916 Gilbert 
Miller has produced over 90 plays. 





Brussels Summer Rivals 
Brussels, June 1. 
Brussels opera, Theatre de la 
Monnaie, now switching over to op- 
eretta for the summer season, thus 
entering into competition with the 
Alhambra. 
Monnaie will 
October 1, 





resume opera on 


Anna Hesse Passes 
Death at Bussum in Holland of 
Anna Hesse, age 72. In her young- 
er days she was a well known 
soubret in revues and operettas. 
She was on stage until two years 
before her death. 








cilation—Shuberts and allied pro- 
ducers) not to participate in a sym- 


issue as both sides breached one 
or more clauses but ordered the 
managers to pay the claims for sal- 
ary listed by Equity. First quarterly 
payment is due July 8 and if not 
forthcoming Equity can tear up the 
contract. 

The M. P. A. figures that Equity 
might make it tougher for the man- 
agers if the agreement is out. But 
Equity anticipates no strike within 
its ranks—employment is the main 
thing—and whatever its objective 
in wishing to do away with the 
obsolete Basic Agreement, Equity 
apparently believes itself self-con- 
tained and able to proceed without 
union affiliation. That is the clear 


BERLIN TALENT 
DEEM $1 A 
DAY LUCK 


Berlin, June 2. 


The Berlin season is almost at 
an end and a quick survey is in 
order. So much has happened dur- 
ing the last three months and so 
complete was the breakdown of 
business during that period that one 
is prone to forge. that this season, 
the worst ever, had a surprisingly 
good start. Toward the end of last 
year, before the political upheaval, 
business was not bad, and some 
producers were actually on velvet. 


The Massary Operetta (‘Eine 
Frau die weiss was sie will,’ by 
Oscar Straus) in the Metropol had 
something like $8,000 average gross 
for many weeks running. ‘Pygma- 
lion’ in the Lessing theatre aver- 
aged $4,000 for several weeks, which 
is a lot for a Berlin legit house. 
‘Ball im Savoy’ playec. to as much 
as $20,000 gross during the first few 
weeks, and even later kept aver- 
ages of $10,000 to $15,000. Neverthe- 
less, this success couldn't stop the 
inevitable crash of the Rotter con- 
cern, 


Since the political change early 
this year the legit business has gone 
to pieces at an alarming pace. With 
very few exceptions (such as R. A, 
Roberts in the Theatre in der Beer- 
enstrass) every management lost 
money and at the momeni the vast 
majority of the Berlin legit houses 
are run by the artists on a collec- 
tive basis. Any number of high- 
class actors are content if on their 
share they can make as much as @ 
dollar a night and maybe three or 
four on a particularly good Satur- 
day or Sunday night. 





Jannings for Vienna 
Vienna, June 1. 


Local announcements have _ it 
that Emil Jannings, who has been 
popular in Vienna in two Haupt- 
mann plays and in Octave Bir- 
beau’s ‘Business Is Business,’ is 
due here for the autumn season in 
two or three new parts. 


Emil’s first will be Shakespear's 
‘Othellos’ and there is likelihood of 
his starring as ‘Eskimo Osarak,’ a 
Dutch play, by Peter Freuchen, 
and in the posthumous Jerome K, 
Jerome play, ‘The Soul of Nicholas 
Snyders.’ 








International Peeve 


Brussels, June 1. 
Anger at the recently enforced 
measure restricting the engagement 
of foreign artists in France is grow- 
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Palais d’Ete, Brussels’ only music “ 
hall, has introduced summer prices 
with 26 cents top and 10 cents for 
the prom. 


Program generally has a dozen 
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} ‘The Ghost Writer’ (Hopkins 
& Heyer), Masque. 





‘Not a Saint’ (Spillane & 

Montague), Beefsteak Charlie's 
‘Shady Lady’ (Harry Meyer), 

Harris. 

‘Moonlight and Honeysuckle’ 
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Philadelphia, June 12. SWE ee & Weiss brothers), | tions this week and one grand opera | initial week, virtually doubled the i? 
With the wind-up of the run of ; |} Mansfield. |presentation, a s.rprising showing | gross of any other drama. Takings if 
| considering that more than 10 days| were close to $12,000. Revival will if 


*Yoshe Kalb’ at the Chestnut Street 
©. H. Saturday night, Philly's legit 
geason came to a close. 

The Broad will have a stock com- 
pany and the musical, ‘Shady Lady’ 
is still mentioned for a try-out at 
the Chestnut, but the. latter is now 
very indefinite. 

1932-33 was notable for the small 
numbers of productions, the few 
theatres open and the low grossers. 
It was the leanest season in local 
theatrical history. 

Including the specialized attrac- 
tions (such as Cornelia Skinner, 
"The Piccoli, Shan-Kar, Mask and 
Wig, etc.), and also including all 
the full-length plays presented in 
the repertory of the Abbey com- 
pany, Philly had 69 attractions, of 
which ¢en were revivals or return 
engagements. 

This is the low-water mark of 
recent years and looks especially 
low when compared to the 1928-29 
geason, which had 123 attractions. 
That season saw from eight to 10 
houses open; this year most of the 
bookings were in four houses, and 
three open at the same time was the 
average. 

‘The Green Pastures’ had the 
longest run with six weeks and ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ had four weeks. Only 
three others got as many as three 
and a great many cut their local 
stays down to a single week. 

Year’s successes were: ‘Music in 
the Air,’ ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Green 
Pastures,’ ‘Dinner at Eight,’ ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law,’ ‘Of Thee I Sing, 
‘Cynara,’ ‘The Good Earth,’ ‘Show 
Boat’ (return), ‘Cyrano’ (revival), 
"Take a Chance,’ ‘The Cat and 
the Fiddle’ (return), ‘Alien Corn,’ 
*Pigeons and People,’ ‘Yoshe Kalb’ 
and the repertory engagements of 
Le Gallienne and the Abbey Players 
(first appearance and not return). 
About ten other shows may have 
bettered an even break. Most of 
the try-outs, ‘Music in the Air,’ be- 
ing a striking exception, were losses. 

Virtually every house went into 
the red, including the Forrest, which 
had the greatest number of hits. 
The Chestnut had the American 
Theatre Society and did well dur- 
ing its first subscription season of 
five plays, but not so well with the 
second group of five because of de- 
lays in booking, unsuitable plays, 
etc. 

Chestnut was open most consist- 
ently with Forrest next and then 
the Garrick, operated independently. 
Shubert, also indie, had only three 
shows, ‘Melody,’ ‘Pigeons and Peo- 
ple’ and ‘Both Your Houses.’ Metro- 
politan Opera House had ‘Friedburg 
Passion Play’ and White’s ‘Vari- 
eties’ and Broad was lighted about 
20 weeks, few of them profitable. 





Winnipeg Little Group 
Has Field to Itself 


Winnipeg, June 12. 


The ambitious Little Theatre here 
under presdency of Lady Tupper, 
titled stage devotee, sponsored a 
large production of ‘He Who Gets 
Slapped’ at the Walker with Jacob 
Ben-Ami as guest star. 

Well patronized and grossed well. 
Ben-Ami was heavily guaranteed. 
The Little Theatre now is left alone 
in charge of the local theatre situa- 
tion. There is still a demand for the 
spoken stage and they are the: only 
ones supplying it. 





Current Road Shows 


(For Week June 12) 


*Alien Corn,’ Harris, Chicago. 
‘Androcles and the Lion,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse, Los Angeles. 


‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ El Capitan, 
“’ Angeles; ‘20th Century,’ June 


‘Dinner at Eight,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Curran, San 
Francisco. 

‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort, Chicago. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Belasco, Los 
Angeles 


‘On the Make,’ Garrick, Chicago. 





Future Plays 


’ 
Yu Hu,’ Chinese locale musical, 


~ Daniel Russell and Bertrand 
Sbinson, is in the making, pos- 


sibly for Jack Haley and Fred AlI- 
len, 
‘ 
a Bruised Lady,’ by Arthur String- 
» Concerns a girl missionar in 
China, Y 
‘Explaining 
Bradbury 
rounds, 


Elizabeth, zy F. 
Foote, is going the 
Anent the queen and takes 





‘DINNER AT 8,’ FRISCO) 


San Francisco, June 12. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ is plugging 
along at top money in its third 
week in the Curran, San Francis- 
cans going in a big way for the 
show. Take will be around $14,000, 
which is sweet. 

The musical, ‘Only Girl,’ did about 
$6,000 in its first week at the Co- 


lumbia, bowing out after seven 
more days. 
Nothing else in town, Alcazar 


and Geary still being dark. 


CORN,” $14,000, 
IN CHl HEAT 





Chicago, June 12. 


‘Dinner at Eight’ and ‘Take a 
Chance’ are on the horizon together 
with a_ locally-produced ‘Hired 
Husbands.’ But up to now there 
is little indication that the legit will 
participate in any princely style in 
the activities of the World’s Fair 
summer. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Alien Corn,’ Harris (D-1,084; 
$2.75) (2nd week). Not decided 
whether extending beyond two- 
week booking. Advance sale will 
determine that early this week, 
probably. Meanwhile, as expected, 
the Katharine Cornell following 
gave Harris a dandy first week of 
near $14,000. This must be meas- 
ured in terms of the terrific heat 














RADIO SKETCH A PLAY 


‘Moonlight and Honeysuckle” Head- 
ed for Stand in Montreal 








‘Moonlight and Honeysuckle,’ ra- 
dio sketch, has been expanded into 
a stage show and takes to the road 
next week. It will play upstate, 
with Montreal the first major stand. 
Robert Mintz and the Weiss Broth- 
ers, indie picture makers, are pre- 
senting the show, with George W. 
Gatts also said to be interested. 

In the cast: George Oliver Tay- 
lor, Ernest Pollock, Larry Johns, 
Joan Sudlow, Sarah Hadden, Frank 
S. Roberts, Elisabeth Love, Thomas 
Hoyer and Theresa Wittler. 





oughness, ruined the entire indoor 
show world, legit and films. 
‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (24th week). About ready to 
slide under deadline and out. Re- 
markably low operating Jgure of 


around $2,200 weekly, but gross only 
a couple of C’s over that. 


‘Hats Off,’ Studebaker (M-1,250; 
$2.20) (2nd week). Bunch of col- 
lege kids from Northwestern Uni- 
versity put this one together; bet- 
ter than expected. Good looks and 
pep of cast and production an asset. 
Show may put in a couple of pro- 
fessional comedians or _ specialty 
people for the wallop now lacking; 
on commonwealth and pooling basis 
might get by. First week around 
$4,000. 

‘On the Make,’ Garrick (F-1,276; 
$2.20) (8th week). Lloyd Lewis, 
dramatic critic of important ‘Daily 
News,’ has been taking potshots at 








last week, plus the fact that the/attraction because of its ‘em- 
World's Fair, with masterly thor- | barrassment passes.’ 
librettist there is an _ intelligent 


HATS OFF 


Chicago, June 5. 
Joe W. Miller presents musical comedy in 
15 scenes with Northwestern University 
students. Book by Rollin Laughner. Music 
by Charles Dietz. Settings by Harry Beatty. 
Lighting by Edward J. Moore. Staged by 


Jack C. Higgins. Chuck Tesar, musical 
director. At Studebaker, Chicago, opening 
June 4 for a run at $2.20.. 

Be SPOR. cnnhweseneeeehstaseeny Vic Stock 
Dr. Wilbur Spearjitters....R. B. Laughner 
Princess Margot.......--- Bonnie Ballantine 
Jane Porter......«¢ Geveesecoses Wini Hanan 
SOCK Martin. .ccccccccsvcecess Charles Apley 
SONBIO. ccscoesee Sb Cb ces ccvesgse Ruth DewWolf 
BOC. cccccccoeccoces Mary Franke Lemmon 
PPT TIerriierrer tr Jean Johnson 
RR i are Marguerite Stokes 
Kay Downing......... Mary Jeanne Tansill 


Three Point Two...William Scott Shepherd 





How long ‘Hats Off’ will stay at 
the Studebaker is entirely a ques- 
tion of (1) the arithmetic of its 
overhead and (2) the pushing of the 
tickets. Pledge to avoid cut rates 
is risky. It’s a cut-rate sort of 
show and it must compete with the 
World’s Fair and summer. Com- 
pany is 100% collegiate and com- 
monwealth, so the salaries of the 
actors aren’t half the problem the 
musicians’ and stagehands’ pay roll 
is. Petrillo was around opening 


night wanting the musicians’ money 
lof its students. 


in advance. 

‘Hats Off’ is a college musical 
that gave five performances at 
Northwestern University during the 
winter. Its merits are youthfulness, 
bouyancy, good looks, and several 
youngsters with a theatrical yen 
and more than an outside chance of 
landing professionally. 
college musical might repay the at- 
tention of alert talent scouts. 

Bonnie 3allantine played 


ness backed by poise and a fair 
voice. Opening after an all-night 
rehearsal, the voice seemed tired 


and possibly is of superior quality | 


than fatigue indicated. Many a 


musical comedy ingenue hasn't any | 


more than Bonnie’s got. 
Charles Apley sings with pretty 


good diction and enough volume to | 


carry above the orchestra. He is a 
clean-cut lad who looked great in 
an extensive wardrobe of snappy 
togs. 
pretty good. 
bility as a romantic juvenile. 

Vic Stock and Wini Hanan veer 
to the eccentric, and a couple 
their dance specialties were strong. 
Both have personality and pep 
Number of others displayed an in- 
stinct for stage deportment. Com- 
edy efforts were, in general, atro- 


cious, a fault of the book by Rollin | 


Laughner as much as the would-be 

funnymen. Fortunately, the scenes 
. ,c ? 

are short and the amateurish el 


ments are covered over by a speedy | 


tempo. In fairness to the collegiate 





Indeed, this | 


the | 
Princess Margot with trim girlish- | 


| commercial 
| probably go back in the trunk. 
His reading of lines is also ; 


He’s a distinct possi- | 
j}a wealthy man. 


of, 


sense of satire manifest intermit- 
tently through the performance that 
would shine brighter if some of the 
bits, notably the professors, were 
more adroitly handled. Emphasis of 
humor, plot, music, background, is 
strictly collegiate. 

Charles Dietz’s music listens 
pleasantly if reminiscently. Pro- 
duction has been nicely mounted by 
Harry Beatty. Chorus is well bred 
in its prettiness, well drilled in its 
precision, a distinct asset. This is 
the real McCoy, as all the members 
of the company, including princi- 
pals, are students of Northwestern. 
Joe W. Miller down on program as 
presenting the musical is personnel 
director of the university. 

High hopes of the collegians is 
that they can grove for a summer 
run because of the Fair crowds. 
Meanwhile they may learn much of 
the grim realities of theatrical 
arithmetic, but in any event nobody 
would think of discouraging their 
fine youthful self-confidence or of 
disputing the likable attributes of 
natural gaiety and nice looking 
freshness which the production ex- 
udes. Northwestern University has 
a good advertisement in this cluster 
Land. 


SUGAR BABY 


Hollywood, June 2. 


and his 


Presented by Edward Clark 
Academy Players. Written and directed 
by Clark. Cast: Warren Glasser, Jacque- 
| line Usrey, Janet Elsie Clark, Edward 
| Clark, Margaret Howard, Helen Tobias, 
Edgar Roberts, Edwin Smith, Louis Lind, 
Grace Sage Foss, Emmy Anne Joseph, 


Euvena Henderson, William Robertson and 


Stuart Gordon. 





Edward Clark dragged this one 
out of his trunk, where it has rested 
for seven years, to produce for the 
first time with members of his dra- 
matic school as_ players. Play 
serves oke as a trial horse for the 
youngsters’ emoting and the few 
oldtimers in the cast, but has no 
possibilities. It will 


Story deals with a mother who 
hopes to marry off her daughter to 
Financed by a 
family friend, they go to a Florida 


resort, where the gal’s heart nose- 
dives for a wealthy young steam- 


ship owner, who is posing as sec- 


of steady June heat of unprecedent- 
ed severity dropped grosses from 25 
to 50%. 
Every surviving attraction struck 
a new low on the engagement, That 
included ‘Strike Me Pink,’ which 
held over. Abnormal weather af- 
fected the gate about $10,000; gross 
of $21,000 for the final week about 
doubled the nearest contender. 
With ‘Pink’ out, ‘Take a Chance’ 
figures to come back, although last 
week's gross. slipped to $10,000. 
‘Gay Divorce’ and ‘Music in the Air’ 
were pegged around $8,000. Only 
other musical, ‘Tattle Tales,’ was 
blighted at entrance and was fig- 
ured around $6,500 for its first full 
week. The heat killed off the re- 
peat date of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ at the 
Imperial last Saturday. 

‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ holding over, 


L. A. ‘Counsellor’ 
Folding, Though 
Good at $7,000 


Los Angeles, June 12. 


Whether it was the tourists, or 
the locals’ desire for shows in the 
flesh, the past week brought good 
money into the boxoffices of the 
three legits operating. 

At the El Capitan, ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law’ continued to entice those hav- 
ing $1.65 in their jeans, hitting 
above a week ago. Seven days 
brought in better than $7,000, with 
current week the last, although an- 
other stanza would prove profitable. 

The two co-ops, ‘Business Before 
Pleasure’ at the Hollywood Play- 
house, and ‘Nine O’Clock Revue’ at 
the Music Box, continued fair on 
their service charge proposition, with 
Alex and Nat Carr garnering around 
$1,200 in ‘Biz,’ and Eddie Lambert 
knocking down around $1,600 at the 
Music Box. 

This week brings a complete 
change in the legit situation. ‘Biz’ 
walks out, with George K. Arthur’s 
‘Androcles and the Lion’ taking 
the stage at the Playhouse Thurs- 
day (15). There is nothing new for 
the Music Box, with ‘Chickens Come 
Home’ having been given the chill 
after a_ try-out. ‘20th Century,’ 
with Gregory Ratoff, opens at the 
El Capitan Sunday (18), following 
‘Counsellor’s’ exceptional run for 
this house. 

Outstanding opening of recent 
weeks was Belasco and Curran’s of- 
fering of ‘Music in the Air,’ which 
had its premiere at the Belasco to- 

















retary to a man really his valet. | 
That’s so the gals won't love him | 
for his money. 

Whole story 
makes an audience wonder 
they ever fell for such types 
varns even seven years ago 

Play preceded by a one 
Squealer.’ 


how | 


of 





acter, | 


too outmoded, _— 


and natives 
terested. 


night. Only drawback to the play 
is its $11,000 nut to crack this first 
week. When production cost has 
been eliminated, play should turn 
in a nice ledger report for B-C. 

There is a bare possibility that 
the Mirror, Vine street house which 
has tried pictures and vaude and 
was formerly a legit house, will take 
on ‘Low and Behold,’ musical which 
was produced by the Pasadena 
Community Players. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Music in the Air,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (C-1,103-$2.75),. Uff to a good 
start tonight, with week likely to 
pull in between $15,000 and $16,000. 
Nut on the first stanza, however, 
will set the management back $11,- 
000. 

‘Business Before Pleasure,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (3d week) (C-1,152- 
$1.65). Take of around $1,200 noth- 
ing to boast about, considering the 
fact that $1,150 comes out for rent 
and other nut before the cast cuts 


in. ‘Androcles and the Lion’ suc- 
ceeds Thursday (15). 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ El] Capitan 


(Sth-final week) (CD-1,571- $1.65). 
Although closing Saturday (17), 
with ‘20th Century’ moving in, EI- 
mer Rice play has been building, 
with last week an easy $7,000. 
‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ Music Box 


(2d-final week) (R-965-$1.65). Mu- 
sical failed to hold on, although 
$1,600 take wouldn't have been bad 
if the musicians, stage crew and 
chorus didn’t get the first divvy. 
Not certain what will follow this 
co-op. 


Not So Legit-Minded 


Tacoma, June 12 


Pauline Frederick company tricd | 
to wake up legit fans with ‘Hei 
Majesty the Widow,’ | 


Weather too hot, advertising weak 


seemingly not much in- 


Played in a lodge hall to fair busi- 


} ness 


another two weeks, final 
Was aimed for 


continue 
date being June 24. 


a clean-up until Broadway turned 
tropical. 
The Chicago Opera Co., holding 


forth at the Hippodrome at 50 cents 
top, was excellently supported and 
holds over. Another extended en- 
gagement is ‘Both Your Houses,’ 
the Pulitzer prize winner, which 
moved Monday from the Barrymore 
to the Guild. 
‘Peace Palace’ 

Summer production venture at 
the Westchester County Center 
theatre, White Plains, opened last 
week and attracted New York’s re- 


viewers. First presentation was 
‘Peace Palace,’ and it ra.es as the 
first fall Broadway possibility 
among the summer theatre prod- 
ucts. 

One new show this week ‘Shoot- 
ing Star,’ at the Selwyn. One is 
slated for next week, ‘The Ghost 


Writer,’ at the Masque. One slated 
closing next Saturday is ‘Run Little 
Chillun,’ Lyric, but if the heat 
doesn’t abate by them, the curtain 
may ring down on half the remain- 
ing shows. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Best Sellers,’ Morosco (7th 
week) (C-830-$3.30). Went into the 
red last week along with nearly all 
others; estimated under $4,000. 


‘Biography,’ Avon (27th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Slated off in three 
weeks; has been consistent money 


maker; dropped to about $6,000 last 
week. 

‘Fly by Night,’ Belmont. Lasted 
two nights; failed to light up last 
Monday. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (29th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Leaving July 
1; dropped to lowest mark last 
week, when gross was about $8,000; 
lost money for first time since open- 
ing weeks. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Plymouth (35th 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Also goes to 
Chicago July 1; like other attrac- 
tions was heat victim; around $3,- 
500. 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. (30th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Torrid 
weather sent gate down around 
$8,000; engagement slated for an- 
other seven weeks; due in Chicago 
early August. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(17th week) (F-969-$3.30). After 
getting best money Memorial Day 
week, takings dropped almost 50%; 
about $4,000. 

‘Run Little Chillun,’ Lyric (16th 
week) (D-1,406-$2.20). Final week; 
cut rate ticket deal got show by 
under $4,000 guarantee; colored cast 
show due out two weeks ago. 

‘Shooting Star,’ Selwyn (1st week) 
(CD-1,067-$3.30). Presented by 
Crosby Gaige; written by Noel 
Pierce and Bernard Schoenfeld; 
opened Monday. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (29th 
week) (M-1,720-$3.30). With Pink’ 
out, this musical again takes lead- 
ership; lowest gross of $10,000 last 
week should materially improve. 

‘Tattle Tales,’ Broadhurst (3d 
week) (R-1,118-$3.30). What with 
the heat and slow start, coast revue 
(Fay-Stanwyck) had mild take 
around $6,500 first full week. 

Repeats and Revivals 


‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ Alvin; re- 
vival’s 3d week; Players C)ub and 
cast on percentage; holding over 


another two weeks. 

‘The Climax,’ Bijou; revival opens 
tonight (13). 

‘Both Your Houses,’ Guild: reiurn 
engagement; moved here from Ba) 
rymore Monday. 

‘Iron Flowers,’ Westchester Coun- 
try Center, White Plains; presented 
by Herbert J. Bieberman; written 
by Cecil Lewis; opened Monday; 
‘Peace Palace’ was first attraction. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Imperial; repeat 
date ended Saturday after heat shot 
gross. 

‘June Moon,’ Ambassador; 
holding over. 

‘Another Language,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 

*Yoshe Kalb,’ Prospect, Bronx. 
Grand Opera (Chicago Co.), Hip- 
podrome. 


revival 

















MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
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MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





BILTMORE ROOF 


(Cascades) 
New York, June 7, 

The top roof entertainment at $1 
couvert ($1.50 on Saturdays) holds 
forth currently atop the ‘Hotel Bilt- 
more in the CaScades room with a 
type of show that’s far more elab- 
orate than the usual run of hotel 
divertissement., Augmenting the 
Harold Stern orchestra, which has 
been moved from the downstairs 
supper room (grill), is an enter- 
tainment which more or less intact 
comes from the Miami Biltmore ho- 
tel, the affiliated Bowman hostelry. 

Troupe includes Ann Pennington, 
Tito Coral, Caperton and Biddle, 
Stone and Vernon, Lalanda, Barry 


Devine, Hernandez Brothers and 
the Senor Alfred Jameswirth ma- 
rimba_ band. That's plenty of 


show for the $1 couvert. 

Barry Devine m.c’s and _ tenors 
effectively on his own, The Stone 
and Vernon adagio foursome top 
the floor show with wow terps. 
Tito Coral is the radio tenor, who 
registers well. Caperton and Bid- 
dle are a class ballroom twosome 
with a dignified handle that sub- 
stantiates the reputed social ante- 
eedents of this team. Lalanda is a 
looker who'll get the Biltmore old 
boys back more than once. She 
gives out a sort of rumba cooch 
that’s plenty’ oke. Hernandez 
Brothers, trio with accordions, and 
the Alfredo marimba .band for the 
tangos are alternate musical back- 
ground. 

And Ann Pennington is a pleas- 
ant surprise. Looking as cute as 
ever, the intimate confines of a cafe 
floor are not too severe. She's. 
enough of a name to punctuate this 
revue and give it a prominent lead-, 
off, and she’s brisk and hotcha 
enough .to pep things up. Said that 
the Biltmore management was a bit 
concerned over Penny's qualifica- 
tions for the conservative east side 
hotel, but the boys in tropical mess 
jackets and formal ties went for her 


ig. 

The Harold Stern WEAF orches- 
tra is still among the tops on dan- 
sapation. A swank premiere turn- 
out shifted the usual tin pan alley: 
couvert charge mainstays to the 
walls, but again it is to wonder how 
dire might be some of these open- 
ings sans the songmen’s support. 

Abel. 


N. Y. Hotel Roofs 


Rudy Vallee 


In Vallee, the Hotel Pennsylvania 
has probably the ace New York 
band draw, for name value, this 
summer. Always a good spot for 
roof biz, more so than during the 
winter season in the grill. This isn’t 
Vallee’s first time at this Statler 
hostelry. He's been here before and 
has done well. 

With a good dance style, acquired 
by no little seasoning on one-niters 
this winter and spring, Vallee can 
dish it out on the hoof with any of 
"em. Because of his Thursday nite 
Fleischmann Hour Vallee’s theatre 
bookings have been sporadic, with 
the one-nite dates predominating 
for economic and other reasons, 
taking him out as far west as Ohio 
and Illinois, through Pennsy, Vir- 
ginia, south and into New England, 
but always with a ‘must’ return to 
New York by Thursday noon for a 
rehearsal, 

Alice Faye warbles with the or- 
chestra although Vallee does plenty 
of vocaling himself; so much so 
that he’ll probably have to cut down. 
Couvert is 75c for dinner, $1 and 
$1.50 after the show, latter on Sat- 
urdays. 











Reggie Childs 


Childs is from the Coast. He was 
at the El Cortez hotel, San Diego, 
although east before. Now installed 
in.tha-Hendrik Hudson room of the 
Hotel Roosevelt, a sort of summer 
garden effect on the mezzanine floor 
with palms ’n’ everything giving. it 
an L. A. Cocoanut Grovish aspect. 


It's a nice summer room with, 


plenty of ventilation and an attrac- 
tive environment where Childs un- 
covers acceptable danshpation for 
the youngish. patronage this spot 
draws. No couvert but a $1.50 sup- 
per menu which covers everything. 
That $3 a couple for a supper spot 
means lots of competition for the 
other niteries. Abel, 


Hollywood Beer Gardens 


Pelham, N. Y., June 10. 

Joe Moss has rechristened his 
Hollywood Gardens the Hollywood 
Beer Gardens and is going after a 
Feltman’s type of patronage at pop 
scale, with a 75c minimum check 
per person which covers a club din- 
ner or supper. Or, otherwise, it 
must total at the rate of 15c pes 
glass of beer, sandwiches 20c, and 
a kindred pop scale 

Since the capacity is 3,500-4,000, 
the management can do handsomely. 
There are two bands, Fletcher Hen- 
derson and Harl Carpentey’s. Also 
a show of some sort, with a succes- 
sion of nondescript variety turns. 


‘ill and didn’t show. 


As soon as the p.a. system works 
better, the acts may mean more. 
Zest appeal for the spot is that 
this Pelham Parkway roadhouse is 
some place to go to for an inexpen- 
sive evening. Both bands are oke 
but the colored Hendersonians 
shiver the gals’ timbers. The best 
attraction, accordingly, is unbilled, 
for the type of patronage attracted 
the opening night was decidedly 
partial to the Lindy Hop and similar 
type of advanced dancehallology. 
The Henderson music gets ’em and 
the flips and flaps go to town with 
a Lindy Hop that’s got more on the 
ball than the rest of the paid talent. 
—_—_——_ Abel. 


KING’S TERRACE 


New York, June 4, 

This is Lou and Dave Schwartz's 
nitery with sliding doors and a trick 
entrance a la a ‘Fu Manchu’ film 
set. Good hoke and swell showman- 
ship, including an identifying tag 
and key ring for the club members. 

Although a closed door spot, it’s 
been advertising Gladys Bentley's 
advent generously. She's the 
naughty Harlem songstress who is 
now edifying the ofays in a much 
more swank environment than in 
her shifting Harlem retreat. But 
it’s a question if she doesn’t belong 
in the native haunt where, as a late 
hour interlude, her ribald doggerels 
might be better in accord than ina 
relatively nice room in the midtown 
belt. 
' Al Shayne is m.c. and a prolific 
songster. Finally has to. beg off. 
Does all the current hotcha faves 
and sells in per usual oke manner. 
Shayne’s been around for some time 
in all sorts of cafes and is very 
much at home. Rita Rinaud, a sort 
of a French chanteuse; Edith Mur- 
ray, pianologist, and Gwen Milne, 
jazz toe stepper, plus a colored 
dance combo round it out, 

Apart from the dubious lyrics, 
anybody. interested in a lowdown. 
sample of real rhythmpation.§ will 
go for the Bentley school of song- 
ology. Abel. 


Pelham Gardens, N. Y. 


New York, June 7. 
is the former Castillian 
once one of Al and Jack’s 
spots, now maestroed by Murray 
Kramer. Latter experienced a 
tough break after heralding Hanna 
Williams for the premiere. She took 
It was to have 
been a two-night gala, preceding 
and on the night after the Baer-: 
Schmeling fight, with Jack Demp- 
sey as unofficial lure. 

The illness turned out the Mc- 
Coy, as Miss Williams is in the 
Polyclinic Hospital, although the 
management learned of it at the 
1ith hour after having invested ex- 
tensively in ad space. Miss Wil- 
liams further fortified the occasion 
by personal hand-written invites to 
intimates. 

Hal Hixon runs the show, with 
Minor and Root, ballroom dancers, 
formerly at the Biltmore hotel, New 
York, as .sub-features along with 
the Joe Candullo orchestra. Lat- 
ter, as always, dishes up a good 
brand of dance compelling jazzique, 
although he hasn’t been around for 
some time. He was formerly a 
staple in Atlantic City and Long 
Island resort spots. There’s a WOR 
wire which should help establish 
this Pelham Parkway roadhouse. 
No couvert, but a $2 and $3 mini- 
mum check per person, 

The former outdoor’ gardens 
which Al and Jack essayed, a la 
Woodmansten Inn, is now a golf 
driving range, which probably helps 
take the spot off the nut a little. 

If the heat keeps up and with 
the beer thing no reason for Pel- 
ham Gardens not getting its share 
of the motor trade. Abel. 





This 
Royal, 


Victor Vienna Gardens 


(Century of Progress) 
Chicago, June 12. 

Located at the far end of the mid- 
way, Victor Vienna Gardens will 
have a hard struggle to attract the 
mob, who in order to reach the 
Vienna must pass Pabst Casino and 
Old Heidelberg. 

Vienna Gardens is operated by 
Victor Denanhofer, who had a sim- 
ilar establishment at the World's 
Fair in 1893. Denanhofer has been 
in and out of the local cafe field 
since then. For the past several years 
he has been operating a bakery. 
Eddie Sheasby, one-time arranger 
for Pauli Whiteman, is partnered in 
the venture and is featured with his 
band as the attraction. 

Band is an acceptable combina- 
tion leaning towards sweet music, 
with the arrangements running to 
symphonic type. Sheasby leads the 
combination in a musicianly fash- 
ion, omits the hoorah showmanship. 
While other spots are featuring 
fashion shows, singers and other 
types of floor entertainment, the 
Gardens will depend on dancing. 
Most of the people who visit the 
beer gardens at the Fair do so in 
order to take a load off their feet. 
Dancing is something they may not 





want. It's their rest period, and 
Victor Vienna may have to do 
something about this angle 
Construction of the Gardens has 





Head to Foot 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Richard Whiting had been 
limping around for a week 
with a bad foot and finally 
went to a doctor about it. 
He found out that his tonsils 
were in bad shape. 

















DOWNTOWN L. A. 
GETS THAT 
BEER YEN 


Los Angeles, June 12. 
Another night spot beer garden 
with floor show has made its ap- 
pearance in the downtown business 


section, the third in little more than 
two weeks. Tivoli, with a continu- 
ous grind policy from noon to clos- 
ing, is now in its first week with a 
floor show and dance policy. 

Bob Holman’s orchestra is fea- 
tured, with other acts including 
Ukulele Myke, m.c.; Nena and Ted 
Adair, dancers; American Melody 
Boys, Valery Variee, Ross and Ran- 
dal, and Robertson and DeGramco. 

Place is operated with a view to 
eatching the younger element, with 
no admish or cover charge. 








Los Angeles, June 12. 
Newest downtown beer garden 
with floor show is the Hotel Still- 
well’s Spanish room, just opened. 
Floor show is on night only, with 
dancing afternoons and early eve~ 
nings: Clark Sisters’ orchestra has 


‘been engaged for the mat and eve- 


ning dancing, and the Rhythm 
Kings’ orch for the main night per- 
formances. 

Valary Varice, dancer; Joe How- 
ard, juggler, and the Blue Sisters, 
hoofers, make up the current floor 
entertainment. No couvert or mini- 
mum charge. 


EXPO NO HELP 
-T0 CHI CAFES 


Chicago, June 12. 


With few exceptions, business the 
past fortnight in the local nite clubs 
and cafes has been poor. This has 
discouraged some impresarios, while 
panicking others. Admittedly the 
beer gardens, Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Casino, Old Heidelberg, and Schlitz 
Gardens, with a combined capacity 
upward to 65,000 persons, plus 
‘Streets of Paris,’ have been taking 
the edge off the places outside the 
World’s Fair grounds. These spots 
have done very well. 

Cafe men hope the next couple of 
weeks will see an improvement. 
Otherwise some closings will prob- 
ably result. 


EDDIE JACKSON’S PLACE 


Popular Entertainer Opening Own 
Resort in Brooklyn This Week 

















At 846 St. John’s Place, corner of 
Nostrand avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., is 
Eddie Jackson’s Tavern. It’s a three- 
story building and Eddie’s own. He 
is using all floors. . 

The Tavern is on the street level, 
with the Rendezvous just above. On 
the second story ~7ill be a floor show 
with Eddie in charge and taking 
part, 

Big opening will take up two 
nights; Friday and Saturday, June 
16-17. 

Brooklyn is Eddie Jackson's home 
town. He is of the former Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante trio. Recently 
Eddie, always among the most popu- 
lar of entertainers, had a long run 
as a single entertainer at the Para- 
mount Grill, New York. 





the orchestra located in a wing of 
the outdoor section with less than 
half the patrons able to see them, 
which will work to a disadvantage. 
Probabilities are that the entire 
scheme of the venture will be 
changed before many days pass, 
with an element of showmanship 
being injected which at the present 
is lacking 

Attendance for the band’s opening 
was poor, consisting mostly of 
newspaper and radio friends, all 
cuffing it Cau 


Inside Stuff—Music. 


A page ad'carrying a lead sheet of a song hadn't appeared in Variery 
for three or four years, until Bobby Crawford's firm, DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson placed a page ad last week on Lew Brown's new song, 
‘I've Got to Pass Your House to Get to My House’. Crawford states 
that the replies for special material, etc.,.on the song, have exceeded his 
expectations for not only radio and band acts have written and wired in 
for material but what surprised Crawford the most were the number of 
standard vaude acts from’ whom he heard—acts commonly believed 
passed any practical usefulness as plugs either through retirement or 
existing conditions. 

Crawford saw in the true-type vaude acts’ interest an unsuspected 
determination to keep abreast of things, probably rehearsing constantly, 
just in case. Crawford was particularly anxious not to run his ad until 
all his special material was ready, canceling a reservation one week to 
postpone it until the following on the theory he didn't want to be caught 
unawares if the response for the special stuff was heavy. " 








Herb Marple, head of Sherman, Clay, Frisco music pubs, is in New 
York on a fortnight’s stay among other things to set a distrib deal with 
MDS and also to possibly settle the S-C claim against Robbins’ ‘Hold 
Me’ for alleged copyright infringement. Sherman Clay’s number is titled 
‘Oriental Love Dreams,’ which, states Marple, the firm was about to re- 
vive, in line with the recent trend to resurrect past song hits, until ‘Hold 
Me’ popped up as Robbins’ No. 1 song. , 

On the MDS deal, Sherman, Clay, who alsc do a: music jobbing biz: on 
the coast, would like to arrange for MDS to Landle SC’s eastern shipping, 





Warner Bros. publishing group is spotting its technical publication 
rights in one or another of its music pub subsids in order to equalize 
the ASCAP rating or mayhaps increase it, as with Remick’s being ac- 
corded the copyright ownership of the ‘Golddiggers’ songs. Witmarka 
feels it has enough to get it into AA classification along with Berlin, 
Harms and Feist. Harms is also a WB subsid. 

When Paramount bows out of Fumous Music Co., which is 50-50 owned 
with. WB, Warnerites will throw. picture songs te Famous just as Par 
did with its big screen musicals. nad 





Sid Lippman; who composed ‘the music for ‘A Fool in Love’, is the 
musical director at the Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, and as such, ignores 
requests sent. in for ‘Farewell to Arms’ and ‘Tell Me Tonight’, two tunes 
which bear similar melodies to ‘Fool’, Lippman feels that his tune came 
out first and is the forerunner, although ‘Tell’ Me Tonight’ is a European 
number out of ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). oe 





Robbing accepted the last Society dividend money with reservations, 
claiming entitlement to AA classification through predominance of per- 
formed copyrights. Suit is threatened. One suit is already pending by 
Robbins vs. ASCAP, dating back to a technical demotion from Class A 
to D over the proper ownership of copyrights. 





The big league music. pub can break even if selling 4,000 copies of sheet 
music a day at 20c. That's $800 daily biz. Another $200 is counted on 
from the Standard music and past catalog as a by-product. This figures 
$1,000 a day, or else, because the big time music pub’s nut is around 
ae a month. The Society money, etc., takes him out of the danger 

( '° 


However, that 4,000 copies.a day turnover isn’t easy these days. ' 





English bandleader now on the coast has been planting copy on him- 
self in a music magazine over there, knowing that there would be no 
checkup. Current issue says that he has a long-term contract in a spot 
that’s the prize place of the coast. Only two things wrong with’ the 
yarn is that the spot pays off on the meager covers that trickle in and 
the imported leader is already out: 





Music men are riled at the insult-to injur 
-to- y equation through those 
song sheet salesmen parking in front of the tin pin alley haunts and 
oy those nickel song sheets under their eyes 
e@ champ burn is the guy in front of the Para: 
mount (N. Y.) office 
building, which houses the ASCAP and MPPA headquarters, which, with 
seeming ineffectuality, have combatted the pop song lyric pirates, 
Charlie Davis, midwest mheiings a 
\ s » Sumshoed into the Hollywood restau- 
at on Broadway because of the mild feud between Ted Seaham hal “so 
wood management. Place didn’t ballyhoo the jazz tragedian’s de- 
parture on a par with some of the other spots which make an occasion 
of the leaving of a name band, causing the rift, e 





Slight uptrend in si 
Pian E music biz is noted by the jobbers. More stuif turn. 
Coming at this time of the season the, margin of uppe 


; d biz is regardec 
with uncommon favor as an omen for the future, “anne 





Pena ee. who was Paul Whiteman’s ace solo-pianist, is 
; 23D aT ely ill with a lung ailment in the City (N. Y.) hospital Wel- 
are Island. A pulmonary operation will be attempted this week, 








ROAD HOUSES’ CHARGES 





Mormon Town Going for 


Panze Roadhouse Show 
Salt Lake City, June 12, 


The pinched pansy show at Tait’s 
cafe, San Francisco, wherein Rae 
Bourbon and his ‘Boys Will. Be 
Girls’ show were given a free. ride 
to the S. F. women’s court, is now 
booked here into Coon Chicken Inn, 
Salt Lake City roadhouse, indef. 
Bourbon is, top-billed.and publiciz- 
ing the show under same name as 
in west coast town. 

Show hasn’t been bothered by 
sheriff's office, and the natives are 
taking to the entertainment big. 

In Frisco, Bourbon et al. were 
discharged, 





B.B.B. at Garron 


Bobby Berman-(BBB), who came 
from Hollywood to open as m. ec. 
at the Monte Carlo on Broadway 
and who closed in two weeks and 
two days with money due him, is 
m.c.’ing the El Garron which Rafel 
Aleva is managing. 

Aleva had the room when Ramon 
and Rosita ran it. It’s now a hot- 
s-haspot with Maxwell; Otto Malde; 
Kenny and Lewis,’ Bonnie Poe, ‘a4 
floor show and the Buddy Wagner 
orchestra holding forth. Howarc 
Deighton and Gene Bell staged 





Couvert $1 





LOW BUT UP CHECK 


ivident idea on the New York 
roads this summer in the places of 
large capacity is to drop the mini- 
mum charge to 75 cents. For that 
amount all the beer you can drink 
during the evening is promised to 
any one person. 

That uses up the minimum imme- 
diately. Scheme appears to be that 
therefore that anything else ordered 
besides beer will go on the check 
with the expectation that the check 
would quickly exceed the former $2 
minimum charge of last summer. 


EARL BRONSON IN CHI CAFE 
Chicago, June 12 


Earl Bronson and Irene Reneo 
will head the floor show at the Cafa 
de la Paix on Dearborn street. This 
is the former Coffee Dan's brought 
back to life by Morty Hyman, 

Spot will get going June 15 
Former Coffee Dan atmosphere and 
style will be eliminated seven 
piece orchestra and four specialty 
turns will be used. No cover charge 
but probably a nominal minimum 
check requirement 
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9 Musicians Out on Sub-Scale: 
Petrillo Sez ‘Just a Beginning’ 


4 


Chicago, June 12. 
James Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago Musicians Union, is bearing 
down heavily against members 


found guilty of under-scaling. Some 
49 musicians including several lead- 
ers were expelled from the union in 
a stormy session before the trial 
board last week. Mexican band 
booked for ‘Old Mexico,’ concession 
at the World’s Fair was kicked out 
bodily. Howard LeRoy of Cafe de 
Alex was another victim. 

Petrillo is on a rampage against 
under-scaling. He states, ‘This busi- 
ness has been going on long enough. 
It’s time to stop it if I have to re- 
organize the union.’ Essence of 
Petrillo’s comment on the situation 
is that the musicians working for 
sub-scale weren't fooling anybody 
by their clever tricks of covering up 
or giving rebates. Expulsion of the 
49 members last week was charac- 
terized by the union leader as ‘just 
a beginning’ in his fight to show 
that the rate of compensation can- 
not be conveniently forgotten. 

On Rampage 

Several weeks ago the Musicians 
Union expelled Charley Straight and 
fined him $6,000. At the same time 
and in the same case Howard Os- 
borne, at that time head of the Chi- 
cago CBS artists bureau, was de- 
prived of his union membership. 
Since then Osborne is out at CBS. 

Under-scaling has been wide- 
spread in Chicago by more or less 
common knowledge. After repeated 
warnings to the membership, Pe- 
trillo started his present drastic 
campaign some weeks ago. While 
the union has sometimes given per- 
mission to certain contractors to 
make special deals where circum- 
stances warranted, this has been 
only permitted with the express and 
specific permission of the union. 


DISKERS UNITE VERSUS 
RECORD PRICE CUTTERS 


Los Angeles, June 12, 


The three major phonograph re- 
ecorders, Victor, Columbia and 
Brunswick, have made an agree- 
ment not to supply any more discs 
to dealers in this territory who cut 
below the standard price. . 

At the same time, discounts to 
studios have been discontinued, fol- 
lowing the revelation that many of 
the lots were purchasing records 
at a 25 to 50% reduction for indi- 
viduals, in addition to the regular 
music department needs. Brunswick 
is the only one of the trio that had 
previously refused to give studios 
discounts. 


RENARD BANKRUPT 


Jacques Renard, radio maestro, 
has gone the voluntary bankruptcy 
routs, admitting debts of $3,965 and 
$250 in assets. 

Renard filed the petition from his 
home at 99-19 Herrick Ave., Forest 
Hills, L. L., under his name in pri- 
vate life, Jacob Staviski. 











Pat Kennedy-Bernie Part 
Chicago, June 12. 


Pat Kennedy has left Ben Bernie’s 
orchestra after three years as solo- 
ist. Kennedy received a great build- 
up over the radio from Bernie. 
Tenor hopes to go it alone. 

Meanwhile, Jackie Heller is back 
with Bernie. 


Kassell Spotted on Coast 
Hollywood, June 12. 
Art Kassell’s orchestra opens at 
the Marigold gardens, Culver City; 
on June 20, with a large floor show 
headed by Jean Malin. 


Show will be staged 
Prinz. 





by Leroy 


KAPP IN L. A. FOR CROSBY 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Jack Kapp, Brunswick's recording 
head, is here for several weeks. 
He'll supervise the cutting 
Some new Bing Crosby sides. 


of 





Ted Lewis opens June 29 at the 
Dells, Chicago, for eight weeks, suc- 
ceeding Guy Lombardo, who returns 
to the Pavillion Royale, New York. 

mbardo will hit the expo city 


again later in the summer 


‘ 





Fields Family’s Spot 





When and if Dorothy Fields 
and Jimmy McHugh go out as 
a songwriting team on one of 
three offers they have from 
Charles R. Rogers (Para- 
mount), United Artists or 
Metro, it will have the entire 
Fields family to California 
with the exception of Lew 
(Weber and Fields), pere. 

Joe Fields and Herb Fields, 
her brothers, are already on 
the coast on the RKO and 
Metro lots respectively writing 
dialog for the ‘Rio’ and ‘Holly- 
wood Party’ musicals 


Songwriters May 


Become Members 
Of Writers’ Guild 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Laurence W. Beilenson, attorney 
for the Screen Writers’ Guild, flew 
to New York to confer with Sig- 
mund Romberg and other officials 
of the Songwriters’ Protective As- 
sociation regarding the entrance of 


the western members of SPA in 
the scenarists’ body. 

Romberg is dickering with attor- 
neys for the picture producers for 
a minimum basic agreement be- 
tween film companies and ditty 
devisers. With L. Wolfe Gilbert 
as chairman, a western council of 
the songwriters has been holding 
meetings to discuss what should be 
incorporated in this standard con- 
tract. 

Musikers will seek screen credit 
on any picture where two or more 
songs are used. Point now being 
mulled has to do with the right of 
producers who are without pub- 
lishing affiliations to participate in 
royalties of numbers in their pic- 
tures. 

Western council of SPA includes 
Harry Warren, Charles Daniels, 
Bert Kalmar, Arthur Freed, Al Von 
Tilzer and Edward Eliscu. hes 

















Coast Tunesters Busy 





Hollywood, June 12. 

In addition to the score of ‘Ro- 
man Scandals,’ Harry Warren and 
Al Dubin will write t-vo songs for 
‘Nana,’ first Anna Sten production 
for Goldwyn. 

Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart have written ‘Dancing Lady,’ 
themer for the Joan Crawford-Rob- 
ert Montgomery-Clarke Gable pic at 
Metro. Arthur Freed and Nacio 
Herb Brown are doing the remain- 
ing music and lyrics in the picture. 

Will Jason and Val Burton have 
been assigned to ‘Preferred List,’ 
singing short at Radio. 

Gordon and Revel are here look- 
ing around on spec. 





SOVIET MUSIC AWARDS 


Moscow, May 29. 

Six musical child prodigies have 
been rewarded with sums ranging 
from 3,000 to 4,000 rubles by the 
Council of People’s Commissars in 
a decree front-paged throughout the 
country. 

The recognition is, of course, in- 
terded to encourage youthful talent 


and to indicate the Kremlin’s 
fatherly interest in its growing 
generation. 





HOTEL’S COLLEGE BAND 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Arcady, class Wilshire blvd. 
hotel, goes supper club June 24 
with a collegiate band and a 50c 
cover. 

Orchestra, off the U. C. L. A. 
campus, is headed by Larry Kilius 
and was booked by David Hillman. 








Lippman Organizing 
Los Angeles, June 12. 


Sid Lippman, who has a year’s 
contract with the Ambassador as 
musical director, is gathering to- 
gether a band which will open at the 
Cocoanut Grove August 1 with a 


name leader waving the baton. 
Charles Bradshaw has left Ray- 
mond Paige to join the Lippman 





combo as hot-tune arranger 


PLATTER DEBUT 


Dick Powell to Brunswick—Bing 
Crosby’s Disk Chores 








Hollywood, June 12. 


Dick Powell makes his debut as a 
Brunswick recording artist with two 
tunes from Warners’ ‘Gold Diggers 
of 1933,’ which were cut out on the 
Coast last week. 


Bing Crosby also making a num- 
ber of sides, including one of ‘My 
Love,’ by Victor Young, which has 
been restricted for 13 weeks by 
Harms to Young’s own use. Platter 
will be cold-storaged until then. 


$8,000 FOR 8 NITES 
FOR WARING IN A.C. 


Due to Fred Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians being compelled to 
return to New York everey Wed- 
nesday for the Old Gold broadcasts, 
Johnny O’Connor is routing the 
band to dip in and out of the big 
town on dance dates. 


For this reason July 1-4 and July 
28-30 will see those eight dates at 
$1,000 a night for Waring at the 
Gateway Casino, Atlantic City. 
Other bookings are on similar spor- 
adic appearances. The A. C. octet 
for $8,000 is protected by half of 
the money being put up in advance. 


Another for Oldtimers 


Beverly Hills, Cal., June 12. 

Beverly Hills Little Theatre for 
Professionals will stage another old- 
timers vaude show here at midnight 
June 24. . 

Chic Sale and Trixie Friganza will 
play a return, having participated in 
the first vaude revival staged Mem- 
orial day. Numerous other vets of 
vaude are expected to participate. 














HERE AND THERE 





Dan Alexander’s Vagabonds play- 
ing at Lyndhurst Pavilion, Snyder's 
Lake, outside Troy, N. Y. 





Charles Boulanger’s orchestra, 
formerly at the Park Central hotel, 
N. Y., to Ocean View Park, Nor- 
folk, Va., with a WGH wire. 





Earl Burnett who has organized 
a new band under his own name is 
at the Gunther hotel, San Antonio, 
and moves shortly to Cincinnati. 
Meanwhile the remnants of his 
former organization under Jess 
Kirkpatrick is the so-called Buddy 
Rogers orchestra alternating be- 
tween the College Inn and the Pabst 
Blue Ribbon Casino at the World’s 
Fair. 





Louis Panico gets a berth at the 
World’s Fair as one of the dance- 
hall units. 





Paul Specht is on a New England 
barnstorming dance tour. 





Freddy Engel-Chuck Miller or- 
chestra back at Taylor's grill, Lake 
Luzerne, N. Y., for eighth consecu- 
tive summer. 





Back to Earth 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Sonny Brooks, local band- 
leader, wanted a monicker 
with more class when he went 
into the Club Ballyhoo, so he 
became Sherwood Beasley. 


Happens to be his real 

name, 

—From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin. 











NAME BANDS Q.T 
REORGANIZED 


Chicago, June 12. 
rrobably the majority of dance 
orchestras now in town are com- 
posed of members of the Chicago 
musicians’ local. Vincent Lopez, 
Leo Reisman, Buddy Rogers, Bernie 
Cummins, Jan Garber and other ag- 
gregations nominally non-Chicago 
in classification have only a hand- 
ful of out-of-town musicians. 


Economy explains this. First the 
rule that compels the leader to pay 
30% more for members of other lo- 
cals tends to favor Chicago musi- 
cians. Secondly, the tendency of 
many name bands has been to re- 
trench and reorganize more or less 
quietly and in the direction of re- 
duced payrolls dropping their high- 
priced soloists for cheaper substi- 
tutes. 


L. A. Bands Switch 


Los Angeles, June 12. 











Some Cafe Men Afraid Chicago 
Over-Expanded on Expo Hopes 


Chicago, June 12. 


Bobby Mecker’s orchestra sud- 
denly was yanked om of the Bis- 
marck Hotel last week and a six- 
piece aggregation headed by Verne 
Back substitutec. Over 50% econ- 
omy was thereby effected. 
Locally the action of the Bismarck 
was taken a telltale of what will 
happen in many gspots unless the 
doldrums of the past three weeks 
are ended by an influx of out-of- 
town spenders. Up to now the 
World's Fair has be«r great for the 
World’s Fair and ncbody else. 
Right now the Dells, Lasalle Roof, 
P.lmer House, aud Edgewater 
Beach appear to be out front in the 
highly competitive nite life of this 
burg so far as the spots outside the 
exposition are concerned. All the 
restaurants within the fair grounds, 
Pabst Casino, Old Heidelberg, Cafe 
de Alex, Schlitz Gardens, and Victor 
Vienna Gardens appear to be Joing 
excellent and consistent trade and 
with every prospect of banking 
money in wheelbarrows. 
Too Soon to Know 

Whole story cannot be written on 
a basis of two weeks, but the first 
fortnight o2 the exposition has cer- 
tainly had a deflationary influence 
upon the optimism of rome cafe 
men here. Right now with the nite 
life expanded four times its normal 
self, the fear has been born that 
capitol sunk in making ready for 
happy days may not be gilt edge 
investments after all. However, boys 

e holding off until after July 4 to 
make up their minds more conclu- 
sively. 


RIVIERA’S EMBARGO ON 
NON-FRENCH MUSICIANS 


London, June 1, 


Fillioux, managing director of 
Palm Beach Casino, Cannes, inti- 











Band changes in L. A. include 
Huey McCarthy now at Lake Ar- 
rowhead; Brick English at Valencia 
Ballroom, Santa Ana; Callie Holden, 
Laguna Beach ballroom; George 
Redmond, Ship cafe, Venice; Harry 
Owens, Antlers. hotel, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., starting June 20. 

A band yet to be selected follows 
the George Pemberthy combo into 
Venice, Calif., ballroom next week. 

Peggy Gilbert’s girl’s orchestra 
playing tea-time music at the new 
Tivoli cafe, L. A., and Charles Jos- 
lin is at the Silver Spray ballroom, 
Long Beach. 

Lou Singer’s band furnishing the 
tunes aboard the S. 8S. Panama, 
pleasure schooner which also broad- 
easts, out of Santa Monica. 





BANDS MOVING IN 


Guy Lombardo returns to the Pa- 
villon Royale, Long Island, early in 
July, and Pancho has replaced Eddy 
Duchin at the Central Park Casino. 
Isham Jones will again be at the 
Ambassador hotel, Atlantic City, 
this summer. CBS will etherize 





him. 





the prospective sheet music sales. 


helpless. 


on, but they crop up repeatedly. 


with indifferent success. 


him. 


Law specifically provides for the 





The audacity of the lyric sheet sharpshooters is appalling. 
of out and out racketeering, but efforts to curb the chiseling have met 
When arrested the sheet salesman usually 
has the alibi that some nondescript individual delivers the sheets to 
He usually answers to the name of Joe or Mike and nothing else. 
When and if a Joe or Mike is ever taken into custody they, in turn. 
never know the source of the sheets. 


the printer, and calling for the seizure of all plates, etc. 
these lines have met with little success. 
Canada and while Gordon V. Thompson, Canadian rep for the ASCAP 


Helpless Society on Song Sheets 


Those 5c song sheet peddlers are flanking the Strand on Broadway 
with a special edition of the ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB film) lyrics which 
seem to be selling well with exiting film fans, and unquestionably dent 
The same thing happened when ‘42d 
Street’ held forth at the Strand when a special edition of these Warren 
and Dubin tunes—along with many other pop hits—were unlawfully sold 
on the streets adjacent to the theatre. 

Music men burn at this plagiaristic practice but seemingly the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, as the copyright 
assignee, which should have the situation under control, is apparently 
It has been a costly proceding for the Society to make ex- 
amples through legal prosecution against the song sheet sharks off and 


It smacks 


including 
Efforts along 
Racket has been extended int 


source to be prosecuted, 


has been able to effect some more legislation, and also has enlisted the 

aid of civil authorities, there too his success has been very much limited. 
New York tin pan alleyites grouse at the song sheet chselers also} 

parking themselves in front of the Paramount building which houses | 

the home offices of the ASCAP and the MPPA, and there sell their 

illicit sheets under the very noses of the Society and the Music Pub- iH] 

lishers’ Protective Association authorities f 


mated to Ralph Dean, the London 
agent, that the French Ministry of 
Labor has refused to grant per- 
mits to imported acts. Dean has 
Jack Harris and his band, from the 
Cafe de Paris, booked at the Ca- 
sino for the summer season. Chic 
Endor and Charlie Farrell are an- 
other act booked there. Dean is in 
touch with the American Embassy 
in London regarding the situation. 
Funny part is that Duclos, the 
head of Deauville Casino, has Roy 
Fox and his band booked there for 
a season from Aug. 12, but he has 
confirmed the contract without 
raising any difficulty. 


Idea Triplets 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Next headliner short at Radio will 
exploit the same song idea done by 
three different sets of writers. Harry 
Akst and Edward Eliscu will devise 
a musical comedy type of ditty; 
Charles Daliens and Harry Tobias 
will turn out the pop kind of num- 
ber, and a yet-to-be-selected pair 
of colored writers will deliver a red 
hot scat song. 
Lou Brock is 
effort. 








supervising the 





Medal for ‘Bird’ 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Max Steiner, musical director at 
Radio, has been notified that he was 
awarded the Austrian prize for the 
best symphonic composition of the 
year on his seoring of ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’. 

Picture was given top laurels by 
the Concordia society of Vienna as 
the best cinemagraph effort of the 
past year. 





~ 





One of the New York Music 
Aces Is 

Who with his orchestra 

provides mellow music from 

the St. Moritz Roof and via 

WABC. Of course he fea 

tures: 

“Hold Me” 

“‘Love Songs of the Nile’ 

‘*Sweetheart, Dariin’ ”’ 

“I'm Thru Saying I'm Thru’ 

‘Hold Your Man’’ 

“Let’s Make Up” 
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Pegler on a Columnist 


By WESTBROOK PEGLER 


In Walter Winchell’s inside coat pocket, carelessly held in a card 
case, is a nice collection of soft soap spilled over Winchell in the very 
nice way of Damon Runyon. If Winchell can halt a bystander long 
enough, the victim is made to read the Runyon stuff on Winchell. Win- 
chell enjoys it so much that he often asks the bystander io read it aloud, 
because Winchell can’t believe his eyes. 

Westbrook Pegler has a nice way of writing, too. Thousends and 
thousands of newspaper readers have learned to think very highly of 
the Chicago ‘Tribune’ syndicated writing ace. 

Mr. Pegler one day a few days ago wrote one of his daily columns. 
The Pegler column was about columnists. Pegler called it a sport writer 
talking to himself, but you have difficulty in recognizing any sjort 
writer it fits. The first hasty conclusion is that the Pegler interview 
seems to fit rather a Broadway columnist, maybe any Broadway col- 
umnist. 

For fear Walter, me boy, failed to see Mr. Pegler’s contribution it is 
here submitted, as it’s quite well known in the night clubs of New York 
where stews assemble that Winchell’s first crack Tuesday morning is: 

‘I wonder what that louse Variety has in this week about me.’ 

With Winchell inviting some of the bystanders to read the Runyon 
essay over in person there's a chance he will also be informed just whom 
Mr. Pegler hed in mind. 

(From the New York ‘Evening Post’) 


A sport writer interviews himself after the fashion: 

Oh, how I love my beautiful, darling wife and kiddies. I am one of 
the best husbands in the world. And fathers, too. Some husbands and 
fathers keep these things in the bosom of the family, but it is a business 
with me, and I blab it all over good white paper. 

Hello, sweetheart. Here is a kiss for you. I am selling this kiss to 
the customers for three cents a copy; ten cents on Sundays. Don't for- 
get to give little Shirley her spinach tonight. I have your photograph 
in the drawer beside me, darling. In my watch, too. Also in my hat, 
Hello, Shirley, darling. Your papa sends you a kiss. Your pap loves 
you. Papa loves baby. Isn’t that original, darling? 

Sometimes I get disgusted when people think I am hard boiled and 
blase and cynical. People are always thinking about me. Oh, why does 
everybody think about me all the time? And why do people think I am 
conceited and stuck up when I am one of the most democratic and kind 
hearted and family loving people in all the world? Even if I am stand- 
ing on the pinnacle of success, I am always willing t. lend a helping 
hand to those who are strugglin’ in the battle of life. 

This is the great humanitarian in me, although, to hear my enemies 
tell it, you wouldn’t know it. I used to be one of the humble class, my- 
self, once, before I became so successful. 

But is it worth while to be a great man? 
ling. 

I must remember to write something nice about George Washington. 
He deserves it, even from me. Walnuts grow on trees. Shakespeare 
died at the age of fifty. 

Rather clever, I thought. I mean what Izzy Blotz, the featherweight 
fighter, said to the elevator boy at the Garden the other night. 

‘Hello,’ piped Blotz, ‘I see you have your ups and downs.’ 

Wonder if is true. I mean about what I mean. I mean about that 
rumor what I mean. It certainly will prove what I mean if I mean what 
Il mean. 

A certain party has been writing poison pen letters about me. 
the party is known. Jealous of my success, that’s all. 

I am so important that a great many people write poison pen letters 
about me. But what they forget is that I love my wife and ki¢dies. 

Hello, darling, here is another kiss for you (three cents daily; ten 
cents on Sundays). 

My goodness, how the money rolls in! 

Oh, well, if you want to be an honest, fearless and a big, outstanding 
success, you have to have a brave bodyguard so you will not get slapped 
on the nose. Bodyguards cost money, but when I need money I just l.iss 
my darling wife and little Shirley in print and meet the pay roll. 

Butch Butcher certainly is a grand guy and a true pal. One of the 
sweetest pals in the world. They call him a racketeer. The big bankers, 
that is. But they don’t know what a grand guy and a true pal he is. 
While they are robbing the poor people, he robs the rich. They say he 
kicks his mother. 

But they don’t tell you that he kicks her with his right foot. 
Butch is left-footed. Rope is made of hemp. 

I must remember to put the blast on Pontius Pilate. There was a 
dirty coward, if there ever was one, I am not afraid to speak out, let 
the chips fall where they may. 

That certainly was nice of President Roosevelt to write me that boost- 
ing letter telling me how much he liked my stuff. I wrote him, saying, 
‘I certainly hope you have a successful administration,’ and he wrote 
back out of a clear sky, ‘I cannot find words to express my opinion of 
your stuff.’ 

What is life, after all? A guttering candle. 
of the dice. A wee deoch and doris. 

Hello, sweetheart, here is another kiss for you (three cents a copy to- 
day). Don’t forget to give little Shirley her spinach, dear. 

Benedict Arnold certainly was a dirty bum, 

Henry the Eighth was a king of England. 

Good night, sweetheart. 

(Copyright, 1933, Chicago Tribune) 


Sometimes, I wonder, dar- 


And 


And 


A flickering flame, a cast 





Douglas Used Whip 

Ww. A. S. Douglas, well-known 
Chicago correspondent for eastern 
newspapers, revealed by Chicago 
‘Herald-Examiner’ as the man who 
horsewhipped Jack Whitehouse, lo- 
cal banker, the night of June 2 at 
the Four Arts ball, staged in the 
‘Streets of Paris’ at the World's 
Fair, 

The former Mrs. Douglas married 
Whitehouse the day after the horse- 
whipping. Horsewhipping incident 
was widely whispered around town, 
but names of principals not gener- 
ally known before story broke to- 
day. 

Coast Changes 

Ray Van Ettish, who as city edi- 
tor and acting managing editor of 
the Los Angeles ‘Examiner,’ has this 
paper at the top of the coast morn- 
ing dailies, and who did a similar 
job in handling the Seattle ‘Post- 
Intelligencer’ for three years, is back 
at his old desk. He is functioning 
currently as day m. e. of the ‘Iéx- 
aminer.’ The post he vacated in Se- 
attle has been taken over by Ray 
Poleer, who was Sunday editor of 
the L. A. ‘Examiner.’ 





Literati Bankrupts 

William Faro, Inc., 41 West 46th 
street, New York, book publisher, 
has been petitioned into involun- 
tary bankruptcy by the usual three 
creditors on nominal claims. 

Merle Ww. Hersey, magazine 
editor, 158 West 11th street, New 
York, in voluntary bankruptcy list- 
ing $1,723 in liabilities; no assets. 





Books at $7.50 

Something new and courageous in 
the publishing field these doldrum 
days. The entire edition of ‘The Sil- 
ver Horn’ by Gordon Grand pub- 
lished at $7.50 per copy—was sold 
out. Before very long the book was 
out of print and fetching $15 a 
copy. The Derrydale Press, cater- 
ing to the sportsmen of America, 
announces a second book at the 
same staggering price. 

Liveright Memoirs 

Although he again heads the pub- 
lishing house which bears his name, 
it is Simon & Schuester who will 
publish the memoirs of Horace Live- 
right. Title selected is ‘Turbulent 
Years,’ and it may be out late this 
year or early next 


C. Hooper Trask Killed 
Charles Hooper Trask who was 
killed when his automobile plunged 
over the edge of a mountain road 





near Bolzano, Italy, was formerly 
Berlin correspondent for VARIETY 
until a few years ago. An Ameri- 


can newspaperman long domiciled 
in the German capital, he was prom- 
inent in Anglo-Germanic film and 
journalistic affairs, latterly also be- 
coming the general mid-Europa rep- 
resentative of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. He was headed for 
Milan on concert affairs on behalf 
of the CBS. 

Trask was best known in America 
as the dramatic correspondent of 
the New York ‘Times,’ covering 
films and the theatre, in both of 
which fields he was well versed. He 
was with UFA Films in Berlin_also, 
and intermittently did a bit in one 
of their pictures, more or less as a 
lark, since his principal pursuit was 
that of newspaper correspondence. 

Mrs, Clara Trask, his wife, is 
seriously hurt in a hospital in Bol- 
zano but she is expected to recover. 
She was rescued by another auto- 
mobile party. She is a _ concert 
singer. Mrs. Trask also represents 
the ‘Musical Courier.’ 

Trask arranged two of the biggest 
CBS broadcasts, notably the Ober- 
ammergau Festival and also the re- 
cent Hitler hookup. 








Fists and Guns 

Last week’s Lamson murder case 
on the Stanford campus has driven 
the 'Frisco dailies to such fierce 
competition that fists have flown 
and guns have been drawn by rival 
newshounds who are hot for exclu- 
sive stuff. The sheriff in San Jose 
is holding David Lamson, 30, sales 
manager of the Stanford University 
Press, a publishing house similar to 
Cambridge Press, for the alleged 
murder of his wife, Allene Thorpe 
Lamson, in their campus home on 
Memorial Day. 

On the courthouse grounds at San 
Jose a pair of reporters from the 
rival sheets went at it round and 
round, ending in a knockout for one 
of the boys. : 

Next day two others got in an 
argument that was settled in double 
quick time as one of the boys drew 
a vicious-looking Colt to emphasize 
his point. 

‘Midst all this is William O’Brien 
who was let out of the ‘Chronic’ 
day after the case broke, and im- 
mediately went over to the ‘Ex’ to 
continue covering the affair for that 
sheet, 





‘Little Giant’ Claim 

Emile Gauvreau and George 
Clarke, respectively managing and 
city editor of the New York ‘Mir- 
ror,’ have retained the tabloid’s at- 
torney, Edward A. Robertson, to 
represent them in a claim against 
Warner Bros. over ‘Little Giant.’ 
Gauvreau and Clarke’s original 
story was titled ‘When Beer Comes 
Back.’ 

Script went rounds including a 
trip to J. J. Geller, of the William 
Morris agency, who sent it out to 
Willie Morris, Jr., on the coast, for 
possible sale. It returned unsold. 
Robert Lord authored the WB 
story. 





Co-Op No. 7653 

Another co-operative book pub- 
lishing organization, similar to the 
recently formed Equinox Press, has 
been gotten under way by a miscel- 
laneous group of book people. They 
are Walter Goodwin, Tom Hibben, 
Florence Codman and Walter Cha- 
rak, and they will call their venture 
Arrow Editions. 

Like the Equinox publications, 
too, the Arrow Editions will consist 
of limited printings and pamphlets. 
First will be a new edition of George 
Ade’s ‘Fables in Slang.’ 

Goodwin is a former Lippincott 
executive and Hibben is a scribbler. 
Charak and Miss Codman have also 
messed around the publishing cen- 
ter. 





‘Atlantic’ Winner 

The Atlantic prize of $5,000 for 
the most interesting work of non- 
fiction has been awarded to 
Frances Winwar, of New York 
City. Title: ‘Poor Splendid Wings.’ 
Subject: A biographical narrative 
of young revolutionary poets and 
artists. To be published: Septem- 
ber. Publishers: Little, Brown & 
Co. 





Production Drop 

The first half of 1933 shows a 
decrease of 13% in new books pub- 
lished. Fiction titles went down 2%. 
Biography 25%. Travel 26%. Text- 
books took the worse tumble of all, 
while juveniles went up 20%. Does 
this mean that the public rated with 
the intelligence of fourteen year 
olds by motion picture producers is 
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‘Het’ (ERGO). concesiavesinesecce 


‘Albums, Then (3380 6 cdetosc ac 


‘Little Man What Now’ ($2.50)... 


‘House of Exile’ ($3.00) 

‘British Agent’ ($2.75) ... 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending June 10, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


‘As the Earth Turns’ ($2.50) ............By Gladys Hasty Carroll 
‘Grand Canary’ ($2.50) ...... owdes 
tee eeeeeecnceesess BY Hans Fallada 
‘American Girl Mystery’ ($2.00) .... 

Non-Fiction 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50)... .ccccccceccces 


eeeececeesess++» bY Franklin D. Roosevelt 


jubekhs <6 éuah By Charles G. Norris 


.-By Mary Roberts Rinehart 
Ee ree By A. J. Cronin 


ieee bebe bcenee By Ellery Queen 


seeeeseee- By Stefan Zweig 
-By Nora Waln 
.--By Bruce Lockhart 


ih te Chena dias By Walter B. Pitkin 








Laments Philly Taste 


According to the Philadelphia 
‘Publisher's Weekly’ the Phila. Art 
alliance is terribly distressed over 
the poor local taste which prefers 
Beth Brown and Tiffany Thayer to 
G. B. Shaw. It gasped at the dec- 
laration that Beth Brown's ‘Man 
and Wife’ was the current best 
seller, hard pressed by Sinclair 
Lewis’ ‘Ann Vickers.’ A. E. Idell, 
who has 75 circulating libraries, 
declared Philadelphians were read- 
ing more books than ever, but they 
steered clear of the heavy think- 


ers in favor of ‘hot’ books, mys- 
tery stories and westerns. 
That brought a yawp § from 


Emma Feldman, who tries to sell 
books instead of loaning them. She 
lamented that booksellers are 
starving to death while ‘any wom- 
an who wants to can start a lend- 
ing library in her dining room.’ 
One ray of light was contributed 
by Francis Frazier, of ‘Lippincotts,’ 
who assured that when Philadel- 
phia did take a fancy to a solid 
book they bought and bought. 
After that someone remarked 
that poetry was an entirely out- 
moded art, and they stopped talk- 
ing and just wrangled. 





New Paris Ed. 

When Marjorie Howard recently 
retired as Paris fashion’ editor of 
‘Harper's Bazaar,’ after being con- 
nected with that publication for 
the past nine years, Carmel Snow 
was sent over from N. Y. to find 
a successor. She has signed Daisy 
Fellowes (the Hon. Mrs. Reginald 
Fellowes), wellknown social leader. 
Mrs. Fellowes is not only an au- 
thority on what the well dressed 
woman should wear, but has won 
her spurs in the literary world with 
two books to her credit—‘Cats in 
the Isle of Man’ and ‘Les Filles 
du Diable’ (The Devil’s Daughters). 
She will have as her assistant, 
Lillian Fisher, in private life the 
wife of Frank Farley, of the Para- 
mount organization. 





Another Vice Slap 

Magistrate Van Amringe, dismiss- 
the case of the vice society against 
the Vanguard press for publication 
of Donald Henderson Clark’s ‘Fe- 
male,’ hands the second swat to the 
snoopers within the month. The 
first was the decision favoring the 
Viking press in the ‘God’s Little 
Acre’ matter. 
Magistrate Van Amringe draws a 
distinction between dirty literature 
and literature about dirt, finding 
nothing objectionable in the book 
after three readings. 





No Mystery 

Viking Press, which has its sec- 
ond mystery story. scribbler in 
eight years in Joseph Baker Carr, 
won't use any mystery angle in ex- 
ploiting him. It’s the publisher’s be- 
lief that the mystery thing has been 
overworked, with too many masked 
or whiskered fictioneers to make 
for any more novelty. Carr will get 
the same sort of build-up that Vi- 
king would give any other of its au- 
thors. May be even started off with 
a tea. 





English Writer Honored 
This year’s annual Paris Femina- 
Vie Heureuse Prize has_ been 
awarded by the French Committee 
to Miss Bradda Field for her book, 
‘Small Town,’ chosen as the best 
English imaginative work of the 
past 12 months. J. L. Garvin will 
make the presentation on June 21 
at the Institut Francais at Crom- 
well Gardens, London. 





‘New Yorkers’ Crik 
‘New Yorker’ has a new book re- 
viewer who's associated with one of 
the large publishipg houses, He's 
Clifton Fadiman, one of the editors 
of Simon & Schuster, 


Fadiman succeeds Robert M. 
Coates on the ‘New Yorker’ mag, 
with Coates having resigned to write 








also going moron in literature? 


Cyrus H. K. Curtis Dead 


Cyrus H. K. Curtis, who would 
have celebrated his 83rd birthday 
June 18, died at his home in Wyn- 
cote, Pa., June 7, after an illness 
of more than a year. He was 
stricken with a heart attack in May 
of last year and never recovered. 

Starting as a newsboy with a 
cash capital of three cents, he 
made a huge fortune out of the 
‘Saturday Evening Post’ and its 
kindred publications, notably the 
‘Ladies Home Journal’ and _ the 
‘Country Gentleman’ which, like 
the ‘Post’ he put over with tre- 
mendous advertising campaigns. 
In 1910 he added the Philadelphia 
‘Ledger’ to his string, but his 
money was made in the period- 
icals. 

He had been inactive in recent 
years, but the papers still go on 
under the impetus of his original 
push, with the aid of those who 
were trained under his business 
methods. 





Sues Chicago ‘Defender’ 

Mrs. Helen Abbott, estranged wife 
of Robert Abbott, publisher of the 
Chicago ‘Defender,’ leading negro 
newspaper, went into court last 
week and asked that her lawyer be 
appointed receiver of the property. 
She alleges her husband is too ill 
to operate it. 

She also is reported seeking $100,- 
000 cash settlement from the negro 
publisher on the marital end. 





U. P. Manager Dies 

Homer L. Roberts, 34, newspaper 
man, died June 7 in Sacramento, 
Calif., following an appendix opera- 
tion. Deceased, _ until recently, 
Sacramento manager of the United 
Press, is survived by his widow and 
daughter. 





Made Good 
In its initial issue the new 
‘Greenwich Villager’ announced an 
article by Theodore Drieser, and it 
made good. 
But it was only a ten line appre< 
ciation of Hubert Davis, the artist, 





Chatter 

Beth Brown, now that ‘Man and 
Wife’ is best-sellering, at work on 
‘Lady Hobo,’ 

Frank Scully’s new Hollywood 
novel is titled ‘Bitches on Bicycles.’ 
Simon & Schuster will pub. 

Brigadier-General Hugh S. John- 
son, slated for appointment by 
President Roosevelt as adminis- 
trator of the new National Indus- 
trial Recovery Act, is the author of 
several boys’ books about the army. 

Thorne Smith back from the 
Coast. His family with him, which 
means he won’t return so soon—if 
at all, 

Blair Niles the latest of the Live- 
right scribblers to find another pub- 
lisher. It’s Longmans, Green. 

Ishbel Ross going to Scotland to 
write her new book. 

Ogden Nash doing most of that 
new book in Baltimore. 

The newspapermen who covered 
the 1893 Chi Fair who are being re- 
united for the 1933 World's Fair read 
like a who's who of finance and in- 
dustry. 

Mordecai Danzis, newspaperman, 
discharged from bankruptcy. 

Allen McEwen, 45, San Francisco 
newspaperman, died June 7 in San 
Jose, Calif., following a short illness, 
Survived by his widow and son. 
The Wednesday Literary Club, 
which meets on Fridays, is planning 
to shift to an outdoor cafe for ths 
summer and return to the Algon- 
quin hotel (N. Y.) in the fall. 
Ernest W. Gross, former ‘Varietr’ 
correspondent in Frankfurt-am- 
Main, back in the U. S. for good. 
With Bernard Sobel’s first novel, 
‘Indiscreet Girl’ (Farrar-Rinehart) 
just off the press, he’s getting one 
of those literary cocktail parties at 
the Hotel Pierre. Mrs, Camille 
Dreyfus (ex-Jean (‘Follies’) Tenny- 





a novel 


son) hostess. 
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Dempsey’s First Eastern Show Nets $201,000 
—A New Rickard’ 


+ 


By JACK PULASKI 


Max Schmeling ‘won’ the heavy- 
weight championship from Jack 
Sharkey resting on the canvas. He 
Jost his chance to battle for the title 
again—standing up. Max Baer in 
peating the German on points and 
technically knocking him out, looks 
like the new title man because he 
ghould defeat either Sharkey or 
Carnera, who have it out for the 
second time June 29. Later in the 
gummer the big bout of the year 
between either of the latter and 
Baer should come off. 

The Californian upset all the dope. 
A few experts figured him to win 
py a knockout, but that he would 
outpoint Schmeling was not consid- 
ered in the forecasts. The contest 
jn the Yankee Stadium Thursday 
night (8) was an ordeal for the on- 
lookers, who stewed in the swelter- 
ing heat. It was 10 degrees hotter 
under the ring; arcs and the German 
later complained that got him. He 
cried in his dressing room, while his 
manager, Joe Jacobs, who really 
won the title for aim by claiming 
foul in the first encounter with 
Sharkey, said nothing. 

The whole set-up is favorable to 
the fight game. It brings Jack 
Dempsey and his partner, Tim Mara, 
into the field as successful promot- 
ers, Dempsey’s popularity, willing- 
ness to mix, unruffled temper, amid 
trying labors and his generosity, 
augur his success in the managerial 
end of fisticuffs. 


$201,000 Net 


Total net gate was $201,000. There 
were 48,000 paid admissions. How 
many comps there were only Demp- 
gey can guess at. He turned nobody 
down who had even a semblance of 
a claim for a ducat—third rate fight 
managers were even taken care of. 
Mara estimated Dempsey himself 
was responsible for $100,000 of the 
draw. The former champ made ap- 
pearances here, there and every- 
where and the reward was the fin- 
ancial success for Jack’s first fight 
show in the East. 

Fact that the contest itself satis- 
fied the customers also ups Demp- 
sey into the forerank. He has 
stepped into Tex Rickard’s shoes 
and what Dempsey stands for is a 
new deal for boxing. Unsatisfactory 
melees such as the Sharkey-Schmel- 
ing events chased thousands of fans 
away from the box office. The press 
had been antagonized by boxing 
show powers. But there probably 
isn’t one newspapermen who isn’t 
‘for’ Dempsey. As for the champ, 
he’s for them and frankly thanked 
the fight writers for supporting the 
ballyhoo that brought the customers 
back, 

Schmeling Outgamed 


The German put up a good fight, 
but he was outslugged and out- 
gamed. Asacontest it was excellent 
from the fans’ standpoint. The men 
fought into and out of clinches, the 
referee never having to break them 
once. Schmeling walked in most of 
the way, but the Livermore Lar- 
ruper tantalized him with long lefts 
that had the German off balance. 
He reached under Max's guard with 
rights to the body, battered him 
around the head sending him back 
on his heels. Often Baer yanked 
Schmeling and shoved him onto the 
ropes. That drew some booing, also 
Baer’s inclination to hit with the 
back of his hand when he missed 
right swings. Such taps did no dam- 
age and kept him from going off 
balance but counted against him on 
score. Fight was slow, but inter- 
esting from the third to the ninth 
round. Baer claimed his arms were 
leaden in the interval. 

After all, Schmeling’s ring record 
was blown up, while Baer's powers 
were underestimated. Both of the 
German’s contests with Sharkey 
were unsatisfactory and last sum- 
men when the disputed decision 
went to Sharkey, Schmeling did not 
impress the unbiassed as being of 
championship calibre. His knock- 
out of Stribling was something and 
his work against Uzcudun and Risko 
upped his stock, but Baer was the 
first really hard-hitting heavy he 
went up against, except the excit- 
able Sharkey. 

Baer is 24 years old, a kid in a 
sense. He likes to caper, and why 
not at his age? He doesn't intend 

ecoming a pug but wants to gral 





Both Talkers 


Hollywood, June 12. 

‘Walter Winchell’ is sitting on 
the porch of a Hollywood 
house and looking in vain for 
Armageddon, a little white dog 
that disappeared from the 
place several days ago. 
Winchell is swearing a little 
because the hound doesn't 
show up. 

This Winchell is a parrot 
owned by Barbara Dow who 
named it after the keyhole 
commentator. 


CHI MAZDA ADV. SPACE 
IN SKY UP TO $100,000 


Chicago, June 12. 


Electric signs have blossomed 
like dandelions in May across the 
Illinois Central right-of-way ad- 
jacent to the World’s Fair. It’s rem- 
iniscent of Times Square in the 
most bulbous era of electrical ad- 
vertising. Giant signs, mostly ani- 
mated, have appeared to emblazon- 
the messages of scores of national 
advertisers. 

These signs dominate the skyline 
when the exposition is viewed from 
the island looking toward the main- 
land. Prices for choice locations at 
a premium because of the Fair are 
reported running as high as 
$100,000. 


Border All Nite Rule 
Socks Nearby Spots 


San Diego, June 12. 

Local nightery business has been 
shot since the 24-hour opening of 
the border here, with the supper 
room of the El Cortez closed and 
the Aaron Gonzales band return- 
ing to Los Angeles. Band leader is 
now forming a rumba and tango 
combo. 

Biz at the U. S. Grant hotel and 
other dance spots has fallen way 
off since the Mexican line was 
thrown wide open. 


Night, Morning 20-Hour 
L.A.-N.Y. Planes Start 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Two new 20-hour plane schedules 
were put into service between Los 
Angeles and New York yesterday 
(11) by United Air lines. 

One plane leaves here at 5:45 p 
m. and the other at 7 a. m. Night 
plane arrives in N. Y. at 6:25 p.m. 
and morning ship gets there at 7:45 
a. m. Arrivals in Manhattan are 
at N. Y. daylight savings time. 


























Pooch Derby Nipped 
By Pinch at Track 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Opening night of the new Bever- 
ly-Fairfax Kennel club dog racing 
season was halted during the sev- 
enth race when Capt. Clyde Plum- 
mer and 20 investigators from the 
District Attorney’s staff arrested 
10 bettors, 15 option ticket sellers, 
Paul Ferguson, track g. m.; and 
George Cressey, chief calculator. 

All were held for violating state 
gambling codes and were released 
on individual bonds of $500 each ex- 
cept for Ferguson’s $1,000 bail and 
Cressey’s $5,000. 

Greyhound sprints opened in the 
face of advance info that the D. 
A.’s office would take action to pre- 
vent option betting. Crowd of 2,000 
was on hand for the opening of the 
new plant. 


Chicago Sapolioed 


Chicago, June 22. 
Parts of Chicago are so clean be- 
cause of the World’s Fair that the 
glare from buildings hurts the 
eyes. 
These structures, Jong geray OT 


black, are glistening in holiday 
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brightness. 


Tacoma’s Bike Day 


Tacoma, June 12. 

Local business association boosts 
its thoroughfare with big bicycle 
day celebration, earrying the old- 
timers back to the bloomer days 
and stage parade. 
Street, which used to be main 
thoroughfare of city, packed on the 
sidelines for parade of hundreds of 
bicycles. Prizes awarded and queen 
crowned. Hurt mat business over 
entire city and theatres tipped their 
hats in a goodwill gesture. 


Suzanne’s Temperament 
Spree Gets Half Pay 


The Hague, June 2. 

Suzanne Lenglen, French tennis 
professional star, left Holland in a 
huff. Was slated to play on Ascen- 
sion Day (holiday here). It poured. 
So she played the Saturday after. 
First she made audience wait and 
then when she arrived at last and 
started her exhibition match in a 
double, some could not see well from 
stands around her court. So man- 
agement allowed these visitors to 
take better seats, but tax-collectors 
objected. It was suggested that Su- 
zanne should move to another court 
where all could see well. She re- 
fused, saying it would mar her style. 
Public started to boo. Management 
pointed out that she was a profes- 
sional playing under a special con- 
tract, but she kept firm and also 
refused to stay over for a special 
gala dinner at Carlton hotel, one of 
the conditions of contract. 

Flew home by airplane and only 
got half pay. Balance in court now. 


L. A. Is Spouting More 
Beer Than Anticipated 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

With more than 3,500 beer licenses 
issued in Los Angeles (city); sev- 
eral hundred in Beverly Hills and 
between 1,000 and 1,500 in unincor- 
porated spots in Los Angeles county, 
flegalized brew is flowing from more 
taps and being served by the bottle 
in several thousand more locations 
than was predicted when the sale of 
the amber was authorized. 

Only noticeable change in the local 
beer situation in the past week has 
been the boosting of prices by the 
Beverly Hills ‘drive-in’ sandwich 
stands, which are now demanding 
35¢ for two bottles of local beer, 
as compared with a 10c to 15c tariff 
in most.other spots. Stands in Bev- 
erly sell for outside consumption 
only, and the demands on them for 
beer is now so small that the higher 
tariff is necessary in order to offset 
the license charges. 

















Good Doorman Gone Wrong 


Oklahoma City, June 12. 

Wendell Johnson, arrested at 
Amarillo, Texas, June 2, charged 
with being an accessory in the kid- 
napping of Mary, daughter of City 
Manager H. F. McElroy, of Kansas 
City, is known here. 

He was a former ticket taker for 
the Isis theatre and had excellent 
reputation while there for 10 
months. 





Nudism Under the Elms 


Rutland, Vt., June 12. 

The Nudists have invaded’ 
Vermont. A colony is sched- 
uled to open three and a half 
miles outside this city early in 
the summer. 

Plans call for an equal num- 
ber of each sex to attend. Lo- 
eation is on a mountain stream. 
So far announcement of the 
project has not resulted in any 
official action. 











Mecca Temple as Beer 
And Music Spot with 


Damrosch, Newest 


Of the various big beer spots 


mentioned for Broadway, what looks 
like one of the most likely pros- 
pects is Mecca Temple. Its large 
capacity, restaurant equipment and 
a tie-up with a name band figure 
in the set-up. 

Proposition is for Walter Dam- 
rosch to conduct a 200-piece orches- 
tra in the Shrine auditorium. Idea 
is for the band to operate the spot 
co-operatively, each man to put up 
$300 for a total of $60,000. 

Figured that with that b. r. the 
auditorium could be remodeled and 
decorated, with necessary equip- 
ment installed, leaving something 
over for promotion. Seats would 
be removed the floor already being 
level. However, there is = an- 
other place within the Mosque 
being considered, that being the hall 
beneath the street level, where 2,- 
000 persons can be seated at tables. 

Other Broadway spots mentioned 
for conversion into beer gardens 
remain as before, with no details 
closed. The dark Winter Garden 
was figured for a modern honky 
tonk, but the Shubert. are figuring 
on presenting a revue there early in 
the fall, show to be either a ‘Green- 
wich Village Folites’ or Billie 
Burke’s ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 


Jobless Theatre P.A. 
Works for Sky Pilot 


Houston, June 12. 


With sedate business enterprises 
adopting showmanship methods 
local theatre press agents dropped 
for the summer are turning to other 
fields with their ballyhoo. 

Jack McCullough, recently let out 
by the RKO publicity department, 
is in charge of publicity here for 
Raymond T. Richey, evangelist. 
Roland Douglas, dropped by RKO 
last week from the publicity man- 
ager’s post at the Majestic, is pub- 
licizing Morris Siegel, wrestling 
promoter. 














By Jack 


Right from the Ringside 
We worked our way down to the 
second row and saw what is com- 
monly termed the big fight. Schmel- 


ing and Baer had tough opposish 
from some of the boys in the au- 
dience who decided that it shouldn't 
be a private affair and so staged a 
few combats of their own. 

However Max finished up victori- 
ous and kept the flag in this coun- 
try. Two fellows behind me came 
to the show in tuxedos. Lee Shu- 
bert sat directly behind me and 
when the 10th round began to get 
everyone in an uproar, it was the 
first time in my life I ever heard 
Lee get excited. He yelled “Ooo.” 


Tm Telling You 


Osterman 








Smart Guy 
A guy at the fight asked the boy 
for King’s beer—in Ruppert’s ball 
park. 
Description 
A radio artist is always acting 
She never relaxes and is very af- 
fected, Asked Danny Winkler what 


was wrong with her and Danny 
answered: 

‘She’s the kind of dame that won't 
get out of bed until she hears her 


introduction music.’ 





Wall Street Wailing 
A pal of mine reports he has a 
stock so low it is now minus two. 
Now he would love to meet the guy 
who said, “Put it away and forget 
about it.’ 





Observation 
It’s said Buck of Buck and Bub- 
bles was teaching Louis K. Sidney's 
son how to play the piano. We can 
teach him the drums Lou and don’t 
forget we haven't played the State 
in a year. 





U. S. Beer a Smacko for Canadian 
Brew Only 12% More Alcoholic 


Hamilton, Ont., June 12. 


In the two months that 3.2 beer 
has been legal in the States Can- 
ada’s brewing and distilling indus- 
tries have taken a severe licking. 
Tourist trade has dropped off about 
30% with the legal beer blamed. 
Hotels, cafes and shops have also 
taken the rap. 

Canadian beer runs 4.4 per cent 
in alcoholic content. That one 
point doesn’t make sufficient differ- 
ence to warrant a trip across the 
border to this town, Fort Erie, To- 
ronto or Montreal, eastern Canadian 
cities which cashed in heavily on 
the tourist trade during the sum- 
mer months heretofore. 

With recent U. S. Government 
let-down on prescription liquor, On- 
tario Liquor Control Board has 
noticed a sharp decline on short- 


term liquor purchasing permits of 


the type issued to tourists. Hard 
liquor sales are off about 20%. 


Short Visits 


Tourist crossings at Niagara 
Falls and the Buffalo Peace Bridge 
are also down. In the past most 
tourists would come into Canada 
for a three or four-day visit. Auto 
permits are now mostly one day 
passing through permits, which 
mean that the average motorist is 
in and out of Canada within 24 
hours. 


Year’s Worst Art Adorns 
Par Writers’ Bldg. Walls 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Probably the worst exhibit of bad 
paintings ever assembled is sported 
on the walls of Henry Meyers’ of- 
fice in the Paramount writers’ 
building. The daubs, works of sun- 
dry scribblers on the lot, have been 
acclaimed by art critics as the top 
eyesores of 1933. 

Canvases, in oils, pastels, ink and 
pencil, are Communistic, cubistic 
and futuristic in execution. Works 
being exhibited were splashed by 
Claude Binyon, Edward Venturini, 
Joe Mankeiwicz, Frank Butler, 
Keene Thompson, Edward Kauf- 
man, Dimitri Tiomkin and Leslie 
Baine, as well as Meyers. 








Radio Recruits Coast 
Kids to Peddle Ducats 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Fearing that the National air 
races, scheduled here for July 1, 
2, 3 and 4 will be a flop, local pro- 
moters are calling in the kids to 
help them dispose of the advance 
tickets. This follows a previous 
attempt to give cut rate prices to 
those who would buy in advance, 

Local promoters will use the 
radio to line-up the kid salesmen, 
offering 10% commission to the 
youngsters, plus prizes, for those 
disposing of most tickets. Winner 
will be given an automobile and 
runner-up two trips to the Chicago 
Fair. 

Solicitation of the kids will go 
out from KFAC with that station 
set for a 5% split on all tickets 
sold by the youngsters. 





HUNT SUIT RETRIAL 
Worcester, June 12, 
Retrial of the $50,000 breach of 
promise suit which Mary Hunt of 
Auburn, N. Y., vaudeville, brought 
against John J. Remick, Milford, 
Mass., antique dealer, probably will 
come up in Superior court here next 
October. 
The suit was filed originally in 
October, 1926. It was tried in May, 
1928, but resulted in a mistrial when 
Remick collapsed on the stand. 


BIRTHS 








Ostermania 
Met two acts today that weren't 
going to Chicago...Johnnie Jen- 
nings, 47th street’s popular traffic 
cop says he has 52 weeks solid... 
Latest report...Jimmie Mattern 
lands near Irkutsk safely...Would | 
you call that mind over Mattern? | 
Aki YOU READING? } 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beldon, son, 
June 5, in Los Angeles. Father isa 
writer and mother is the former 
Beth Milton, stage actress 

Mr. and Mrs. Lisle Esler, son, 
June 7, Los Angeles Father is 
house manager at the Empire; 
mother cashier at the Alvarado, 
both L. A. nabe pic houses. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Green- 
field at the Michael Reese Hospital, 
Chicago June &, a daughter. As 
Molly Kruger, mother worked for 

the Chicago VAkIeTy 
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VARIETY 


East 





Arturo Toscanini cancels his trip 
to Bayreuth after all. No like Hit- 
ler. 





Mme. Schumann-Heink back in 
N. Y. after western trip. Tells re- 
porters she'll sing as long as she 


has any voice left. 





Equity now requires that chorus 
members be paid one-eighth for 
radio performances and half a 
week's salary for a motion picture. 
Regular ticket wins at election, with 
Paul Dulzell chairman executive 
committee. 





Newport Casino opens Sat. (17). 
Melville Burke will stage eight 
plays for the season. 





Philip Moeller, of the Theatre 
Guild, to work on the libretto of an 
opera for which Louis Gruemberg 
will do the music. Latter wrote the 
music for ‘Emperor Jones.’ 





Figured there's about 50 summer 
theatres this season, Only 15 years 
ago there were around 200 summer 
stcecks. 





Alma Gluck, prima donna, hurt 
in an auto accident in Conn. Re- 
covering at her home in New Hart- 
ford, 





Group Theatre working on five 
plays which they are rehearsing at 
Warrensburg, N. Y. They are ‘Pure 
in Heart,’ John H. Lawson; ‘Crisis,’ 
Sidney S. Kingsley; ‘Fortune 
Heights,’ John Dos Passos; ‘Gold 
Eagle Guy,’ Melvyn Levy; ‘Gallery 
Gods,’ Richard Duschinsky. Also 
tinkering with a new version of 
Hauptman’s ‘The Weavers.’ 





Thomas Mitchell wires Equity he 
had no interest in Alfred E. Aarons’ 
production of ‘$25 an Hour.’ Just 
the director, cut in on the profits. 
Equity has on file about $1,000 
worth of salary claims. 





Former Magistrate Jean Norris, 
who sued the authors and producers 
of ‘Four O'Clock’ because _ she 
thought it libeled her in its men- 
tion of a woman magistrate, drops 
her suit. All concerned denied that 
they had her in mind. 





Blanche Bow, of the Hollywood 
restaurant, being sued by Eddie 
O'Rourke for divorce. She says she 
could defend the suit, but what's 
the use? 





A. C. Blumenthal in contempt 
when he did not appear for jury 
duty in Westchester court. Excused 
when his attorney explained the 
notice was left at his Larchmont 
home—and he isn’t there any more. 





Peggy Wood is going to try out 
some plays in her summer home in 
Conn. No admission charge and 
profits from refreshments, if any, 
to some stage relief fund. Just a 
busman’s holiday. 





Eva Le Gallienne plans to take 
the Civic Repertory on tour next 
season with ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and 
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ Starts in 
Boston in Oct. 





Vice snoopers take another slap 
when Magistrate Van Amringe finds 
no obscenity in Vanguard Press’ 
‘Female.’ Says there’s a difference 
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ARLISS, Bette DAVIS 
in “THE WORKING MAN” 
Stage—Miiton Berle & Revue ;Others 
Fri.: M. Davies, ‘‘Peg 0’ My Heart’ 
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--On the Screen— 


STAN, AUREL °"'YE® HARDY 
in “The Devil’s Brother” 


BWAY On the Stage—Roscoe Ates, Notre 
ed Dame Glee Club, Spitalny 
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Wed. to Fri., June 14 to 16 
“OUT ALL NIGHT” 


Wed. to Fri., June 14 to 16 


“OUT ALL NIGHT” 
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between a dirty book and one about 
dirt. 

Residue of the estate of the late 
William Muldoon will go to his 
adopted daughter Margaret Farrell 
Muldoon. Small bequests to rela- 
tives total $28,000. 

Head of N. J. medical society 
urges radio listeners to join their 
physcians in a campaign against 
medical quacks on the air. 

Ruby Keeler may be starred with 
Al Jolson in the picture version of 
‘Wonderbar.’ Warner Bros. own the 
sereen rights. 





Fox takes over the Gaiety, N. Y., 
for roadshowing of ‘Pilgrimage’ 
early in July. 

Lambs club will try out unpro- 
duced plays at their clubhouse gam- 
bols instead of the variety skits gen- 
erally used. Hoped it will bring in 
new plays, which will mean jobs for 
actors, 

Drive-in theatre at Camden, N. J. 
openec last week. Has room for 
400 cars ond solves the parking 
problem of picture-goers. 








Ray Gallo, Cecil Mayberry and 
Oo. T. Crawford summoned to ap- 
pear in court Thursday (14) to an- 
swer charge of giving Sunday opera 
at the Hippodrome. Benefit per- 
formance, but pinch just the same. 


Sadie Posner, of the Bronx, 
phoned the police, Sunday, her girl 
friend was terribly burned. Head- 
quarters sent a fire call, a radio car 
and two ambulances to find it was 
sunburn, 


Ruth St. Dennis will tackle the 
speaking stage. Goes into Ogun- 
quit playhouse in Maine. Has had 
talking assignments before, though 
not generally known. 





‘Yoshe Kalb’ back from its tour 
and into the Prospect. theatre, 
Bronx, for a couple of weeks before 
calling it a season. 





No Saturday mat of ‘Best Sellers’ 
last week. House was closed to per- 
mit Ernest Truex to see his son 
graduate at Haverford, Pa. 





Even Hackensack, N. J., will have 
a summer theatre this year. Eric 
Kalkhurst and Alan Brock bossing. 





Jacqueline Doret, who won a 
Paris beauty contest, to Hollywood 
for a screen test at Metro. 





Leola Courtemanche, former 
showgirl, settles out of court her 
breach of promise suit against Theo 
dore Stegmaier, of Scranton. She 
claimed he took her to Stroudsburg, 
obtained a license and then chilled. 





Widow of Rigo, gypsy violinist 
who was brought into the limelight 
by Princess Chimay, ill and in want 
here. In the free ward of Presby- 
terian hospital. 


Felix Ferry, European impresario, 
over here picking up people for 
Monte Carlo. Wants to take back a 
line of 20 girls. 





Yuncan sisters in the financial 
bath. Voluntary bankruptcy with 
$400,000 liabilities and $22,00 assets. 





New press gag is to have half the 
Roxyettes drink three bottles of 
beer a day while the others stay 
dry. If the wets take on weight it’s 
supposed to prove that beer is fat- 
tening. 





Castle theatre, Long Beach, L. I., 
will open July 3 for a 10 weeks 
season under Edward N. Rugoff and 
Herman Becker. Cooling system 
being installed. 

Boston League of Nations offer- 
ing a prize for the best three 
stanzas >n international amity to be 
sung to the first 16 bars of Bee- 
thoven’s Ninth Symphony. Contest 
closes Sept. 1. 





State beer control body rules that 
clubs must have a charter and 
membership list '6 obtain a permit. 

Mever Rothstein and his wife, the 
former Etta Leblang, daughter of 
the late ticket cut-rater, in the 
courts. She wants a separation. 

Mildred Betts, 23, known on the 
stage as Jerie Rogers, and who had 
worked for two seasons in the 
chorus of the Ed Wynn_s show, 
jumped from a window on the 13th 
floor of the Hotel Lincoln. Notes 
left told she had employment in a 
store but had an unhappy love af- 
fair. 








Mary Lewis, operatic soprano,, 
waiting to go on the air at WMCA 
Wednesday night (7) was stricken 
with appendicitis. She finished her 
broadcast and was rushed to the 
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Harbor hospital, where surgeons 
were waiting, and the operation 
was immediately performed. Mend- 
ing nicely. 





Paul Specht appeals to State de- 
partment to permit American musi- 
cians a voice at the coming world 
economic conference. Says foreign 
treaties protect commodities only, 
and wants American artists helped. 





Both local ball parks get licenses 
to sell beer. In the Yankee stadium 
in time for the big fight. 


‘Permit’ men in projection local 
306, suing for admission as full 
members, held over from last week 
to yesterday (Mon.) in a Brooklyn 
court. Two are suing. If an award 
is gained, about 320 will demand 
membership. 





Georges Fontana, Moss and Fon- 
tana, drew a suspended sentence for 
parking overtime in W. 44th st. 





‘Not Tonite Baby’ will have half 
a dozen invitation performances at 
Daly’s before public opening. First 
will be Sat. afternoon (17). 





Katharine Cornell denies, by wire, 
that she has any connection with 
the National Theatregoers’ Assn. 





Police Commissioner Bolan tells 
the 42d St. Assn. he’ll clean up bur- 
lesque all over again. 





Reported that Dorothy Hall is re- 
married to Neal R. Andrews, from 
whom she was split last Sept. 





Repertory Playhouse Associates 
open a summer season at Putney, 
Vt., June 28. Will also do two plays 
at Brookfield, Mass., at the summer 
theatre there. 


Senate all stirred up at learning 
that Louis Howe, secty to Prez 
Roosevelt is to get $13,000 for 13 
radio broadcasts. Doesn’t know 
just what to do about it. 


Two Hindu palmists heading for 
the Chicago fair were sent to Ellis 
Island until the immigration officials 
could be satisfied they would leave 
the country at the end of the fair. 


Mary Hay back from Paris with- 
out the divorce from Davidd Bath 
she intended to obtain in Paris. 
Says she wants more time in which 
to think it over, but that doesn’t 
mean the divorce is off. She'll play 
in stock at Atlantic City and then 
go to California to visit her daugh- 
ters. 





George Abbott tinkering on ‘Man- 
hattan Melody’ for Lawrence Weber. 
Latter has the production and 
thinks the play can be pulmotored. 


‘An American Plan’ is being tested 
in Red Bank this week. If it looks 
all right it will be set for fall, prob- 
ably with Hugh O’Connell, 


Dr. H. V. Cagney, brother of the 
screen actor, tells Queens police he’s 
been robbed. Yeggs beat it before 
radio cars could arrive. 


Fire in a wastebasket in a mez- 
zanine rest room at the Strand the- 
atre extinguished by ushers Satur- 
day (10). 





Gambling in the Park avenue sec- 
tor responsible for a _ big police 
shake-up last week. Said to be on 
the edge of the biggest gambling 
sensation since the Rosenthal case. 


Vice-Pres. Garner turns down an 
offer of $52,000 for one five-minute 
broadcast a week. Unnamed com- 
pany reputed to have made offer in 
good faith. 





Coney Island showmen to com- 
bat plan to tax all employees of a 
‘common show.’ Take would be $10 
per. Held to include pitchmen, bally 
workers, shills and even the waiters 
where shows are given, free or 
otherwise. Should yield $50,000 in 
Coney alone. 





Walter Damrosch appeals_ for 
more funds for the Musicians’ 
Emergency Aid. Looking ahead to 
a hard winter. 





Delos Chappell acquires Ameri- 
can rights to ‘The Naked Lady,’ 
which opens in London June 22. 
Going over to see what he bought. 





Cherry and June Preisser to 
into either the Joe Cook show 
‘Greenwich Follies.’ 
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Police Commissioner Bolan threat- 
ens to broaden his drive on bur- 
lesque theatres to include ‘so-called 
decent theatres.’ Says he can pre- 
vent licensing even though courts 
may pass the show. 





Max Gordon announces he’s going 





to shoot the works next Oct. Will 
produce his entire output’ that 
month, Plays are ‘The Wild Harps 
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Playing, ‘Only With You,’ ‘Gowns 
by Roberta,’ a musical, and the road 
tour of ‘Design for Living.’ 


i 








Thorne Smith back from Holly- 
wood. Says the dislike is mutual. 
Has an idea for a new book and 
will work on that. 





Last Friday a girl reporter for 
the N. Y. ‘News’ fried two eggs on 
the steps of the public library. Just 
dropped them on the steps and they 
cooked, 





Players’ ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ to 
go to three mats and drop the Sat. 
nite show. 

Channing Pollock back fro 
rope with Mrs., the daughter and 
an idea for a book. Latter will be 
‘A Synthetic Gentleman’ and made 
into a play. 





Eu- 





Irving Caesar revising the book 
of ‘Shady Lady’ against the open- 
ing. Expected here about July 10. 





Coast 





Deportation warrant issued against 
John V. Farrow, writer, last Janu- 
ary has been canceled, according to 
a formal notice received in Los An- 
geles from the U. S. Department of 
Labor. Farrow was indicted by a 
Federal grand jury on charges of 
making false statements in an alien 
registration permit. He was placed 
on five years’ probation after deny- 
ing criminal intent. 





Settlement out of court closed the 
$1,500,000 suit filed in L. A. Superior 
Court by Marie Mannix against Fox 
Film Corp. Miss Mannix alleged in 
her complaint that the defendants 
used her submitted story to make 
the film ‘Delicious.’ 


Olive Beck filed a $250,000 suit in 
the Sacramento, Calif., Superior 
Court against Max Baer, prize- 
fighter, alleging in her complaint 
that the boxer broke his promise to 
marry her, causing her to undergo 
an operation, 





Announcement made of a dual air 
race between Hoot Gibson and Ken 
Maynard, actors, as an added event 
in the National Air Races to be held 
this summer in Los Angeles, 





Charles Chaplin accepted a com- 
promise claim of $7,297 against the 
L. A. Board of Supervisors for an 
assertedly exorbitant assessment on 
500 shares of stock which the actor 
held in the Charles Chaplin Film 
Corp. Chaplin paid $14,594 in taxes 
o: the stock and later went to court 
and demanded a refund of $11,280, 
alleging in his complaint that the 
stock was not worth the value of 
the assessment. 





Motion pictures of the Grand Can- 
yon of Arizona and of Arizona In- 
dians will be made and shipped to 
Germany to gratify a wish of Presi- 
dent Von Hindenburg of that coun- 
try. 





Antonio Robert is in Hollywood 
making a survey of the motion pic- 
ture studios for the Spanish govern- 
ment, 





Robert Chung sentenced to life 
imprisonment following his convic- 
tion of the murder of Yuck Ming 
Ung, Chinese actor, in L. A. 





Marion Shelton, actress, filed suit 
for $50,420 damages against Edna 
Schinnerer and others. Alleges in- 
juries received when defendant’s 
auto collided with one in which she 
was riding caused her to lose stage 
and film work. 

Mae Murray, actress, has 
suit for divorce against 
M’divani, charging cruelty. 

Jean Gersten, show girl, released 
on bail pending her trial in L. A. 
Superior court on charges of bur- 
glary and grand theft, growing out 
of her asserted stealing of jewelry, 
valued at $1,200, from the apartment 
of Dolores Rey, film extra. 

a 

Federal prohi agents arrested two 
men and confiscated a quantity of 
liquors following their raid on the 
Apache club, Hollywood nite spot. 





filed 
Prince 





Bebe Daniels Corp., in which the 
actress and her mother are prin- 
cipal stockholders, filed a certificate 
of dissolution in Sacramento. Com- 
pany was formed several years ago 
to handle realty transactions. , 
J. Walter Doyle, newspaperman,. 
sailed from Los Angeles for Hawaii, 
where he will be Collector of Cus- 
toms. Previous to his recent re- 
turn to the States, he was a police 
and marine reporter on the Hon- 
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Mrs. Leona Ahia, 22, white wife 
of a Hawaiian musician at the Con. 
gress hotel, Chicago, reported bee 
ing forced by an armed bandit t@ 
drive from the loop to Winnetka, 1§ 


miles north. There, she says, she 
was attacked. 





Seven masked bandits held up the 
Irving Tavern, Chicago, for $200, 





Dencers were forced to line up 
against the wall. 
Lester ‘Curly’ Elliott, nite club 


proprietor, was locked up after a 
fight with Chicago traffic policemen, 
Later several Yellow cab driverg 
said he was the man who earlier 
the same day fired a shot at a cab, 
Charges of driving while intoxi- 
cated were preferred against Elliott 
and his girl companion. 





Jess Williams, invalid proprietor 
of the Club Chisca, colored resort, 
went to the Bridewell in Chicago. 
Police said his place was a den of 
corruption for adolescents. 





One of the Chicago dailies re. 
ported that Al Capone, indirectly 
through Jimmy Mondi of Cicero, 
was in on the gambling concession 
in ‘Days of '49’ at the World's Fair, 





Chicago police sought Harold 
Burger, aged 14. Harold vamoosed 
and took $1,000 in cash belonging to 
his uncle, Charley Agnew, the band 
leader, 





Detroit reported the formation 
there of a National Negro Syme 
phony orchestra of 70 musicians. 





Lyette Teppaz, 29, who came from 
France to participate in the World's 
Fair beauty queen contest, died in 
Henrotin hospital, Chicago. Acute 
perotinitis following colitis caused 
the girl’s death, 





MARRIAGES 


Ella Rice Hughes, socially prom- 
inent, former wife of Howard 
Hughes, the producer, was married 
to James Ovington Winston, Jr., 
New York business man, in Hous- 
ton, Tex., June 8. The wedding, a 
quiet affair, took place at the home 
of the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs, 
David Rice. A sister of the bride, 
Mrs. W. S. Farish, wife of the newly 
elected chairman of Standard Oil 
of New Jersey, was present. The 
former Mrs. Howard Hughes re- 
ceived a million dollars in alimony 
when she divorced the youthful 
‘playboy of the movies’ four years 
ago. He is a former Houstonian. 


Bernice Allen Sprague to Lester 
Clark, at Pasadena, Cal., June 7. 
Bridegroom is manager of the F-WC 
Pasadena. Bride is a non-pro. 


Betty Louise Baker, actress, to 
Joseph Augustus McDonough in Los 
Angeles, June 7. Groom is assistant 
director for Universal studios. 


Herman Middleman, vaude and 
band pianist, and Cele Heller, singer 
and a sister of Little Jackie Heller, 
Ben Bernie’s protege were married 
in Pittsburgh, Sunday (11). Middle- 
man was formerly union’s orchestra 
contractor at the Enright and then 
the Stanley and was in vaude for 
a time as accompanist for a femme 
single. Lately he has been doing 
local dance work. Mrs. Middleman 
is a former nite club songstress. 


Anna Marie McKenney to Eddie 
Foy, Jr., in New York, June 8&. 
Bride is in the chorus of ‘Take @ 
Chance’ in which Barbara New- 
berry, the comedian’s former wife, 
is star. 

Nathan Feist, son of Leo Feist, 
music publisher, and Beatrice Fried- 
Hotel 


man, non-professional, at 
D’Orsay, New York, June 7. For- 
merly in the music field, Feist is 


now in advertising. 

Ellen Peters to Jere O’Connor in 
the Riverside (Calif.) Mission, June 
3. Bridegroom is KFWB, Hollywood, 
sports announcer. 

Lois Perry, actress, to [I’ranklin 
Glander, Jr., in Yuma, Ariz., June 5. 
W. E. Callaway, district manager 
for RKO at Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. 
Virginia Wilkes, of Marietta, Okla 


Jeane Sorel to Albert J. Cohen +t 
Santa Ana, Calif, June 5. Bride 14 
an actress and groom is story edi- 
tor of Universal studio. 

Alice Jans to Dean Spencer in 
secret ceremony at Ventura, Calif. 
April 11. Bride is in stock at War- 
ners studio. Spencer is a sound re- 
corder and stunt flier. 


Catherine Littlefield to Philip LU 
Leidy, Philadelphia, June 8. Bride 
is in the ballet of the Philadelphia 
opera. Bridegroom was divorced 
from his second wife only three 








olulu ‘Star-Bulletin.’ 


days before the third ceremony. 
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Broadway 


Polly Moran all tangled up in 
yadio auditions. 

Billy Reed and Louise Mele team- 
ing up in a new two-act. 

On that trip to Buffalo Boris Mor- 
ros used a plane both ways. 

That fancy shoe repair shop next 
to Loew State entrance, out. 

George Wellbaum one of the early 
birds at the Chicago Fair, back. 

Amike Vogel new chairman of the 
round table on the M. P. ‘Herald.’ 

Les Kaufman and the missus 
went to St. Louis for a little vaca- 
tion. 

Boyer’s drug store, after many 
years in Times Sq., has taken the 
crepe. 


Class speaks staging special 
‘openings’ in honor of new cooling 
systems. 


Dan Healy fanning with Jimmy 
Gillespie recalls his Messenger Boy 
trio days. 

Gals in pants and Dietrich get-up 
en Fifth avenue. Idea is to be cool, 
but they look hot. 

Herman J. Mankewicz in on a 
quick Broadway o.0., back over the 
week-end to Hollywood. 


‘Columbia Pix took over the ninth 
floor along with the 10th and Iith 
of its present h.o. address, 


Cupid Jeff Brophy cooling off in 
Loew's State inside lobby, sure one 
real spot for heavyweights. 

‘Herb Marple and Grant Ege, 
Frisco and K. C. music pub-jobbers, 
in for the fisticuffs last Thurs. 


“Sam Katz and his flock moved 
their offices to the Amalgamated 
Broadcasting (Wynn) building. 
“Bank President,’ Lou Goldberg’s 
eecond great American novel, will 
be published by Macauley July 14. 
Best way to save your life in a 
taxi is to tell the driver to take it 
easy. No take, no tip. It works. 


. Harry Sherman has a private of- 
fice in the new 306 operators’ quar- 
ters that knocks the eyes right out. 

The Al Trahans, newlyweds, 
tossed a reception at the Morrison 
mansion in Bayside over the week- 
end. 

Jim Tully 
after the fight, 
Sharkey and Carnera joust, 
June 29. 

Eurega Eloy David and Lillian 
Okun working on a play. Now in 
the second act. Miss David is in the 
RKO office. 

Johnny Jarvis and Patrick 
Whalen (the burnt toast of Broad- 
way), now holding forth at the Sil- 
houette club. 

Delmonico’s and Pierre hotels on 
Park avenue getting a play from the 
Broadwayites because of the deals 
one can make. 

One of the Broadway columnists 
now in New York is_ reported 
about to receive a writing offer 
from Hollywood. 

That 96-foot yacht makes him 
Commodore Franklin now. Two 
more feet from stem to stern and 
he’d be an admiral. 

Over the summer Harry Lenet- 
eka's office is from his Central Park 
West home. Has the Hollywood bug 
and may scram west. 

Dot Hall, prior to her remarriage 
to Neal Andrews last week, did a 
hideaway in Westchester following 
her return from London. 

Tappe, modiste, known in show 
biz,.in voluntary bankruptcy; $33,- 
000 debts, $7,000 assets, of which 
$4,600 are accounts receivable. 

More femme cigaret smoking 
strollers than ever before east and 
west of Fifth avenue. With the new 
Pants habit girls will be boys. 

John Fogarty and Leo Fitzgerald 
also picked Baer by a kayo. Hard 
to get the wise guys to lay that 
six to one he wouldn't, though. 

' Dr. Joe Lee bought himself a car 
and chauffeur last week, and the first 
day he had it he forget he had a 
wagon and went home in a taxi. 

.Wilda Bennett living on the Jer- 
sey coast is acting as commnssion- 
aire for the deluxe crowd down 
there at several New York shops. 

Sutton place cliff-dwellers now 
have their blinds down because of 
the new penthouse fad on the East 
River front of ogling through epy- 
glasses. 

Ned Wayburn will have a double 

commencement at his studio June 
1M. Matinee by the children in the 
afternoon and in the evening adult 
Pupils in action. 
While Ruby Keeler was in town 
she couldn't make up her mind 
which gave her the biggest thrill— 
that 89 she shot at Hillcrest, her 
Picture success, or Baer’s victory. 

A novelty among p.a’s is Irving 

rouse, who protects his integrity 
with a form footnote that the ‘in- 
formation contained in this release, 
although not guaranteed, is taken 
abe” sources which I believe desir- 


scrammed west right 
passing up the 
due 


Beer license ruling commencing 
June 1 k.o.’d a flock of across-the- 
Counter beer spots in the Square, 
including those grape juice stands 
which were selling 3.2 port wine for 
ae. They're back to 5c grape 


8 Clift Bragdon, ex-vaudevillian, 
— his daughter, June Carr, are 
POnsors of the reopened Coffee 


Chit" in the Mayfair theatre base- 
hent\whieh he formerly tried about 


This time it’s as 


three years ago. 
a beer garden. 

Broadway mob, which has never 
caught the Fay-Stanwyck fav Brown 
Derby act of Barabara lighting 
Frank’s cigaret, are getting a load 
of the many little attentions she’s 
giving her spouse backstage and 
when dining out. 

Surefire laffs at the Strand for 
the Broadway bunch are the flashes 
of Leonard Goldstein's kisser as one 
of the Hebe ‘Kentuck Hillbillies,’ 
and Louis Schurr’s billing as ‘sec- 
retary’ of the Hopkins productions 
in the ‘Gold Diggers’ film. 

Hotel Chatham's sidewalk cafe on 
the private end or Vanderbilt avenue 
and a sidewalk eatery on West 5ist 
opposite the Radio City Music Hal) 
stage entrance are getting a play 
from the diners-in-the-open. Gert- 
ner’s on 7th avenue at 48th also 
upped the gross. 

That class prima donna didn't 
care how many musicians and 
studio execs were around when the 
comedian on the same radio pro- 
gram got fresh at a rehearsal one 
night last week. She brought one 
up from the floor and it landed 
right on the comic’s kisser. 

Johnny Hyde got to his office at 
9:30 the other day, cleaned up all 
his New York business by noon, 
hopped a 1 o’clock plane for Cleve- 
land, closing his deal there in time 
to catch a return plane. He ar- 
rived at his home on Long Island 
in time to hit the hay before mid- 
night. In the old days it used to 
take an agent longer to catch an act 
in Trenton, N. J. 


Loop 


Barney Balaban gone to N. Y. 

Adolph Zukor visited the B&K of- 
fices Thursday. 

Film row’s second golf tournament 
at Olympian Fields. 

Palace pushes its 55-cent price 
Sundays from 2 to 5 p.m. 

Renee Howard in on Jantzen 
Beach publicity at World’s Fair. 

Aaron Trinz and son Bill here 
from California for past two weeks. 

Doc Finney and Cash Miller man- 
aging the Ripley Odditorium on the 
Midway. 

Eddie Sheasby has the orchestra 
for the Victor Vienna Garden Cafe 
at the Fair. 

Scotty Rich opening Lake Ben- 
wick Palace, Plainfield, IL, with 
Dan Russo band. 

Gus Kahn menage, including ser- 
vants, departed to take up their resi- 
dence in Hollywood. 

Mort Singer, the Iowa corn king, 
went to New York to see Max Baer 
muss up Schmeling. 

‘Sport’ Herrmann diverted 400 
Masonic ticket-buyers to the Cort 
for ‘Family Upstairs.’ 

Orpheum, Champagne, closed for 
lack of refrigeration, but Virginia 
sticks through summer. 

Joe Santley and Earl Hayden will 
help make the summer More agree- 
able for Willie Horowitz. 

Norman Field after two months at 
home with a heart attack reap- 
peared in the Woods Bidg. 

Burton Holmes acted as host and 
question-answerer for a mob of kids 
that went through the expo. 

Howard Willett pent-house ter- 
race was the setting for a Jack and 
Jill Players (kids) production. 

Harry Reutlinger was an art stu- 
dent every few minutes while visit- 
ing ‘Streets of Paris’ at the Expo. 

Roanoke (Va.) ‘World-News’ sent 
a 13-year-old reporter, Charley 
Schneer, to cover the World’s Fair. 

Jan Garber follows Bernie Cum- 

mings July 3 at the Trianon ball- 
room while latter goes barnstorm- 
ing. 
Jimmy W. Dunn chewed up by a 
police dog when making a“ social 
eall on the beast’s owner, another 
actor. 

Jerome Mann's imitations topped 
the first ‘theatrical nite’ in the re- 
vival of that occasion by Ben 
Bernie. 

Harry Puck and the missus are 
big picnic organizers. Took Gail 
Borden one week, Claudia Cassidy 
another. 

Balaban & Katz employes won- 
dering about vacation and whether 








with or without pay. Last year 
without. : 
Harry Minturn and Mort Levin 


operating the Studebaker which has 
been without a tenant since Febru- 
ary, 1932. 

Harry Munns and Frank Dare 
back from a dues-collecting trip for 
Equity to the St. Louis outdoor 
operetta company. 

"Charlee Blake, Hearst newspaper - 
man, handling ‘Hats Off,’ at Stude- 
baker, boost in the dialog for the 
‘Evening American.’ . 

Ben Serkowich was aboard the 
Manhattan-bound airplane wherein 
Nate Blumberg took his aeronauti- 
cal baptism last week — 

Treasurers’ Union plastering 70 p 
and Illinois Central trains —_ 
handbills in their strike agains 
Washington Park racetra¢ k i 

Swift and Co. conducting 4 gratul- 





ous Cook’s Tour fox out-of-town em- 


ployes that want to make reserva- 
tions, etc., to see World's Fair. 

Phil Howard and Phil Fleming. 
dressed as apaches, entertain the 
crowds at Harry’s bar in the 
‘Streets of Paris’ with sentimental 
ballads. 

Banker Bernard Forman paused 
several days before resuming his 
westward trek to look over the Hol- 
lywood studios for his Wal) Street 
principals. 





Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Ambassador Strauss given royal 
welcome. 

George Arliss vacationing here at 
the Brighton. 

James R. Grainger has moved 
into a suite at the George V. 

Mrs. Hal Roach, Hal, Jr., 
Margaret motoring in Germany. 

Kathleen Key lunching with Ra- 
mon Novarro and Frank Hanson. 

Charley Chase off to Berlin, re- 
turning to Paris later via Hollav... 

Serge Lifar has canceled his con- 
tract for an American dance recital 
tour. 

Georgia Graves, American dancer, 
out of the Follies Bergere due to 
illness. 

Chaliapin starting his season of 
Russian opera at the Chatelet 
June 7. 

Jack Buchannan vacationing at 
Juan-les-Pins expected here end 
of month. 

E. J. Ludvigh, former chief coun- 
sellor for Paramount, has departed 
for America. 

Yehudi Menuhin, violin prodigy, 
is proudly tearing around town in 
his new Delage. 

The first streak of gray appears 
in Ronald Colman’s moustache, but 
he refuses to dye it. 

Pierre Wolff now finishing the last 
act of. a ‘Comedy of Love,’ sched- 
uled for next season, 

Subdued by kidding publicity in 
the French press, Marlene Dietrich 
has returned to skirts. 

Gine Narcy in Russian songs now 
being featured at the new Chauve 
Souris nite-boite in Montmartre. 

Maurice Tourneur is directing 
‘Lidoire,’ a comedy by Courteline, 
with Fernadel in the leading role. 

Jane Aubert grieving over the 
loss of eight of her 23 dogs during 
the two years she was in America. 

The French have now fallen for 
the grapejuice and tomato cocktails 
demanded by many visiting tourists. 

United Artists fixing up a swanky 
new office for the return of Arthur 
Kelly, who comes back this month. 

Fox has received word Winnie 
Sheehan is planning a lengthy trip 
abroad this summer with Paris as 
headquarters. 

‘Back Street’ beginning its sev- 
enth month holds record of longest 
Paris run of any American film 
here this year. 

Mile. Suzanne Pehelly, having re- 
covered from automobile accident, 
has returned to the cast of ‘Oh 
Papa’ at the Neauveautes. 

In future the Anglo-American 
Press Association will hold its 
weekly luncheons at the Hotel] Mira- 
beau instead of Drouant’s. 

Drama committee of American 
Women’s Club presenting ‘On Ap- 
proval’ June 7 and 8, fifth and last 
production for this season. 


and 





Paul Mesnier, author of BGK’s 
‘Je Suis un Juif,’ daily at the Bibli- 
otheque Nationale hunting up the 
history of Judaism for film. 

Juan Amalio with his tango and 
rumba band has deserted Melody’s 
Bar to open at Scheveningen short- 
ly at the Kursaal concerts there. 

Jacqueline Weiss elected winner 
of the Blonde Beauty Contest at the 
Ambassadeurs, is en route for 
Hollywood to be the guest of Jean 
Harlow. 

Last scenario written by the late 
Pol Rab in coNaboration with Noel- 
Noel will go into production at 
Eclair next week with Noel-Noel 
starring. 

A campaign to bring back the 
vogue for earrings is being launched 
by Worth, where all mannikins now 
wear gold or silver metal clips on 
their ears. 

Elsa Lucas, daughter of Ameri- 
can critic and composer, Clarence 
Lucas, gave a program of her 
father’s compositions at her first 
Paris piano recital. 

Marcel Achard, Alfred Savoir, 
Keurt Weil, Serge Raffalooitch and 
Florent Fels attending cocktail 
party given by Pierre Lazareff in 
honor of Tilly Losch. 

Jack Payne laid a wreath of Fng- 
lish roses sent from London on the 
tomb of The Unknown Soldier, un- 
der the Arc de Triomphe, as a 
Memorial Day tribute. 

Georges Melchior has sufficiently 
recovered from his recent appendi- 
citis operation to play an important 
role in ‘The Grand Bluff,’ directed 
by Maurice Champroux for GFFA. 

Special music symbolical of ma-~ 
chinery and a series of working- 
men’s hymns composed by Rene 
Tabla for Elan Film’s ‘la Voix du 
Metal now in production at Eclair 





studios. 





London 


Thelma Todd on vegetable diet. 
Mrs. John Southern critically ill. 
Francis Mangan in town from 
Paris. 

Harry Foster framing another all- 
colored show. 

Marie Tempest freely admits to 
69th birthday. 
Chic Endor 
George Foster. 
Polly Luce now minus trace of 
any American accent. 

Jeffrey Bernard claiming Victor 
McLaglen as his bodyguard. 

Bettina Hall due here for short va- 
cation, not interested in work. 

Jane Carr, cafe discovery, open- 
ing at the ritzy Embassy club. 
Lucienne Boyer asking $1,200 for 
London vaude; no one interested. 
Albert Sandler’s marital troubles 
to be aired in the courts shortly. 
Polly Walker cancelling her New 
York sailing to play Ciro’s Club. 
Oscar Hammerstein starts audi- 
tions for the new Drury Lane show. 
Diana Wynyard to play in Colum- 
bia’s first pictures to be made here. 
Henschel Henlere threatening to 
sue Victor Sheridan for week’s sal- 
ary. 

Edward Laurillard has rights to 
Beatrice Mayer’s ‘The Little Earth- 
quack.’ 

E. Lumley closing the Pavilion, 
Glasgow, Many years rendezvous for 
American. acts. 

Arthur Christiansen, assistant ed- 
itor ‘Daily Express,’ latest Lord 
Beaverbrook favorite. 

Nan Blackstone departing without 
saying good-bye to the income tax 
collector, who is annoyed. 

Catherine Carrington doing a 
walk-out on Hippodrome show dur- 
ing rehearsals; not satisfied with her 
part. 

Charlotte Greenwood sore with 
J. B. Noel for insisting on matinee 
performance of Drury Lane on 
Derby day. 

Grafton Galleries, for many years 
a well-known London night spot, 
put up for auction, but withdrawn, 
there being no bid. 

Frank Benson, formerly vaude- 
ville team Frank and Maggie Ben- 
son, making money as representa- 
tive of the Irish Sweep. 


Berlin 


By Heinrich Fraenkel 





still at law with 








Gitta Alpar off to Copenhagen to 
play ‘Dubarry.’ 

Rudolf Forster recovering from 
appendicitis operation. 

Clayton Sheehan expected. This 
is his second trip to Berlin this 
year. 

Schumann theatre, Frankfurt, 
dark. One of the biggest houses in 
the country. 

Ufa preparing a picture dealing 
with the Scagerak battle. German 
navy assisting. 

Liane Haid and Iwan Prtovicz on 
@ personal appearance tour in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Charley Klein sold a story to 
Terra and got a megging assign- 
ment for two picturea, 

George R. Canty looking forward 
to a vacation; he'll sail home for a 
few weeks, before he returns. 

H. Kahn, Fox manager, leaving 
this week. P. N. Brinck, his suc- 
cessor, settling to his new job. 

A. Dowling in town for more than 
a week, settling with Tobis for 
‘King Kong’ and other releases. 
The Metropol theatre has a new 
boss, Dr. Ernst Dernburg. He starts 
with a musical comedy, Erika Koer- 
ner in the lead. 

Aafa starting a schedule of eight 
pictures, including ‘Hanneles Him- 
melfahrt,’ based on Gerhart Haupt- 
mann’s famous play. 

Victor Skudetzki off to Mallorca, 
to open a cafe on that island, once 
a desolate spot, but now swarming 
with refugees from Germany. 

Jules Marx, formerly boss of the 
Berlin Seala, moving to Paris and 
opening a booking agency, with 
Clifford Fischer as his partner. 
Many burned about Marlene’s evi- 
dent intention to give Berlin the go- 


by. Marlene says she won't be 
bothered. After all, it’s her vaca- 
tion. 


Little film house in the outskirts 
of Berlin seating audience on both 
sides of screen and charging half 
price for those who are sitting on 
the wrong side. 

Dagmar Wolfski shifting to Paris. 
She had been chief of Universal's 
3erlin reading department for many 
years and just moved to the Paris 
office in the same capacity. 

Pau! Kohner hopping to Vienna 
at a moment’s notice, and in the 
face of strong competition hiring 
Jan Kiepura for Universal City. To 
sell the idea to Uncle Carl, Kohner 
spent 1t minutes on the transat- 
lantic phone. 

Willy Forst changing grease paint 
for a megaphone. This has been his 
ambition for years. Aector’s first 
megging effort is a Schubert pic- 
ture, produeed in Paris and with 
Martha Ebberth, Luise Ulrich and 
Hane Jaray ip the leads. 





Hollywood 


Lynn Farnol’s Hitler haircut. 
Bill Quinn hitting toward New 
Yo-k. 

Audrey Kearns now secretary to 
G. P. Sully. 

tus Metzger spending a few days 
in Portland. 

Alfred Newman’s office being re- 
decorated in white. 

Bob Broden, N. Y. theatrical law- 
yer, here for a visit. 

Roy D’Arcy trying to sell his voice 
to local radio stations. 

Dorothy Lewis and her sister, 
Blanche, are going places. 

John Zanft and Winnie Sheehan 
had lunch together last week. 

Pat West working so regularly he 
can’t find time to play benefits. 
Evening roller skating on the 
boulevards now quite the thing. 
William M. (Bill) Roddy has 
opened a beer establishment in Hol- 
lywood. 

George Somnes has been handed 
a one-year directing contract by 
Paramount. 

‘Tickets for Two,’ title of first 
Laurel and Hardy comedy of the 
new season. 

Jack Gain of Fox taking his two- 
week vacation in the northern part 
of the state. 

Harry Lustig recuperating at 
Palm Springs after a severe bron- 
chitis attack. 

Ken Maynard back after fiying 
his family to and from the World’s 
Fair in his plane. 

Lynn L. Edwards is on his way 
east by auto to make a N. Y. trailer 
company connection. 

Frank Stever skippering a fishing 
boat between Manhattan Beach and 
Mexico for the summer. 

Picture mob giving the Cocoanut 
Grove a big play with the return of 
Abe Lyman and his band. 

Picture crowd are pulling the 4 
Sunday afternoon cocktail parties, 
Everyone takes their turn. 

Fox-WC suburban houses are bill- 
ing Baby LeRoy ahead of Maurice 
Chevalier on ‘Bedtime Story.’ 

Milton Kibbee has been spotted 
for a part alongside brother Guy in 
Columbia’s ‘Lady for a Day.’ 

James Hanley has motored back 
to New York with his family. He 
may rejoin Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Robert Barrat draws a termer at 
Warners, following his work in 
‘Lilly Turner’ and ‘Heroes for Sale.’ 

Katharine Hepburn and Irene 
Dunne returned to the Radio lot 
over the week end after N. Y. visits. 

Harry Warren and Al Dubin are 
still wondering why two couches 
were put in their office at United 
Artists. 

In the absence of Mary Pickford, 
Countess di Frasso is functioning 
as the social guide for the ‘Pickfair’ 
following. 

Sid Hyams, English exhibitor, is 
over from London to give the film 
lost a friendly inspection, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Hyams. 

Barney Hyman, who operated the 
Club New Yorker here, to Chicago 
where he hopes to open a nite spot. 
New Yorker went into receivership, 
and closed. 

Wolfie Gilbert says he received a 
wire from Radio City requesting 
permission for Ferde Grofe to make 
a ‘tune poem’ out of ‘Waiting for 
the Robert E. Lee.’ 

Richard Dix, the missus and baby 
are at Dix’s hideaway ranch, the 
}most remote retreat of picture stars, 
for a two-weeks’ holiday before he 
starts ‘Bird of Prey’ for RKO. 

Previous story in Vartery stated a 
film company was utilizing the 
wrecking of the Breakers hotel, 
Long Beach, for scenes. The Break- 
ers, undamaged by the recent quake, 
is not being turn down, is open, and 
stayed open throughout the late 
shiver. The Virginia hotel is the 
one being dismantled. 


The Hague 


Johan de Meester has organized 
a new drama stock. 

‘King Kong’ strong at Apolle 
cinema in third week. 

First heat-wave of the season, but 
did not last longer than a week. 
Charley Chase here on short visit; 
has to be back in Hollywood June 15. 
‘Dietse Spelers,’ Dutch legit com- 
pany led by Verkade en van der 
Veer, off to Dutch West Indies. 

In Circus Carre, Amsterdam big 
vaudeville show with wrestling 
thrown in as well, top seats only 
50 cents. 

With Jack Payne’s tour here, dis- 
tributor of United Artists released 
‘Bay It With Music’, featuring him 
and his band. 

Odeon Cinema, The Hague, re- 
viving “The Big Parade” As a 
silent it enjoyed great success here, 
but pacifists have big voice now. 
Fritz Hirsch company getting 
ready to go to Paris. The Berlin 
experiment in the Schiller Theatre 
was a flop. Cost Hirsch and Helm 
a fortune. Both are Jews. 

Captain Sears, who pinched Ger- 
man swastika wreath laid down by 
Hitler’s envoy to England, crossed 
over to Holland for a lecture. Full 
house gave him warm reception. 

A. V. R. O. Broadcaster, starting 
as a novelty, mysterious radio-plays 
by van ‘’t Veer, Dutch journalist. 
Film fans have to guess who is the 
villain. Who guesses right, gets a 
prize. 
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CHRIS 0. BROWN 


Chris O. Brown, 57 years old, for 
years in charge of the New York 
office of Sullivan & Considine, 
where he booked the circuit, and 
later with the Shuberts as theatre 
manager, died at his Los Angeles 








never gets to the screen unchanged. 
He did a little work for the old 
Lubin company and then dropped 
from sight. Few of his theatrical 
friends saw much of him after that 
but it was the impression that he 
was supporting himself. with his 





better known in the ring days of 
his career back in 1914 as ‘fighting 
carpenter,’ died at his home Du- 
buque, Ia., from a heart attack, 





FRED GLEASON 





with Jesse L. Lasky films in 1911. 
He went with Douglas Fairbanks 
as business manager and later was 
general manager of the Marshall 
Neilan productions for five years. 
He has been at Metro for the past 
eight years as assistant to M. E. 








" Like a Champ 
UARY 





(Continued from page 51) 


some money and quit the racket. 
Training is hard work for him, but 
that he can get in condition is at- 
tested by his form of Thursday. 
Betting at rigside was 13 to 5, fa- 
voring Schmeling. That Baer would 
kayo the German brought long 
quoted odds, but the books refused 
to lay the price. Most of the Baer 
money came from out of town and 




















Syracuse, June 12. 
Nathan L. Robbins, former lessee 
of the Ritz, Temple and Eckel the- 
atres here, could not be located by 
a process server at the former 
house, his last local venture, when 
he went there to serve papers in a 














Vaude House Reviews 











Downtown, L. A. 
(Continued from page 42) 


or pic houses. Miss Wilkins, with 
male partner, does nifty ballroom 
stepping, after which the male does 
all sorts of legomaniacal gyrations 
along the lines that Maurice Dia- 
mond was noted for some years 
ago. Then Miss Wilkins returns 
with a Spanish hip shaking offering 





Brooklyn, June 10. 


If radio means box office, then the 
Metropolitan this week should do 
better than average. Of the six acts 
on the show, three are from the 
ether waves, Edwin C. Hill (New 
Acts), Street Singer (Arthur Tracy) 
and Stoopnagle and Bud. 


Saturday afternoon was showing a 
pretty good business. 

House is comfortably cooled, but 
that trailer about the cooling sys- 
tem is probably the poorest written 
any major chain ever projected. 
And, to make it worse, trailers are 
laid on heavy over here. Char. 


Holborn Empire, London 


comedy couple, particularly Arthur 
Lucan as an old hag match-seller, 
Act has been a long time getting 
a break, but it has arrived. Scott 
Sanders scores mostly with the old 
standby, ‘The Oldtime Actor.’ 

Trio Andree, billed as continental 
dancers, are really three locals, two 
men and a woman, with a good 




















= Fred Gleason, 79, veteran stage : adequate. The 
pies Seen’ i) Eee ee anes player died in St. Luke’s hospital, | t the last minute. that, proved most oe oo alge ag Crip 
years ago New York, June 9. He had played statuesque blonde, next trots forth Roy Fox and band head the bill to st 
, ‘ with Jane Cowl, Marjorie Rambeau,| Baer entered the ring with the) Vit) acrobatic contortion work, the| this week, with band leader on a sign 
He is survived by his wife, known George Arliss and others and had Jewish double star on his trunks, edge of which might have been straight ‘salary, prefiering to knew the 
on stage as Julia Gifford, and two! 4,.4 considerable screen work. That was part of the bally. He| taken off a bit by the previous act. d énte 
Saugmters. His last appearance was in the |later stated one of his parents is 4/ But the girl managed to show some at the beginning of the week what con¢ 
Nee : , . > |Jew. springs and splits that really en-| he is setting rather than take a whe 
Guild production of ‘Good Earth. ; . chance with current climatic con- 
JAC TUCKER POSTS He looked at his puffed nose in|thused the mob out front. Finale ditions, which are against show fairs 
dressing-room mirror and said: | 48 & smart rhumba by Miss Wil- ’ : : Wir 
Jac Tucker, of the vaudeville ERNEST BRU the ressing kins and the male to good out-| business. Opening night house was 
team of Williams and Tucker, died Ernst Bru, 47, was instantly killed They thought I was & Hebe and| ont returns. — 80% capacity. a8 eoke tke fore 
at Long Meadow, R. I. June 8.| June 5 when he lost his balance and | ®0W / look like one. Next to closing spot had the ae eit Se week's trade on we 
Tucker with his wife, Eva Williams, | fell from a sixth story window in Stroud Twins. Boys feel that talk aes eteiin ‘eile: Geta Sam P ' pers 
came into vaudeville from the com- | his office at 729 5th avenue. His body There were only four sports writ- | now is their forte. However, if such OR Anaad ed enti a i ta ooen 
bination field with a sketch ‘Skin- | struck the spikes steel railing which | ers who picked Baer in print—Hype should be the case, they might Pe aie Gun ae net being ready yet nav 
ny’s Finish, written by himself.| guards the entrance to the subway | Igoe of the New York ‘Journal,’ Ed ao Fw gyno Pip for vaudeville, which was a good Just 
| Their success was immediate and|on the north side of the building, | Neal of the Associated Press, Mark} ~ 0° Phone. Baw even discarded years | idea, as his is one of the biggest oT 
1% Kelley of the Los Angeles ‘Exam- ago by the Rice Brothers as ante- | ™@mes on the air and he cannot not 
a iner,’ and Jim Tully, who wrote a dating the first James Madison afford to take chances on ‘per- Pie 
Li story at ringside. budget. Then the boys go a little | 8094/8.’ Band is an aggregation of ll 
| : 16, including Peggy Dell the cons 
| raw on some of their quips, which pianist, who warbles. Miss Dell men 
on Ringside press workers sure earn- | W@S even obvious to the audience, | Wo got a reception every time she care 
Hi, r ed their salaries. The reporters| Wich was hushed by the remarks.|)),oached the ‘mike,’ is quite art 
ot ° Acrobatic dance and tap stepping par 
Ay were dripping wet under the intense | wa, conclusion of the turn for the popular on the ether as part of the of 
i heat from the ring lamps. Even|poys. They tried an encore of com- eta ee a a la Sophie whi 
i Damon Runyon, who never gets|edy acrobatics which was unfunny eee yaa woth wn lapel 4 — seek 
3) steamed up, offed coat and unbut-/| and kind of delayed the start for the| , 1, beginning pa forget the differ. agre 
Bi the original skit was .followed by and, glancing off, struck a woman | toned the collar. They had to wring | Four Jays, male comedy acrobats, | ence, Several good crooners among befc 
others. Their success led the late who was descending the stairway. | Jimmy Dawson out. — —— ee the batch, with Jack Plant at the men 
if Jake Rosenthal to offer the pair a|She received serious injuries. Some of the boys were sweating clicked ee te hut would have been head. Although the band is more not 
et starring tour in a play in extension He was an importer of foreign | 0ut Dempsey’s beer. of show-stopping proportions had pay 4 Figen it —— in such aR 
of the Skinny series. The deal went | films and it was stated that it was ‘ not the show been deluged with an- scuuieer oF eed bd vs..] = wit! 
ue cold when Tucker refused to make |@Pparent that his financial condi-| Fight started at 9:25. The mob in| tics of their variety prior to their) or the local bands. - bee} 
. changes Rosenthal felt to be neces- | tion had nothing to do with his mis-|the Tavern dallied over cooling entrance. Band consumed 40 minutes, in- A 
sary and was deaf to all sugges-|hap, which, it is believed, was | drinks. Some started for the Stadium Show cost little over $900, and| cluding two encores Fox was forced now 
tions of arbitration or compromise. | C@used by overbalancing in trying to|at nine—and didn’t see the fight, looks as though it were a good buy|to give to pacify the uproarious part 
open the window. which had been scheduled for 10] 2% far as individual value is con-|house. But even then they were Hat 
During the White Rat strike ‘clock cerned for the house. not satisfied, with the mob howling half 
Tucker was one of the leading agi- cor. Universal weekly and ‘Private | for more. ceiv 
tators and got in disfavor with the LEEDS BAXTER Detective sx were the screen ac- mi oe the bill included Jack aro: 
vatideville powers, killing off his| Leeds Baxter, 50, assistant man- B Cl t] Bu . cessories this week. Trade at open-/| Valy, irish singer with chatter in Har 
stage career. Later he tried writing |ager to the Metro studio, died of urley ying oe eae pill Be Sec bane A ae AD gy Tan ge age par" 
motion pictures, but the same stub-|a heart attack in his sleep June 9, ° ° for the early birds. Ung. Selling it. His breezy personality pk 
bornness which led him to give upjin Los Angeles. Sure to End In Grief should help to get him into the the: 
the starring tour operated against Born in Brooklyn, Baxter entered West-End. bec: 
him in a business where a work | the picture business as accountant MET., B’KLYN Lucan and McShane, very clever wn 


art novelties. Greenwood. suit for $65.54 brought by the semi-comedy acrobatic 
number, 
He had a novel style of carica- Survived by widow, mother and] Royal Uniform Company of Roch- a tea ae ee pe nrent Michael Arnaud, one of the boys, C 
ture, using a fine brush instead of | sister. ester. now, it's new te Sill. the CBS com. is Scotch, and was formerly with Pre 
a drawing pen, and could have As a result, an order for service mentator. Hill, a political reporter, oo Saou Quartet. Murray and wit 
achieved fame as a cartoonist, but JULIA SWAYNE GORDON by publication was granted by Mu- oom Hy do some attracting over | the sha’ ee ae gg Be t 
for the trait which had spoiled his} jylia Swayne Gordon, 54, actress, aon po gore hye gg tro rookag eieee aoe ie a a = man a hindrance. Jean Florian, a On 
other opportunities, died May 28, in Los Angeles, fol-|) 0 in either Uti 'N picture, ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par), | YOUthful juggler of the Bob Ripa sit: 
lowing a protracted illness. A pro- er Utica or New York, is Met makes a bid for business that’ School, but not so finished. 
WINCHELL SMITH tege of the late Jessie Bonstelle, | °F Uniforms for a ticketman and a| strong. The Par picture is among | ,,OPCming were Dekker and Pan, A 
’| doorman, caps and emblems. those wh balancing act, with woman as the the 
inchell Smith, 62, died at his| Miss Gordon began her film career ose which Loew’s gets first run | understand : h 
Wirchell Smith, 62, 90 h Robbins withdrew from the Ritz| for downtown Brooklyn as a result ander, and closing were the a 
h C June 10,| in 1905 with the McCullum and / Two Bells, aerial 
ome in Farmington, Conn., . : some weeks ago following the sud-|of the darkening of the Paramount. . al gymnasts. om 
one f Parker Studios. In 1907, she be- : House was to b f 
He had been in failing health for den closing of a stock burlesque| Hill is given fourth oe one pa 
d very had been| came a star of Vitagraph and re- : is given fourth spot on the] be closed by Gaumont-British dur- 
some time an io aed é mained with the company until it troupe installed by Emmett Calla- pnt be doing a topical com-| ing the summer to reopen Aug. 7 I 
a : 2. m ° , f . ° 
cama ok eater he presently dissolved in 1917. She was taken 7 nor pear the Street Singer pom ae "on See ee — oe fri 
4 ’ a3 7 : e move, a ri 
turned his attention to playwriting, |t® Hollywood in 1923, by Rex In better position, fifth. Tracy has im-| would never have x cy Bg Pe ae ~ 
ad his first pla ‘rhe Fortune|8tam for one of the leads in proved considerably since he first | clientele 
an 8 rs , 4g 4 ise4. Ylle ‘Scaramouche,’ and since has ap- the Majestic has been operated by | struck vaude, and over here Satur- P 
Hunter,’ was stage. - - ared in man rod i De- | his son, Morris. day afternoon came close to stop- 
ti was ‘Light- | Pe n y productions. e : 
er ——— > Medes played | ceased is survived by her husband. os 6 ee: Se Se ee LETTERS 
ae inbacientr Pacem Bacon was FELIX A. BAUER oo Pnwveon 5» Ry My look y Bin a When Sending for Mail to r 
the original author of the idea, but JAMES M. BRADFORD Felix A. Bauer, 88, concert pianist, | graphs. They're both okay and kill BD yee A ae Mail Clerk. wil 
it was Smith who made the script] james M. Bradford, 89, died in| tied in White Plains June 10, He| any audience idea Tracy hasn't got : : ADVERTISING or 
practical. Prior to his writing work) axron June 9 of a soniye stroke. | !8 Survived by three daughters and wiiledediemed i bes’ — Pre an a ADVERTISED. 8O™ an 
he gt been pomig’ a He was the heavy menace in Buf- | 'W® 5°Ms- he always seemed rather stiff, meee 3 SST ERTIeED IN rol 
Daly of severa aw play falo Bill’s ‘Prairie Flower,’ and had That’s all gone now. wh 
mastered the tricks of rag lc ‘played with Edwin Booth, McCul- JOSEPH T. RICKARD The other ether turn, Stoopnagle - ; for 
He dramatized proae * avers lough, Barrett and the Davenports.| Joseph T. Rickard, 50 years old, ne ae — Ngo REED eee Marants Miss Th 
penal peed abo th Ag ‘Turn | During his stage career he met and known on the screen at Kalla} q, abent the oame Pauline ton hae eee TM reer. Allan — 
rua, and pr angie ie pn ana|formed a friendship with Abraham Pasha, died Saturday (10) of a| right along, and on finishing, intro Davis Betty Randall Fred *- 
Dari Lincoln. In his later years he was |heart ailment at Talmade, Cal. | Artie Lang, the yo-yo manipulator, | Del Rio Bobbie -” 
og made his home after his re-| Chaplain of the Akron G. A. R. post, billed here as an added novelty at- | P4854" Jean warm Danghe ret 
7 t active work in an|»aving enlisted when 18 years of| Mother, 74, of Jack Tebo, Chicago traction. Two radio boys also mix | Kay Eddy Seker Dave rin 


old farmhouse in Farmington and 
kept in operation an old grist mill 
which had been built in colonial 
times. 

Mrs. Smith died about a year ago. 





CHARLES T. BORDLEY 


Charles Torrence Bordley, 52, died 
in Saranac Lake, after an acute ill- 
ness of a month. For ten years he 
had made his home there. 

Prior to his breakdown in 1922 he 
was associated with Nat Goodwin, 


7 blanknes , la ae 
Clifton Crowford, Richard Mansfield SOL CLARK by her 000, now.agnenrine in thel cain ma Fn it Pe ° 
and Robert Mantell. He played| Sol Clark, 50, purchasing agent] prologue of ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ | also included. : 
in ‘The Kiss Burglar,’ ‘Spring/at Metro studio, died at his Glen-|at Grauman’s Chinese theatre, and Considering the weather, summer BN 
Chicken, ‘Florodora’ and ‘The| qale, Cal, home Sunday (11) of|a daughter, Lois Jahan. vacations, golf, the race track, rides TS MAKE U 
Prince of Pilsen.’ He was also 4| heart disease, while sleeping. in the country, swimming, roller 72) 





CHARLES MEADE 


Charles Meade, 65, for 20 years 
doorman at the old Orpheum, Win- 
nipeg, died here recently. Many ot 
the old vaudevillians will remember 
Charley when they played at the 
town’s leading vaude house, the Or- 
pheum, which now is known as the 
RKO Winnipeg, changed to pic- 
tures—and which now is dark. 








Chicago from pneumonia, She was 
widely acquainted among perform- 
ers through her son. 





Mother, 65, of Maxwell Stiles, 
sports writer for the L. A. ‘Exam- 
iner,’ died June 4 in Los Angeles 
from a heart attack. Deceased is 
survived by four children. 





Mother, 51, of Robert Coleman, 
died in Los Angeles June 5, after 
three weeks’ illness. She is survived 





Georges Campo, opener. Campo 
shows all he can do the yo-yo trick, 
too. Game, originally from Philip- 
pines, is pop with the kids, 

Ethel Parker and Sandino (New 
Acts) close in a song-and-dance 
flash that makes the grade nicely 
and over here scored for a finish 
effectively in a scene built around 
‘The Bolero.’ Campo, on the other 
end of the show, opened good in his 
comedy acrobatic double. He's 
about the closest to Harry Langdon 
vaude has found. Pantomime all the 
way through, with that Langdon 


skating, bicycling and 3.2 beer, Met 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 








One Dollar 
BOOKLET ON HOW 
*TO MAKE UP -.. 























producer of many vaudeville acts! He had been with Metro since] Father of Joan Burgess, for- i - 
that toured the Keith circuit. His 1924. He is survived by his wife. mer Follies girl, died in Saranac = ————— = —————————— 
widow, Florence Snyder Bordley, Lake after an illness of three 


and two sisters survive. Interment 


Saranac Lake. 


FRANK R. WHITNEY 
Frank R. Whitney, 48, boxing pro- 


ISAAC LOWENSTEIN 


Isaac Lowenstein, 82, operator of 
the Majestic Theatre, Oklahoma 
City, for many years, died June 1, 
at his home. Lowenstein,: who was 
born .in Germany, came to Okla- 





moter, dance hall, and amusement 
park operator here since: 1916, but 


homa in 1889... Since his retirement 


months. His wife, son and daugh- 
ter survive. 





Wife of Francis Ortega, editor of 
‘Cine Mundial,’, South American and 
Spanish fan publication, died re- 





cently after brief illness. 








INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALS 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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WIRTH WINS IN 
HAMID ACTION 


——_—_— 


After reviéwing testimony for 
four months Justice Ingraham in 
the Supreme Court, N. Y., handed 
down a decision in favor of Frank 
Wirth, whom George Hamid al- 
leged had breached their contract 
to stay out of the booking business, 
signed when the latter took over 
the Wirth & Hamid fair booking 
enterprise in 1931. Wirth had been 
conducting a one-ring circus, and 
when he sought to book it with 
fairs. Hamid contended that the 
Wirth show transaction was no dif- 
ferent from booking of individual 
acts.and sought an injunction. 

Court declined to restrain Wirth 
and decided that Hamid was at- 
tempting a revision of the contract. 


‘In refusing to permit such changes 


Justice Ingraham said: 

‘The contract as it now reads does 
not prevent the defendant from do- 
ing the acts the plaintiffs complain 
constitute a breach of the agree- 
ment; it is clear the contract was 
carefully prepared and that the 
parties to it were thoroughly aware 
of its provisions; the provision 
which the plaintiff Hamid now 
seeks ‘to have incorporated in the 
agreement could have been included 
before the parties signed the docu- 
ment., The reformation sought may 
not now be made by the court’, 
Ralph. Hankinson was coupled 
with Hamid in the suit which has 
been in court four times. 

About $16,000 held in escrow will 
now be released to Wirth. It is 
part payment of the purchase price 
Hamid agreed to pay Wirth for his 
half of the agency. Latter had re- 
ceived $45,000 when the dispute 
Wirth sold out for $75,000, 


arose. 
Hamid taking over some _  Cco- 
partnership obligations, including 


Wirth’s liability in the Queensboro 
theatre. Understood the duo split 
because of the financial difficulties 
which arose over the theatre. 


Race Preblem Bobs Up 
At Chicago Exposition 


: Chicago, June 12. 

Cafe de Alex in the Century of 
Progress exposition is charged 
with discrimination against’ negro 
patrons by T. P. Scott, colored, of 
Oklahoma, student at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Scott took his 
complaint to the National Assn. for 
the Advancement of Colcred People 
whose attorneys, W. H. Temple 
and Graham T. Perry, have pre- 
pared the action. 

Flat refusal to give service and 
a. request for Scott and his girl 
friend to scram is alleged to have 
been made by the cafe manager. 








TOUGH ON SHOWS 
Dubuque, Ia., June 12. 


Outdoor amusement enterprises 
will find the going tough in getting 
worthwhile spots in this neck of the 
woods. B. GC. Pierce, Cedar Rapids, 
roller rink operator, found that out 
when he applied to the city council 
for a permit to operate a rink at 
Third and Locust streets. Only 62 
residents and property owners with- 
in a radius of several blocks remon- 
strated with the council resulting in 
refusal Of a permit for the roller 
rink, : 


Carnival Routes 





(Current Week—Week June 12) 


Rarber, J. L.—Union. 

Barlow's Big City—Gillespie. 
Bockus, Curtis L.—Sanford, Me. 
Buck Expo— Yonkers. 

Castle, Ehrlich & H.—Sioux City. 
Coleman Bros.—Westerly, R. I. 
Conklin’s All Amer.—Timmins. 
Crafts 20 Big—Monterey. 

Dee, K. Greater—Cambridge, O 
lowa Amer.—Melcher. 

Kilonis, John D.—Concord, 
Landes, J. I..—Eureka. 
McFarland, Red—Dallas, Tex 
Modern Expo—Phillipsburg, N. J 
Monarch Expo—Greenport. 

Page, J. J.—Asheville. 








Circus Routes 


Al G. Barnes 


June 12, Ogden: 13, Salt Lake City 14, 
Pocatello; 15, Boise; 16, Ontario, Ore =. 
La Grande; 18, Pendleton (mat only). 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 


» Jane 12-14, Philadelphia: 15, Camden; 16 
ew Brutiswick; 17, Westfield. 





DOWN TO A DIME 


Main Circus Floods Town With 
Passes; Takes Service Charge 





Syracuse, June 12. 

Setting a new low record for cir- 
cus admission prices in this neck of 
the provincial woods, the Walter L. 
Main Circus played here two days 
last week with the tariff nominally 
a quarter, but actually a thin dime. 

Latter represented a ‘service 
charge’ levied upon upwards of 40,- 
000 passes distributed locally through 
the medium of the E. W. Edwards 
and Son department store by ar- 
rangement with the ‘Herald,’ local 
daily. 

All you had to do to get a pass at 
the store was make a purchase—a 
paper of pins would do; moreover, 
a pass went with each separate pur- 
chase. 

Tie-up was effected by Fletcher 
Smith, veteran Syracuse advance 
man, making his first visit home in 
years. 


White City, Riverview 
Meet Expo Oppesish 
With Reduced Gate 


Chicago, June 12. 

White City and Riverview, the 
two regular amusement parks of 
Chicago, are not sure either way as 
yet whether the World’s Fair will 
make their destiny for this summer 
not worth living. Business has 
ranged from poor to spotty. 

Gate admission is now 10 cents 
instead of 25 cents in former sea- 
sons. Concession prices average 10- 
15, about what they were last year. 
Coupon tickets upon which the 
‘whole family’ can pass the gate 
without paying the dime per capita 
have been widely distributed. 

Both parks depend upon their 
comparative cheapness against the 
World’s Fair higher tariffs and 50- 
cent gate to give them a break with 
the natives. White City has estab- 
lished a pretentious beer garden and 
puts on a variety show. This is 
their big selling point. Riverview 
not to be outdone by the Century of 
Progress, is billing its divertisse- 
ments as a Century of Nonsense. 
Both parks are widely billposted all 
over town. 





Castle-Ehrlich-Hirsch 
Carny in Wichita Clem 


Chicago, June 12. 


Rather serious clem occurred 
about a week ago on the Castle- 
Ehrlich-Hirsch carnival. It was the 
closing night in Wichita, Kansas 
before moving to Omaha. What 
started as an everyday roughhouse 
between carny employes and a 
couple of hayseeds became serious 
when the lads returned with rein- 
forcements. 

In the melee that followed home 
town lads attacked the carnival of- 
fice and tried to treat Owner Castle 
to a broken chair over the bean. 
Castle, however, was protected and 
escaped injury. Timely arrival of 40 
state policemen ended the cornhusk- 
ers intention of making kindling out 
of the show. 

Show is now in Sioux City (12). 





IOWA FRIENDS OF BULL 
Des Moines, Iowa, June 12. 


Following Sec’y A. R. Corey’s 
announcement that this year’s 
main attraction at the fair grounds 
would be a rodeo and stampede, 
the Animal Rescue League made 
an attempt to put the skids under 
the project on the complaint that 
bull-dogging is bad for bulls. 





‘LITTLE EGYPT’ CAN’T BE? 
Chicago, June 12. 


Oriental Village at the World’s 
Fair has apparently been denied the 
privilege of presenting an attrac- 
tion called ‘Little Egypt.’ Original 
lady of fabled fancy was the hot 
stuff of the 1893 exposition. 

That an intention to revive the 
billing has been balked or side- 
tracked is reported. 





BIG AIR SHOW 
Tacoma, June 12. 
Biggest air show in history here 
with 54 navy planes doing their| 
stuff in heavens with big blowoff | 
with christening of Navy bomber 





named Tacoma, Wash. Pulled | 
crowds to county airport from en- 
tire southwest Washington, another 
pain in the neck for the theatre 
boys. Show lasted three days. , 





Chicago Dailies Rap 
Accident Soft Pedal 
By Expo ‘Hospital’ 





Chicago, June 12. 
Terrific accompanied 
by lightning and rain did plenty of 
damage to the light construction at 
the World’s Fair last week. Flag- 
were splintered, awnings 
ripped away, and the things not 
riveted down were given a _ bad 
spanking by the elements. Some 
15 persons were slightly injured by 
flying objects. 

Coincidental with this occurrence 
the dailies started breaking stories 
about the Emergency Hospital on 
the grounds which is operated by 
the Zurich Insurance Company as 
part of its deal to protect the ex- 
position from damage actions. Hos- 
pital will mot give information to 
the press or relatives as to the ex- 
tent or nature of injuries. This is 
evidently from a fear of ambulance 
chasers. 


windstorm 


poles 


John Guilfoyle, a lion tamer, who 
was Clawed about the face and arms 
by one of his beasts, was the out- 
standing ineident concerning which 
the dailies rapped the emergency 
hospital for trying to suppress the 
facts. It was hours before the seri- 
ousness of Guilfoyle’s clawing could 
be ascertained. Dr. Frank Baylor 
of the Zurich staff and head of the 
emergency hospital told the press 
Major Lennox Lohr had told him ‘to 
keep his mouth shut’ and not give 
information to the dailies. 


DAREDEVIL IS INJURED 
WHEN HELPERS FAIL 


Buffalo, June 12. 
Darrow, wire  per- 
was severely injured at 
Island Park, Gardenville, when a 


number of green assistants became 
panic’ stricken as Darrow de- 
scended a 900-foot cable and 
neglected to catch him in 2 net 
provided for the purpose. 

Darrow, who does an_ upside 
down slide hanging by his toes 
with light flares in each hand, was 
just finishing his first performance. 
His descent was so rapid that the 
flares frightened the men. They 
dropped the net leaving Darrow to 
strike against a tree several feet 
from the ground. 


HARPER’S CIRCUS 


Lincoln, Neb., June 1. 

On co-op basis Fred Harper, Doc 
Barrett and Harry Bauer started a 
motor circus unit here and are mak- 
ing a statewide tour of the jerks. 
Show, a one-ring affair, plans to 
take still dates during the forepart 
of the summer and then taking ad- 
vantage of last season’s reluctance 
on the part of county fair mgrs to 
sign for acts far ahead to take open 
expo dates. 

Show moves on 30 trucks and em- 
braces about 35 performing people. 
Show has a street parade about four 
blocks long, calliope and everything. 

Harry Bauer is ahead and has 
contracted for a month. Has a 
local tie-up whereby the ciréus sells 
merchants coupons to distribute 
with their sales, which with a dime 
are good at the gate. Reserve seats 
go for another dime and the show 
is laid out so nearly all the seats 
are reserved. Capacity about 1,000. 

Show was a bit slow on the open- 
ing. Feature is the Matsumoto 
troupe. Fred Harper’s liberty ponies, 
trained coach dogs and monkey ap- 
peal to the kids. 

Three clowns and a bucking-kick- 
ing mule supply the finish. A seven- 
piece band accompanies the per- 
formance. 





Daredevil 
former, 








POOCH TRACK TROUBLES 


Xenia, O., June 12. 

Thirty-five stockholders in the 
Fairfield Amusement Park, Ltd., 
which in 1929 built a dog racing 
plant at Fairfield only to have it 
raided and closed the night it 
opened, were made defendants in a 
petition for an accounting and re- 
ceiver filed by Daniel E. Regan, 
secretary-treasurer of the concern. 
A hearing has been set for later 
this month in common pleas court. 

Regan asserted claims against 
the park’s property are unpaid 
through the purpose for organiza- 
tion has been abandoned. The 
park, capitalized at $75,000, used 
the contribution betting system 


|under a license issued by the vil- 


night it 
Sheriff's 


lage of ‘airfield the 
opened July 25, 1929. 
deputies halted operations 


TO SELL BEER—IF 


Pennsy Fair Association to Vend 
Brew if They Get It 
Easton, Pa., June 12. 

Pennsylvania fairs expect beer to 
wipe out the red ink this year. 
Every fair is preparing for reopen- 
ing of beer gardens on the grounds 
and several large fairs, such as 
Reading and Allentown, plan to 
have several beer gardens on the 
grounds, having been advised that 
for one beer license, they can have 
as many spots on the ground as 
they desire. 

Instead of renting out the beer 
concessions, fair managements will 
conduct them themselves and ex- 
pect to make quite a profit. On 
most fair grounds the old beer gar- 
dens are still existing. Main diffi- 
culty fairs may face will be to get 
the beer. Breweries will not deliver 
and the demand is far exceeding 
the supply. 


Wirth Circus and 
Redeo Playing Same 
Pier in Atlantic C. 


Atlantic City’s two largest over 
the water recreation spots will be 
in keen competition this summer. 
It's the Million Dollar Pier against 
Steel Pier. Latter, since changing 
policy to go after the crowds has 
usurped much of the pier attend- 
ance here in recent seasons. 
Million Dollar Pier’s most radical 
change will be the replacing of its 
ballroom with a three-ring circus. 
Dancing will be relegated to adja- 
cent space formerly given over to 
miniature golf courses. A rodeo will 
hold forth further out on the piles, 
beyond which will be an open air 
film exhibition. The daily fish net 
hauls will be retained. 

Admission will be 25 cents to the 
M-D_ extension with no _ other 
charge. A single price for all at- 
traction holds at Steel Pier too, but 
the tops there are 50 cents. No 
tilting prices on week-ends. 

Frank Wirth will present the 
Million Dollar Pier circus, expand- 
ing his present one ring outfit with 
May Wirth the tiop feature. Buck 
Taylor, who has leased the pier, 
will handle the rodeo. 


EXPO CABS STILL 25-10 


Chicago Hacks Yield 5c. a Ride 
Chicago, June 12, 

Easterly sidewalk along Colum- 
bus drive approaching the World’s 
Fair has been turned into a right- 
of-way for taxicabs. This gives the 
cabs a clear path through Grant 
Park up to the point where all traf- 
fic is diverted and passengers must 
alight to walk the rest of the dis- 
tance. Besides the right of way cabs 
are parked for a mile in a line com- 
posed of one Yellow cab and one 
Checker in an alternating link. 

Many squawks heard against the 
high meter rate of the two cab com- 
panies who have a joint monopoly 
ehof the town. Recent convention of 
cab owners was held here and dailies 
carried considerable publicity 
about the high rates in Chicago 
contrasted with rates in other 
American cities. 

In an effort to quiet the rumpus 
with a ‘reduction’ of rates the Chi- 
cago cabs with 25-10 meter now 
announce that passengers may de- 
duct five cents on the total of the 
fare. Few trips are less than 655 
cents in Chicago. 


JUST A WILD COWBOY 


Cherokee, Ia., June 12. 

Freeman March put on a good vo- 
deo and trick horse riding show on 
the main drag. Went over big with 
an audience numbering hundreds 
applauding gaily- 

It was not so big to the copper on 
the beat, with the result that the 
show was folded on a pinch and 
Freeman assessed a fine of $15 ona 
charge of intoxication. 


COUNTY NAGS WHITE CITY 


Chicago, June 12. 

White City amusement park on 
the south side got one of those 
brand new involuntary’ receiver- 
ships under the state law permit- 
ting county treasurer to move right 
in and grab all revenues until de- 
linquent taxes are paid in full. 











White City is $75,535 behind the 
treasurer's idea of fully paid up. 
Byfield family of Hotel Sherman, 


etc., controls White City. 
Involuntary county receiverships 
for the Stadium and Coliseum for 





unpaid taxes also loom. 


MIDWAY MAY 
HIRE OWN 
CASHIERS 


Chicago, June 12. 

Midway may win a victory over 
the red tape of the World's Fair 
management if a pending compro- 
mise regarding cashiers goes 
through. At present expo hires and 
rotates all cashiers and charges 40 
cents an hour to the concessionaires 
for the girls’ services. Midwaymen 
hope to obtain the right to hire and 
control their own cashiers subject to 
supervision by the Fair. 
Concessionaires point out that 
cashiers unfamiliar with the attrac- 
tions because of rotating are no as- 
set. In the first place they can't 
answer .questions. Secondly’ they 
have no interest in the place they 
happen to be stationed at the mo- 
ment. Thirdly because every con- 
cession has a different price scale 
they are apt to be slow or confused 
in making change. Fourthly at 40 
cents an hour they are more costly 
than the market rate for similar 
services, 


H-W SHOW RETURNING 
BEATTY FOR N.Y. STAND 


Baltimore, June 12. 


Hagenbeck-Wallace show played 
its first and only Maryland date last 
week, doing a day’s stand at Hag- 
erstown, and it turned out to be 
the worst money date the show has 
had this season. No excuse other 
than the heat. 


Show skipped back immediately 
in Pennsylvania and is heading for 
New Jersey and New York City. 
Will hit New York City next Mon- 
day (19) and will make the longest 
stop of the season, spending a week 
in the big town. Will park up in 
the Bronx, opposite Yanks’ stadium. 


Clyde beatty back with the show 
and has strengthened the running 
considerably. Circus is now well- 
organized and running is fine enter- 
tainment style under Rex de Roselli. 
He. has eliminated the leapers 
which tried for a comeback last 
year in the Sells-Floto show, and 
instead is opening the circus with 
a costume and musical flash. 


Clyde Beatty is getting the major 
billing of the show, with the Hanne- 
ford Family and ‘Poodles,’ with the 
Hagenbeck show for the first time 
after years with Sells-Floto, run- 
ner-up on poster space, 


Up-State Carney’s Petty 
Lapses Cause Ban Move 


Binghamton, June 12. 


Adoption of a municipal ordinance 
banning carnival outfits looms as a 
result of police court cases devel- 
oped during last week’s engagement 
of the Southern Tier Shows. 

Ordinance is fathered by Coun- 
cilman John B. Delavan. Viola- 
tions of the sanitary code brought 
the arrest of two concessionaires, 
while a third was arrested on a 
charge of harboring a vicious dog. 

George Connell paid a $25 fine 
for using a 12-quart milk can for 
storing molasses and Peter Stamos 
paid one of $50 for manufacturing 
and selling ice cream below the 
state standard. 

Mrs. Florence Bender drew a $5 
fine after her dog had bitten a car- 
nival visitor. 


Park Theatre Open 


Youngstown, O., June 12. 














After being dark two years, the 
theatre at Idora Park here, one of 
few remaining park theatres in the 


midwest, revived musical com- 
edy tab, Saturday, June 10, when 
the Bert Morton Company opened an 
indefinite engagement, changing 
bills twice weekly at pop prices. 
Included in the company are 
Bert Morton, Jean Carter, Jimmy 
Walters, Viola Spaeth, Sally Joyce, 
Dorothy Arnold, Rose Fine, Dot 
Alexander, Paul Workman, Merc 


Chambers, Rose Genura and others. 
Casino for many years housed 


well known dramatic stock coms. 
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VARIETY Tuesday, June 13, 1933 








KEEP THESE SPOTS 
BEFORE YOUR EYES 


METROPOLITAN 
THEATRE, BOSTON 

















oe 


marks the spot where 
the FUN begins...on june 
16th with the BIG FOUR 
pre-release engagements 


PARAMOUNT’S 








with 
Bing Crosby Richard Arlen 
George Burns & Gracie Allen 


Mary Carlisle & Jack Oakie 
directed by WESLEY RUGGLES 

















$< 























F 


por 
Rip 
cat 
pla; 
An 
est 


dru 
son 
suc 
nou 
to 

Gui 
Py! 


less 
pit 
in 
slig 
wit 
fits 
BWC 
foo 
less 
mil 
thr 
leg: 
ma 


wo! 
ow! 


tro 


ter 
en 


clu 
tru 


fru 
foc 


Bp 
pl. 


El 


BtE 





